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» $50,000 at his disposal for the staff, 
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DEARTH OF B’WAY MUSICALS 





>» od 


Rose's $1,000 a Day to Put On Texas 


Expo Show Plus 


Billy Rose will get $1,000 a 
day for 100 days from the Fort 
Worth, Texas, city officials and 
chamber of commerce to recreate a 
Frontier City of '49 as part of the 
Frontier Centennial celebration on 
July 1, 1936. That is the official 
day of opening. 

Rose will headquarter at the Sin- 
clair Bldg., Fort Worth, and will put 
on a flash show, surrounding which 


will be an industrial exposition. 
Centennial is a $5,000,000 under- 
taking. 


Mayor Van Zandt Jarvis, John B. 
Davis, general manager, and VWVill- 
iam Monnig, chairman of the 
Frontier Centennial, along with 
local newspapers, are behind the 
expo. 

Rose leaves today or tomorrow 
(Thursday) from New York for 
Fort Worth and wili take with him 
a large staff of collaborators. He 
anticipates commuting between 
New York and the southwest, which 
is but 11 hours away by plane. 

The $100,000 to Rose is net. 
‘administrative fund’ 


He 
of 


companies the showman imme- 
diately to create the decor. John 
Murray Anderson, now in London 


huddling on a British reproduction 

of Rose’s ‘Jumbo,’ has been cabled 
‘to return to America within the 
week and join Rose. 


A $150,000 fund for name acts is 
at Rose’s disposal for the purchase 
(Continued on page 58) 


TWO PLAYS IN SEARCH 
OF A B’WAY MANAGER 


Two anti-war plays, ‘Bury the 
Dead’ and ‘Over Here,’ wili be shown 
at the 46th St., N. Y., Saturday and 
Sunday (14-15) by an independent 
theatre group with the hope that 
they may be taken over by a com- 
mercial management. Idea origi- 
nated among volunteer players par- 
ticipating in Sunday benefit playlets 
given at the Civic Rep theatre, 14th 
street, 

For want of a better name the 
benefit bunch was known as the ‘Let 
Freedom Ring Benefit Co.’ ‘Free- 








dom’ drama was a recent tenant of | 
Original group is re-| 


the house. 
ported having been shunted aside 
when casts for the uptown showings 
were chosen. Understood they may 
picket the 46th St. in retaliation. 


a 


TUNGSTEN BALLY COST 1806 

Wrigley gum is paying $180,000 
rental a year for the electric sign 
being constructed atop the new Cri- 
terion theatre on Broadway. It’s a 
full-block sign, 44th to 45th street, 
and will be larger in dimension than 
old Wrigley tungsten billboard atop 
the old Putnam building, now the 
Paramount. 

Another big sign for Broadway 
will he over the new Rialto. Schen- 
leys has taken that. 





$150,000 for Names 


+ 





Palucca the Dancer 





Palucca (pronounced Pa- 
looka), foreign dancer, is be- 


ing peddled to N.Y, concert 
managers for next season, 
Mention of her label gets 


laughs but her promoters can’t 
see the humor. 
She’s a barefoot interpreter. 














PAN N.Y. DAILIES 
FOR STRIKE 
SLUR’ 


—- ——- 


Broadway legits and nite clubs, 
both of which pay an unusually high 
theatrical advertising rate, are 
peeved at the New York dailies’ 
scare stories anent the alleged ill 
effect done on amusement places 
because of the elevator strike in 
apartment buildings. Over-empha- 
sis on this, managers of the theatre 
and after-theatre enterprises aver, 
has done much to aggravate an 
already negative situation induced 
by Lent, etc. 

Showmen point out that the news- 
papers don’t feature the fact that 
the paralysis of lift service is also 
denting department stores, for ex- 
ample, and while show biz adver- 
tising isn’t as imposing as that of 
the big stores, it’s sufficiently siz- 
able, argue the showmen, and at in- 
creased rates, for them to be ac- 
corded more consideration. 

The niteries particularly have 
been badly hurt by the elevator 
strike. The residential sectors hit 
by the situation are those from 


(Continued on page 58) 





Politics Is All Right, 
But Not at the B. O. 


Portland, Ore., March 10. 
William Maylon’s local legit pro- 
duction of ‘Life Begins at 60,’ a 
piece with a decided 


pension yen, connected for only fair | 


pickings at the Mayfair last week. 

Show was designed to lure pension 
sympathizers to the theatre but re- 
lying on a Townsend audience evi- 





Townsend |} 


producers are out of the field, or 
| deceased. 
Increased cost in musival show | 


i 
| 
| 
| 


dently isn’t the stuff to bring a b.o. | 


bonanza. 





Rehearsals Commuter 


Philadelphia, March 10. 
David Morris, legit juve, current 
here in ‘Squaring the Circle,’ at the 


Broad St., commutes daily between | 


here and New York, where he is re- 
hearsing in ‘On Your Toes,’ musical, 
for Dwight D. Wiman. 

Will leave ‘Circle’ at the end of 
this week. 


| 


j 





HOLLYWOON CANE \Critics Pro and Con on That § PM. 


PIA ARE BLAMED 


———s 


Only Four Left on Current 
List—Other Factors In- 
volved — Rehearsal Coin, 
Radio Cut-in Figure 





FEW ANGELS AROUND 


~~ - 


Withdrawal of ‘At Home Abroad’ 
and ‘Jubilee’ last Saturday (7) 
leaves Broadway with only four 
musicals, the smallest mid-season 
representation of that type of at- 
traction since before the war. Sur- 
viving are ‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ ‘Scan- 
dals,’ ‘May Wine’ and ‘Jumbo,’ lat- 
ter’s score rating it with the mu- 
sicals, But, unless business for 
these shows perks up, another new 
low mark will be recorded. Only 
one new musical (‘On Your Toes’) 
is definite for the spring and only 
three are on tour. 

In the ‘twenties’ there were 23 the- 
atres which could house musicals on 
Broadway and there were nearly a 
score of such attractions on the 
boards at the same time. Last sea- 
son at this time the legit list held 
only five musicals, but they com- 
manded somewhat better business. 

Decline in stage musicals has 
been rather progressive, with Holl- 
ywood always a factor, especially 
since the comeback of musical pic- 
tures. Little doubt that the Coast 
has corraled most of the pop com- 
posers and lyricists, and the studio 
staging of numbers in Hollywood 
outshine the stage in comparison. 
What is even more pertinent is the 
fact that few of Broadway's mu- 
sicals this season have had standout 
melodies, although the films have, 

Straight Legit’s OK 

There are other factors of theatre 
opposition, mostly other diversions, 
such as radio. If, as indicated, Hol- 
lywood has chiefly affected legit, the 
musicals have apparently felt the 
brunt, because straight‘ show clicks 
on Broadway have been registered 
right along regardless. Absence of 
backing for musicals is pertinent, 
too; there isn’t the coin around for 
such financing as in former seasons, 
while some leading musical show 


production has come with Equity’s 
rehearsal money 
When the rules were announced it 
was quickly perceived that, while re- 
hearsal coin might not affect 
straight shows, it would up the out- 
(Continued on page 18) 


Alley Oop 








When the elevator service 
strike spread to Times Square 
yesterday (Tuesday), agents 
made immediate arrangements 
with their adagio acts to have 
themselves tossed upstairs. 











requirement. | 





The Switch 





Major Albert Warner has 
recently purchased in Florida 
an estate which he has taken 
over completely furnished even 
down to silver, china, etc. 

After moving in he found the 
former owner’s initial em- 
broidered in all the linen: 
‘M. G. M.’ 


LAEMMLE NOT 
TO LET GO OF 
UNIVERSAL? 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Close friends of Carl Laemmle 
aver he is determined to retain 
control of Universal Picts and 
doesn't expect the Rogers-Cowdin 
syndicate to meet his terms for the 
optional purchase of Laemmle’s 
interest. 

Vet film man figures that the four 
pictures nearing release will bring 
in enough coin to carry him over 
the summer and provide funds for 
production start of new releases 
next season, 

















At Universal home office yester- 
day (Tuesday) 
that any possible picking up of the 
option by Rogers-Cowdin (Standard 
Capital Corp.) was entirely up to 
those interests. U and Rogers- 
Standard have a clearly worded 
recsdeauogyea which designates exact 
‘amount of coin to be put on the 
| line. Rogers-Standard have un- 
til midnight March 14 (Saturday) to 
| exer ise the option. Nothing else 
| figures in set-up, it was stated at 
| Universal headquarters in N. Y¥. 


it was announced 








Conn.’s Goy. in Child 
Wel. Propaganda Film 


Gov. Wilbur Cross of Connecticut 


will participate ina 
film which the Children’s Welfare | 
|Ass'n of Conn. is producing. A. 


Sundgar of the Yale Drama School, 


to be presented on Broadway, au- 


thored the propaganda film script. 
A little theatre cast will support the 
Gov. 

Gene Rodney, Reliance 
lexec, will supervise, todney is 
inephew of the late Louw Sagal, New 
! 
| England showman, and is currently 
on a leave from Hollyrvood in con- 


thea 


bractivnse, writh ar iaos at 
jReCuiSR Waitin tae large Sagal estate 


' 
propaganda | 


who wrote ‘The Fallow Ground,’ due | 


Pictures | 





Curtain for Bway Legit Premieres 


The dignity of the New York 
press was practically completely 
spilled in a lobby debate at the open- 
ing of ‘The Fields Beyond,’ legit play 
at the Mansfield, N. Y., Friday night 
(6). In deference to the request of 
several of the dramatic critics, man- 
agement had announced an 8 p. m, 
opening and tried to adhere to it. 
A couple of the scribes came late 
regardless and objected violently, 
matter ending in a loud voiced dis- 
cussion by some of the boys them- 
selves which held up the third act 
curtain for a minute and was con- 
tinued outside the theatre after the 
end of the play. 

Robert Coleman of the N. Y. Daily 
Mirror was the chief objector. He 
likes to eat a leisurely dinner, he 
claims, and get to the theatre at 
about 9 p. m., but is willing to get 
there by 8:45 some nights, Eight 
o’clock, however, is a barbaric hour, 
he claims, and he won't have it. 
Kelcey Allen of Women’s Wear, one 
of the oldest hands at drama criti- 
cism in New York, tried to caim 
Coleman with the result that both 
were soon shouting at the top of 
their voices. 

Gilbert Gabriel, who is generally 


(Continued on page 63) 


HURRY UP CHURCH T0 
HEAR MAJOR BOWES 


Norfolk, Va., March 10. 

Church se. vice~s Sunday p.m, will 
be followed by Major Bowes Ama- 
teur Hour listen-in each week at 
Hope Chap 1, interden .n:national 
group in Norfolk, Church has been 
moved up to 7:15 p.m. 

Then those wishing to hear the 
program on the NBC web adjourn 
to Sunday school room, where radio 
is turned on, 


Millionaire Legit 


Wilmington, Del., March 10. 

Wilmington Drama League, which 
gets plenty of interest from the du- 
Pont clan in front of the footlights 
will have its own 
theatre this summer in the mid-city 
district. Undecided whether to build 
a new or recondition an old 
house. 

Outside of picture theatres which 
are figured too large, the only thea- 
itre with stage accommodations suit- 
lable for legit is the Garrick, which 
has been dark for several years. 

Large number of miilionaires per 

here gives the little theatre 
lidea a special aspect, the leisure 
lcrews demanding legit at any cost. 
| Samuel B. Bird heads the commit- 
| tee on location. Other members are 
William Winder Laird, Jr., E. Paul 
iduPont, William Mapel, executive 
leditor of the town’s only two dailies, 
Douglas T. Stewart. Gayle P. 
| Hoskins, artist, Is the league presi- 
ident. 
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Wine Write-Ins Almost Wreck 


Academy Slate; ‘Bounty Voted 
Best Pic, McLaglen, Davis Tops 


Opnienalientisis * 
Hollywood, March 10. 
‘Mutiny On The Bounty’ was 
voted the best production of 1935 
by the Academy of Motion Picture 


Arts and Sciences when ballots were 


counted at annual awards banquet 
at the Biltmore hotel last Thursday 
night (5). Irving Thalberg’s Metro 


production lead by a wide margin 
over the other 11 pictures nomin- 
ated. RKO Radio’s ‘The Informer’ 
got second position and Warners’ 
‘Captain Blood’ finished in third 
spot. 

As anticipated, RKO’s ‘The In- 
former’ walked away with top 


honors in the Academy voting, get- 
ting four awards. John Ford romped 
home ahead of the field to draw the 
statuett for the best 
Victor McLaglen was voied the best 
actor’s performance. Dudley Nich- 
o's got the nod for best adaptation. 


And Max Steiner outdistanced all 
competition for best musical scor- 
in 4 

Bette Davis won honors for best 


p2rformance by an actress, getting 
majority of votes in that class for 
her work in Warners’ ‘Dangerous.’ 
ko herine Hepburn landed in sec- 
ond position for performance in 
RKO’'s ‘Alice Adams,’ with Elizabeth 
Bergner running third for role in 
‘Escape Me Never.’ 

Surprise of balloting was drive of 
the Warner contingent to take ad- 
vantage of the write-in privilege 
in the voting. Concentrated sup- 
port from the Warner lot, through 
the pencil method, resulted in Hal 
Mohr getting award for the best 
cinematography of the year on ‘Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream.” He beat 


Cost $243,000 





‘Informer’ was made at a 
negative cost of $243,000 and 
finished in 18 days from script; 
eight days in actual work, 











the three regular nominees for this 
prize. 
Warner Write-ins Score 

Warners went for the write-ins 
fn all classes where one or more of 
their candidates had not been nom- 
inated through regular channels for 
final balloting, and importance of 
one organization putting on such a 
drive was clearly seen when three 
o-her write-ins proved runners-up 
in their respective divisions. 

Michael Curtiz, Warner write-in, 
sneaked into second spot for best 
direction on ‘Captain Blood,’ while 
the WB candidate for best actor 
performance, Paul Muni -in ‘Black 
Fury,’ nearly beat out Victor Mc- 

aglan in that division. 

Widespread feeling exists among 
Academy members that the partici- 
pation of one major lot in a cam- 
paign to throw strength to its own 
candidates for various honors as 
openly as occurred this year, will 
depreciate the value of the annual 
awards and may result in discon- 
tinuance of the voting. 

Best Writing 

Ben Hecht and Charies MacAr- 
thur were voted best original screen 
story award for ‘The Scoundrel’ 
(Par). ‘Lullaby of Broadway’ (from 
WHRB's ‘Goldiegers of 1935’) by Harry 
Warren and Al Dubin, drew award 
for best song of the year. Dave 
Gould won top honors for best dance 
direction on two points, the ‘Feeling 


You're Fooling’ number from 
*‘Hroadway Melcdy’ (MG) and the 
‘Straw Hat’ staging in  ‘Folies 


Bergere’ (20th-Fox). 

Metro’s sound department, head- 
ed by Douglas Shearer, nabbed first 
in the sound recording division for 
work on ‘Naughty Marietta,’ Rich- 
ard Day of the Samuel Goldwyn or- 
ganization topped the art direction 
group for work on “The Dark Angel,’ 
while Ralph Dawson won the film 
editing award for Warners’ ‘Mid- 
summer Night's Dream.’ 

Brevet for Griffith 

Special award was presented to 
David Wark Griffith for his con- 
tribution to the advancement of the 
motion picture industry. Griffith 
arrived on the Coast a few days be- 
fore the affair for his first visit to 
the Coast in several years, and 
awards committee hastily convened 


direction. | 














Boxscore by Studios 


RKO-Radio (4 firsts): Victor 
McLaglen, John Ford, Dud- 
ley Nichols, Max Steiner. 

Warner Bros. (4 _ firsts):— 
Bette Davis, ‘Lullaby. of 
Broadway,’ Hal Mohr, Ralph 
Dawson 

Metro (3 firsts):—‘Mutiny on 
the 3ounty,’ Dave Gould, 
Douglas Shearer. 

Paramount (2 firsts):—Hecht 


and MacArthur, Clem Beau- 
champ and Paul Wing. 

Sam Goldwyn (1 first):—Rich- 
ard Day. 











to confer the honors on the pioneer 
producer and director. 


In the scientific and technical di- 
vision, certificate of merit went to 
Agifa-Ansco Corp. for development 
ot the Agfa-Ansco infra-red film, 
with judges reporting ‘infra-red film 
has resulted in a significant. im- 
provement in photographic quality 
and has increased the facility in 


which transparency and effect shots 
are made.’ 

Eastman Kodak also received cer- 
tificate of merit for development of 


the Eastman pola-screen, with 
judges reporting it ‘a directional 
light filter to be applied to the 


camera, and helps to remove some 
of the limitations in photography.’ 

Seven honorable mentions were 
also voted by report of the judges 
in the technical and scientific di- 
vision. 

Few Toppers on Hand 

Eighth annual Academy awards 
dinner, although having virtual ca- 
pacity of 1,200 in the Biltmore Bowl, 
failed to attract many top ranking 
stars and featured players, direc- 
tors and writers. Campaign of the 
Screen Actors and Screen Writers 
Guilds a week previous to the affair, 
at which time the Guilds advised 
their members to pass up the 
Academy function, had its effect. 

With various producers and stu- 
dio heads having wholesale reserva- 
tions for parties that included Guild 
members, latter bowed out following 
Guild wires asking them to stay 
away. Banquet tickets were liberally 
distributed to secretaries and others 
on the various lots, as result. 


U CONTRACTS TWO FROM 
BROADWAY STAGE PLAYS 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Two players recruited from N. Y. 
stage have been given contracts by 
Universal. They are Doris Noian, 
who attracted attention as femme 
lead in Broadway production of 
‘Night of January 16,’ and Jeanne 








Dante, from cast of the Warner- 
backed ‘Call It a Day.’ 
Miss Nolan was at one time un- 


der contract to Fox but never used. 





Wid Gunning’s Par Chore 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Wid Gunning has been signed by 
Paramount to a one-picture deal to 
write a screen play, ‘Let’s Get Mar- 
ried.’ The former trade paper pub- 
lisher has been a story broker. 





Chi Holds Withers 


Chicago, March 10. 
Jane Withers, now personaling at 
the Balaban & Katz Oriental, will 
hold-over in town for an additional 
two weeks. 
Set for fortnight in the key nabe 
theatres, Marbro and Southtown. 








LEE’S METRO BREAKIN 


Hollywood, March 10. 
First directorial assignment at 
Metro for Sammy Lee is two-reel 
musical, ‘New Shoes.’ 
Arthur Lake and Jean Chathurn 
Vill be featured. 


RKO FARMS ABEL TO M-G 
Hollywood, March 10, 
loaned Walter Abel toa 
the featured role in ‘Mob 





Radice has 
Metro for 
Rule.’ 

Fritz Lang directs, 








WANT SULLAVAN FOR 
DIETRICH’S PAR PIC 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Paramount is negotiating with 
Universal for Margaret Sullavan for 
the leading role in ‘I Loved a Sol- 
dier,’ which Marlene Dietrich spurn- 
ed. Miss Sullavan served notice on 
Universal that her part in ‘It’s a 
Small World’ is not to her liking, 
due to the similarity to ‘Broadway 
Bill,” and is insisting on another 
story although the script is ready 
and Al Green, on loan from War- 
ners, is prepared to direct. 

Previous dicker by Paramount for 
Miss Sullavan collapsed. 








Bernerd Prowls 


H'wood for G-B 
Picture Talent 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Jeffrey Bernerd, managing 
director of Gaumont-British, here 
for two weeks’ stay, plans to close 
deals for several players and direc- 
tors to go to England for his com- 
pany. Bernerd will also survey field 
for possible GB production here. 

Here for confabs with Bernerd is 
Arthur Lee, American head of GB. 
He is setting plans for local pre- 
miere of company’s ‘Rhodes.’ 

While here Bernerd hopes to ef- 
fect London film deals with Joan 
Bennett, Sylvia Sidney, Victor Mc- 
Laglen, Richard Arlen, Raoul Walsh 
and others. 

Arthur Lee and Larry Darmour. 
Hollywood reps of GB, arrived here 
Monday (9) from N. Y., former 
bringing print of ‘Rhodes.’ 


NICHOLS TURNS DOWN 





ACADEMY STATUETTE 


Hollywood, March 10. 

First to turn down the Academy 
award in its eight years’ existence 
is Dudley Nichols, who declined the 
statuette for the screen play of ‘The 
Informer,’ voted the best of the year. 

In a lengthy letter, Nichols said 
he was unable to accept the award 
as he was one of the founders of 
the Screen Writers’ Guild, which 
‘was conceived in revolt against the 
Academy and was born out of dis- 
appointment with the way it func- 
tioned against employed talent in 
any emergency. To accept the award 
is to tacitly support the Academy, 
and I believe it the duty of every 
screen writer to stand with his own.’ 

Frank Capra, Academy president, 
said Nichols won the award and 
that it stands whether he claims 
the statuette or not. Academy says 
it will not change the award, but 
will keep the doll and, if Nichols 
wants it at any time, it’s his. 





Hepburn Favors Second 
Weiman Novel for Film 


Hollywood, March 10. 

RKO is talking purchase of Rita 
Weiman’s novel, ‘What Manner of 
Love’ for Katharine Hepburn who, 
it is understood, is especially keen 
for it. Studio is now in production 
on another Weiman novel, ‘The 
Witness Chair.’ 


Play by Miss Weiman and her 
husband, Maurice Marks, ‘The 
King’s Breakfast,’ has been set for 
production next fall by Raymond 
Gallo in New York, 





Davis-Flynn Teamed 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Bette Davis shares the lead with 
Erroll Flynn in Warners’ ‘Another 
Dawn.’ t 
Yarn is by author of ‘Dangerous,’ 
for which performance Miss Davis 
won the Academy award. 





BOB RUBIN’S SON ELOPES 


Robert Hitchcock Rubin, son of 
J. Robert Rubin, Loew-Metro exec- 
utive, and a student at Yale, eloped 
March 3 to Harrison, N. Y., where 


he married Mary Topping, N. Y. 
society girl. 
The bride is of the Topping 


(Bethlehem Steel) family. 























The Winners 


Production r 
1—‘Mutiny on the Bounty,’ 
Metro. 

2—'The Informer,’ RKO- Radio. 

3—Captain Blood,’ Warner 
Bros.-Cosmopolitan. 
Best Performance 

(Actor) 

1—Victor McLaglen, ‘The In- 

former,’ RKO-Radio. 


2—Paul Muni, ‘Black Fury,’ 
Warner Bros.-First Na- 
tional 


‘Mutiny 
Metro. 


3—Charles Laughton, 
on the Bounty,’ 


Best Performance 


(Actress) 
1—Bette Davis, ‘Dangerous,’ 
Warner Bros. 


2—Katharine Hepburn, ‘Alice 
Adams,’ RKO- Radio. 

3—Elisabeth Bergner, ‘Escape 
Me Never,’ British & Do- 
minions. 

Direction 

1—John Ford, ‘The Informer,’ 
RKO-Radio. 

2—Michael Curtiz, 
Blood,’ Warner 
mopolitan. 

3—Henry Hathaway, ‘Lives of 
a Bengal Lancer,’ Para- 
mount. 


‘Captain 
Bros.-Cos- 


Original Story 
Ben Hecht and Charles Mac- 
Arthur, ‘The Scoundrel,’ Par- 
amount. 
Adaptation and Screen Play 
Dudley Nichols, ‘The Informer,’ 
RKO- Radio. 
Short Subjects 


(Cartoon) 


‘Three Orphan Kittens,’ Walt 
Disney. 
(Comedy) 
‘How to Sleep,’ Metro, Jack 


Chertok, producer. 

(Novelty) 

‘Wings Over Mt. Everest,’ Gau- 
mont British and Skibo 


(Educational). 
Assistant Director 


Clem Beauchamp and 
Wing,’ ‘Lives of a 
Lancer,’ Paramount. 


Paul 
Bengal 


Best Musical Scoring 
‘The Informer,’ RKO-Radio, by 


Max Steiner. 
Music 
(Best Song) 

‘Lullaby of Broadway’ (from 
‘Golddiggers of 1935,’ War- 
ner Bros.-First National). 
Music by Harry Warren; 


lyrics by Al Dubin. 
Dance Direction 
Dave Gould, ‘I’ve Got a Feel- 


ing You're Fooling’ (from 
Broadway Melody of 1936,’ 
Metro), and ‘Straw Hat’ 
number (from ‘Folies Ber- 


gere,’ 20th Century). 
Sound Recording 


Douglas Shearer, ‘Naughty 
Marietta,’ Metro. 


Art Direction 


Richard Day, ‘The Dark Angel,’ 
Samuel Goldwyn. 
Cinematography 
Hal Mohr, ‘Midsummer Night's 
Dream,’ Warner Bros.-First 
National. 
Film Editing 
Ralph Dawson, ‘Midsummer 
Night's Dream,’ Warner 
Bros.-First National. 
Special Awards 
David Wark Griffith, for his 
contributions to the advance- 
ment of the motion picture 
industry. 


Scientific or Technical 


Class 1—No awards. 

Class 2—Merit certificates to: 
Agfa-Ansco Corporation for 
Infra-Red Film, and to East- 
man Kodak Company for 
Pola-Screen. 

Class 3—Honorable mention to: 
Metro, for anti-directional 
negative; William A. Mueller 
of Warner Bros.-First Na- 
tional sound department for 
automatic dialog control of 
sound in dubbing; Mole Rich- 
ardson Company, solar-spot 
spot lamps; Douglas Shearer 
of Metro, automatic camera 
and sound recording machine 
control; Electrical Research 
Products, equipment to ana- 
lyze film travel flutter in re- 


cording; Paramount, Trans- 
parency Air Turbine Devel- 


oping machine; Nathan Lev- 
inson, Warner’ Bros.-First 
National, method of intercut- 
ting density and area sound 
tracks for range. 








HEAVY RUN ON 
FILM NAMES IS 
EXPECTED 


A meeting has been called for 


this week in Holiywood by 10 
leading talent agencies to take 
steps against the free appear- 
ance of film names on radio 
programs. igencies may bind 
seives to pay fine for any viola- 
tion. 

Los Angeles, March 10, 


Heavy influx of transcontinentals 
to the Coast before summer sets in. 
lirst to shuttle west is Sigmund 
Romberg’s Swift airer, now en- 
seoned at. Hollywood NBC studios. 

George Olsen due in April to be 


followed by Frank Fay in June. 
Rudy Vallee heads for the Pa- 
cific slope shortly thereafter for 
dual role of radio emcee-crooner 
and cinema star. 


Concentration portends heavy run 
on film names as all programs will 
use guesters. That also goes for 
Ben Alexander's Kellogg cereal airer, 
which standing 
March 26. 

With agencies bidding against 
each other for name players, event- 
ual effect expected to be a sharp 
tilt in prices asked for one shot at 
mike. Recent publicity given to 
Ginger Rogers $2,500 bit on Mary 
Pickford program also having its 
effect, with that amount being the 
pivotal figure. 

Despite agitation against free 
airing by players, aimed at those 
who fill guest spots for Louella Par- 
sons on Hollywood Hotel, nothing 
definte has resulted. Screen <Ac- 
tors Guild is slated to take some 
action against the practice at 
board meeting this week. 

Miss Parsonshas lined up follow- 
ing players: 

March 13: Joan Bennett, 
MacMurray and ZaSu Pitts. 

March 20: Dolores Costello Barry- 
more, Freddie Bartholomew and C. 
Aubrey Smith. 

March 27: William 
Rainer and Virginia 


Ioses its amateur 


Fred 


Powell, Luise 
Bruce, 


SS a 


WARNERS, TALBOT CALL 
IT QUITS AFTER TIFF 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Lyle Talbot is off Warners con- 
tract list after three years. Washup 
was by mutual consent. 

Two weeks ago Talbot took sus- 
pension because he didn’t like lead 
part in ‘Murder in the Big House,’ 
at which time contract still had few 
weeks to run. Next hike in pact 
would have tilted actor to $1,000 
weekly. 


Getting to Be Habit 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Fifth of William Morris office 
staff to become casting director is 
Jack Weiner, who moved over to 
Republic yesterday (Monday). 

Others are Bill Perlman, 
LeMaire, Bill Grady and 
Schreiber. 





Rufus 
Lew 





20TH’S SCRIB PACTS 


Hollywood, March 10. 
New Year writing contracis given 
Joseph Hoffman, former VARIETY 
mugg; Sol Elkins, Kenneth Earl, 
Murray Roth, at 20th Century-Fox. 


SAILINGS 


OP ed 
~/‘ 





March (New York to London), 
Molly Picon (Champlain). 

March 18 (New York to London), 
Peter Mole (Berengaria). 

March 18 (New York to Lon- 
don), Niel Templeton (Berengaria). 

March 14 (New York to Paris), 
Mr. and Mrs. Trem Carr (Ile de 
France), 

March 11 (London to New York), 
Mary Carlisle (Berengaria). 

March 11 (New York to London), 
George Seed (Aquitania). 


March 7 (New York to Paris), 
Ed Perkins (Veendam). 

March 7 (New York to Paris), 
Princess Natalie Paley, Kurt Jooss, 


Leon Greanin (Champlain). 


‘ARRIVALS 





Alex Yokel, Joe fk viedmann 
| Robert Stern, M. Buerk, John € 
‘linn. 
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Film Canaries Faced with Dearth 
Of Popular Operatic Arias for Pix 





+ 
Within a. short time, dearth of 
traditional operatic arias will be an 
acute problem for Hollywood sing- 


ing stars, and script writers and 


producers be forced to junk 


the Metropolitan Opera aura for 
good, or concoct fresh ideas entire- 
ly to enable the high-C draws to 
stay on. This is the theory accord- 
ing to metropolitan concert man- 
agers, now huddling over the year’s 
platform business which is mainly 
concerned with operatic headliners 
in New York or on the Coast, 

So far, Grace Moore has used up 
‘Butterfly’ and ‘Boheme’ to advan- 
tage, with only ‘Louise’ left to her 
especial talents. Lily Pons has 
chanted ‘Lakme,’ and while a col- 
oratura voice permits a wider range 
to pick from, leftovers will prob- 
ably be used up by the time she 
gets around to her next RKO-Radio 
opus. 

Nino Martini shot the works in 
‘Here's to (20th-Fox), 
singing practically every tenor solo 
on board. Lawrence Tibbett has 
utilized ‘Pagliacci’ in ‘Metropolitan’ 
(20th-Fox), and then switched to 
spirituals for a liberal handout. 
Jeanette MacDonald, who's not an} 
opera diva primarily, took a fling at 
‘Juliet’ in the opening stanza of 
Rose- Marie’ (Metro). Gladys 
Swarthout duets, the same opera | 
with Jan Kiepura in her new film, 
‘Give Us the Night’ (Par). 

Main exception of the top draw 
is Nelson Eddy who has _ stayed 
clear of any aria spread and come 
through nicely. 


may 


tomance’ 





Reverse the Plot? 
Jr., 


Concerts 


mr, ©. sales chief for 
Columbia whieh handles 
many of the singing stars, feels that 
Hollywood would be well to forget 
the struggling voice-student theme 
for good. Also anything smacking 
of a continental swing circuit. Any- 
thing but those two worn motiva- 
tions. One possibility would be to 
start with an established diva and 
show her down-hill course in later 
years. 

Musical versions | still 
have life, affording fuller range for | 
interpretation and free handling of |} 
lilting light opera fare. The Rene | 
Clair method lends itself weil to the} 
singing star pictures. 

Best singing sequence to date, 
according to Schang is the kitchen 
scene in Miss Pons’ ‘I Dream Too 
Much’ (RKO), with the star putting 
the kettle on to a flood of casual 


Schang, 





comedy 


canary chanting. This particular 
bit still has the industry interested 
in such treatment for its stars 


when making a Coast production. 
Before leaving for Europe last 
week, Miss Pons acquired a stack of 
scripts which she’s reading during 
her European opera dates, to find 
something new in the dramatic line 
for her next assignment. Miss 
Moore, also touring now for a short 
time before going to Europe, is re- 


ported particularly anxious to get 
something different in the way of 
story material for her next effort. 


BERLIN AT 29-FOX TO 
TUNE, SCRIPT ‘FRONT 


Hollywood, Mareh 10. 
from the 
20th-Fox 


Irving Berlin is due in 
East today (Tuesday) at 
to collaborate on story and write 
music and lyrics for filmusical 
titled ‘Out Front.’ William Consel- 
man collaborates with Berlin on the 
story. 

Berlin's deal 





provides for him to 
receive a flat price for the job, plus 
percentage on the picture's 
He received $75,000 per picture plus 
from RKO for musica 
scores on ‘Top Hat’ and ‘Follow The 
leet.’ 


Zross. 


percentages 


Twelvetrees Personals 


Scott in Mohicans’ 


Hollywood, March 10, 

Randolph Scott goes from Para- 
mount to Edward Small, on loan 
for lead in ‘Last of the Mohicans,’ 
last Reliance picture to be made 
by producer for United Artists re- 
lease. Production starts early in 
April at RKO Pathe studio. 

Scott is returning to Paramount 
this week, after attending funeral 
of his father in Raleigh, N. C. Actor 
goes into lead spot in Par’s ‘And 
Sudden Death’ before swinging over 
to Small. 





Amateur Heckler 
Boos the Lyons’ 








And Gets Gong 


Detroit, March 10. 


Thomas James, local 235-pound 


steamfitter and amateur heckler, 


| took a day off last-week and went to 


the Fox theatre; 
Daniels-Ben Lyon 
ceived a 
melee 
rons; 


the Bebe 
act; re- 


booed 
vaude 


With Lyon, ushers and pat- 
landed in jail, and next day 
was fined $15 for ‘inciting a riot.’ 
James protested he didn’t like 
the Lyon monolog or Lyon’s pro- 
fessional the audience, so 
had a right to 


stooge in 


he decided he boo. 


Lyon passed the first few boos off | 
While he was on stage alone, but 
went into the audience to pacify 


James when the heckling continued 
while Miss Daniels was _ singing. 
soth James.and Lyon claimed the 
other struck first, but Lyon showed 
no bruises. 

Mort of the 
beside 
boos, 


the 


Lewis, author 
dropped into a seat 
after the first few 
avail. Arthur Grey, 


skit, 
James 
but to no 
pro heck- 


ler, and Lyon then came on the | 


scuffle followed, as did 
ers and police. 
about 15 


scene; 
Melee held up show 
minutes. 


PENNER BLOWS PAR 
FOR RKO CONTRACT 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Joe Penner goes to Radio on term 
contract, with studio now on hunt 
for yarn. 
Comic and Paramount, where he 
was recently on two pic. ticket, 
failed to get together on renewal. 








METRO’S VAUDE TESTEES 

Winces, vaude artist re- 
cently from Spain, has been tested 
for pictures by Metro. Now appear- 


Senor 


ing with the Dave Apollon unit. He | 


is ventriloquist and juggler. Test 
handled via William Morris office. 
Johnny Woods, another vaude- 
villian, was screen tested last week 
by M-C. Curtis & Allen office 
handled deal. 





shiner and cut lip in the}| 


ush- | 





| 
| 


‘ard, all 


2d Pic by Quins for 20th 


Reported Twentieth-Fox has the 
Dionne quins set for a second pic- 
ture, to be made for the 1936-37 
program, Joe Moskowitz went to 
Ontario recently to discuss a second 
picture to be made with the kidlets. 

‘Country Doctor’ went on release 
this» week. The quins received a 
reported $50,000 for this picture, 


NAZISBAN 


CHAPLIN PIC 








Berlin, March 10. 


opinion has been suspi- 
cious of ‘Modern Times’ from the 
start. A Frankfurt newspaper de- 
scribes the N. Y. premiere in these 
words: ‘Charlie plays the part of a 
Communist leader. The public was 
not at all enthusiastic. On the con- 
trary, never was Chaplin so heavily 
attacked. The picture was more or 
less hissed off.’ 

By order of Dr. Goebbels, minis- 
ter of Enlightenment and Propa- 
ganda, the admirers of Charlie 
Chaplin in Germany will be barred 
from seeing ‘Modern Times.” Much 


German 


|} rumor about it has led to an official 
|of the Propaganda Ministry stating 


that, although the film has not yet 
been submitted to the German cen- 
sor, there is no doubt that it will be 
banned, 

Nazi objection to ‘Modern Times’ 
is based more on the convictions, 
firmly held by the authorities, that 
Chaplin is a Jew than on the film’s 
supposed ‘Marxistic’ tendencies. In 
the first month of the Nazi regime, 
Chaplin’s name apeared on a list of 
‘prominent non-Aryans.’ 


Donat Set as ‘Hamlet’ 
For Korda; Laughton 
Maybe as Polonius 





London, March 2. 


Alex Korda aims at getting a new 
screen slant on Shakespeare with 
his film production. of ‘Hamlet,’ 
scheduled to start April 1, with Rob- 
ert Donat playing the lead. 

Vivien Leigh, Royal Academy of 
Dramatie Art protegee discovered 
by Sydney Carroll, is the likely 
Ophelia, and Charles Laughton may 
play Polonius. 

Script has been written by Miles 
Malleson, who first started on it 
three yearsS back, and Cameron Men- 
zies will direct, 

Korda’s idea, so far, has been to 
keep the original dialog, suitably 
hacked, and cut out the spectacle, 
idea being to present the band with 
the simp\icity of a stage presenta- 
tion and not build him up into a 
‘super-spectacle.’ 


PAR JUNIORS CAST 
FOR “JUNIOR PROM’ 


Hollywood, March 10. 


‘Junior Prom’ will be produced at 
Paramount by Harlan Thompson. 

Film will have college atmos- 
phere, with music. Cast will include 
Eleanor Whitney, Johnny Downs, 
Robert Cummings and John How- 
younger members. of 
studio’s stock list. 








Par Admits Breaching Mae West 
0G for Cohen Pair Larrimore's Film Debut 


+ 


Contract: 


INDIE HORROR PIC 


‘Alcatraz’ Will Show Torture Gad- 
gets at Fed Bastile 





Hollywood, March 10. 
Sydney, Feb. 11. I 4 Tarzan has acquired 
[Telen Twelve tre es has com- lm s J }, Gilbe Ale “ 
pleted the fir pie for Cinesound t Si ( t eu ty on 4 
‘Thoroughbred, and will make san Fra [tw seal ” 
stage appearance in Brisbane for oO eciais » produced this 
Greater Union Theatres. Will do an ea s ied to 
act showing how a pic is produced.) Was 
with two male leads Act will run | N o inical d vs 
around 30 mins, } used é i v intro 
If successful Miss Twelvetrees | duced it lit e « i¢ 
may do the act for a short run in| eve and “«l J 
Syd and Melbourne. ‘Thoroug The in t 
“l' is now in the cutting-run, dut : 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Paramount last week notified Mae 
West that the studio has recognized 
contention that studio violated 
their contract through failure to 


her 


make a pieture during her lasi 
working period, and admitted that 
this breach frees her from any fu 
ther obligation. 
Miss West has signed a two-pic- 
re deal with Cohen, drawing sai 
i and percentage, which will net 
her around $300,000 Miss We 
currently is working on story, wit 
prod i skedded to sta in five 
( 1¢1 s wol cir 4 ’ te a 
p f vo W pictures 


| Desperado,’ 





James Cagney Called ‘Bad Boy 
In WB Contract Clash; Star Says 
Too Many Pix Bad for Career 





Getting Ready for Greta 


Hollywood, March 10. 


Pressure is being put on Metro 
writers by Irving Thalberg to rush 
seript of ‘Camille’ and ‘Mme. Wal- 


weska,’ both scheduled as early pics 
for Greta Garbo. 

Reported from* Stockholm that 
Garbo was to sail yesterday (Tues- 


day) from Sweden for America 
aboard the Swedish-American liner 
Drottningholm. 





Pat OBrien Says 


He's Suspended, 
WB Says Not So 


Hollywood, March 10. 
tefusing to play a straight feed- 
ing part to Dick Powell in ‘Stage 
Struck’: at Warners, Pat O’Brien 
takes position he has been placed 
on suspended list by studio. 

Hal Wallis, studio production 
head, stated that O’Brien is not sus- 
pended, but is only out of the pic- 
ture, with probability that Warren 
William, now in Arizona, will step 
into part. 

O’Brien said that when part first 
offered him he informed studio there 
was nothing in it for him, with stu- 
dio stating story would be rewritten. 
Receiving script second time, actor 
said only change he found was in 
the tag, and he notified studio chiefs 
he would prefer not to play the as- 
signment. He then asked for his 
six weeks’ layoff, as provided in his 
contract, but drew, instead, he in- 
sists, a suspension. 

O’Brien has been at Warners two 
years, under contract providing for 
six pictures a year, Pact 
more years to go. 


MAMOULIAN DIRECTS 
MARTINIS ‘DESPERADO’ 


Hollywood, March 10. 


Rouben Mamoulian, recently re- 
turned from New York where he 
produced the operatic version of 
‘Porgy’ for the Theatre Guild, will 
direct Nino Martini in ‘The Gay 
original by Leo Bir- 
inski, bought by Pickford-Lasky as 
second production. 


has two 








Production start set for around | 
collaborating | | 


May 1, Jane Murfin 
with Birinski on screen play. 


a ——— 


‘Cain and Mabel’ on Tap 


For Marion Davies’ Next 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Next Marion Davies picture, ‘Cain 
and Mabel,’ goes into production at 
Warners Burbank studio April 9. 


] 
| 


Lloyd Bacon will direct from Ear! | 


Baldwin’s script. 


Hollywood, March 104. 
An original story is being devel- 
oped at Metro for the screen de 
of Francine Larrimore 
Decision was made t¢ I ng 
Thalberg had thumbed th - 
erar stage plas and found none 


fit her talents 


Leftwich at Republic 


Hol ood, Ma if 
\ Ls ) t The 
j a ( 
ya t Levine 
Broad produce 
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i at | ct « 
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Los Angeles, March 10. 
Before a courtroom with the 
S.R.O. sign out, James Cagney, Jack 
L. Warner, et al., went to bat last 
week in a trial to determine whether 


actor’s contract with studio should 
be abrogated or he should stick it 
out. Charges, varying in nature, 
were hurled by both sides, with 


Cagney labelled as ‘a bad boy in the 
industry’ and termed ‘recalcitrant’ 
by witnesses for Warner. 

Suit resulted from 
fusing to start work on a 
picture December, last. 
plaint Cagney 
a deal with 


Cagney’s re- 
Warner 
In his com- 
Jack 


Warner, made in 





1932, he was to have starred in four 
pix yearly. Further alleged that he 
had appeared in 14 flickers in last 
three years. Complains his too fre- 
quent appearances hurt his b.o. 
draw. 

Actor also is seeking to have an 
|} indemnity agreement with the 
|studio declared invalid. Under the 


| plan, $1,250 of actor’s salary, which 
| had reached $4,500 weekly under the 
| 1932 pact, was held in escrow to 
| protect studio in event Cagney failed 
ito work through illness or other rea- 
w= 

Cagney also complained that he 
was to have received top billing for 
all pix, but that studio failed to do 
so in some instances. 


| 
| 
| 
| Whip Hand to Studio? 
| When Cagney failed to show in 
| December, last year, for work, the 
| studie sent a letter advising him 
l that time lost would be added to 
length of contract. He protests this 
extension plan, claiming it grants 
| power to studio to compel and con- 
trol his services for a period in ex- 
cess of contractual agreement. 
Austin Sherman, attorney for 
Cagney, opened testimony with as- 
sertions that when Cagney refused 
to work for Warners in 1932 mat- 
| ter was taken before the conciliation 
|}committee of the Academy of Mo- 
| tion Picture Arts and Sciences. At 
| the hearing before the committee, 
| various witnesses testified and an 
| agreement reached whereby 
| Cagney was to receive $3,000 weekly, 
| with $500 yearly »ptional increases, 
| for five years, he said. 
| However, witnesses differed as to 





was 


(Continued on page 23) 
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Newsreels Don't Cotton to Merger 
Idea; Favor Retainmg Own Trade 
Identity but May Co-op on Coverage 


While editors of several newsreels 
will 
obtained through combining one or 


admit that the saving to be 
more of the news weeklies would 
spell the difference between a profit 
and loss for firms involved, none of 


companies will admit that their reel 


is figuring to participate in any 
merger or working agreement, With 
the major companies vitally inter- 


ested in retaining the official iden- 
tity of their own newsreels, industry 
leaders anticipate some working 
agreement as the plan more likely 


to be agreed upon rather than any | 


actual combination. 





Some such working combination 
set-up would enable of the/| 
newsreel outfits to operate with ap- 


two 


proximately half the staffs neces- | 
sary by the organizations. Actual | 
negative expense might be larger, 
but the combined set-up would 
eliminate duplicate coverage by 
cameramen. One newsreel official 


estimated such an arrangement 
would reduce total costs each week 
nearly 50%. Where operating ex- 
pense ordinarily might run $12,000 
weekly for each of two companies 
now, by combining operating staffs 
the two could get out practically the 
same high standard reels for $15,000 
to $18,000. 

Such deal would mean that each 
newsreel would be placed on a profit- 
operating basis where at present 
each réel now is in the red practi- 
cally every week. 

Working Agreement 

Such a working agreement would 
permit both newsreels to retain in- 
dividual identity as at present. 
Major film offiicials always regarded 
the newsreel as the sole spokesman 
each company has to reach the pub- 
lic via the screen, which has been 
the prime objection to merging with 
other newsreels. 

While Pathe News showed an ex- 
cellent financial statement recently, 
this newsreel always has figured in 
talk of any working agreement if 
only because it is recognized as 
having probably the most extensive 
and valuable film library in the 
business. Because of its Jong and 
comprehensive history, impartial 
newsreel officials estimate that 


WALLACE BEERY TAKES 





Pathe’s newsreel library is worth 
$1,000,000. 

In connection with this newsreel 
company, Universal and Metrotone 
have been mentioned most often on 
any working combination. Both 
companies deny any negotiations as 
does Pathe. Universal regards its 
newsreel as an extremely valuable 
property while Hearst’s interest in 
Metrotone foresoes any near likeli- 
hood of any merger with other 
reels. 


FIDLER’S PIC GOSSIP 
AS MOVIETONE CLIP 


Holiywood, March 19. 

Jimmy Fidler, columnist and 
Tadio chatterer, joins 20th-Fox 
Movietone News April 1 under five 
year contract as picture news and 
personality gossip narrator. 

Film will carry Fidler phiz, with 
termer calling for minimum of 36 
clips annually. 

Fidler carries title of Hollywood 
news editor under deal, and will 
supervise his own camera crew. 











Templeton’s Contract 


Hollywood, March 10. 

First instance of a foreign pro- 
ducer signing up an American exec- 
utive is the three year contract 
handed Mel Templeton, Paramount 
budg®: head, to install an American 
system for London Films. 

Templeton _ sails for 
March 18. 


London 





Cullman at Palm Springs 
Hollywood, March 10. 

Howard S. Cullman, operator-re- 
ceiver. of the Roxy, N. Y., is spend- 
ing his entire honeymoon-vacation 
at Palm Springs and will not visit 
Hollyweed. 

Instead he is going direct from 
there to Santa Fe and back to N., Y. 
within 10 days. 








Conn Sets Releases 


¥fotiywood, March 10. 





Maurice Conn has returned from 


New 


lease 


I 
| 
York where he went to set re- | 


of his forthcoming independ- 
New 
franchise rights to 16 Academy fea- 
tures were sold to Phil Smith. Brit- 
ish distribution rights for Frankie 
Darrow pictures made by Conn have 
been acquired by Independent Film 
Distributors, Lid, 

Conn, while in New York, estab- 
lished an exchange for handling his 
product in that territory. 


ent productions. England 





OVER 96 OUT OF DET. 


Detroit, March 10. 

Wallace Beery took along $9,250 
for 7 days’ work when he left town 
last week after engagement at the 
Fox theatre here. 

Contract called for $7,500 net, plus 
a split over $28,500. House grossed 
close to $32,000 during Beery’s stay. 
Also on the vaude bill with Beery 
were Ben Lyon-Bebe Daniels, who 
got around $2,500, and Eddie Pea- 
body, making total cost of the vaude 
in neighborhood of $13,000, highest 
here in many moons. 


Tibbett Back on the — 
Metro Lot for 1 Pic 


Hollywood, March 104. 
Metro is looking for story to fit 
Lawrence Tibbett, who is returning 
to studio for single picture. 
Songster currently has one more 
film to make on two picture deal at 
20th-Fox. 














Thomas to Col., Olmstead 
East; Shea Joins Par 


Hollywood, March 10. 

After five years in Paramount ad- 
vertising-publicity department, Bill 
Thomas has moved to Columbia to 
replace Ed Olmstead, transferred to 
Col’s New York offices, as publicity 
head. 

Joe Shea, aide to Gabe Yorke 
when latter was at Fox, replaces 
Thomas at Par. 








—eP 


Title Spree 





Hollywood, March 10. 

Although Columbia has made 
number ef title shifts on new 
Frank Capra picture, studio is 
determined to ‘go to town” with 
it. Originally it was labelled 
‘Opera Hat,’ then changed to 
‘Cinderella Man.’ It finally be- 


came ‘A Gentleman Goes to 
Town.’ 

Now they’re more specific, 
and it’s ‘Mr. Deeds Goes to 
Town.’ 











F-WC BUY WITH 
20TH-FOX SET 


-_ 





Los Angeles, March 10. 
First of 
a@ major company’s film product for 


countrywide circuit buy 


1936-37 season was closed here last 
week when deal was completed be- 


tween National Theatres, Inc., and 


20th-Fox. Buy, whick provisionally 
calls for 59 pictures, was made for 
some 450 houses included in Na- 
tional Theatres setup, which takes 
in the Fox-West Coast circuit and 
all of its affiliates and subsids. 

Buy was discussed here for sev- 


eral days by Spyros and Charles 
Skouras, and all. F-WC division 
chiefs, with John D. Clarke and 


Herman Wobber representing 20th- 
Fox. 

20th-Fox understood 
gotiated number of other product 
deals in various key centers, with 
some localities as much as 75% sold. 
Closing of Fox West Coast buy and 
launching of selling season on 
Coast is approximately at same time 
of the year as last season. 

All 20th-Fox branch exchange 
managers in the western area con- 
ferred at San Francisco last Satur- 
day (7) with Wobber, when new 
season's product was outlined, and 
word given for selling to get under 
way. 

J. J. Sullivan, chief film buyer for 
Fox West Coast, heads east in two 
weeks, to start negotiations with 
other majors for 1936-37 product. 
This is several months earlier than 
usual, but with the Skourases said 
to take stand that film buys are 
much too important to leave until 
just before new season opens. They 
want all buys cleaned up before 
summer sets in. 


OAKIE LEAVES PAR 
FOR RELIANCE TERMER 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Jack Oakie terminates his Para- 
mount contract Sept. 1 and moves 
over to Reliance Picts on a term 


to have ne- 








Dangling Fame 
Hollywood, March 190. 
Lois Wilde, former Metropolitan 
Opera dancer and a Howard 
Chandler Christy model, will do 
femme cliffharger in Republic’s 
serial ‘Undersea Kingdom.’ 





Schulberg’s Next at Col. 


Holly wood, March 10. 
Next for B. P. Schulberg at Co- 
lumbia is ‘Queer Money.’ Erle Ken- 
ton directs. 


deal, 
Reported negotiations with 20th- 
Fox didn't jell. 


Metro Anchors McGuire 


Hollywood, March 10. 
William Anthony McGuire draws 








Metro. 

McGuire, who has been confined 
to bed with flu attack, will function 
under Hunt Stromberg. 








MPTOA Pans ‘Busybody Legislation, 
Favors Intra-Industry Arbitration 





Miami, March 10. 

The Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America’s exec board, conven- 
ing here, has decided that producers 
and exhibitors will bury the hatchet, 
preferably in the sealp of ‘busybody 
legislation.” The group, meeting at 
the Biltmore, decided to appoint a 
ms Be 
sales managers of the producing or- 


committee to meet in with 


ganizations to ‘iren out’ differences 
between the two groups, Ed Kuy- 
kendall, president of the association 
announced after the meeting. 
‘We'll put before the. sales man- 
agers of the producing units the 
proposition that unless concessions 
are made in the matter of eancella- 








tion privileges, we will be faced with 


|the necessity of both national and 
state legislation, Kuykendall said. 

‘Neither the producers nor the ex- 
hibitors desire annoying legislation. 
Neither believes the Government 
should interfere with the motion 
picture business and both would 
rather settle differences betweea 
themselves. 

‘But these concessions are vital to 
us, and | feel sure the producers 
will see it that way. If we ean 
reach a settlement, we can combine 
forces against the ridiculous Neely- 
Pettingill bill now in Congress, a 
bill whieh would damage us both 
terribly.’ 

It is this bill that the film men 
term ‘busybody legislation support- 
ed by soreheads and chiselers in the 
business and busybodies and pro- 
fessional reformers outside it.’ 











a new two-year writing contract at | 
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Boys Start Talking for Headlines 


As Pettingill Hearings Start in Wash 





ca 


Washington, March 10, 
Fight over regulation of the mo- 


tion picture industry opened on a 
new front Monday (9) when a sub- 
committee of the House Interstate 
Commerce Committee settled down 
for hearings on the Pettingill anti- 
block booking bill. Preposal, which 
is a companion measure to the 
Neely bill discussed two weeks ago 
before a similar committee in the 
Senate, would curb group selling 
and blind buying, Imposing stiff 
penalties on preducers and dis- 
tributors that fail to toe the line. 

Charging that motion pictures 
have ‘destroyed the reputation of 
America abroad’ and tossing most 
of the blame into the laps of ‘eight 
men in far-off Hollywood,’ Repre- 
sentative Culkin (Rep.), of New 
York tore into the picture industry 
and declared himself in favor of 
making the motion pictures a public 
utility, under Federal supervision. 

Culkin was the first of three Con- 
gressmen to appear before the com- 
mittee in support of the measure, 
which was introduced partially at 
his request. Citing cases where the 
big producers have run afoul of the 
anti-trust laws, he declared that, in 
the eyes of the government, ‘the 
motion picture industry is actually 
a monopoly and Will Hays is the 
ezar of the group.’ 

‘Majors to Blame’ 


The majors were blamed for re- 
lease of “undesirable’ pictures in 
Europe which, Culkin charged, have 
given inhabitants of foreign coun- 


tries a distorted idea of American 
life. ‘Nothing in our present day 
relations with foreign countries is 


so absolutely fatal and destructive 
of good will as those pictures which 


are represented as being true to 
American life,’ he stormed. 
Answering Charles C. Pettijohn, 


counsel for the Hays group, who 
previously argued the Pettingill bill 


|contains no real provision for rais- 





ing moral standards, Culkin insisted 
that passage of the measure would 
result in clean films for community 
houses and a general improvement 
in theatres all over the country. He 
admitted, however, that perhaps the 
powers of selection of local exhibi- 
tors might be ‘below the level of 
the producers.’ The Dill itself, he 
said, ‘has a moral stay by giving 
voice to local influences’ and would 
compel exhibitors to show films 
suitable to their communities. 

In contrast to hearings before the 
Neely subcommittee two weeks ago, 
much curiosity and interest was dis- 
Played in the proceedings both by 
spectators and participants. Lively, 
after a long weekend, the committee 
of five Congressmen closely followed 
the testimony of proponents of the 
bill. 

First witness at the opening hear- 
ing was Dr. Stephen P. Cabot, hon- 
orary v. p. of the Motion Picture 
Research Council, who repeated 
much of the testimony he gave be- 
fore the Neely committee and again 
urged adoption of the measure as a 
means of outlawing pictures which 
are harmful to kids. Although ad- 
mitting that films, during the past 
year, ‘have improved in quality and 
character,’ the elderly gent ex- 
pressed doubt that they would re- 
main so, Producers have been 
making promises since the _ start 
of the industry, Cabot charged, 
‘but those promises did not amount 
to much. They say that they have 
at last cleaned house and will con- 
tinue to keep it clean, but there may 
at any time be an increase of un- 
desirable pictures.’ 

Only member of the opposition to 


testify during the first day was 
Pettijohn, who was allowed 30 


minutes at the start of proceedings 
to outline his case. The Hays coun- 
sel approached the subject of block 
booking from the standpoint that 
distribution of films is a mecnani- 
cal problem and that enactment of 
the Pettingill bill would result in 
serious confusion in an industry 
which delivers 30,000 miles of film a 
day to all parts of the country. He 
compared such a condition with a 
railroad suddenly required to route 
its trains over 30,000 miles of track 
without schedules, and predicted 
that there would be ‘wrecks’ in 
either case. 
Picnic for Lawyers’ 

Another point which Pettijohn 
brought out was the legal difficul- 
ties which would arise. under those 
clauses in the bill which provide 
for injunctions, fines and jail sen- 
tences for group salés of pictures, 


failure to provide accurate synopses 
with all pictures and other viola- 
tions of the act. The bill ‘would 
provide a picnic and a merry-go- 
round for lawyers all over the coun- 
try,” Pettijohn insisted. 

The Hays lawyer again attacked 
the motives of independent exhibi- 
tors, claiming that, ‘although they 
have good people believing that they 
would produce ‘King of Kings’ and 
‘David Copperfield,’ their selections 
would follow the trend of the box 
office, rather than that of moral pic- 
tures.’ 

Pettijohn pleaded that the abol- 
ishment of wholesale selling should 
be extended to wholesale buying as 
well, as films would be put on the 
auction block and ‘the man with the 
most money will get the best pic- 
tures.’ Exhibitors want to pick the 
cream and leave the skim milk to 
their opposition,’ he asserted. 

teview of the bill was given by 
Henry R. Atkinson of the Motion 
Pieture Research Council’s legal 
committee, who countered an attack 
made by Pettijohn on the legality of 
the bill at the previous hearings. 
Atkinson was questioned closely by 
Representative Cooper of Ohio, who 
j}asked if there was anything in the 
| measure to prevent exhibitors from 
buying undesirable films. Upon be- 
ing told ‘nothing whatever,’ the Ohio 
Congressman restated his question: 
‘There are ladies present today who 
are interested in cleaning up. You 
say you are going to leave this en- 
tirely up to the exhibitor?’ Atkin- 
son replied that he thought that 
local civic groups “would have con- 
trel of neighborhood screens,’ once 
the measure was passed, 

Representative Connery (Dem.) of 
Massachusetts appeared in the role 
of ‘a friend of the theatre, and a 
friend of the moving pictures.’ Con- 
nery, who spent many years as a 
vaudeville performer and ran his 
own theatre in Salem, Mass., before 
entering politics, supported the Pet- 
tingill bill ‘both from the proposition 
of doing away with a monopoly and 
from the moral proposition.’ 

Double Entendre 


Recalling that he had opposed the 
drastic Patman bill two years ago, 
and that he had expressed himself 
at that time as against federal cen- 
sorship for the film industry, Con- 
nery said that he felt that the bill 
would cure ‘not immediately, but 
ultimately, the exhibition of un- 
moral pictures.” He attacked ‘the 
double-meaning line,’ as the chief 
evil of undesirable pictures. ‘Pro- 
ducers introduced the double-mean- 
ing line and risque scene,’ he said, 
‘trying to get a laugh from the audi- 
ence,’ 

Representative White (Demo.) of 
Idaho appeared in the bill's behalf 
and protested that the big com- 
panies put the little fellow out of 
business. Abram F. Myers, general 
counsel for Allied Associates did a 
repeat performance of his monop- 
Oly-blasting act of two weeks before 
and charged against that motion 
picture producers and distributors 
had shown flagrant disregard for the 
anti-trust laws. 


An informal opinion procured 
from the Attorney General and 
written by Harold M. Stevens, as- 


sistant Attorney General, was intro- 
duced in the record by Chairman 
|Pettengill. The Department of Jus- 
tice, according to Stevens has found 
that block booking and blind selling 
are widely used by producers and 
distributors and place the exhibitors, 
especially the independents, at a dis- 


advantage. The opinion also found 
that the major producers had 


formed a habit of allocating their 
choicest productions to affiliate the- 
atres. 

‘It is believed that legislation on 
block booking and blind selling 
should be upheld by the courts and 
that legislation affecting other prac- 
tices and relationships of the indus- 
try would also probably be upheld,’ 
the opinion stated. 

Women Champion Films 

Cracks that ‘many mothers use 
theatres as a nursery’ and that it 
was difficult to see the difference 
between buying films in blocks and 
buying books under the Book-of- 
the-Month club system, were made 
by women representatives of civic 
organizations who testified against 
the Pettingill anti-block booking biil 
during the second day’s hearings 
before a house subcomunittee. 

‘Some exhibitors want to have 
their cake and eat it too,’ the com- 
mittee was told by Mrs. Edward 
Barsham, chairman of the Wilming- 

(Continued on page 29) 
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S.E.C. REVEALS 
MORE PIC CO 
HOLDINGS — 





Washington, March 109. 

Sale by Jack L. Warner of large | 
slugs of Warner Bros. securities in 
late January was revealed last week 
by Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission. Semi-monthly 
holdings also threw more 
light on transactions incident to 
the Fox-20th Century merger last 
fall. 

As one of the major owners of 
W. B. paper, Jack Warner cut his 
holdings of 6% debentures to 1,823,- 
000 by selling blocks of 20,000 and 
13,000 on two successive days. Only 
a few days earlier he had picked up 
3,000 shares of the firm’s common, 
boosting his holdings of these tick- 
ets to 88,060 shares. Also holds 10,- 
618 of the $3.85 preferred in his own 
name and 4,786 through a personal 
holding company. 

3Zelated stock dividend boosted 
Jack Cohn’'s investment in Colum- 
bia paper, report shows. He re- 
ceived 813 shares of common 
through the trust agreement, rais- 
ine his interest to 1,377,748. 

More sales of 20th Century-Fox 
ducats by Sydney Towell, director, 
were revealed in the S. E. C. sum- 
mary. Towell disposed of 275 shares 
of common and 550 of $1.50 pre- 
ferred, cutting his holdings of the 
respective issues to 34 and 67 at the 
end of the month. 

Multiple sales, purchases and ex- 
changes of Fox-20th Century paper 
by Harold B. Clark and White, 
Weld & Co., of which he is a mem- 
ber, during August and September 
were revealed by the Commish. The 
previous S. E. C. report showed 
similar activity by Wall Streeters 
and other investors in the two 
Hollywood studios, 

During September, White, Weld 
sliced its holding of 6% debentures 
by selling 19,800 shares in three 
different lats over a period of two 
weeks, and by purchasing 10,100 
shares during the same _ interval, 
making a net reductton of 9,700. At 
the end of September, Clark held 
in his own name 50 shares of com- 
mon and 101 shares of the $1.50 
preferred. 

During the previous month, ac- 
cording to an amended report, Clark 
acquired his 50 shares of common 
through an exchange in which he 
surrendered 201 shares of the old A 
common. By the swapping method 
he also acquired 101 shares of pre- 
ferred. White, Weld & Co., in 
August, boosted its holdings by pur- 
chasing in three lots 2,100 deben- 
tures, raising its total to 9,700. The 
Wall Street firm in September then 


proceeded to dispose of all this 
paper. 


report on 
stock 


|land for the Grand 





SHEL WORKING OUT 


SHEEHAN-PAR DEAL 


Present plans for Winfield R. | 
“‘oOdt 


Sheehan as a Paramount producer 


call for production of 10 pictures a 
With studio 
schedules to determine 
of these are to be ‘A’ and how many 
‘B’ pictures. If Sheehan is to make 
four A features, he would then make 
six in the B grade; six of the A 
type, 
this depends on circumstances, 

While Sheehan is agreed on join- 
ing Par as an producer 
at Jolin E. Otterson’s invitation, the 
contract itself has not 
duced to paper. Nathan Burkan is 
working it out for Sheehan before 
it is brought up for ratification by 
the board. 

Frank Lloyd's contract 
rector has been signed but 
iwaits board approval, 


year, 


how many 


the other four would be B. All 


associate 


been re- 


as a al- 
also 


MYRON SELZNICK’S FLU 
Nollywood, March 19. 
Myron Selznick was ordered to the 
hospital by his doctor. Heavy flu 





| delayed 
facilities and | 





ittack, 


Whitney’s Biz Abroad 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Jock Whitney, while abroad, will 
ry to induce Alexander Korda to 
make two or more color pictures in 
London for Selznick 
Figured he 
1dvantage of Hollywood 
talent now in England. 

Whitney is also said to be reading 
two plays for Broadway 


+ 


Pioneer and 
International release. 


ould take 


possible 


| production. 


Whitney is en route to 


Eng- 
National race. 
He planed east Sunday (8). 

Returns to the Coast in April for 
production conferences with David 
O, Selznick and Pioneer pictures. 





WB PLANS MORE 
PROD. ABROAD 


Warner and 
head, sail for 


Harry M. 


Morris, 


Sam 
WB foreign 
Europe next Wednesday (18) to dis- 
distribution plans 


cuss European 


and to check into production on 


the other side. 

The company is interésted in ex- 
pansion of production in Europe. 
WB already is set up in the Ted- 
dington, England, studio. While 
abroad, Warner and Morris will also 
lay plans for further showing of 
‘Midsummer Night's Dream’ in for- 
eign countries, 


HEARST’S N. Y. PAPERS 
TABU ‘KLONDIKE’ ADS 


To get around the Hearst ban 
against ads on the Mae West pic- 
ture, ‘Klondike Annie,’ Paramount 
has worked out an ad to cover the 
rest of the show. It invites the 
public to phone to learn what fea- 
ture would be. Such an ad for the 
Paramount, N. Y., was prepared and 
in N. Y¥. accepted by the Journal 
and Mirror but turned down by the 
American. 

Par advertised the Fred Waring 
orchestra and pit entertainers, with 
ads indicating special operators had 
been put on to answer inquiries as 
to the feature. 








Nebraska Tussle 
Lincoln, March 10. 
City Manager Jerry Zigmond of 
Cooper Enterprises here is attempt- 
ing to gain a showing locally of 
‘Klondike Annie’ even if the film 


has to undergo certain deletions. 
County Attorney Max Towle, last 
week, slapped a guarantee of in- 


junction against the showing if at- 
tempt was made to follow through 
on the ads. Zigmond has turned the 
matter over to the Omaha distrib 
offices and suggests they do a laun- 
lering stunt. 
Rochester, N. Y 
Editorial blasts by 
Journal American against ‘Klon- 
dike Annie’ caused last minute 
shift from 1,90%-seat Century to 
opening in the RKO Pal- 
ace house in 





March 10. 
Hearst's 


ace. 3,400-seater and 


the Comerford 


group. 
March 10. 
itres (Par 
‘Klondike 
ntown. Pic 


Detroit, 
United Detroit The 
subsid) has shunted 


Annie’ to the RKO dow 


ypens Friday, replacing ‘Follow acd 


Fleet. 


Fred Schuessler Vice 
Datig as Par Caster 


Hollywood, March 19. 

Paramount expects to close today 
(Tuesday) with Fred Schuessler, 
recently resigned as RKO Radio's 
chief caster, to head the casting de- 
partment. 

Fred Datig, for past 11 years 
casting director at Paramount, has 
resigned. Continued till  heaith 
prompted Datig’s leaving studio. 


———_______ 


31, 000,000,000 








MORE REVENUE 


|U. S. Eyes Pix Industry to | 
Make Up Deficits—Talk | 


of Starting Admish Taxes | 
at 20-25c Tickets—Pro- 


pose Rap on Undivided 
Profts of Corporations 


HURT RESERVES 


Washington, March 10. 
Heavier taxes on the film indus- 
try are being weighed by House of 
Representatives committee 


beating 
the bushes for more than $1,000,- 
000,000 in government 
revenue, but prospects are that the 


additional 





existing 10% tap on tickets costing 

more than 40c will be unchanged. 
A lower starting point for box of- 

| fice impost was advocated by vari- 





ous members of the ways and means 
committee opposing President 
Roosevelt's request for a stiff charge 


on all corporation earnings and 
there is still a chance that the 
theatre levy may be made more 


stringent in order to avoid socking 
all business and industrial firms 
heavily on their undistributed in- 
come, 

Indirect opposition to a stiffer 
ticket tax was registered Friday (6) 
by Internal Revenue Bureau which 
pointed out, however, possibilities of 
corralling much additionai revenue 
from broadening the charge to in- 
clude neighborhood houses. In an 
unsigned memorandum on the sub- 
ject of nuisance levies, Commis- 
sioner Guy T. Helvering admitted 
the yield could be increased five 
times but washed his hands of re- 
sponsibility by sounding an ‘on your 
own heads be it’ chord. 

With the present tax bringing in 
$16,000,000 annually, the theatre im- 
post could be made to produce $80,- 
000,000 if exemption were chopped 
to 10c, Helvering said. But in the 
event of such action ‘patrons of 
motion picture theatres and the like 
would be made subject to the tax,’ 
Commissioner said, adding ‘there- 
fore, the increase in revenues would 
be obtained largely from lower in- 
come groups.’ 

Luxury Tax? 

Still pondering all possibilities, 
committee may eventually decide to 
lower the starting point to 20c or 
25c, according to members desirous 
of ducking responsibility for adding 
to the business tax burden. A sub- 
stantial number of legislators feel 
the box office rap is in the nature 
of a luxury tax and that large 
amount could be raised in compara- 


the exemption figure. 

Film corporations, as all business 
firms, are in danger of having the 
government pounce on all their 
earnings. In demanding more cash 
for government operations, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt suggested major re- 
form by abolishing existing levies 
on capital stocks and surplus profits 
and in lieu of these bites he urged 
a graduated levy on all income be- 
fore distribution. Scales being de- 
bated by committeemen range from | 


in order to allow diversion of a rea- 
sonable amount of earnings to re- 
serves. 


Would Hurt Reserve Funds 


a 


Ck BIG TAX RAP | 








‘Sutter’s Gold Week’ 


March 10 

Governor Merriam has proclaimed 
the week of March 25-31 ‘Gold 
Week’ in recognition of the world 
premiere of Universal's ‘Sutter's 
Gold’ at Sacramento, March 25. 

Banner publicizing the film is 
hung on the main floor of the cap- 
itol. 


THALBERG DEAL 
SET, SCHENCK 
BACK T0 NY. 


Nick Schenck left the Coast Fri- 


Sacramento, 








day night (6) for New York via 
Florida after conferring on the Irv- 
ing Thalberg matter. Understood 
here that all the terms of the agree- 
ment have been found satisfactory, 
and that the contract will be signed 
by Thalberg later, probably when he 
arrives in N. Y. en route to Europe. 

New 10-year ticket reported to 
call for a minimum of 10 pictures 
yearly made by Thalberg’s unit, with 
Thalberg to have first call on all 
contracted Metro people for his pro- 
ductions, 

Herbert Maas, Thalberg’s attor- 
ney, was reported to have left the 
Coast for N. Y. over the weekend, 





OTTERSON’S WALL ST. 
EDITORS’ POWWOW 


John E. Otterson will explain 
Paramount's financial situation and 
setup at this time at a luncheon 
Friday (13) to the Wall street edi- 
tors of the New York dailies. Pre- 
ferring not to appear before too big 
a group at one time, trade paper 
and wire service representatives 
will be addressed later by the Par 
president. 

The private dining room at Par 
headquarters will be the scene of 
the lunch to the financial eds or 
eight N. Y. dailies. 


—_— 


Trem Carr’s Vacash 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Trem Carr is taking a two-month 
vacation jaunt through Europe be- 
fore making a new production tieup. 
Former Republic Pictures head is 
due back May 15 to make & choice | 
from several deals, 














tively painless fashion by lowering | 


20 to 3744%, with limited eneenptree | 





Such a tax would hit the film in- 
dustry especially hard, statisticians | 
admit, because of the custom of} 
pouring large amounts into reserves 
and surplus as a cushion against 
production risks. The immediate 
effect of such a tax would be to 
force concerns to distribute their 
pigeon-holed cash, paying a huge 
sum to the Treasury, and to curiail 
studio practice of building up a ma- 
terial backlog to meet future hard 
times. 

The effect of such tax law changes 
on the amusement biz was reflected 
in an analysis of 1933 tax returns-— 








ifor the 








latest available  statistics—which | 
showed surplus and_ undivided | 
profits in the major industry group | 
containing amusements were ap- 
proximately eight times as great as | 
dividend payments. 

Indicating that amusement enter- 
habitually set aside large 
amounts for reserves, Treasury fig- | 
ures showed that in the serv- 
ice trades (professional activities | 
amusements, hotels, ete.) 6,351 cor- 


prises 


porations showing net income in 
1933 put $245,428,000 as un- 
divided profits and distributed only 
$31,576,000 as cash dividends. 
dition, dividends aggregating $3,- 

948,000 were paid by the 28,195 en- | 
terprises which wound up the year | 
in the red, so that the whole group 


aside 


In ad- | 


including both the 


losing 


profitable and 


concerns, handed over to 


stockholders $41,524,000 and with-| | 
held a net sum of $179.173,000 (with 
deficits amounting to $66,255). 

The excess profits tax whic} 


President Roosevelt wants repealed 
amusement enterprises onl 
1933, so that the 
from lifting this 


cost 


$72,000 in 
industry 


henefit 


levy would be negligible. Exhibs 
would save $24 900, and pre duce 
$22,¢ 09 on the basis of 1933 6 ra 


Lions 





| showing 


lein this May 


LeRoy Wants Own Production Unit: 
May Leave WB, 


> 


Distrib Elsewhere 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Determined to form his own pro- 
duction company, Mervyn LeRoy 
may pull away from Warner Bos. 


Both United Artists and Paramount 
may land him on a releasing ar- 
rangement, it is said. 

LeRoy when in New York shortly 
will confer with John E. Otterson 
and UA with respect to producing 
his own pictures for release through 
one of these companies. Harry M, 
Warner, WB president, who has 
been on the Coast discussing mat- 
ters with LeRoy while surveying 
production generally, preceded him 
east, accompanied by A. W. Smith, 
Jr., Gradwell Sears and Joe Ber- 
hard, who arrived there Sunday (8). 
LeRoy and his wire, the former 
Doris Warner, sail for Europe on a 
holiday. 

Irving Thalberg also has been 
after LeRoy for some time. He 
wanted him to do ‘Good Earth’ but 
Warners wouldn't let him off for 
this one. 

LeRoy is Harry M. Warner's sone 
in-law, 


M-G READYING 
LONDON PROD. 


London, March 10. 

Metro’s policy of going in for 
local production on a bigger scale 
than in the past is likely to get 
started ir. the near future. 

Understood that the first picture 
on the new setup will be ‘Bonnie 
Prince Charlie,’ with Leslie Howard 
due here in June to start work in it, 
and Valerie Hobson opposite, 


‘ADVERSE,’ ‘PASTURES’ 
TO BE ROADSHOWED 


Warner Bros. executives will hold 
a conference today (Wednesday) to 
discuss ‘Anthony Adverse’ and 
‘Green Pastures,’ together with 
sales policy on both pictures. Harry 
M. Warner, Joe Bernhard, Grad 
Sears and Andy Smith, Jr., who re- 
turned Sunday (8) from the Coast, 
saw both pictures out there. ‘Ad- 
verse’ was seen prior to scoring, 
‘Pastures’ in its nearly-completed 
rough state. 

Major Albert Warner, v.p. in 
charge of distribution, who has 
been in Florida for six weeks, re- 
turned Monday (9) in order to at- 
tend the conference today, and later 
in the week Hervey Allen, author of 
‘Adverse,’ comes to New York for 
huddles with Farrar & Rinehardt, 
publishers of the book, and Warner 
Bros. on plans to push the picture, 

Warners is virtually set on road- 
both ‘Adverse’ and ‘Pas- 
tures. What company heads will 
principally discuss today (Wednes- 
day) is on just what basis both pic- 
tures will be two-a-dayed and 
when. ‘Adverse’ will probably go 





| out ahead of ‘Pastures,’ but whether 


or not the roadshowing should be- 
or early fall is to be 
decided. ‘Pastures roadshowing 
also will be discussed. 


Rogell Departs Col 


Hollywood, March 10. 
up his termer at Colum- 
bia as director, Al Rogell will ne- 
iate deal with anothet studio. 
(Mon.) 
fishing 


Winding 


Hie pulled out yesterday 


. - 
oer (Ciuayvmas, Mexico, on 


THALBERG TIES M’NUTT 


Hollywood, March 10. 
William Slavens McNutt has been 
ced under a two-year contract at 
He'li funetion exclusively on Irv- 
Thalberg productions, 
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Film Exchange Employees-Repub 
Deadlocked, Union Picketing N. Y. 
Theatres Showing Republic Films 


Reaching a deadlock with Repub- 


lic in its negotiations for recog- 


nition and the closed shop, the Film 
Exchange Employees Union has 
started picketing all theatres in the 
Greater New York area playing Re- 
pub pictures. According to the 
union’s allegations Republic prod- 
uct is being cancelled or shifted in 
a number of instances in order to 
avoid the picketing. 

While the situation with Republic 
has reached this stage, with the 
FEE turning down compromise pro- 
posals of that exchange in New 
York and preparing for a fight, 
the newly created union hopes to 
make better headway with Warner 
Bros. and others. 

A meeting is scheduled for this 
afternoon (Wednesday) with War- 
ner executives, at which the FEE 
will present its demands for con- 
sideration and discussion. WB has 
made no commitment except to dis- 
cuss the matter with an FEE com- 
mittee. Favorable progress is also 
reported with Columbia after con- 
versations with Jack Cohn in New 
York. 


Also Circuit Houses 


The FEE picketing program 
against Repub, after all apparent 
hope for an agreement with this 
distributor had been dissipated, is 
against all houses exhibiting Repub 
product, including circuit theatres 
of the Loew, RKO and Skouras 
chains. Union pickets only ‘when 
a Repub picture is current, with 
placards of the pavement marchers 
attacking Repub only. FEE checks 
theatres and Repub pictures, as- 
signing two men to each house 
when playing a Repub release. 

Only Loew house to be picketed 
so far is the Hollywood, which 
Monday and Tuesday (9-10) was 
playing ‘New Frontier.’ The Melba, 
Brooklyn, also Loew's, was to play 
this same picture over the week- 
end, but didn’t, although scheduled. 
RKO is not known to have made 
any cancellations or booking shifts 
so far but numerous indies have. 
A. H. Schwartz’s Century circuit is 
claimed to have cancelled ‘Pent- 
house Party,’ which was to play 
the Oceanic, Brooklyn. The Folly, 
Brooklyn, an indie, cancelled both 
‘New Frontier’ and ‘Penthouse 
Party,’ according to union informa- 
tion. FEE also says it has been 
promised by two other indie houses, 
Circle and University, latter in 
Bronx, that they would cancel Re- 
public pictures booked. Hope of the 
theatres in cancelling or setting 
back pictures is that FEE and Re- 
public may get together. 

The American Federation of 
Labor, which issued a direct charter 
to the FEE, is assisting the new 
union in its fight for recognition. 
Other unions in the industry, such 
as Local 306, N. Y. Operators, are 
lending moral support. They are 
naturally sympathetic to the FEE 
drive for recognition and any ef- 
fort of this or other unions to im- 
prove working conditions, a high 
labor executive pointed out. 





5th ‘Cassidy’ Hops Along 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Fifth of ‘Hop-Along Cassidy’ 
feries of westerns for Paramount re- 
lease, under label ‘Bar 23,’ is cur- 
rently in production by Harry Sher- 
man, with company on location at 
Lone Pine. 

Unit of 70 will spend 10 days there 
and at Kernville for exteriors. Cast, 
headed by Bill Cody, includes Jim- 
mie Ellison, Onslow Stevens, Muriel 
Evans, George Hays, Claude King, 
William Duncan, Clara Kimball 
Young. Howard Bretherton direct- 
ing. 


Terry’s New Set-Up 


Paul Terry has been elected pres-~ 
ident of Moser-Terry, Inc., makers 
of Terry-Toon cartoons, succeed- 
ing Frank Moser, retiring to devote 





his time to painting. New name 
for firm is Terry Toons, Inc. 
Harvey D. Day is new v.p. in 


charge of sales; Philip Scheib, mu- 
sical director and second v.p.; Wil- 
liam M. Weiss, secretary-treasurer. 











1936 Film Daily Year 
Bock Bigger ’n’ Better 


Film 


SMALL SAVINGS 
ON CAN. TARIFF 


Daily’s Year Book, like the 
circus, is always bigger and better. 
It has to be bigger in order to be 
better, since much of the matter is 
merely revised, but the 1936 volume 
runs 1,216 pages as against 1,088 for 


the previous year, and lists 15,435 
titles against the previous 14,537. " : , 

. ; Much heralded saving for picture | 
The NRA Code, which used up a . s pit ‘ 


business in the new Canadian tariff, 
which went into effect the first of 
this year, will result in an annual 
saving of less than $150,000 on fea- 


ture negatives shipped into Canada 
by the nine U. S. picture companies 
doing the bulk of business. Figured 
that saving on shorts would hardly 
amount to an additional $1,000. 

Fact that the tax reduction on 
accessories is held to be of minor 
character, leads picture executives 
to estimate the annual saving in 
taxes for producers will be under 
$175,000. American companies do 
not ship in any positive prints, con- 
sequently biggest slash is on nega- 
tive prints, 

All film companies in the U. S&S. 
sending negatives to Canada 
for distribution pay the tax 
bill, which is pyramided and includes 
duty on negative, excise tax and 
sales tax. Working arrangements 
by U. 8S. pix companies so set up 
that Canadian laboratories handle 
this negative and American pro- 
ducers pay for printing cost. 

Saving on each 7,000-foot print is 
estimated to be around $38. Nine 
larger companies that do most of 
biz with Canada make an average 
of nine prints per feature of about 
450 different negatives on which 
each of the nine companies would 
effect this small economy. It figures 
around $143,900 annually. 

Probably biggest benefits under 
new tariffs obtain to the equipment 
manufacturers. Makers of motion 
picture projectors, spotlights and 
screens obtained a 20% slash, duty 


number of pages last year has been 
dropped, to be replaced by more 
timely material. 

It remains the one essential ref- 
erence volume for the film trade and 
film writers; a history as well as a 
reference book. 


Loew's Wins Big Suit 


The $1,975,000 suit brought by the 
Theatre Holding Co., of Atlanta, 
Ga., against Loew’s, Inc., Marcus 
Loew Booking Agency, Fox Thea- 
tres Corp. and Loew’s Atlantic 
Corp., involving the long term 
lease of the Fox Theatre in Atlanta, 
was dismissed on motion Thursday 
(5) by Justice Salvatore Cotillo in 
N. Y. supreme court. The Court in 
a lenghty opinion held that the de- 
fendants could not be held account- 
able for a rental agreement made 
in 1926 between the Yaarab Temple 
Building Co., now dissolved, and the 
Fox Theatres Corp. The plaintiff 
company was formed by bondhold- 
ers and sued as assignee of the 
Trust Co. of Georgia and _ the 
Yaarab Temple Building Co., and 
also as present owner of the build- 
ing in which the theatre is located. 











Jas. Clark May Stick at 20th. 

James Clark, head of the acces- 
series department in 20th Century- 
Fox who resigned a couple weeks 
ago, may return to the company in 
a sales capacity after 20th’s general 
sales manager, John D. Clarke, no 


relation, returns from California. being dropped from 35% to 15%. 
The accessories department has |In the industry it is realized that 
been taken over by Lee Balshy,|such steps were taken because 


Canadians do not feel the com- 
petish, there being few manufac- 
turers of this equipment in Canada. 


former assistant to Clark. Elliott 
McManus, from the publicity divi- 
sion, becomes his assistant. 


War Scare Jitters Dents Stock 
Market, but Amusements Rally 

















— 
9 7 
By MIKE WEAR Yesterday’s Prices 
Anxiety over European troubles see 
: Ne 
diminished considerably in yester- Sales. High. Low. Last.chge. 
day’s (Tues.) stock market, with 500 Col. Pict.. 37% 36% 37% + % 
many groups recovering much of aon wae ag a, “a” » ee 
ground lost in Monday’s sell-off. 11,700 Gen. El... 40 39% 39% + % 
j , . 1,700 Loew .... 49 48% 49 + % 
Amusement list followed _ general 6.800 Paramount 9% 9% %+% 
trend with Keith pfd. pushing to a 2,600 Do 2d pf10%*10 10% 
new high at 91%. Technicolor re- a oo — RB. a R. ao *% 
4 . . J 30, 50  \ ecaee 2: 2y 24+ % 
covered 2% points to hit 32, frac- 4.500 Radio B... 94 918, 92% + % 
tionally away from year’s peak. 7,200 RKO ... 8% 7% 8 
Westinghouse common advanced 3 9 ta 20th-Fox.. 30 295% 30 
21,800 W. B..... 12 11% 11% + % 
points. Loew, Radio common, CURB 
Radio B, Warner Bros. common and at r—. ates .. 7" =. +2% 
both 20th Cent-Fox issues advanced _— SoNDe % 4% 
or at least held even. $10,000 Gen. Th.. 29 27% 28% —1 
‘ > , 1,000 Loew .....102% 102% 102% 
The two Consolidated Film stocks 70,000 Paramount 88% 88 88 — % 
rallied briskly as soon as fine earn- 2,000 RKO ..... 76 #41 86% 
ings statement was known. Issu- 20,000 W. B..... 90% 89° 9% + % 
ance of report came too late to af- * New 1936 low. 
fect quotations materially. Par- 





amount 2d pfd. dipped to a new low 
at 10. Warner Bros. bonds sank to 
89, new low for current move. 

War clouds which started gather- 
ing over Europe as a result of 
Germany’s new move brought sell- 
ing into the stock market last week 
in the final two sessions. The result 


Amusement Group was on the up- 
side, only scattered issues picking 
up in volume during the Saturday 
and Monday selling wave. . Volume 
for the group rose to 341,400, con- 
siderably above the previous week's 
trading activity. 





was that the substantial gains of 
inid-week were wiped out and even 
lower prices preygiled in many 
individual stocks. 

Amusements suffered with the 
others, although the fact that they 
were not particularly favored in the 
upward climb aided them in stem- 
ming the pressure, Amusement 
Group showed a loss of 0.329 of a 
point at the finish, which was at 
slightly above 43, as measured by 
the averages for 12 representative 
stocks. Unusual part about this 
comparatively mediocre showing was 
that the group established a new 
high for two years or longer at 45% 
earlier in the week. Low point was 
42%, fractionally below the closing 
level for the group averages. 

Major portion of activi*v in the 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Allan Jones. 
Mervyn LeRoy. 
John Blystone. 
George Browne. 
Johnny Green. 
Laura Harding. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Irving Berlin. 
Gavin Muir. 
Arthur Schwartz. 
Lincoln Kirstein. 
Dr. Milton Bender. 
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It was to be expected with sucha 
see-saw market that the number of 
lows would nearly equgl the total 
of new 1936 highs. This was true in 
the amusement sector where six 
new peaks were made as against 
four lows. 

The new tops were made by 
American Seating, at 27, up 50c.; 
Eastman Kodak, at 167%, a gain of 
50c.; Madison Square Garden, at 
12%, an advance of 2; Universal 
pfd., at 87%, off 2 points; Techni- 
color, at 32%, off 1% points, and 
Radio A, at 56%. General Theatre 
Equipment liens and certificates of 
the same established new 1936 peaks, 
while RKO debs hit a new low at 75, 
as did Paramount 6s, at 87%. 

New low prices were established 





(Continued on page 31) 


Inside Stuff—Pictures rd 
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Showing of D. W. Griffith's early spectacle, ‘Intolerance,’ this past Week 
to the select membership of the Museum of Modern Art Film Library 
proved too strong for many, and the directorate is faced with a peculiar 
problem concerning its future polite viewings. Dowagers especially wilted 
under the bloody moments. In future when film is shown, a warning may 
be posted before hand, as catering only to those with good stomachs, so ag 
to offset any squawks, Film narrates four tales at once, al! ending in 
disaster. Onrush of the crucifixion, St. Bartholomew's massacre, gal- 
lows hanging and Fall of Babylon had them squirming. It was made 
in 1916. 

Board wanted Griffith to make a personal appearance with the showing, 
but could not get him in time. Elmo Lincoln’s ‘Man of Valor’ character. 
ization with its head-chopping stunt the main yelp 
membership. Most of the revivals are chuckled at as good fun. 





caused from the 


Major ‘Krum El Bow’s’ Amateur Hour was screened for the 15th annual 
dinner of the White House Correspondents Association Saturday 
the form of customary burlesque reel produced by 
prising mostly library picture, which drew big hand from Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, lampooned numerous New Deal big-shots, giving the 
gong to Secretary of Agriculture Wallace, Relief Administrators Ickes 
and Hopkins, Attorney General Cummings, Secretary of State Hull and 
other cabineteers. Film was prepared under direction of Arthur DeTitta, 
local Fox reel rep, with cooperation of Lew Lehr, Lowell Thomas and 
Truman Talley. 


(7) in 
Fox Movietone, Cx 


ym- 


shots, 


Recent letters sent out by the National Council for Prevention of 
War, Washington, protesting against so-called warlike and preparedness 
speeches in newsreels have been traced to Albert Benham, director of 
what is designated the moving picture department of the council. 
Newsreel executives since that time have conferred with Benham and the 
whole matter has been brought to a head in an exchange of letters be- 
tween the picture director of this council and news weekly officials. One 
newsreel company is investigating the connection between the National 
Council for Prevention of War with Senator Nye, who’s conducting the 
senate’s munitions probe in congress. 


as 


Under its policy of previewing a new picture on Tuesday nights, the 
N. Y. Paramount is virtually a deluxer in a dual feature policy on those 
nights. While habit has been to preview a new picture on last show at 
house Tuesday eves, last night (10) house brought Mae West's ‘Klondike 
Annie’ in at an early hour so that it would get two showings on the 
night. Anyone coming in at 6 p. m. would see both ‘Lonesome Pine’ and 
‘Annie,’ plus the Eddy Duchin pit band show, with an extra performance 
of both before closing. Par opens at 8:30 a, m,. today (11), earliest any 
de luxer has ever attempted in New York. 

U. S. Navy Department forbade newsreels to shoot anyhing but ‘whole’ 
pictures of two new submarines, the Shark and the Porpoise, when the 
two undersea ships visited Washington Navy Yard last week. Subs are 
new and are ou* on shakedown cruises. It was first time newsreel men 
could recall that navy gave such an order since wartime. All the boys 
shot were lengthwise views, since they couldn’t film any individual or 
interior portions of the subs. Another new wrinkle is that all negatives 
must be handed in to a navy technician, and after development returned 
with only the shots okayed by Uncle Sam intact, 








Dishware giveaways in picture houses of metropolitan N, Y. area have 
become so costly in the operation of theatres that several spots have 
tacked on an extra admission fee when awards are made. Thus, 20c. 
houses have had to charge 25c., the extra nickel described by manage- 
ments as covering dish costs. Average price for many such articles is 
8c. to 9c. 





Writer, wanting to satisfy his own curiosity, gave intelligence test to 
head man of indie coast studio, idea being to ascertain if producer knew 
a good story when he saw one. Writer took script of ‘Dark Angel,’ 
changing title to ‘Dark Mystery,’ and made sure producer would read it. 
Week later exec rejected yarn on ground it was amateurish, with im- 
possible plot for screen. 





Hollywood freelance p.a. has become persona non grata with Los 
Angeles dailies through a stunt put over for one of his femme clients. 
P.a. planted photo of his client ill in a hospital bed, advising the papers 
photo had been specially made. Later checkup revealed that picture 
was production still from major studio where client was under contract, 
and closer examination of photograph showed makeup on ingenue’s face. 


Heavy demand for color photography by NEA, Acme, Hearst and 
other services has forced major film studios to install color still equip- 
ment. Various photo services are handling number of newspapers which 
have gone heavily for color photogs in mag and drama sections. On 
Coast, both Hearst’s Examiner and L. A. Times are splashing color in 
Sunday issues. 


Rating of foreign press correspondents in Hollywood major studios is 
being governed by release dates of American pictures in the respective 
countries. arlier the release the more important the correspondent. 
Group has been split Into two sections, A and B. Also a class C division, 
which gets a fast go-by and draws no preview ducats. 


Held up for more than two months on retakes for ‘Champagne Charlie’ 
due to inability to round up cast, 20th-Fox has finally brought picture 
back into work for added scenes. Players sought, but tied up elsewhere, 
included Minna Gombel, who was called east; Noel Madison, working at 
other studio, and Herbert Mundin, tied up in studio’s ‘Under Two Flags.’ 


News photogs got even with Babe Hardy at the Academy awards din- 
ner on Coast for an attack the actor is said to have made on one of the 
bulb pressers at Santa Anita race track. When comic made his appear- 
ance at Academy shindig, brotherhood of lensers, to a man, laid down 
their cameras, 


Attempt will be made by Metro to convert ‘The Devil Is a Sissy’ into 
a juvenile opus. All juve cast will be headed by Freddie Bartholomew, 
with Mickey Rooney and Spanky McFarland also featured. Yarn is 
built along lines similar to ‘Dead End,’ current N. Y. stage success. 


Private collection of occult lore and gadgets, valued at $30,000, has 
been gathered by Garret Fort as material to be used in his screen stories. 
Collection regarded as one of most valuable extant, and exceeded in cost 
and magnitude only by that of late Harry Houdini. 





Metro carpenters worked six weeks to construct revolving stage set 
for ‘Pretty Girl’ number in ‘The Great Ziegfeld’ which goes before 
cameras this week, with Seymour Felix photographing. Completion of 
number washes up production. 


Warner studio chiefs having tough time determining billing of 50 or 
more players who will get screen credit in Mare Connelly production, 


‘The Green Pastures.’ 


Hal Roach has discontinued series of two-reel pictures featuring Patsy 
Kelly and instead will confine her to features, 


ee 
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Unions Merger 
Awaits Uniform — 
Operator Scale 


| 


between | 
Operators, | 


The proposed merger 
Local 306, New York 
Allied and Empire State unions re- 


| with 
with 
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ACCESSORY FIRM’S SUIT 





| Schwartz's Master Art Vs. National 


Screen and Am. Display 


Master 
Tsador 
filed 
) a 
tional 


Art Products, Inc., 
Schwartz, president, 
suit for $250,600 damages in 
supreme court against Na- 
Screen Service, 
Display, Chas. L. Casanave. Tobv 
Gruen, Herman Robtins and 
Dembow. Plaintiffs seek 
junction, 


and 
have 


A 


American 


Sam 
also in- 
Master Art, busifiess 
picture theatres, competes 


accessory 


mains on, With efforts now being American Display. Action is 
made to set up a uniform wage | predicated on allegation that Na- 
scale for independent theatres in the | tional creen pac American Dis- 
Greater New York area. This and| pla nat i Violation of 
other things must be ironed out be- | 1sreeme made by Ll. Schwartz with 
fore the merger can be put through, | National in December, 1932. 
it is officially pointed out. Schwartz claims an agreement 
The 306 union has set a wage whereb e gave up his contract as 
scale with Frisch & Rinzler, Con-| manager \ National’s advertis- 
solidated and other indie chains. It | ing ind = short department (on 
is now worsing on remaining inde- |} which abo $150,000 he charges still 


pendent exhibitors in 


with Allied. On Saturday (7) it 
held a meeting to discuss a scale as 
well as the grouping of the three 


unions (306-Allied-Empire) into one, ' 
All major cir- | 


which would follow. 


cuits, including RKO, Loew’s, Par, 
Warner Bros. and Skouras, are 
signed up under arrangements 
reached some months ago. De luxe 


houses such as tadio City Music 


Hall, Par, Strand, Roxy and Rivoli | 
are continuing under last year's 
contract and terms, with this ac- 
cepted as being ‘signed up.’ 


Delay in effecting the 306-Allied- 
Emp combination is regarded as not 


unusual, since there are so many 
ramifications and ‘situations’ to con- 
sider in merging the operators in 


Greater WN. Y. Also, Bas- 
son, presidert of 306, was in Florida 
for a while. Later, Harry Brandt 
of Allied, away. 
Re-Licensing Move 

A re-licensing of all boothmen in 
New York, agreeable to Mayor F. H. 
LaGuardia, may occur prior to the 


Joseph 


was 


intended merger and even if the 
merger should fall through, While 
the mayor and ‘other city officials 


believe ops should be re-examined 
and re-licensed, action remains to be 
taken forcing this move. 
believes the maximum number of 


Basson 


operators to be licensed in New 
York should be 2,500. The number 
now holding licenses to enter booths 
is around 5,000. Theatres in the 
Greater N. Y. zone number under 
600 A lot of the men having li- 
censes have never been inside a 
booth, according to union sources, 


Buiiaio Bank Raids 


Butlalo, Mareh 19. 

The Rialto and Granada theatres 
(Schine) were raided Friday night 
by a special police squad and the 
managers placed under arrest for 
operating ‘treasury nights’ in viola- 
tion of lottery laws. Police claim 
that the Rialto was offering a $10 
cash award and the Granada a $35 
prize when the raids were staged. 
The theatres claimed that they 
were not violating the law as re- 
cently laid down in a Brooklyn 
case. 

It is possible that trial of the local 
cases may be adjourned until the 
higher courts have passed upon an 
appeal in the Brooklyn case. 


Would Enjoin Picketing 
Pittsburgh, March 19. 

George Jaffe, operator of the Ca- 
sino, formerly the Harris, brought 
an injunction suit here in common 
pleas court last week against Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers to prevent picketing. Jaffe 
charged that because he refused to 
employ a maintenance man at $50 
a week, whose duties, he said, would 
be to put in a new electric light 
bulb if one burned out in the lobby, 
electrical workers placed him on 
blacklist. 

A man representing himself as 
secretary of union demanded three 
weeks ago, when house opened, that 
Jaffe hire a man for the mainte- 
nance job, he The same day, 
two men started picketing the the- 
atre and sidewalk. Aithough they 
have not appeared Jaffe 
stated, he has been threatened with 
picketing and 


injunct ion to st op s uch action, 


Says. 


since, 


more requested 


ARNOLD TILTS LANCE 
Hollywood, March 10. 

Edward Arnold will be starred in 
B. P. Schulbe: g pi oduction 
for Columbia. 

storv is tron 
ut. Lionel 
[spot in filin. 


magazine serial by 


Stander gets fea- 


association | 


the | 


j remain due him) and 
lagreed not to With or 
' Way in 


Art for 


compete 
company in any 
Master 


1a 


| competing 


iy other 
against 
a 5-vear pericd. 


‘Expect Myers-Clinton 
Showdown at Conv. 


Of NW Allied April 20 


March 10. 


Minneapolis, 


As result of a scrap between 
Abram F. Myers, head of the na- 
tional Allied States, and J. B. Clin- 
ton, president of Northwest Allied 


States, the latter organization of in- 
dependent exhibitors is expected to 


| be the battleground of a hot fac- 
tional fight when the annual con- 
vention is held here April 20-21. 


Several of the old guard, includ- 


ling W. A. Steffes, long the North- 
west Allied leader and a former na- 
tional Allied States’ president, are 
known to feel that Clinton over- 


stepped himself in attacking Myers 
personally and assailing the latter's 
‘business methods’ in a report to his 
directors. They will have a dark- 
horse candidate for the presidency 
to oppose Clinton. Steffes and Ben- 
nie Berger, large independent chain 
operator and a former Northwest 


Allied president, are strongly pro- 
Abrams and anti-Clinton, although 
neither will commit themselves. 


Clinton was prompted to launch 


his attack on Myers by a letter 
which the latter sent to Allied di- 
rectors prior to a visit paid to them 
by the Northwest Allied president 
to ‘discuss plans to bring about 
closer cooperation between distri- 
butors and exhibitors for their 
mutual benefit.’ Clinton charges 
that Myers assailed his character 


in these letters. At the recent meet- 
ing of national Allied directors 
Myers ‘explained’ that he merely 


called attention to charges that 
others had made against Clinton. 
He promised a ‘reply’ to Clinton 


returns from his 
pleasure trip late 


when the latter 
South American 
this month. 





National 


ALGER CIRCUIT HOUSES 
FOR VERTICAL UNIO 





2 Czech Pix Still 
Legally Tiffing 
Over ‘Ecstasy’ Tag 


IN 


NIZATION 








ILL. A TEST 
BY IA. 


First Move for All Branches of Show Biz—Exhibitor 
Amenable on Operaiors and Janitors Unions but 
Balks at Doormen and Cashiers’ Union Hopes 


Legal tanglements’§ surroundi: 
two Czech films, ‘Exstase’ and 
‘Ecstasy of Young Love,’ continue | 
in New York. Latter opened at the 

| Bijou, N. Y., Monday (9) after court 

skirmis Ss still continuing al 
though title has been clipped and 
the word ‘Ecstasy’ dropped. 

Original ‘Exstase,’ which gained 


aid | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


considerable newspaper notoriety 
through being banned by the U. S. 
sovernment, is still not ready for 
showing. N. Y. Censor board has 
een considering it for the past 
Eureka Films is distributor. 
Films is handling 


veek. 
Metropolis 
pic. 

Trouble started when 
booked its picture into the 55th St. 
Playhouse, N. Y. several weeks ago. 
Eureka got a court order for tem- 


the 


other 


Metropolis 


porary injunction and theatre 
yanked the film. Subsequently mat- 
ter was taken before Justice Collins 
of N. Y. Supreme Court, who turned 
down Eureka’s request for a re- 
straining order. He pointed out, 
‘Quite true, the word ‘Ecstasy’ is 


descriptive’ but went on to say that 
‘if the plaintiff's film had been ex- 
hibited in this country and attained 
a local popularity under the title 
the defendants would be prohibited 
from palming off their picture. The 
publicity which the banning of 
‘Ecstasy’ received does not entitle 
the plaintiff to protect that name. 
More than foreign use and local 
publicity must be shown.’ He went 
on, ‘It does not follow that defend- 
ants may profit by the plaintiff's 
advertising. The defendants should 
be more scrupulous than they have 
been, not to lead the public into the 
belief that ‘Ecstasy of Young Love’ 
is the ‘Ecstasy’ which because of its 
obscenity has obtained such prom- 
inence and for which an appetite 
has been whetted. 

‘Ecstasy of Young Love’ was 
booked into the Bijou and adver- 
tised that way, whereupon Justice 
Irwin Untermeyer signed another 
order forbidding advertising or sale 
of the film under that title. Screen 
title was switched immediately but 
billing in front of house remained. 


S. S. Krellberg, operator of the 
theatre, was called to court yester- 
day morning (Tuesday) by Justice 
Untermeyer and told he would have 
to curtail the title and advertising 
matter to ‘Young Love’ or be held 
in contempt of court. All advertis- 
ing copy on the film had been 
vanked for yesterday’s dailies 





awaiting court action. 








information is that a 
ushers, doormen 
employees of 


Managerial 
move to organize 
and other’ service 
theatres not only in New York but 
elsewhere may be expected in the 
fall. While the Building Service 
Employees Union, Local 32B, which 
is presently waging a _ strike in 
apartment and office buildings in 
Greater New 
|expand its activities the- 
atres, it is believed any union going 
after the workers in showshops 
would be organized by the Interna- 
ltional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees. 

In any event, 
ganized by the IATSE or 





to cover 


whether directly or- 
independ- 


York, may attempt to | 





jentiy, the IA would have complete 
| jurisdiction of service employees: in | 
ithe theatres, George E, Browne, 


the IA, has 
jurisdiction 


botton 


president of received 
authority on for the- 
atres from top to wall to 
wall, and any union not affiliated 
with the IA wouldn't have force. 
About a year and a half ~._v a 
union was organized for ushers 
doormen, janitors, porters and other 


| service people working in theatres 





ibut, lacking proper organization 
plans, it failed to make any head- 
way. Officers of that union, now 


|; agreement 
' jurisdiction 





Move to Organize N.Y. Theatres 
Service Men Into Union by Fal! 


ee 


inactive, are reported sounding out 
proper people to contact on another 
organizational move, 

Should the Building Service Em- 
ployees Union, Local 32B, which has 
jurisdiction of apartment houses, 
hotels and office buildings, want the 


| theatres also, it would have to or- 
|ganize a separate union 


and that 
union would have to become affili- 
ated with the IA. Such a situation 
is unlikely, 

Browne, who has been 
Coast several weeks on studio mat- 
ters, is expected in New York some 
time next week. He is reported 


on 


| was 








Don Prince Badly Hurt 


Baptist hospital 


nere as re- 
neck follow- 
inches of 
Miss.., 
waters looked so 
that he 
swim, so stripping 
dived. The 
turned out to be a foot and a 

X-rays failed to show neck 
but Prince 


a couple of inches shorter 


dive into 18 water 


at Pass Ch 
The 
tempting to Prince 


resist a 


‘istian, Thursday 
gulf 


couldn't 


depths 
half. 


his shorts he 
the 


broken, it's believed 
will be 
when he gets out again. 


Ford Denies Plans 
For $5,000,000 Comm’l 
Motion Pic Studio 


Detroit, March 10. 


Ford Moter Co. is reported plan- 
ning a big commercial film studio 
here, at cost of $5,000,000, as nucleus 
for big scale production of commer- 
cial pix in opposish to Chevrolet, 
which for past several years has 
been making around 40 a year. Re- 
port is denied flatly by Ford Motor 
directly and through local office of 
firm's ad agency, N. W. Ayer & Son. 
Latter explained that rumor no 
doubt arose from fact Ford has been 
seeking sound equipment to replace 
silent cameras of factory. Rumor 
is still circulating freely hereabouts, 
however. 

If proposed studios become reality, 
Detroit's position as commercial pix 
center of country would be unchal- 


lenged. Three big studios here at 
present are producing hundreds of 
flickers annually. They are Jam 
Handy, which handles Frigidaire 


and other General Motors products 
in addition to Chevrolet; Wilding 
Co., which has been making a few 
flickers for Ford past few years in 
addition to Dodge and other auto 
makes; and Metropolitan, smallest 
of the leaders, which also handles 
an occasional G.M. film and others. 

Chevrolet’s flickers range from 
$75,000 to $100,000 each. Practically 
all of talent for films made here by 
companies past several years has 
been drawn from N, Y. and Chicago, 
including Lowell Thomas, Jack 
Pearl, Phillips Lord, Ted Husing, 
Eddie Rickenbacker and others of 
stage, screen and radio. Most of bit 
parts have been filled by local radio 
and stage players. 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Standard Oil is making a four-reel 
nicture with a cast of picture names 
and a professional production setup. 


| Milm is budgeted at $50,000, directed 





the | 


‘ : ~ . | 
coming on to discuss film studio and | 
theatre jurisdiction with the Inter- 


4rotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, who lost strength in the in- 
through the agreement with 
bringing back the basic 
and apportioning added 
in studios to the IA. 
agreement, an arbiter 
was to be named to determine 
whether the soundmen would re- 
main with the IBEW or be turned 
over to the IA. The arbiter is not 
known to have been named as yet, 
although he was to have been agreed 
upon within 60 days after the agree- 
ment or by Feb. 10. 


national 


dust ry 


producers 


Under that 





Players in- 
Frank Cra- 

Doyle, 
Kobler, 


by Christy Cabanne. 
clude Edgar Kennedy, 
ven, Ray Walker, Maxine 
Bryant Washburn, Fred 
Vivian Oakland, Frank 
Frank Melton and Betty 
Raphael Wolf is producing. 

Commercial $S.O. pic is aimed at 
its 250,000 midwest 


employees. 


personnel of 


United Detroit’s 16th 


Detroit, March 10. 


Number of United Detroit theatres 


jumped to 16 this week with the 
15-year leasing of the new $200,000 
University theatre from Detroit 
Consoldiated, Nabe, located in ex- 
clusive U. of Detroit district, was 
originally set for 1,500 seats but 
plans are being revised to include 
a balcony and raise total to nea 
2000. House was started last fall 
but has lain half-finished for some 


time due to lack of cash. Opening 
slated for May, on duals 

United, which runs four houses 
downtown and 11 nabes at present 
will pay fixed rental p is share in 
profits. Consolidated which operat 
the Ambassador nabe, now plaus 
to build two other nahes., 


down to} 


McGlynn, | 
Blythe, | 


_ = — a 

Chicago, March 10. 
ove of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
pl s fo the adoption of the 
vertical union plan for all of show 
business has been made Last week 
IATSE started negotiations on 
in general show business union 
setup in the E. E. Alger circuit 
houses in Pekin and LaSalle, II. 
These negotiations were taken up 
with the coming expiration of the 

present operators’ union contract. 
In the first conference with the 
Alger circuit the union made de- 
mands for a new wage and time 
setup and included the janitors, 
doormen and cashiers in their nego- 
tiations, insisting that the circuit 
make one deal which will cover all 
four of these work divisions in the 
| Alg r houses. While there has 
| been no doormen or cashiers’ union 
lin operation in these towns, the 
| janitors have been organized and 


| would be in 
mands for 
union 


a position to make de- 
their own deal. But the 
heads have the tak- 
ing over of these contract negotia- 
tions by the George Browne-IATSE 
organization for one general union 


olay 
okayed 


agreement, 

Only work division which the 
IATSE has not included in its con- 
tract conference is the usher group, 
and the aisle watchmen continue 
for the time being as completely 
unorganized for group bartering 
with the employers, though there is 
a growirtg report that by the time 
the next contract negotiation rolls 
around the ushers will be a part 
| of the union agreement. 

E. E. Alger is willing to negotiate 
a new contract with the operators 
union as a separate deal and will 
make an individual agreement with 
the janitors union, but he will not 
|} consider any negotiations on union 
iterms and agreement with the 
cashier and doormen work divisions. 
Operators have threatened to walk, 
it is understood, unless Alger will 
jagree to blanket negotiations for 
|the four divisions of theatre work- 
ers, 








Picquet asia Hale 
Carolina Exhib Org 


Charlotte, N. C., Mareh 10. 

Charles Picquet, of Pinehurst, was 
reelected president of the Theatre 
Owners of North and South Carolina 
at the annual convention of the as- 
sociation at Pinehurst last week. 
The organization maintains head- 
quarters here, 

Other new officers, Albert Sottile, 
H, E. Buchanan, v.p.’s; Mrs. Walter 
Griffin, sec.; directors, H. R. Berry, 
| J. M. Gregg, H. F. Kincey, J. F. Mil- 
| ler, S. S. Stevenson, Robert Bryant, 
| George Bailey. 
| Picquet has served as president 
lof the association for 12 years. 





| 


Berm re 
Minn, Test on ‘Bank’ 


Minneapolis, March 10. 

Legality of ‘bank nights’ under 
Minnesota lottery statutes is to be 
| tested in the courts here. Edw. J. 
| Goff, county attorney, will ask the 
|grand jury to vote test indictments 
jagainst theatre owners conducting 
weekly cash drawings. At the same 
| time, the county attorney expressed 


ithe opinion that ‘Bank Nights’ are 
| ‘lotteries. He points out that the 
istate attorney general has ex- 
pressed a similar view. 

According to Goff, the action is in 
response to complaints from local 
theatre owners who are not utilizing 
eift nights, 


Hossfeld To Denver 
Los Angeles 10. 
Milt Hlossfeld. recently promoted 
from chief Fox West Coast booker 


March 


to field man for Nationa] Theatres 
(Skouras Bros.) booking depart- 
ment, pulls out March 18 for Den- 
ver, his first division stop en route 
Kast 

Hiossfeld will work out of New 
Yor! Hi uccessor here has not 

I be na a, 
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Quints Romp Through L. A. for 
Smash $33,000 at State-Chinese; 
Burns and Allen $23,500 at Par 


+ 


Los Angeles, March 10. 


(Best Exploitation: Chinese-State) 

‘Country Doctor’ took town by 
storm, with heavy campaign pav- 
ing the way, and Chinese and Siate 
will do best trade at scale since 
‘Tugboat Annie,’ the record holder. 
Dionne pic is playing to larger at- 
tendance than ‘Modern Times,’ but 


latter had higher tariff fur first four 


days. The attraction is a cinch for 
1 combined $33,000 at the two 
houses, with the State running 
about $5,000 above the Hollywood 
house. 

Individual top take goes to the 
Paramount, which has the Burns 
and Allen stage show io check a 


big gross that looks like $23,500 for 
‘Preview Murder Mystery. Heavy 
ballyhoo, ether and otherwise, was 
on the B. & A. stage show, which 
hed broken eastern house records. 

‘Follow the Fleet’ is holding over 
for second stanza at Pantages and 
2KO to neat trade, as is ‘Pasteur’ 
at the Downtown and Hollywood. 
Fact that Paul Muni was written 
in runner-up in Academy awards 
helped trade a bit. 

‘Bugle Ann’ is in at Four Star for 
so-so. trade. Another first run 
added to contingent is Playhouse, 
Hollywood, which has a seven-act 
vaude show and playing any avail- 
able first run. Current is ‘Morals 
of Marcus’ which, however, is not 
getting to first base. House has 
too stiff competish to battle it out 
in the premiere run field. Filmarte 
has ‘Last of the Pagans’ in for 
week, possibly two, but is mean- 
ingless in draw qualities here. 

With Harry Brand, 20th-Fox stu- 
dio pub head, throwing in his forces 
with the theatre staffs, ‘Country 
Doctor’ stole everything in exploita- 
tion and selling line. They used 
tieup with Evening Herald-Express 
for week in advance of opening, 
getting page one text asking women 
to write guardians of the Dionne 
Quints as to how the kids should 
be reared and educated. It was a 
pushover for locals, especially the 
mothers and dads, to spill their 
ideas. Theatre gave two tickets to 
each person whose suggestion was 
printed. 





1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 


Week of March 13 








Capitol—‘Robin Hood of El 
Dorado’ (MG), 

Center—'Song and Dance 
Man’ (20th-Fox) (11). 

Music Ha!!—‘Country Doctor’ | 


(20th-Fox) (12). 
Paramount—‘Klondike Annie’ 
(Par) (il). 
Rivoli—‘Modern Times’ (UA) 
(6th wk). 


Rialto—‘Tough Guy’ (MG) 
(14). 
Strand—‘Colleen’ (WB) (2d 
wk). 
Week of March 19 
Capitol — ‘Petticoat Fever’ 
(MG). 


Music Hall—‘Country Doctor’ 
(20th-Fox) (2d week). 

Paramount—‘Klondike Annie’ 
(Par)( 2d wk). 

Rivoli—‘These Three’ 
(18). 

Roxy—‘Love Before Break- 
fast’ (U) (2d wk). 
Strand—‘Here 
Bride’ (WB) (20). 


(UA) 


Comes the 











(WB). Balanced with Bowes unit 
on stage and not up to Hoyle as 
Bowes outfits had twice previously 
played Paramount. Still $7,800 not 
so bad. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55) 
—‘Fleet’ (RKO) (2d week). Though 
not anywhere near ‘Top Hat,’ sec- 
ond stanza good on_ holdover 
week at $9,000. First week, plenty 
oke at $12,500. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55) —‘Preview Mystery’ (Par) and 


stage show. Strictly Burns and 
Allan, heading stage show. Opened 


to corking business and kept going 
at pace that indicates cinch $23,500. 
Last week, “Annie’ (Par). Hearst 
blasts helped plenty with trade go- 
ing to $20,500. 








Also tied up with Broadway de- 
partment store on fashions. 
took page tieing in pic on dresses, | 
rompers, etc. Also gave two double | 
windows with replicas and blowups 


of quints and cast, also scenes of | 
Other lo- | (RKO) 


pie that attracted crowds. 
cals stores put in similar window 
displays. Had tiein with Modern 
Screen on Quints and planted 1,500 
window cards around on gag, men- 
tioning theatres playing pic. Quint 
contest in Shopping News, which 
circulates 400,000 gratis locally, 
having readers write yarn on his- 
tory of kids to date, with quint dolls 
and tickets as prizes. Air was also 
used for plugs with Jimmy Fidler 
going to town on national an- 
nouncement pic was first he ever 
awarded ‘five bells.’ It was a 32- 
eylinder campaign and most thor- 
ough an attraction has had locally 
in many a year. 
Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55) —‘Country Doctor’ (20th). Smash 
trade from start and at scale best 
thing house has played since going 
into straight pic policy. Looks like 
cinch for outstanding $14,000, get- 
‘ing more people than initial Chaplin 
week. Last week ‘Happen’ (20th- 
Fox) and ‘Exclusive Story’ (MG). 
Got $5,500, which was red. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-35-40) 
—‘Pasteur’ (FN) (2d week). Keep- 
ing at nice gait and with preview 
held should reach good $7,000. Last 
week a bit above anticipations, 
reaching $8,500. 

Filmarte (Fox) (900; 40-55)— 
(MG). Not so forte. Will be lucky 
to hit $2,100, which is tough for 
house as it spent plenty coin and 
above regular budget on adv. Last 
week ‘Informer (RKO). Second and 
final stanza kind of blah, getting 
$1,400 for six-day holdover. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 30-35)— 
‘Bugle Ann’ (MG). Lacking draw 
names and not being anything un- 
usual, this one creating no excite- 
ment and will garner around $3,000, 
which is poor for initial week of a 
picture here. Last week ‘Pro. 
Soldier’ (20th). Second and skidoo 
stanza very week, with MacLaglen, 
even though talked for Academy 
award, only able bring in $2,100. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-35-40- 
55)—‘Pasteur’ (FN) (2d 
Couple of previews helping along, 
with holdover week above expecta- 
tions. Will hit fine $7.000. Last 
wéek, galloped ahead of Downtown 
and came through with smart $9,200. 
Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,270; 25-30-35- 
40)—"Widow Monte Carlo’ (WB) 
and ‘Great Life’ (Par), split. and 
vaudeville. Letdown from previcus 


week, without unusuai stage attrac- | 


Store | 


week). | 


Playhouse (Shafer) (1,200; 25-40) | 
—‘Marcus’ (G-B) and vaudeville. 
Just doing lukewarm trade and 
operator taking it on chin with take | 


which cannot reach over 1,000. 
RKO (2,950; 30-40-55)—‘Fleet’ | 
(2d week). Going little | 
stronger here than in Hollywood. | 
Should reach $9,000, nothing to 
sneeze at. First week oke at 
$12,900. 
State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40- 
55)—‘Country Doctor’ (20th). Long 


parade of customers all day with 
house going tops on trade over busi- 
ness of past several years. Big 
$19,000. Last week ‘Happen’ (20th) 
and ‘Exclusive (MG), a headache at 
$8,200. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
30-40-55)—‘Happen’ (20) and ‘Ex- 
clusive’ (MG), split. No one worry- 
ing about what to do with the 


profits. Fright at $2,900 top. Last 
week ‘Times’ (UA). No sensation 


here as did not even equal expected 
fair take, falling to $4,400 windup. 








Montreal, March 10. 
(Best Exploitation: Capitol) 

Lent so far is making little dent 
in grosses with packed houses every 
weekend, and the only drop, on 
Mondays, balanced by good attend- 
ance rest of week. Chaplin pic could 
have run a fourth week and the 
‘Rose Marie’ holdover are proofs of 
good biz this year. 

Palace repeats ‘Rose Marie’ with 
big biz over the weekend and should 
run $10,000 currently after $13,500 
first week. Capitol has best chance 
of a big week in some time with 
‘Milky Way’ and ‘Woman Trap,’ 
which might make five figures, since 
Harold Lloyd has a following here. 
Loew's, running ‘Seven Keys to}! 
Baldpate’ and ‘Sophisticated Scan- 
dals’ unit is average at $11,000. 
Princess taking a chance on Paul 
| Muni in ‘Louis Pasteur’ and ‘Return 
| of Jimmy Valentine,’ good for $6,500. 
| Harold Bishop, working last 
couple of weeks on ‘Milky Way,’ 
put over some heavy exploitation; 
50,000 bottle collars are being sent 
out wholesale all over Montreal at- 
tached to the milk bottles left at | 
doors, by one of the largest dairy 
firms in town. Another tie-up with 
Nestle’s Milk provides hot chocolate 
| in the mezzanine and all drug stores 
| are tied with Capitol on milk shakes, 


ete 
i ay 





| Estimates for This Week 


| $7,500. 


| Paris.’ 


| 81.000, 


LLOYD OKAY IN MONT’L; 
‘MILKY WAY’-‘TRAP’ 106, 


$10,000 expected. Last week very 
nice $13,500. 


Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘Milky 
Way’ (Par) and ‘Woman Trap 
(Par). Harold Lloyd bringing them, 


with likelihood of $10,000. Last 
week ‘Zero’ (WB) and ‘Freshman 
Love’ (Par), $7,509. 

Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200; 50)— 
‘Baldpate’ (RKO) and ‘Sophisticated 
Scandals’ unit. Average with gross 
around $11,000. Last week ‘Imper- 
sonation’ and stage show, $10,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Pas- 
teur’ (WB) and ‘Jimmy Valentine’ 
(Rep). Getting big ballyhoo in local 
press and maybe $6,500. Third re- 
peat of ‘Modern Times’ last week, 





Cinema de Paris (France-Film) | 
(600; 50)—‘Odette’ and ‘Chanson de | 
Got $800. Last week 
‘L/Equipage’ and ‘Jim LaHoulette,’ | 





St. Denis (France-Film) 
34)—‘Sous La Terreur’ and 
Femme dans le train,’ $4,000. 
week, ‘Cavalerie Legere’ and 
touche,’ $3,500. 


‘Petite 
Last | 
‘Car- 


(2,300; 
| 


| 


DOC DELIVERS 
$15,000 IN 
CINCY 


Cincinnati, March 10. 
(Best Exploitation: Albee) 


‘Country Doctor’ is the b. o. pacer 
in cinema circles currently, copping 
$15,000 for the Palace. That's $4,000 
ahead of ‘Shark Island,’ at the Al- 
bee. Of other new product, ‘Ghost 
Goes West’ is in line for $4,500 at 
the Lyric and ‘Boulder Dam’ for $3,- 
500 at Keith's, 

Combo Shubert, with ‘Calling of 
Dan Matthews’ and Ben Lyon and 
Bebe Daniels added to ‘Continental 
Cavalcade’ stage set-up, is tugging 
$11,000. ‘Wife vs. Sec’ is in second 
week transfer to Capitol and bring- 
ing $5,000, and ‘Fleet’ is third-week- 
ing on the main line with $3,300 for 
the Grand. 

‘Shark Island’ got press breaks 
when E. B. Dinerman, of RKO, lo- 
cated a descendant of Dr. Mudd. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Country Doctor’ (Fox). Ga-ga audi- 
ence reaction and notices, with 
cricks tossing extra posies at Jean 
Hersholt. Very good $15,000. Last 
week ‘Wife vs. Sec’ (MG), $17,500, 
great. 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Shark Island’ (20th). Opening 
shoved up two days. Warner Baxter 
carrying extra weight in this story 
and coming through okay for $11,000, 








‘Annie’ (Par) opens Wednesday 
(11). Last week, five days of 
‘Round’ (Col), $5,500, dull, 


Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-55)— 
‘Dan Matthews’ (Col) and Ben Lyon 
and Bebe Daniels with ‘Continental 
Cavalcade’ revue. Below par at 
$11,000. Last week ‘Personal’ (U) 
and Buddy Rogers band, $14,500, 
swell, 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Wife vs. Sec’ (MG). Second down- 
town week, $5,000, all right. Last 
week ‘Fleet’ (RKO) transferred 
from Albee for extended main line 
stay, $7,000, zippy. 

Lyric (RKO) 
‘Ghost’ (UA), 


(1,400; 35-42)— 
General trade no 
savvy satire. At tops, $4,500, dis- 
appointing. Last week ‘No Mercy’ 
(Fox), $4,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 30-40)— 
‘Boulder Dam’ (WB). Striking ob- 


| structions at $3,500, under level. 
Last week ‘Pasteur’ (WB) (2d 


week), $3,500, fair, following $6,000 
for first seven days. 


Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Fleet’ (RKO), Third downtown 
week, $3,300, good. Last week 


‘Dancing Lady’ (MG), returner, $2,- 
200, fair. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Song of Saddle’ (WB) and ‘My Mar- 
riage’ (Fox), split. At $2,100, reg- 
ular. Last week ‘Swifty’ (FD) and 
‘Coronado’ (Par), divided, $1,900. 

Strand (Ind) (1,300; 15-25)— 
‘Alice Adams’ (RKO), encoring, plus 
revival of Chaplin’s ‘Adventurer.’ 
At $1,600, no squawk. Last week 
‘Circumstantial’ and ‘Happiness C. 
O. D.,’ double, $1,700, 


‘FOREST’-HUTTON BAND, 
$14,000, OMAHA HA-HA 


Omaha, March 10. 
(Best Exploitation: Orpheum) 


Holdovers -t two houses and a 
stage show at the third. Orpheum 
which occasionally goes flesh now in 
the midst of a burst of stage shows 
and offers Ina Ray Hutton and her 
unit as the second stage presenta- 
tion in three weeks. This house 
will be far ahead of the town and 
would have an extra large figure 
except for the identation of Lent. 

Holdovers at the Brandeis and the 











tion. Should come through with é 
around $6,000. Last week ‘Fresh-; Palace (FP) (2,700; 56)—'Marie’ 
man Love’ (WB) and ‘Harrigan’! (MG) (2d week). Still big and 


=: Stn graeme ee 


Omaha mark practically capacity 
biz at these two the past week and 


Pittsburgh's Fancy 


Turns to Quins— 


$14,000 Very Fancy; Shark -Garber 226 








National First Runs 


PARAMOUNT 


‘Klondike Annie,’ Par, N. Y., 
March 11; Keith’s, Dayton, 13; 


Albee, Cincy, 13; RKO Down- 
town, Det., 13; Chi, Chi, 20; 
Minnesota, Mpls., 27. 

‘Desire,’ Met, Bost., March 
13; Orph, St. L., 20; Orph, Se- 
attle, 20; Denham, Denv., 26. 


‘13 Hours By Aijr,’ Orph, St. 
L., Apr. 3; Denham, Denv., 15. 
‘Trail of Lonesome Pine,’ 
Malco, Memp, March 13; Ri- 
alto, St. L., 18; Pal, Dallas, 14; 
5th Ave., Seattle, 26. 
WARNER BROS. 
‘Colleen,’ Par, Hot Springs, 
March 18; Stanley, Balto, 19; 
Pal, Bethlehem, Pa., 20; New- 
man, K. C., 20; Warner, Milw. 
20; Shubert, St. L., 20. 
UNITED ARTISTS 
‘Modern Times,’ Rialto, 
gutte, March 11; Cap, Hamil- 
ton, Ont., 19; Met, Winnipeg, 
20; Pal, Cincy, 20; Lincoln, 
Trenton, 21; Pal, Youngstown, 
27; Pal, Stamford, Ct., 27; Cap, 
Edmonton, Alb.. 28. ‘ 
COLUMBIA 


‘Don’t Gamble With Love,’ 
Shubert, Cincy, April 10. 

‘You May Be Next,’ Studio, 
Salt Lake City, April 2. 

‘Lady of Secrets,’ Orph., Des 
M., March 10; Roxie, Oakland, 
Cal., 18; Strand, Niagara Falls, 
April 1. 

‘Hell Ship Morgan,’ Roxie, 
Oakland, Cal., March 18; Rialto, 
Atlanta, 20; Maj., Columbus, 
G. FR 
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evident to continue. Brandeis holds 
‘Follow the Fleet’ for a full sec- 
ond week after defeating all records 
except those set last fall by ‘Top 
Hat,’ explanation probably being 
the Lenten week opening. Some- 
where near a grand under the ‘Hat’ 


figure still puts the ‘Fleet’ above 
everything else. 

‘Rose Marie’ at the Omaha sent 
records scattering besting totals 


for several separate days and grand 


total for the week. Figure noses 
out ‘Mutiny’ by few bucks. In face 
of this amount of biz film holds 


only extra two days giving way to 
new Mae West flick. 

Weather has at last given this 
section a break, however temporary 
it turns out to be. Mild tempera- 
tures past week have helped grosses 
combat the Lenten negative effect, 
and city practically rid of snow. 
Now the fear is for floods with 
every river, water hole and trench 
in the area running to bank level— 
or over. Little danger in the city 
itself with its hills, but surround- 
ing area swimming on all sides. 
Weekend weather fair. 


Last week while Omaha and 
Brandeis were packing them in Or- 
pheum just looked on. MHoldover 
biz at the first two explains drop at 
the Orpheum with the screen fare 
it had to put up with. 

Bill Miskell of the Orpheum got 
out some heavy notice for the Hut- 
ton show and ‘Petrified Forest’ on 
a campaign that started two weeks 
past. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Blank-Tri-States) (2.- 
976; 35-55)—‘Petrified Forest’ (WB) 
and Ina Ray Hutton on the stage. 
Second flesh troupe in three weeks 
but this one will have to look up to 
the figure drawn by Ted Lewis fort- 
night ago. Figure between $13,000 
and $14,000, satisfactory. Favorable 
weather may increase this some. 
Last week ‘Had to Happen’ (20th) 
and ‘Freshman Love’ (WB), double, 
just two films, $5,800. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 
25-35-40)—‘Follow Fleet’ (RKO) 
(2d week). Single feature continues 
to grind them in and out six shows 
daily for another week. This one at 
$8,250 about a grand under the rec- 
ord set by ‘Top Hat’ last fall, but 
considered more than exceptional in 
the Lenten opening. Second week 
should get this one over $5,000 ordi- 
narily strong for a first week’s total. 
No complaint here. 

Omaha (Blank-Tri-States) (2,100: 
25-40)—"Rose Marie’ (MG) with a 
record week behind it holds an ex- 
tra two days with ‘Master’s Voice’ 
(Par) cutting the schedule to only 
four turnovers daily. First week of 
‘Marie’ $10,500, nosed out ‘Mutiny’ 
record, but can't be held a full sec- 
ond week because of previous deal 
on next film. ‘Klondike Annie’ 
(Par) opens Saturday in the face of 
opposition from the Hearst Bee- 
News and a refusal by that paper 
to carry the theatre ads. Bound to 
hurt some, but not squelching. Seven 
days of ‘Annie’ with ‘Man Hunt’ 
(WB) dualled will top average some, 
probably $7,000, 








Pittsburgh, March 10. 
(Best Exploitation: Alvin) 
First breath of spring more than 
overcoming, usual let-down felt by 
Lent and main stem is sailing along 
this week to one of briskest sessions 
in months, Initial opportunity, too, 
theatres have had of studying prac- 
tical benefits of seven-day week 
since Sunday’s mild weather brought 
‘em out in droves, giving first-run 
sites their best extra day since law 
passed last November. 
Competition around here 
ment is tough, but out of 
‘Country Doctor,’ stands out. Alvin 
management might have expected 
bit too much from this one on run 
possibilities, but present indications 
are for two weeks and maybe three. 
First seven days should see site 
reach to $14,000 bracket, no record 
but sensational at this 2,000-seater. 
Surprise click is combination of 
‘Shark Island’ and Jan Garbe:’s 
band, with latter exerting pull as re- 
sult of heavy air plugging out of 
Chi recently. Weekend pretty close 
to $10,000, exceptional, and should 
have no trouble winding up in the 
neighborhood of $22,000, great. An- 
other healthy week is in sight for 
Warner, where ‘Follow the Fleet’ 
continues following big week at 
Penn. Looks like pretty close to 
$6,000 and no kicks coming at that 
figure. 
Disappointment 


at mo- 
it all. 


is showing of 
‘Modern Times’ at Penn. Chaplin 
picture doing nowhere near ex- 
pected biz and will be lucky to 
breast the tape at $14,000. That’s 
fair enough ordinarilv, but not for 
the most eagerly-awaited production 
in recent years. Desnite first-rate 
notices, ‘Love Before Breakfast,’ on 
double bill with ‘Return of Jimmy 
Valentine,’ is finding rival attrac- 
tions too much to buck and hasn't a 
chance of bettering weak $3,200, 
while same’s true at Casino, where 
‘One Way Ticket’ and the Berni-Vici 
unit will have a struggle shooting 
over $5,000. 

Campaign of ‘Country Doctor’ was 
naturally limited as far as tie-uns 
were concerned by NEA copyricht 
on quints, but even so every other 


angle was _ utilized. Newspapers 
were generous with space. Press 
has been running story in. serial 


form with photogranhs from flicker 
for weeks, extra hillboards gobbled 
up and national advertising splurge 
carried effective sock. 


Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2.000: 25-25-40) 
—‘Doctor’ {/20th). Dionne flick a 
bonafide smash and should have no 
trouble running up to $14.000. That 
makes h. o. certain and manage- 
ment is looking forward to possiblv 
third week. Last week ‘Personal’ 
(U) and ‘Morgan’ (Col) in the 
dumps at $2,750. 

Casino (Jaffe) (1,800: 
‘Ticket’ (Col) and Berni-Vici unit. 
Stage show well liked and only 
thing that’s holding site up against 
stiff competition. Around $5.000, 
not particularly good but satisfac- 
tory in face of everything around. 
Around $600 better than last week’s 
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25-35-40)— 


‘Confidential’ (Mon) and ‘Oddities’ 
unit. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1.750: 15- 


25-40)—‘Breakfast’ (U) and ‘Valen- 
tine’ (Rep). Tough break for Lom- 
bardo flicker getting in among so 
many other ace attractions because 
under ordinary circumstances the 
well-liked comedy might have stood 
a chance of getting some real dough. 
As is, doubtful of even $3,200. But 
that’s considerable improvement 
over last week’s miserable $1,900 
with ‘Lone Wolf’ (Col) and ‘Melody’ 
(UA), 

Penn (Loew’'s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Times’ (UA). Chaplin pic a 
b. o. disappointment and will do just 
a little better than average biz here. 
Around $14,000, which is no gross at 
all for star, indicating even a Chap- 
lin can’t stay away too long. Prob- 
ably moves to Warner Friday (14), 
not because take warrants it but as 
result of original commitments with 
distributors. Last week ‘Fleet’ 
(RKO) okay at $20,000, about $2,000 
under what ‘Top Hat’ did here. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-55)— 
‘Shark Island’ (20th) and Jan Gar- 
ber’s band. Click, with large meas- 
ure of credit going to Garber. Looks 
like $22,000, and everybody smiles, 
Last week Jack Benny, with ‘Ex- 
clusive’ (MG), rolled up new high 
here at present scale, getting $31,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 


‘Fleet’ (RKO). Moved here from 
Penn and still showing plenty of 
strength. Will get $6,000 and pos- 


sibly bit more without any trouble, 
and that’s healthy. Last week ‘Ran- 
cho’ (Par) and ‘Harrigan’ (WB) 
drifted off after warm start, but got 
fair enough $4,850. 


KINGSTON COLLECTS 


Los Angeles, March 10. 
Judgment for $660 awarded 
Kingston in municipal court suit 
against Carroll Graham for com- 
mission covering saie of iatter's 
story, ‘Bordertown,’ to Warners. 
Agency handled placing of sic 

more than a year ago. 


Al 
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Chi Palace Drops Vaude for Fleet, 
Gets Some Squawks and $30,000: 
Milky ’-Beery $30,000, ‘Pine’ $16,000 





Chicago, March 10. 
(Best Exploitation: Oriental, Palace) 

For some reason business was 
*’way off Friday (6), opening day for 
the bulk of the town’s pictures. 
Weather couldn’t be better, shows 
looked unbeatable, but the people 
just weren’t there. Particularly dis- 
appointing was the Chicago with 
‘Milky Way’ on the screen and Wal- 
lace Beery on the stage. Business 
was far under expectations, especi- 
ally on the matinees. 

On Saturday, however, the town 
began to pump with its oldtime 
power and the sidewalks again lined 
up with peonle. Particularly at the 
Oriental, where Jane Withers in 
person attracted what appeared to 
be every kid within a radius of 100 
miles. 

Palace has gone straight pictures 
for ‘Follow the Fleet’ and got away 
to a fair start. There has been re- 
action against the house for pulling 
the vaude, with many customers 
putting up a yelp. 

suilding in great style is ‘Traii 
of the Lonesome Pine,’ which opened 
Wednesday (4). Getting the swellest 
set of word-of-mouth comment town 
has heard in long time. Will hit 
above $16.000 on the first week and 
likely hold close that pace for the 
second. 

Exploitation was strong through- 
out the town. Jimmy Luntzel banged 
the drum in great style for Jane 
Withers; Johnny Joseph had the 
town ‘Fleet’ conscious weeks before 
the flicker opened. Also in the run- 
ning for smart exploitation were 
Jack Thoma and Jim Savage for 
their handling for ‘Music Goes 
found’ at the Apollo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 25-35-55)— 
(Round) (Col). Started Saturday 
(7) and got away nicely on the 
weekend surge. Riley and Farley 
instead of Red Hodgson in the pic- 
ture hurt in town because of Hodg- 
son’s identification with the tune in 
this territory. Willi hit around $7,- 
000. Last week ‘Happen’ (20th), 
$4,700. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) 
—Milky Way’ (Par) and _ stage 
show. Wallace Beery headlining. 
Got away sadly but started on the 
up-grade over the weekend. Indica- 
tions are for around $30,000, dis- 
appointing. Last week ‘Desire’ 
(Par) and ‘Vanities’ unit clicked for 
$38,600. 

Garrick (B&K) (966; 25-35-55)— 
‘Desire’ (Par). Holding over here 
after fine session at the Chicago. 
Will touch close to $7,000. Last 
week ‘Lady of Secrets’ (Col) man- 
aged average $5,300. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-40) 
— Navy Wife’ (20th) and vaude, 
Jane Withers on the rostrum ac- 
counting for bulk of the box office 
jingle. Clink of coins adding up to 
good $16,000, Last week ‘Millions 
in Air’ (Par) slumped towards end 
of week to finish at $13,300. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 25-35-55-65) 
—‘Fleet’ (RKO). Straight pictures 
and grinding ’em in on an eight- 
show schedule daily. Left the bar- 
rier slowly but beginning to break 
into a gallop, with indications for 
$30,000, powerful, in the offing. Last 
week ‘Love on Bet’ (RKO) tearful 
at $16,200, 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,506; 35-45-65) 
—‘Lonesome Pine’ (Par). All-color 
flicker getting talk of the town and 
settling down to money gallop which 
is going to spell profits for weeks. 
Will make it a beautiful opening 
session at tuneful $16,000, and will 
probably hold near to that pace for 
at least a fortnight. Last week 
‘Two Cities’ (MG) finished three 
weeks to happy $7,900 for final ses- 
sion. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20-25- 
35-40)—‘Freshman Love’ (WB) and 
N.T.G. unit. It’s the N.T.G. parade 
which is corralling the shekels cur- 
rently for $15,000, zowie. Last week 
‘Dangerous Waters’ (RKO) held to 
fine $12,900. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-75)—'Modern Times’ (UA) (3d 
week). Chaplin picture sticking to 
good pace and will make it four 
weeks here without difficulty. Re- 
markably little slump-off. Above 
$17,000 currently, great, after big 
$20,700 second week. 


‘Forest’ Nice $14,000 
As B’klyn Picks Up 


Brooklyn, March 10. 
Considerable 
product and weathe Downtown 
b.o.’s report better biz than has been 
their lot in past few weeks, Albee 
scoring rather well with ‘Shark Is- 
land’ and ‘It Had to Happen’ in 
second week 
Paramount with ‘Petrified Forest’ 
hoeiding up very well against stifl 
competition. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (4,000; 95-35-50) 





‘Petrified Forest’ (WB). Excellent 
press notices. Basketball games on 
Friday night drawing record crowds 
and calling for much comment. This 
week about $14.000, good. Last week 
‘Anything Goes’ (Par) $14,000. 


Dust’ 
Round’ 


(RKO) and ‘Music Goes 
(Col). Drawing nice crowds 


Last week ‘Bohemian Girl’ (MG) and 
‘You May Be Next’ (Col) received 
$13,000, over average, Management 
highly satisfied with radio tieups on 
Monday and Wednesday nights. 

Loew’s Met (3,400; 25-35-50) 
‘Ghost Goes West’ (UA) and ‘Bugle 
Ann’ (MG). Getting favbrable re- 
sponse and will bring in $14,500, 
good. Last week ‘Rose-Marie’ (MG) 
(2d week) $12,000, mild. 

Albee (3,400; 25-35-50)—‘Shark 
Island’ (20th) and ‘Had to Happen’ 
(20th) (2d week). Pretty good 
$10,000 anticipated. Last week duo 
received fine $18,000. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Woman 
Trap’ (Par) and ‘Drift Fence’ (Par). 
Looks no more than $4,000, mild. 
Last week ‘Murder at Glen Athol’ 
and ‘Timothy's Quest’ (Par) $4,500, 
unexciting. 


LENT IN ST. L.A 
REAL DENTER, 
QUINS 166 








St. Louis, March 10. 
(Best Exploitation: Fox) 
Not an alibi, but an on-the-level 
fact are the managerial statements 
that the poor business here despite 


the excellent attractions of the past 
two weeks is caused by Leat. Lent 
in St. Louis is more than just a 
season of the year what with 60% 
or better Catholic registration. 

Chaplin’s opus after a mediocre 
ovening at Loew's failed to gain any 
ground and ended up a dismal week 
with less than $14,000. ‘Wife vs. 
Secretary’ will do well but not the 
business that the combo Gable- 
Harlow-Loy justifies. Again debit 
Lent. 

At the big F&M Fox one of the 
truly great exploitation campaigns 
of the year got the Dionne Quins in 
‘The Country Doctor’ off to a splen- 
did start but not in keeping with 
what this attraction deserves or was 
expected to get. It will be a good 
week alright but not the record- 
breaker the house anticipated, 

Ed Lowry, after a recent success- 
ful week stand at F&M’'s downtown 
deluxer, the Ambassador, is back 
again with a new show and is bol- 
stering with amateur’ elimination 
contest. Lowry is a great fave here. 

Shubert- Rialto, after playing 
‘Klondike’ by itself for two weeks, 
is back with a dualer ‘Love On a 
Bet’ and ‘Man Hunt,’ but these pics 
don’t figure to disturb the bigger 
ones. 

‘Fleet,’ which set a house record 
at Orpheum, downtown WB. the- 
atre, first week, is being held for a 
third but business doesn’t seem to 
justify it. 

Grand Opera house, still only 
vaudeville theatre in town, is man- 
aging to get a little more than the 
nut each week and the management 
is satisfied the house can be built 
into a substantial moneymaker. 

Harry Greenman, mgr. at Fox, 
Lucille Byrnes, et al, at the house, 
did everything but import the Quins 
in acquainting St. Louisians with 
the fact that ‘Country Doctor’ was 
on the screen. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F&M) (5,038; 25-35-55)— 
‘Country Doctor’ (20th) and ‘Tango’ 
(Maj). Shouldn't miss $16,000 and 
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may beat this mark if weather stays 
| ood. Crix also helped by calling 
| feature a five-star effort. Last week, 
|‘Had to Happen’ 
Tough to Kill’ (20th) didn’t do as 
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} well as expected and finished wien 


$8,200, fair. 
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Ambassador (F&M) (3,108; 25-35-| 


40)—‘Devil's Island’ (Col) and ‘Dan- 


igerous Inirigue’ (Col) and Ed 
i Lowry and unit on stage Headed 
fer $13.000 which will be satisfac- 
itory and profitable Last week 
| ‘Here Comes Trouble’ (20th) and 
Jackie Coogan Bett Grable and 
California Collegians on stage, $14,- 
00. but expected to do better 
Shubert-Rialto (WE) (1,725; 25- 
95.55)—‘Love On Bet (RKO) and 
‘Map Hunt’ (WB) Doesn't figure to 
ltop $7.500, only fair East week 
‘Klondike Annie’ (Par), 2nd week 
faded fast. oniv 35,600 
! Orpheum (WR) (1.960: 95-35-55) 
|_Pollow the Fleet’ (RKO) (Gra 
week). At $5,000 will be lots of 


money for 3rd week; last week nice | 
$9,100. | 

Loew’s (3,162; 25-35-55)—'Wife vs. | 
Secreiary’ (MG). Looks $15,000, all 
right. Last week ‘Modern Times’ | 
(UA) biggest surprise in town when | 
only $13,200 was counted to end of 
run. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,514: 25-40) — 
‘Strike Me Pink’ (UA) and ‘Danger- | 
ous Waters’ (U). Too much op-| 
posish from Fox to enable this! 
house to take over $5,200. Last week! 
‘Burlesque’ (20th) and ‘Invisible | 
Ray’ (U), only $4,800, poor. 

Grand Opera House (Ind) (2,200: | 
15-25-35)—‘Java Head’ (#D) and 
vaude. At $3,300 for this bill will 
clear nut 
Last week ‘Hitch Hike to Heaven’ 
(Jud) and vaude, $3,160, fair. 





Sec’ $7,600, Good: ‘Annie’ 


Portland, Ore, March 10. 
(Best Exploitation: United Artists) 

Burst of good biz for several spots 
this week. Good weather and strong 
pix ran up the b.o. score. Topping 
the list in exploitation is ‘Wife vs. | 
Secretary’ at Parker’s UA. Parker 
figured that pic was good for three 
weeks and turned on the bally with | 
long run in view. Pic responded 
with a socko first week. 

At the big Paramount ‘Klondike | 
Annie’ held for a second stanza. 
Evergreen’s Orpheum also clicking 
with another winner. Orpheum just 
closed successful two weeks with 
‘Petrified Forest,’ and now has ‘Fol- | 
low the Fleet’ also getting a great | 
play. With few musicais shown in | 
the burg during the last few weeks, | 
‘Fleet’ connected for extra biz on 
that angle. 

Parker's Broadway decided that 
its exploitation of ‘Metro Unit Show’ 
last week was a b.o. booster. Unit 
idea. was plugging two short sub- 
jects in color plus news equally with 
the pic, ‘Riff Raff. Ted Gamble 
figured that selling the whole pro- 
gram in this way when product 
warranted, was better than the old 
double feature policy. sy way of 
contrast the Broadway went for 
twin nix this week, ‘Exclusive Story’ 
and ‘Bohemian Girl.’ Getting around 
par. 

Paramount goes grand onera next 
week with screen dark. San Carlo 
Company goes in at $1.65 top for 
six davs. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 25-40) 
—‘Exclusive’ (MG) and ‘Bohemian’ 
(MG). Fair combo hitting an aver- 
age pace for this house around &4.- 
000. Last week ‘Riff Raff’ (MG) 
with color shorts. ‘Days at Lido’ 
(MG) and ‘Old Plantation’ (MG) 
billed as ‘unit show,’ a new wrinkle 
in local exploitation which worked, 
closed for nice $4,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000; 
25-40) —‘Wife vs, Sec.’ (MG). yet- 
ting big results with the exploita- 
tion heat turned on high. first week 
going $7,000, and holding. Last 
week ‘Ghost’ (UA), fair $3,300. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3.000; 
25-40)—‘Annie’ (Par) and ‘Mar- 
riage’ (Fox). Holding for five extra 
days of second week and getting a 
zood play on the West pic. Last 
five days okay $3,000. First week 
good $6,600. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,000; 25-40)—‘Fleet’ (RKO), En- 
joving extra biz due to few musi- 
cals here in recent weeks. Getting 
big play first weck at $6,000, and 
may hold. Last week ‘Forest’ (WB) 
and ‘Master’s Voice’ (Par) held for 
extra five davs at okay $2,800. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
400; 25-40)—‘Harrigan’ (FN) and 
‘Freshman Love’ (WB). Fair com- 
bo getting $2,000. Last week (ad- 
mish 35-55) ‘Yellow Dust’ (RKO) 
with legit tab, ‘Life Begins at 60’ 


|} of a fancy $37,000 or more. 


| morning, (Wed.) with doors opening 
|; de luxer has started letting ‘em in. 


| are ‘Love on a Bet.’ ‘Three God- 
| fathers,’ ‘Powdersmoke Range,’ ‘Col- 





connected for only fair $4,200, al- 
though the stage unit was well ex- 
ploited for Townsend pension sym- 
pathizers. 


FLU HITS B’HAM 


But Not Too Much-—‘Sec’ 
Town with $7,700 








Leads 


Birmingham, March 10. 

A wave of flu which has swept 
through the entire South, especially 
Alabama and Mississippi, has hurt 
show business a little. but grosses 
here this week are moderately good. 

Last week ‘Klondike Annie’ slipped 
out of town without the least bit of 
trouble. Picture was generally ac- 
cepted without a word. So busi- 
ness was just fair. ‘Pasteur’ has 
moved over to Galax for second! 
week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2,800; 
| 30-35-40)—‘Wife vs. Sec’ (MG). 
Should get $7,700. Last week ‘An- 


nie’ (Par) around $6,800, moderate 


Ritz (Wilbyv-Kincey) (1,600 
30) Bank at Monte Carlo’ (20th) 
At $3,000 just fair. Last week ‘Next 
Time’ (17), $2.500 

Strand (Wilby-Kincey) (806: 25) 

‘Exclusive Story’ (MG) Might 
manage $1,900, moderate. Last weel 
Drift Fence’ and ‘Hot Tip’ (Radi 
split, $1.700, light 

Empire (Acme) (1,100; 25) Love 
on Bet’ (Radio). Too much com 
petish for this one: $2,069 Last 
week ‘Pasteur’ (FN) around $2.80 
and held over at Galax for second 
week, ’ 





Strike, Few New Pix Dent B'way; 
Jack Benny Ups State to $37,000, 
Fleet’ 2d Wk. 606, ‘Colleen’ 256 





(Best Exploitation: Strand) 
Total tak 


' 
of the Broadway pic- | 


and allow some profit.! ture houses is much smaller than} Mouse got 


normal this week, due in part to 
only five new pictures on the street, 
others being hoidovers, two of latter 
on third weeks. Lower level of busi- 


ness is also charged to the con- 
tinued strike of elevator operators 
and other service employees. The 


strike is hurting night attendance 
noticeably. 

In spite of all this, plus Lent, no 
house is really in a bad position. 
Two are profitable leaders, the Mu- 
sic Hall un its third week of ‘Follow | 
the Fleet’ at $60,000 and the State 
with the Jack Benny unit on the 
stage credited with attracting most | 
‘Any- 
thing Goes’ (2nd run) is on the 
State’s ::reen. Another good hold- 
over is ‘Lonesome Pine’ at the Par- 


| 
| 


| amount. Its third week, aided last | 


night (Tues.) by two preview show- | 
ings of ‘Klondike Annie,’ brings nice 
profit at $25,000. The Mae West pic- | 
ture starts its regular run this 


at 8:30 a. m., earliest any New York 


The five new arrivals of the week | 


leen’ and Farmer in the Dell’ on 
dual bill at Palace. Of these, the 
Powell-Keeler musical is by far the 
best. It will get the Strand around 
$25,000 and holds, ‘Godfathers’ is a 


bit above recent averages for the| 


Rialto, around $9,000, while ‘Powder- 
smoke Range’ is doing okay at the 
Astor, $6,000. ‘Love on a Bet’ washed 
up its week at the Center last night 
(Tues.) a sad disappointment, 39,- 
000. 

Second week of ‘Wife versus Sec- 
retary’ at the Capitol is holding up 
better than ‘Rhodes’ on its second 
week at the Roxy. ‘Wife’ appears a 
good gamble for $25,000 on the hold- 
over, while ‘Rhodes’ is slowing up 
to around $23,00¢@. ‘Rhodes’ goes out 
of the Roxy tomorrow night (12) 
and into the Astor the following day 
(13) on a second-run booking, with 
the Roxy waiving protection. 

Chaplin’s ‘Modern Times’ ends its 
fifth week today (Wed.) and has 
another to go for a run of six, after 
which, following the usual protec- 
tion, it goes into the Loew houses. 
‘Times,’ which has been playing a 
midnight show every night, is per- 
haps suffering more than others by 
the strike. This week (5th) will be 
$25,000 or close to it. 

Warner Bros. and the Strand pick 
up the marbles this week for the 
best exploitations in the handling 
of ‘Coleen.’ While never extending 
itself much on exploitation and ad- 
vertising other than daily news- 
paper copy, the ‘Follow the Fleet’ 
picture has received some_ nice 
plugging throughout its run. Songs 
from the Astaire-Rogers mz asical 
were well plugged in advance of the 
opening, with a special RCA Sun- 
day matinee revue of the songs first 
put on. Irving Berlin himself went 
on twice, including a big Sunday (1) 
night on 25 Years of Words and 
Music NBC’s tribute program to 
the .ongsmith. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 25-35-55)—‘Powder- 
smoke Range’ (RKO). Looks like 
about $6,000, okay. Last week ‘Don’t 
Gamble on Love’ (Col), $4,000, dis- 
appointing. ‘Rhodes’ (GB) on 
second run, comes in Friday (13) 
for as long as holding up. 7 

Capito! (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25) 
—Wife vs Secretary’ (MG) (2nd— 
final week). Holding up well, $25,- 
000. First week a bit over $40,000, 
fine. 

Center (3,525: 25-35-55-85-$1.10) 
—'Love on a Bet’ (RKO). No soap, 
only $9,000 on the week ending last 
night (Tues.). Previous feature, 
‘Bugle Ann’ (MG) wasn't even this 
good, $7,000. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Shark 
Island’ (20th) (2nd run) and 
‘Farmer in Dell’ (RKO) (st run), 
dual. Combo doing fairly well, 
maybe $9,500. Last week's team, 

















‘Pasteur’ (WB) and ‘Lady Con- 
sents’ (RKO) built to a nice $11,000. 
Paramount (3,664; 
‘Lonesome Pine’ (Par) and Eddy 
Duchin orchestra in pit (3rd week). | 


ee @2 ef 
25-39-00 )— 


| Final (3rd) week $25,000, good 

| Second week was $29,000. ‘Klon- | 
dike Annie (Par) in last night | 
(Tues) on two preview showings, | 
tarts regula run this morning 

(Wed) 

Radio City Music Hall (5,989; 40- | 
60-85-99-$1.10-$1.65) Flee’ (RKO) 
and stage show (3rd week). Astaire- 
Rogers musical clicking strong here, | 

hird (final) week looking $60,000. 
se nd was $78,000. Country Doc- 
tol (20th) comes in tomorrow 


Thu aay) 


Rialto (750: 25-40-65)—"3 God- 
fathers’ (MG). Setter than recent 
pictures here around 39.000, Last 
week ‘Garden Murder Case’ (MC) 
$7,900 


Rivoli (2.092: 40-75-99)—‘Moder: 


Times’ (Chaplin-UA) (th week) 


On fifth week ending tonight (Wed) 
$25,000 or close, good. Last week 
$31,000. Another week 
to go, with ‘These Three’ (UA) com- 
ing in Wednesday morning (18). 
Roxy 4 9-5 thodes’ 
(GB) (2nd week) and stage show. 
Ground out a fancy $39,600 first 
week but not as strong as expected 
on the second (current) at $23,000. 


- o92 : o a 
(a,836 20°730-99)- 


Love Before Breakfast’ (U) comes 
in Friday (13) with Pinkie Tomlin. 
on personal, holding over a third 
lap 


Strand (2,767: 35-55-65-85)—‘Col- 
leen’' (WB). Keeler-Powell musical 
o.K. but behind previous tuners and 
probably not more than $25,000, 
pretty good. Stays a second week. 
‘Walking Dead’ (WB), in ahead, 


|} stumbled, $16,000. 


State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Anything 
Goes’ (Par) and Jack Benny unit 
on stage. Draught of Benny aiding 
mightily for a week of $37,000 or 
better, big. Last week ‘Rose-Marie’ 
(MG) and on the stage, Jimmy Savo 
and Frances Arms, over $25,000. 


STRONG PIX IN 
WASH. GET 
STRONG BIZ 


Washington, March 10. 
(Best Exploitation: Earle) 

Plenty of good celluloid in town 
this week and combination of Lent 
and first real spring weather of sea- 
son can’t lick it. Flock of attrac- 
tions keeping down chances of rec- 
ord grosses at any particular b.o., 
but aggregate wiil be something to 
shout about. 


Tops is Fox with combo stage 
and screen show that could have 
gotten by with either half alone. 
‘Anything Goes,’ originally slated 
for Loew's ace straight-film spot, is 
being nicely received and draw of 
Fats Waller behind footlights is 
even more than theatre dreamed, 
toger Pryor is extra added attrac- 
tion. 

‘Wife Vs. Secretary,’ tossed in 
Saturday (7) on three days’ notice 
when ‘Klondike Annie’ was yanked, 
is cleaning up. 
in preview early part of week and 
has passed word that it was the 
Hollywood eternal triangle at its 
ulta-ultra, 

Interesting angle is way Belasco, 
local arty spot, is mopping up with 
‘Soak the Rich.’ Film was turned 
down cold by mainstem houses, but 
eritics found it plenty of fun and 
it held up through second week be- 
ginning Friday (6). 

Earle rates best bally honors for 
campaign on ‘Pasteur.’ Concen- 
trated on class trade, previewing it 
for every available government 
health official and college medico 
and securing flock of testimonials 
that couldn't be discounted. 

Estimates for This Week 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.830; 25-35-60)— 
‘Follow Fleet’ (RKO). Rogers-As- 
taire rep plus rave notices sending 
opening week into sock $17,000. Last 
week, second of ‘Ghost’ (GB), big 
$8.000. 

Earle (WE) (2.424; 25-35-40-60- 
70)—‘Pasteur’ (WB) and vaude. 
Class ballyhoo and critics’ adjec- 
tives accounting for surprisingly 
nice $17,000 at present rate. Last 
week ‘Round’ (Col) with Rilev and 
Farley p. a. took average $17.000. 

Palace (Loew) (2.363: 25-35-60)— 
‘Wife vs. Secretary’ (MG). Put in 
Saturday (7) on three days’ notice 
and headed for big $22,000. Last 
week ‘Annie’ (Par) took oke $18,000 
for eight days. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60)— 
‘Anvthing Goes’ (Par) and vaude. 
Crosby, title and oke notices added 
to Fats Waller and Roger Pryor on 
tave sending gross toward nice 
25,000. Last week ‘Shark Island’ 
(Fox), thanks largely to sock cam- 
paign, took big $23.000. 

Met (WEB) (1.853: 25-40)—‘Pre- 
view Murder’ (Par). Getting usual 
figure for mystery, probably oke 


$5,000 Last week Forest’ (WR) 
| followed big week at Earle with nice 

55.000 

Columbia (Loew) (1,853; 25-40) 

Rose Mari (MG) Third week 
after ty vell stanzas at Palace 
lool ge at nice $6,000 Last week 
Last of Pagar (MCG) passable 

» HOO 
Belasco (Radin) (1,100; 25-35-50- 
G0) So: the Rich (Par) (2d 
comk i Via hold un te entisfac. 
tory $1,800. Last week same flicker, 
ed down by main-stem spots, 


rprised with nice $3,500. 
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10 VARIETY PICTURE GROSSES Wednesday, March 11, 1936 
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~ Frisco Pix Pulling: ‘Country Doc) (2s S°23555°:5 | Fauntie’ in Speedy $13,000 Start at 


move out this week. Okay $8,000 


A Sock $26,000, Chaplin Big $10,000 “s,s cee-::;) Aldine, Philly; Doctor’ Strong, $35,000 


‘Boulder’ WB). Can’t beat the 
































inlaid + counter attractions this week, and + a ee 
| | figures for only a mild $3,600 current 
San Francisco, March 10, | $5,400, Last week repeat run of/stanza, Did steady biz last week, | Plugs and newspaper space stepped Philadelphia, March 10 
Market street ace houses this| ba - Zero’ (WB) mild at te $4,500, on ‘Big House’ (MG) and | UP, make up the campaign. (Best Exploitation: Earle) ; 
week have what it takes and the ircle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 25-40) | ‘Man Hunt’ (WB). Estimates for This Week ; 
gr rs telncdt ao Faker’ —Anything Goes’ (Par) and ‘Cap- ay - Everything points to plenty of 
public is patronizing as expected.| | in Blood’ (WB), two repeats du- Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 27-| eal biz in the downtown film ho 
Warfield out in the lead with the| "40 ioe te all rieht nt $4,800 37-42) — ‘Fleet’ (RKO), Hot from| here thia week. Best in feeouse® 
Quints, bres x gags Mee tee ae ee mers ’ Orpheum, looks to land big $4,500 oe ee Ret, since 
‘Follow the Fleet’ at the Gate Last week repeat of tose- Marie aed ein whel ‘Moder ° rimes’ the holidays. . 
let down quicker than expected, due (MG) okay at $5,000. ais U \) (2) a mate’ re a ta $4. fhe big noise is ‘Country Doctor’ 
both to opposition and fact that Indiana (Katz-Feld) (3,100; 25- ; aa vg ge e Cage bw, ‘tat the Fox. Crowding in seven 
word of mouth was not good. Chap- 40)—‘Follow Fleet’ (RKO). Very | | 2¢ » 00d, sut not warranting hold- | shows Saturday and Sunday. this 
lin film doing all this small U. A.| Sens compared to the usual fig-| CS. ti — “yer |} feature boomed along on the trail 
can hold, playing single bill so will} Ures at cis house Wn 8 rt an she P, evergreen) (1,800; sl- j}of the house record. Three weeks 
e ave wad - : on ake <a. ein $10,000 in prospect Last week | 9 4 du) Collegiate (Par) and No | seem set with a fourth possibl 
yrs ~~: anche ew —e :. woane.| Klondike Annie’ (Par) about par| Mercy’ 20th), dual. Pulled after five |} Around $35,000 looks like : 
dubious due to mixed public nape fo ae West here a good $8,000. | ; | days on oor $2,000 Last veek | $1; , “ pei ae a ure 
tion generally Mae West's ‘Klon- for Mae West here at a S00 pang a _— Pes P he. va tenis sa ‘ W ‘| thing, with more possible. Notices 
pai gear heath tertthc lacing trom | Loew’s (2,800; 25-40) — Little | Rehel’ (20th) and ‘Millions in Air’ | were all raves and then some. 
Hearst papers editorially, some say- | Lord Fauntleroy ({ A}. National | Buffalo, March 10. (Par), Cass, oo go, pulled after a Another pic which promises i 
ing it helped, but everybody agree-|@Ssist ads of large size failed to (Best Exploitation: Buffalo) | Slow Gays at $2,400, weak. | keep the b.o. in a state of turmoil i 
ine it didn’t hurt and it will perhaps pull this one above a rather light Orit tik ett at pean went ad _Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,400; lis ‘Wife vs. Secretary’ at the Stan. i 
atay on for another couple of weeks. | $4,100. Last week ‘Modern Times ith t “elie — of milder weather 27-37-42)—*Doctor’ (20th). Quins ley. Raps by the crix aren't “oer i 
Paramount running above aver-|‘UA) had an unsteady stay with and the bringing up of a full bat-) stirring up plenty of interest at ling the Gable-Harlow-Lov fans 4 
age due to star draw of Gable, Har-| business extra good only ectwhagp ies talion of heavy attractions, Lent ap-| $11,200. Matinees terrific, nights] from flocking in. Daytime trade ic 
low and Loy, unbeatable combo. | 2nd Sunday. Weekdays were vars pears to mean nothing at Buffalo | 8°04, but proportionately off. Last especially big and pic looks to nd 
test of the street limping along light, and the figure fon the se —, ci week ‘Forest’ (FN) $7,500, good. aiming for $30,000 or close to it 
but nobody very badly damaged.|4ay stay was just all right and/| box offices. 2 Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 11-16-27) | ‘Little Lord Fauntleroy’ is put 
Weather has been ideal and busi-|"0thing more at $7,000. Had been Everything seems to be clicking | _-+Next’ (Col) and ‘Cattle Thief’ tite the Aldiné he ‘k in the r is Sian 
ness in town generally is better | &xpected to do at least $3,000 more.}at top speed, with ‘Doctor hitting | (@o1), dual. Back to regular prices | after the house } : 3 “ ~ roe ng 
than in years. Even the neighbor-| Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)—|a good clip at the Buffalo and the | fo. siow $3,000. Last week ‘Round’ ing with s “4 onic ret Alege 
hoods are happy in spite of Lent. | ‘Shark Island’ (20th) and vaude.}new Chaplin picture getting off to! (Go)) too late and at $5,000 a dis-| arr wee Weak- sisters, rred- 
2 ins Sere ' cha | Picture plugged over stage show inja fine start at the Lakes. ‘Secretary’| , a ly ener , die sartholomew pic should hit 
Estimates for This Week ads, and, although a bit heavy, it|is being held over for a second week | ° Po usi ees Tiiaabicks (00s: 34 $13.000, and that's plenty hot 
Clay (Roesner) (400; 35)—‘Maria/is helping the house to a happy|at the Hipp after a fine first period | 97-49)--‘Marie’ Mea). 5 Ps ee. With less violent opposition the 4 
Chapdelaine’ (Italo) (2d wk). Big| $8,600. Last week ‘Bohemian Girl’|at the Buffalo and the Lafayette | 5, ee ‘%, cate hag me, a — *»| Bovd would sten into the nicturs ; 
Italian population getting better|;(MG) and the Marcus revue on|with more or less routine duals] nm aa : i 5 pepe iy. eat S ons to | with ‘Desire’ but this Marlene j 
than average, $1,450. Last week stage did very well at $9,400 with} has moved up well above average} not 94,800, | Leaving to make room | Dietrich pic is hound for’ only 
same near capacity, $1,600. |the latter getting the credit for the! for the house. for Doctor's’ second run, othe rwis€ |about $14,000. That's. satisfactory 
Embassy (Cohen) (1,512: 25-35)—)| extra take. A fine campaign was put on for would hold. Last week $5,300, big. under the circumstances 
‘Jimmy Valentine’ (Col) and ‘Dan- ree ‘Country Doctor’ by the Buffalo Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 27- ‘Garden Murder Care’ ought to 


37-42) ‘Annie’ (Par) and ‘Saturday | accomplish an okay $7,000 at the 
Night’ (20th), dual. Hearst editori- | stanton: ‘Pasteur’ firures for a 
has exclusive for the quints here, als stirring curiosity and business, | nice $3.500 in its second run at the 
was availed of, the daily going for] ®!Ving house great $11,000. Last| Karlton; Harold Liovd's ‘Milky 
a serial on picture for three weeks| Week, ‘Fleet’ (RKO), $14,600 on Way’ ought: to get $2,500 in second 


| staff. An exhaustive tie-up in con- 


cing Feet’ (FD) (2d wk). Down to 
nection with the NEA-Times, which 


$1,800. Last week same bill brought! 6 9 
in house nut, $2,700. ai 
Fox (Leo) (5.000; 25-40)—‘Bo-| e 


hemian Girl’. (MG) and ‘Leaven- 





worth Case’ (U). Better than house ahead with daily layouts. Each in-| eight days. run at the Arcadia and ‘Fleet’ 
average dve to juvenile draw of stallment had a tag line boosting Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; | (also second-runner) is bound for 
Laurel and Hardy, $7,500. Last the film and there were roto pages| 21-27-32)—‘Yellow Dust’ (RKO)|/9q sturdy $4.000 at Keith's. 
week very poor with ‘Chatterbox’ 9 9 of art. Times also staged a competi-| and ‘Melody’ (UA), dual. Slow at ‘Modern Times’ has slinped badly 
(RKO) and ‘Dangerous Waters,’ tive voting campaign among the} $3,700.- Last week. ‘Preview Mur-/at the Erlanger and is now re- 
only $4,800. quints using their feature writers; der (Par) and ‘Master’s Voice’ | ported in last two weeks, althouch 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 30-35- for campaign managers, the thea-| (Par), dual, $4,000,. moderate. no announcement has been made. 
40)—‘Follow Fleet’ (RKO) (2d wk). tre being tied in with everything Rex (Sterling) (1,400; 16-21-32) | This week with the tremendous 
Letting down in face of opposition. | used. In return house gave trailer} —‘Oregon Trail’ (Rep) and vaude. anposition, — won't go over £9000. 


and lobby displays while the Times| Title and type mean special local] Rarle with ‘Music Goes Round’ on 
sue a trucks bannered for the picture, The| appeal, with biz at this spot show-|the screen and aleo on the stave 
paper also got waiver of NEA copy-| ing nice gains for $3,500. Last week, | with Farlev and Rilev warbline it 


disappointing $12,500. Last week 
first of same run went way over 
average to $19,500. 





He ‘ ; - | etroi Marcl 0. : : : ’ , 
Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) | ; D siren March te right for use of shots of quints in| ‘Manhunt’ (WB) and stage show, |! figures for $17.000. which is above 
— Next Time We Love’ (U) and; Wiih sole exception of the Fox,| store windows running to several $3,200, good. l avereve 
‘You May Be Next’ (Col). Also a) playing ‘Country Doctor’ with Phil| dozen. Doctors and nurses were kadindadeiadi sucess mais S-W put on a neat exnioitation 


disappointment as star was expect-j| Baker on stage, biz is off generally | circularized and the usual mer- campaign for ‘Round’ with ton- 


ed to pull better than $6,200. Last | here current week. Most of slump |chandise tie-ups were made. & Iilike discs distributed in restau- 
week ‘Music Goes ’Round’ yon Free is attributable to General Motor’s Estimates for This Week lrants and taprooms bearine the 
Hell Ship Morgan’ (Col) hele ’| free exposition and Detroit’s annual Buffalo (Shea) (3.600: 30-40-50)— 9 | song s lines and also buttons flood- 














house average with only $4.500. ‘Little World Fair’ at Convention : ‘ 
5 bees 2A ae Pp pl 4 < ‘ ‘ ‘tor’ (2 i icelv agains ing the town. 
ee agi (FW ~) en ae Hall. Latter event broke all at- tare cumetiianes Gae "oabe Cte | , Estimates for This Week 
—Wwi ys. Secretary’ (MG) anc ance records ning nig 7” - ‘ ‘ é : ee ae ql 
me rie ; * Mura " M rstery’ (WB) | tendance records oe Sees ve opening weekend makes week look | Aldine (1,200; 40-55-65)—‘Faun- 
Fee gp Ee | gi ne ahs cin | -0c @ crack, so downtown houses | around $13,000. Last week, ‘Wife tleroy’ (17A). Heavy $12.000 ficured 
ae: Svat, Sewing wit Wee | and nabes can’t hope to buck that/y. geo (MG) , lent y £0 1 1 tak- | 3 land ‘hold-over sure. Last week 
of net at $18,000. Last week ‘Pas-| ini, week Vs. Sec’ (MG), plenty good and tak- | sol eat wy ae <, i 
teur’ (WB) and ‘Woman _ Trap’ “1 ay Ser ee > ,. | ings ran to over $20,000. | ‘Searlett’ (RKO), poor $5,000. ; 
tao ~Siginam.s008 Aye" Biz is big again at the Fox this Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Wife Arcadia (600: 25-40-50) — ‘Milky } 
(Par) held up to house average and! week, however, although show Vs. Sec’ (MG). Switched to here | | (Par) (2a run). Should see $2,500 
showed profit at $14,000. 20: 30-35 | started off rather slowly. ‘Doctor’ PEN tie Buffalo and tbvine alone lLast week ‘Exclusive’ (MG) _ (2d 
St. Francis (FWC) hae, “(aa | gained momentum Saturday (7) and | ¢, sprightly business for probably | Fowoncd so-so. $2.100. 
40)—'Klondike _ Annie (Far) ) forced addition of extra show Sun- $8,500 Last week ‘Annie’ (Par) Boyd (2.400: 40-55) — ‘Nesire’ 
week). Still doing okay, even with- ai eee we - ,200. vast week ‘Annie’ (Par), ; y » & : 40-55) — esire 
out Hearst paper ads and in face of day. Quints flicker due to stick at dropped in here for second run after | (Par). Opposis h too } eavv: $14,000, 
tear-down editorials getting $6,300. “ier + ro ed bles y Ps ge Pg a first to excellent returns at the Boston, March 10. Last week ‘Pasteur’ (WB), nice 
: : an r a wow $34,000. Baker is e , cr pit = ; tly! ie 
Last week same attraction. $7,500. belping b . OW pe gee, mee HF sa up and got (Best Exploitation: Met) ngs ht 1 Mena e day - a ; 
: 4 $ T 9 « OF ~ > . we 2, a We 2, 0: Di od -50 - ‘Ro a’ 
) gar andenn tt Sr AY Ciet wie) With the pic, ‘Desire,’ John Boles Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-40)— ‘Country Doctor’ administered a| (Col) and vaude. Rilev and Sares 
| theta <br ay this ‘ome house | 0" the Michigan stage this peop Py ‘Times’ (UA). A swell topper for| strong dose of b.o. tonic at the Met}on stage for $17,000. Last week 
i can hold at peak hours and taking drawing only - okay ~-,0UU.) this house and drew excellent com- over the weekend, attracting not | ‘Bohemian’ (MG) and vaude, 
a nice $10,000. Last week 3rd of Ricardo Cortez, faced with similar|ment at opening, which should ly lav f fe » thaw ] $14,500, average. 
“| ‘Strike Me Pink’ (UA) okav $6.100,| Pic circumstances last week, at-| mean better than $13,000, Last week, |OM!Y @ conclave of femmes through | Ertanger (2.000: 40-55-87) — 
tracted only $19,000 through the/‘Marie’ (MG), brought back after|the gate, but a large number of | ‘Times’ (UA) (4th week. Falling off 


Warfield (FWC) (2,680; 35-40-55) . 
—‘Country Doctor’ (20th) ane eeniiee. ; aa ante toma ny Fe week here a fortnight ago, |patrons who see a film every five |and with strong rivals on Market 
‘Bugle Ann’ (MG). Doing all the “tre gigagitnonise) neo btye tee oe ee te , : rear it he Ui ale draw | Street may not go over $9.000. Last 
Ss ( fag Artists, running ‘Modern Times Century (Shea) (3,400: 25) —|¥e@rs- If it had an equal male draw week disappointing at $14,000. 


eaps y can stand from morn’ ’til -" , ia, : 
ete Bho will ci $26,000. Last | third week, and at the RKO Down- ‘O'Day’ (20th) and ‘Great Life’ (Par). this flicker might have hung up a Fox (3,000: 40-55-63) — ‘Doctor’ 





week ‘Desire’ (Par) and ‘Garden| town, with ‘Follow the Fleet,’ like- | Still feeling the effects of last week’s | bigger gross. Ran five-show sched- | (20th) and stage show. Looks like 
| Murder Case’ (Par), a healthy} Wise in its third session. Both figure | stimulus and looks to go over $6,500.| yg Friday and Saturday and the|the wow of the year, They're even 
/ $17,000. for around $8,000 current stanza, Last week ‘Big House’ (Col) and| maximum four shows Sunday. The | talking four weeks. About $35,000 
<naeeintnsepsinetinatemasinanene and are ready for pulling. The two | ‘Hitchhike Lady’ (Rep), dual, rang} erosg will hover around $28,000, | is this week’s goal and it may go 
| first-run dual houses, State and | bell for best business here in couple good. ~ "| higher if extra shows are continued 
Fleet’ $10,000 Dionnes Adams, are also in the doldrums, of months, $8,000. ‘ ‘Fauntleroy’ at the State and| Last week ‘Shark Island’ (20th) (2d 

’ a neither due for over $3,500, fair. Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25)—‘In- Orpheum will total about $25,000, | Week). neat $16,500. 
Behind big national 20th-Fox| visible Ray’ (U) and ‘Night Out’ off. Keith-Boston is coming through Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40) — 

















4 e Y . 

campaign and Hearst stuff, Fox had|(U). Strong opening for this card] pandas ‘ly ¢ 3,000 spee rj ‘Pasteur’ (WB) (2d run) ‘jigures 

OK $9,400, Indianapolis little need for heavy exploitation | and indications are it will better Hollywood Cafe na iigee v4 Ripon: for $3,500. Last w cok “Tw o in’ Darke 
ie 'this week but dusted off a few new | $8,000. Last week ‘Round’ (Col) ‘Muss ’Em Up’ on screen. ‘Follow | (RKO). dismal. $2,200. 




















Indiai:sapolis, March 10. ones on Phil Baker, including his and ‘Intrigue’ (Col). fine at $10,000. the Fleet’ launches into a third week | Keith’s (2.000: 30-40-50)—'Fleet’ 

(Best Exploitation: Indiana) conducting of a sports column in with promise of about $13,500, at; (RKC) (2d run). Robust at $4.000. 

a ‘Follow the Ficet’ sails along glo- one of the dailies, plus good art and Fs the Keith Memorial. | Last week ‘Forest’ (WB) (2d run), 
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Doctor’ is heading for an okay | on ‘Saturday Night’ (20th) and Wal- 
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The Kiddies Lead ‘Em Into L ville 


B.0’s; ‘Fauntleroy 


$6,000 Quins 6156 








Louisville, March 10. 


(Best Exploitation: Loew’s State) 
Two leaders this week can credit 
juvenile appeal for their draw, 
Loew's State with ‘Fauntleroy’ get- 
ting plenty of play on the strength 
of a tremendous build up on Fred- 
die Bartholomew, while the wicket 
is plenty hot at the Strand where 
the Dionne babies are the attrac- 
tion in ‘Country Doctor.” Warmer 
temperatures and the Lenten season 
are denting grosses to some extent, 
but ‘Fauntleroy’ should reap a good 
$6,000, with ‘Country Doctor’ ex- 
pected to top that figure by $500. 

Dual features are being shown at 
the Rialto, Brown and Alamo, and 
grosses are not likely to be startling. 
‘Pasteur’ is being kept for a second 
week, and if grosses hold up rea- 
sonably well the holdover stanza 
should have no trouble getting $3,- 
000. 

National still getting its share of 
the biz, currently displaying a fair 
stage attraction ‘Gertrude Avery's 
Diamond Revue’ plus a local radio 
act and the wirmner of an amateur 
contest named George Pugh. Gross 
should be around $4,000. Flesh tal- 
ent is in for four days, with bal- 
ance of week filled out with ‘Passing 
of the Third Floor Back’ and 
‘Racing Luck.’ Takings will be very 
light during those three-days. 

Potent opposish will be furnished 
by the Memorial Auditorium which 
plays Walter Huston in ‘Dods- 
worth’ (12th). Advance sale indi- 
cates a $5,000 gross for matinee and 
night performance. 

Exploitation for ‘Fauntleroy’ made 
town sit up and take notice. Mark 
Silver for United Artists and George 
N. Hunt, Jr., manager of Loew’s, 
went to town on one of the biggest 
campaigns ever pulled here. A stunt 
item was the telephone conversa- 
tion carried on by Silver with Fred- 
die Bartholomew which was piped 
into the Kosair Free Children’s hos- 
pital here, with the interview being 
sent through amplifiers to all parts 
of the building. Newspaper pub- 
licity lineage totaled 4,600 lines, 
23 24-sheets posted, tieups with ice 
cream ~concern on air _ publicity, 
lobby display featuring life size 
cutout of Bartholomew on bicycle 
in motion, 5,000 window cards, li- 
bray book marks, tieups with chain 
groceries distributing 20,000 circu- 
lars in packages. Co-op ads in local 
dailies opening day also helped to 
make the campaign one to draw 
special notice, 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 
‘Fauntleroy’ (UA). Juves and 
matrons will be attracted to this 
one, and a well-planned and exe- 
cuted exploitation campaign should 
have no trouble in getting the 
money. No smash but should take 
$6,000. Last week ‘Wife vs. Sec’ 
(MG) did well at $6,000, Gable-Har- 
low-Loy combo surefire. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15- 
25-40) —‘Give Us This Night’ (Par) 
and ‘If I Had Million’ (Par) dual. 
Hardly any b. o. strength in evi- 
dence here, pics minus names which 
draw. ‘Million’ is revival of three 
years ago. Combo will probably 
see $4,300 in offing for current 
stanza. Last week ‘Desire’ (Par) 
touched $6,200, good. 


Brown (Ind) (1,500; 15-25-40)— 
‘Remember Last Night’ (U) and 
‘Chatterbox’ (RKO) dual. Will 


come through for fair gross, but no 
eyebrow lifting, $2,500 is indicated, 
but may take more if weather con- 
tinues pleasant. Last week ‘Fleet’ 
(RKO) took $3,600, a good deal be- 
low expectations, particularly after 
a tremendous first week. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15- 
25-40)—‘Country Doctor’ (20th). Big 
opening with line forming long be- 
fore wicket was opened presaged a 
socko week for the multiple tots. 
Femme patrons in majority, and pic 
looks en route to dandy $6,500. Rea- 
sonably sure to be held over for sec- 
ond stanza. Last week ‘Annie’ 
(Par) cashed in on public’s waking 
up to fact that some folks consider 


the West flicker just a little 
naughty. It took $3,600. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-25-40)—‘Pasteur’ (WB). Hold- 


over brought gross down and wind- 
up should be around $3,000, fair. Pic 





getting fair play from intelligentsia 
who have termed it an epic produc- 
tion on the life of the great scien- 
tist. Same pic grossed $3,700 last 
week. | 

National (Ind) (2,350) (15-25-40) 
—‘Freshman Love’ (WB) and Cer- 
trude Avery’s Diamond Revue, split- 


ting with ‘Passing of Third Floor | 
Back’ (GB) and ‘Racing Luck’ 
(Rep), dual. Stage shows. still 


drawing well, and Friday openings 
doing capacity biz. 
should hit $4,000, good. 
‘Widow Monte Carlo’ (WB) and/| 
ienses’ (Ches) and ‘Suicide Squad’ | 
(Pur), dual, grossed $4,800. 

Aiamo (Ind) (900; 15-25)—‘Strike | 
Me Pink’ (UA) and ‘Too Tough to} 
Kill’ (Col), splitting with ‘Fang and! 





Claw’ (RKO) and ‘Leathernecks’ 
(Rep), dual. Looks headed for $1,- 
600, good. Last week ‘Java’ (U) and 
‘Another Face’ (RKO) splitting with 
‘Front Page’ (UA) and ‘Dancing 
Feet’ (Rep) dual, garnered an 
average $1,300. 


‘Wife’ 256; Quins 
$0,000, Give Lent 
Trimmin’ in Cleve. 


—_—_——_.. 








Cleveland, March 10, 
(Best Exploitation: State) 


Old Lent complex which used to 
slump all business is evaporating 
this year. Not a sign of a drop 
anywhere, 
turning 
breakers, 
spite 
man, 

Top held by ‘Wife vs. Secretary,’ 
which cracked State’s opening day 
records held by ‘Mutiny,’ speeding 
up to a $25,000 week. Follow-upper 


out to be Lenten record- 
and even Mae West, de- 
attacks by critics, gets her 


is ‘Country Doctor,’ a pippin for 
the Hipp, heading for $20,000 or 
better. ‘Love Before Breakfast’ 
plus Coogan-Grable unit, may go 


higher, but no kicks about $18,000. 
Charlie Deardorff’s best ballyhoo 
for State’s ‘Wife vs. Sec.’ was a 


$2,000 prize contest in 48 drug 
stores for naming of Myrna Loy’s 
gowr. Campaign aided by Milt 
Harris, also covered tie-up with 
yable story in current Liberty, 
give-away letters allegedly signed 


by three stars and essay contest 
among town’s stenogs. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-40-60)— 
‘Before Breakfast’ (U) and Jackie 
Coogan, Betty Grable unit. Holly- 
wood names not much of a help. 
Lots of advance publicity, but they 
don’t live up to it. In ordinary 
week it might go to town, but plenty 
of strong competition will keep it 
to $18,000, satisfactory. Last week 
‘Love on Bet’ (Radio) and ‘Swing 
It’ unit skidded to $15,800. 

Hipp (WB) (3,000; 25-40)—‘Coun- 
try Doctor’ (20th). Advance screen- 
ing for cricks started avalanche of 
whoopee. On strength of quins and 
natural publicity, $20,000 is an as- 
sured, conservative figure. House 
has it tentatively lined up for three 
weeks. Last week ‘Fleet’ (Radio) 
on second stanza steamed in with a 
corking $14,500. 

State (Loew's) (3.750; 30-35-40)— 
‘Wife vs. Sec’ (MG). Combo of 
three topnotchers is enough to bring 
out lines. Opening day set a new 
attendance high for year, and smart 
exploitation may cause it to break 
week’s record held by ‘Mutiny.’ if it 
goes past $25,000. Last week‘ nie’ 
(Par), in spite of protest yips .rom 
women’s clubs, which didn’t kick 
Mae West so hard, got $16,700. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Fleet’ (Radio) (3d week). House 
handicapped lately by policy of 
sloughing ’em off in split weeks be- 
tween  holdovers. Astaire-Rogers 
pic shifted from Hipp with suffi- 
cient ballyhoo, however, to catch 
good $4,500. Four days of ‘Dr. Har- 
rigan’ (WB) made only $2,100. ‘Muss 
"Em Up’ (Radio) was another four- 
day dud at $1,900. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 25-35)— 
‘Times’ (UA). Chaplin still knock- 
ing ’em over, after transfer from 
State, where it made sweet $19,000. 
Second week here rang the bell for 
$8,500, which is top stuff for this 
theatre under a low scale, and third 
holdover to the strain of $6,500 is 
keeping Jack Lykes happy. 


‘WIFE VS. SEC’ THE BIG 





Kansas City, March 10. 

(Best Exploitation: Midland) 

Looks like the Midland is set 
for a clean-up this week, with ‘Wife 
vs. Secretary,’ after a very disap- 
pointing seven days of ‘Modern 
Times.’ ‘Lady of Secrets,’ at the 
Tower, is the only other new picture 
in the first run houses; ‘Follow the 
Fleet.’ at the Mainstreet, ‘Desire’ at 
the Newman, and ‘Lave’ Before 
Breakfast’ at the Uptown, all being 
holdovers. The latter two will likely 


months. 


hard opposition and easily topped 
the town. 


Poor showing of 


that the fans want their pictures 


A couple of pictures are | 


Current stanza} week, as changes in opening dates | Studio 
Last week/ have been frequent in the last few|fourth week at the Rialto, Amster- 
Last week was spotty. The | dam, an era of long-run films seems 
vaude, splitting with ‘False Pre- | fast going ‘Follow the Fleet’ proved | to have arrived in The Hague. ‘Ma- | land, to make a two-reel subject. 


‘Modern Times’ } 
after rave reviews seems to prove} 


right up to the minute, Midland 
management sold ‘Wife vs. Secre- 
tary’ from a number of different 
angles. Played it up with much 
extra newspaper space; used radio 
plugs over two stations: distributed 
thousands of trick heralds to the 
stenographers; secured two promi- 
nent show windows; and several 
sweet cooperative display advertise- 
ments with prominent stores, 
Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Follow the Fleet’ (RKO) (2d week). 
Going strong, looks to be headed for 
$9,000, fine after a big $18,000, first 
week, 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Wife vs, Secretary’ (MG). Another 
natural and lines formed early, 
headed towards $22,000, big. Last 
week ‘Modern Times’ (UA) opened 
fair and then suffered from adverse 
reviews in the Sunday papers and 
finished with a scant $10,000, n.s.g. 
Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)— 
‘Desire’ (Par) (2d week). Doing 
nicely, good for close to $10,000 on 10 


days. ‘Lonesome Pine’ (Par) opens 
today (10). 
Tower (2,200; 25-35)—‘Lady of 


Secrets’ (Col) and ‘West Point Days’ 
Stage revue, No sensation but doing 
fairly, with prospects of $6,500, fair, 
Last week ‘You May Be Next’ (Col) 
and stage revue $5,500 a little off. 
Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25)—‘Love 
Before Breakfast’ (U). Held over 
for the second week and showing 
some strength, likely around $3,000, 


very good. Last week ‘Invisible 
Ray’ (U) four days and ‘Breakfast’ 
(U), three days $2,900, nothing ex- 
tra, , 





PROCTOR’S 186, LEADS 
NEWARK WITH ‘SHARK’ 


Newark, March 10, 
(Best Exploitation: Proctor’s) 
For two successive weeks Proc- 
| tor’s promises to lead the procession 
and won’t be far behind the next 
with ‘Follow the Fleet’ coming. 
This week it’s $18,000 for ‘Shark 
Island’ and ‘My Marriage,’ Aside 
from the Par-Newark which is dy- 
ing, the others are not bad. ‘Whip- 
saw’ and ‘Three Live Ghosts’ taking 
$12,000 at Loew's and ‘Road Gang’ 
and ‘Music Goes Round’ getting 
$11,500 at the Branford. 

Newsreel is doing nothing sensa- 
tional. Some are anticipating a 
change of policy. 

Proctor’s tried a caption contest 
in the Star-Eagle which brought 
22,000 lines of free publicity for 
‘Shark Island.’ Placed 1,000 window 
ecards and sent the sound truck 
around, 


Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 25-75)— 
‘Road Gang’ (FN) and ‘Round’ 
(Col). A queer bill, but those who 
like it raw and those who like it 





light should be pleased. The rest 
will stay away. Probably enough 
for $11,500, okay, Last week, 


second of ‘Pasteur’ (FN) and ‘Per- 
sonal’ (U), very nice at $9,800, 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-30-40)— 
‘Exclusive’ (MG) and ‘Goes’ (Par). 
Again ought to scale the $3,500 
handicap. Last week house beat it 
by only $100 for ‘Pagan’ (MG) and 
‘Riff Raff’ (MG). 

‘Little (Franklin) (299; 35-50)— 
‘Maternelle’ (Metropolis). French 
film pulling them ¢n here, and if it 
stands up should come near $1,500. 
If so, it holds over. Higher scale 
helps if they come. Danger always 
is the small French population. 
Last week on five days (2d week) 
‘Corka Generale’ (Leo), sad at $400. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 25-30-55-65- 
75)—Whipsaw’ (MG) and ‘Ghosts’ 
(MG). Not kayo, but okay at $12,- 
000. Last week (2d) for ‘Marie’ 
(MG) took almost $12,000 big. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 20-65) 
and Lyceum (Roof) (770, same 
scale)—‘Shark Island’ (20th) and 
‘My Marriage’ (20th). Grand at 
$18,000. House now using another 
amateur night and last week had 
to repeat the show on the roof. 
Last week so good held to nine days 
for $21,000 for ‘Mr. Hobo’ (GB) and 
‘Prof. Soldier’ (20th). 

Paramount-Newark (Adams-Par) 
(2,240; 25-75)—This Night’ (Par) 
and ‘Preview Mystery’ (Par). No- 
where except out after five days. 
Trying to beat the bell by bringing 
in ‘Annie’ (Par) Wednesday. If five 
days, $4,500. Last week, second of 


‘Pine’ (Par), nice at $9,500. 
Terminal (Skouras) (1,600; 15-20- 

25-30-35-40)—‘Yellow Dust (RKO) 

and ‘Another Face’ (RKO). Will be 


good at $6,000. Last week $6,200 for 
‘Spy 77’ (FD) and ‘Bridge of Sighs’ 
(FD). 


Dream’ Seis Hot — 
In Hague, Amsterdam 








The Hague, March 1. 





Cinema here and in its 


zurka,’ (UFA) starring Pola Negfi, 
is in its third week at the local 
Hague while another 


‘Schwarze Rosen,’ (‘Black Roses’), 


} 


With ‘Midsummer Night's Dream,’ | 
|be replaced before the second full} (WB), now in its fifth week at the} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 





| Ritchie, 


Doctor’ $14,000, Ted Lewis $19,000, Sew 


Up Mols.; Obsesh’ 


$2,000, Ninth Week 





» 2 eS 


with Lilian Harvey, is also playing 
its third week at the Asta here. 

Previous to this year, the best 
that a feature could do was two 
weeks in The Hague. Most films ran 
only a week, 

Contributing to this extended run 
trend have been the Shirley Temple 
features by 20th Century-Fox, 
which may be described as setting 
the pacv at The Hague, since all of 
them clicked big and had runs of 
two and three weeks, 


Wile vs. Sec’ 26146 
Desire, Quins, 


66 Each, Balto 





Baltimore, March 10, 
(Best Exploitation: Stanley) 

Warm enough to discard the ear- 
muffs and long woolens this week, 
and the town has taken on a chir- 
rupy aspect and experiences no ter- 
rors in traipsing downtown to the 
loop spots. Biz brightened all 
around, and with a host of strong 
pix on flow, exhibs are beaming at 
the turnouts. 

The vaudfilm Century is away up 
there with ‘Wife vs. Sec.’ Gable- 





Harlow-Loy draw is immense, and 
the prospects point toward a socko 
$26,500. 

‘Pasteur’ is doing fine at the 
Stanley. Crix rolled in clover over 
it; likewise class customers. But 
the fans are coming, too, and that’s 
what boosts it up to swell $8,500 
and makes house consider holdover. 
Trade today will determine the 
stickover decision, 

Keith’s stout with ‘Desire,’ re- 
deeming Miss Dietrich. Notices 
helped plenty and building right 
through week, First seven days 
cinch for very good $6,000, and 
house plans to keep it chugging on 
day-to-day basis as far as it will 
roll to rewarding returns. 

Trumpeteer Tobias Joyce of the 
Stanley took up the ballyhoo scal- 
pel, and, using ‘Pasteur’ as his sub- 
ject, carved out a crashing cam- 
paign, Made cunning use of the 
many medics with which this town 
abounds, plus the famed hosps 
which dot the terrain hereabouts. 
Hearst press threw open its pages 
because of affinity of publisher with 
Cosmop releases, and a month-long 
buildup in the rag aided with usual 
efficacy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-30-35-40-55-66)—"Wife vs. Sec.’ 
(MG) and vaude headed by George 
Givot.- Pic pulling ’em all alike, 
sockerino $26,500. Last week ‘Gar- 
den Murder’ (MG) and Wayne King 
orch on stage shinnied up over $19,- 
000, but heavy stage nut by band 
getting $8500 net. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Follow Fleet’ 
(RKO) and stage show (2d week). 
Ebbing to just good $12,000 this 
week, final one, with competition 
cutting much ground from under it. 
Last week, new high gross, $26,800, 
just $100 better than old mark 
pegged by ‘Top Hat’ (RKO). 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40)—‘Desire’ (Par). Diet- 
rich rehabilitatiing rep, and gross 
goes to very good $6,000 for week, 
with few h.o. days likely. Last week 
in 11 days ‘Klondike’ (Par) wangled 
sock $12,200, with Miss West doing 
the wrestling. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 15-25-30- 
35-40-55) — ‘Country Dr.’ (20th). 
Getting a grand $5,800 and will h.o. 
What is stunting it is that eves are 
rather light in comparison with the 
pack-press of patrons in afternoons. 
Men are shunning it, and that leaves 
only the sentimental mamas and 
kids as customers; hence spotty 
night biz. Last week, second of 
‘Shark’ (20th) $3,000. Fortnight 
total, $8,200, slick. 


Minneapolis, March 10. 

(Best Exploitation: Minnesota) 
Pair of high-powered attractions 
are getting a sweet play and milk- 
ing the loop dry currently. The go- 
getters are ‘The Country Doctor,’ 
Minnesota offering, and Ted Lewis 


and his band on the Orpheum stage. 
They seem to have the stuff that it 
takes to fill theatres, 

‘Doctor’ started at an even faster 
clip than ‘Mutiny’ and looks like a 
natural. Matinee patronage has 
been particularly heavy, with the 
women and kiddies turning out in 
droves, and evening trade so far 
also has been far above par. 

‘Magnificent Obsession’ goes into 
its ninth week at the World where 
it continues to maintain a profit- 
able pace. And while on the subject 
of pulling there’s ‘Follow the Fleet,’ 
chalking up a healthy $10,000 for its 
second Orpheum week after garner- 
ing the magnificent sum of $16,500 
its initial seven days. Incidentally 
it out-grossed the second week of 
‘Top Hat.’ 

The Minnesota copped exploitation 
honors with a bang-up ‘Country 
Doctor’ campaign, including a 
ialization spread over a week and 
pictures galore in the Star. 

Estimates for This Week 


ser- 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 25-35- 
55)—‘Doctor’ (20th). Putting this 


house back on the box office map. 
Holdout business over the weekend. 
Women and kiddies turning out en 
masse for matinees, but night biz 
not as good. Customer reaction 
highly favorable and trade for rest 
of week should be helped by word- 
of-mouth boosting. May touch good 


$14,000. Last week ‘Desire’ (Par), 
$6,000, bad. 
Orpheum (Singer) (2,890; 35-40- 


55)—‘Love on Bet’ (RKO) and Ted 
Lewis on stage. Dandy all-around 
show and public responding nobly. 
Lewis the magnet. Effectively ex- 
ploited, too. About $19,000, great. 
Last week, second for ‘Fleet’ (RKO), 
$10,000, good after big $16,500 first 
week. 

State (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-40)— 
‘Happen’ (Par). Opposition too 
tough. Will be lucky to hit mild, 
$4,000. Last week ‘Bugle Ann’ (MG), 
$5,000, pretty fair for eight days. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Obsession’ (U) (9th week). Re- 
markable run continues. Picture 
still keeping house on right side of 
ledger. Fine $2,000. Last week, 
$2,600, big. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Dev- 
il’s Island’ (RKO). Best here in 
some time. Attractive front helps. 
Headed for good $1,200. Last week 
‘Hitch Hike Lady’ (Rep), $700, dis- 
appointing. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25)— 
‘Bohemian Girl’ (MG), Laurel and 
Hardy magnets and picture well 
liked. En route to good $2,000. Last 
week ‘Woman Trap’ (Par), $1,500, 
fair. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Zero’ (FN) and ‘Goes’ (Par), split. 
Fair $1,600. Last week ‘Collegiate’ 
(Par) and ‘Zero’ (FN), split, $1,500, 
fair. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 15-25)— 
‘Two Cities’ (MG). Second loop 
run, May top fine $3,000. Last week 
‘Rebel’ (Fox) and ‘Dangerous’ (WB), 
second loop runs, split, $2,000, fair. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Wilderness’ (MG) and ‘Melody 
Lingers’ (UA), second loop runs, and 
‘Master’s Voice’ (Par), first run, 
split. Mild $600 in prospect. Last 
week ‘Whipsaw’ (MG) and ‘Millions 
in Air’ (Par), second loop runs, and 
‘Whispering Smith’ (Fox), first run, 
split, $800, okeh. 


CHAPLIN $4,800 


Opens Big in Tacoma—Marie’ 
$3,500, Strong, on Holdover 











Tacoma, March 19. 


(Best Exploitation: Roxy) 

Tacoma looks better. ‘Rose Marie’ 
had more on the ball than was ex- 
pected and management didn't have 
to take pic out after nine days, but 
held over for second week. Rexy 
gets spotlight again this week with 
‘Modern Times.’ 





Stanley (WB) (3,200; 15-25-35-40- 
553) —‘Pasteur’ (FN). Crix crowed, 
and town has taken up the cry and | 


now crowds in; all of which sur- | 
prised the mgt., which didn't look | 
for masses. Excellent $8,500 and | 


may hold another week. Last week, | 
second of ‘Forest’ (WB), quiet} 
$4.000. Fortnight total a very good | 
$13,600. 





Gov. Ritchie Short 


Baltimore, March 10. 
Ernest Wood, Walto freelance 
cameramai, has exhumed from his | 
files shots of the late Albert C. 


former governor of Mary-|! 


Hitchie, who died two weeks ago, | 
was unquestionably the most popu- 


recent times, 


Best exploitation at Roxy for 


| ‘Times’ with elaborate built-in front 


tops for this burg, animation show- 
ing Chaplin hopping about. 
Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (750: 16- 
27)—'Harrigan’ (WB) and ‘Fresh- 
man Love’ (WB), dual. At $1,390, 


good, Last week, ‘Smith’ (Fox) and 
‘Fang and Claw’ (RKO), dual, $1,250, 
good. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 27- 
37—‘Lady Consents’ (RKO) and ‘Ex- 
clusive’ (MGM), dual, Okay $3,590. 
Last week, ‘Prof Soldier’ (20th) and 
‘Pagans’ (WB), dual, with personal 
by Lieut. Bert Hall, held five days 
to get house back to reg change 


| date: $3,300, good. 


Rexy (Hamrick) (1,300; 16-27-27) 
—‘Times’ (UA). Singleton opened 
big to $4,800. Last week, ‘Marie’ 


UFA pic, |lar and best known Marylander of (MG) (24 week), six days, $3,500, 


big. 
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STATE, N. Y. 
Back at this stand fer the first 
time in four years, Jack Benny is 


delivering big tidings both from the 
siage and around the till. Opening 


day (Friday) found the stride strong | 
enough for the house to figure on a | 


$40,000 week, which, considering the 
fact that Benny is slaied to turn in 
less performances, is not so far 
removed from the $42,900 achieved 


a couple montho ago by Burns and | 


Allen. For the $12,500 he’s collect- 
ing Benny has included several acts | 
which in themselves constitute a 
neat package of entertainment. | 
Tieing in choicely with the stage 
setup is ‘Anything Goes’ (Par). 
Penny makes as smooth a ring- 
master with his unit as he does 
with his air troupe. Whole thing 
moves along on ballbearings. The 
comic is on the major part of the 
time and the way he works himself 
in the proceedings doubles’. the 
effectiveness of his performance. If 
he isn’t doing a solo out on the 


apron, he’s there chaperoning Mary 
Livingstone for a swell bit of cross- 
palavar and a song, or nudging on 
Georges Metaxa in a necking scene 
that counts for plenty of laughs, or 
piying the Chicken Sisters through 
a crack assortment of tomfoolery. 
Topping this consistently mount- 
ing uproar involves no easy task, 
but Ben; does it with the high- 
jinks he cuts during the pyramiding 
and tumbling of his closing act, the 
Laizeed Arabian Troupe. Togged 
out in the abbreviated costume as |} 
worn by the acrobatics, Benny does 


‘ 
riding. 


| streamer 





heavy damage to the midsections. 
and the only thing that can be held | 
against him is his apology for sten- 
ping out of character which he 
offers at the curtain. 

For show starters the Stuart and 
Morgan Dancers make a_ happy 
selection. Theirs is adagio acro- 
batic, four men and a girl, which 
combines quickening pace, spectac- 
ular designs and good appearances 
Metaxa’s lusty baritone, which had 
a run on the air for Bayer’s Aspirin, 
provides plenty of melody with 
three romantic ditties. Odec. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 5. 

With a minor picture, ‘Preview 
Murder Mystery’ (Par), and ca- 
pacity business at the opening show 
Thursday (5), only the Burns and 
Allen unit can be credited with the 
draw. 

Unit is the classiest thing that 
hag hit local stages for some time 
with George Burns, Gracie Allen, 
Ben Blue, Cardini, Jacques Renard 
and his band and the house line. 
B. & A. combo fill the house with 
Jaughs from opening to closing. 
Band is a relief from the usual 
stige combos seen around here. 

Miss Allen m.c.’s the show, doing 
her usual dumb dame routine with 
Burns for the closing. Band opens 


with a medley, Milton Watson 
vocalling two numbers and an 
encore. He will probably get pic- 


ture attention while here. Cardini 
follows with his class manipulation, 
doing two bits, cards and cigarets. 

Ben Blue next for a few minutes 
of clowning, following this up with 
his Russian dance in which Miss 
Allen also works. Blue, Burns and 
Miss Allen also clown a minute. 
Everything the trio attempis ties 
the show in knots, with the presen- 
tation running around 75 minutes. 
Unacecustomed to talent of this kind, 
audience eats it up, going for Miss 
Allen and her dumbbell routines to 
the limit. 

Fanchonetts, house precision line, 
do two simple routines that are well 
received, a relief from the usual 
gruelling dances by the 24 girls. 

Call. 


MET, BOSTON 


Boston, March 6. 
With ‘Country Doctor’ (20th) on 


the screen carrying the b.o. respon- 
sibility here this week, the stage 
show has Regis Toomey as its name. 

Toomey’s turn, although follow- 
ing the lines of his numerous Holly- 
wood predecessors, ranks as one of 
the best p.a.’s this season. Using 
the standard pattern of chatter al- 
ternated with song, Toomey averts 
some of the common pitfalls of drab 
gab and sets a good pace through- 
out. In the chatter end he kids 
himself and holds interest with his 
refreshing personality and delivery. 
In the vocal department he’s very 
adequate, offering a good pop and 
an also good Irish number, to fit 
his name and the Boston locale. 

It is obvious that Bob Leicester's 
scenic department had orders to go 
to town this week. They did, with 
a Spanish set that ranks high in a 
long list of varied and sightly scenic 
jobs turned out at this house. 

At show caught, the customers 
(mostly femmes) appeared drugged 
by the punch of the quint film, and 
reception was lackadaisical to sur- 
rounding acts preceding Toomey’'s 
entrance, until Dick and Edith Bar- 
stow unfolded their masterful toe- 
tap turn in the next-to-shut. 

Riani de Bori stands early in the 
show with an excellent solo fan- 
dango; Bert Gordon with his rich 
Hebe dialect, cross-firing Bert Froh- 
man, aroused scaie of the sleepers 
near the end of the lincup. 

Larrimore. and Hudson register 
well with their sensational dual bike 
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Emma Otero supplies vocal 
embellishment for opening line num- 
ber in the Spanish bumps and grind 
manner. Frohman introduces Re- 
zis Toomey. 

Evening shows carry five couples 
who won a recent dance contest 
conducted by the Herald-Traveler, 
and this adds another note of di- 
versification. 

Henry Kalis 
work in the pit this week. 


SHEA’S, TORONTO 


Toronto, March 7. 

Frank Gaby, with his stooges, is 
the topper here this week, but Char- 
lotte Arren cops the show with her 
voeal clowning. With Johnny Brod- 
erick at the keyboard, the blonde 
buffoon whams over with her freak | 
voice that hits the high notes, scor- | 
ing first on dignified delivery and 
then switching to burlesque opera 
and a wow Oriental dancer travesty. 
Applause went well into the second 
half of Gaby’s act, with Miss Arren 
finally located for a beg-off speech. 

Interspersing his conferences with 
physicians, Harry Anger has 
whipped together a colorful and di- 
versified prez that climaxes with a 
clinch mass-finale. Dances by Dor- 
othy. Wood. Stage spasm tagged 
‘Continental Carnival,’ sets and cos- 
tumes indicating the European lo- 
ecale. Ran 68 mins when caught. 

Open with pier scene, company on 
for going-away atmosphere and 
tosses over the audience. 
Jules and Clifton lead off as steve- 
dores for their burley risley act and 
then finish with a swift round of 
legit strong-arm feats, getting over 
nicely. Then the line cn in full 
stage before mosque set for a 


and the house band 
Fox. 








a 


| Russian routine, colorfully cestumed 


and Shirley Gordon in white brev- 

ities trailing for a solo tap on roller 

skates that scores. 

Gaby is on for his first session 

With Kay Stuart and Jerry Hausner, 

latter in the box, and just getting 

over, but is better in his second ses- 

sion with his ventriloquist bit. Both ; 
foils get a chance to sing and dance | 
and rate a nice reception. Brodell Sis- 
ters, next in one, offer stepology, 
two redheads and a brunet out in 
black scanties and scoring more on 
appearance than merit. MHalf-pint 
redhead essays some Hollywood im- 
personations, all mediocre in timber, 
and tops the imposition with an 


i ‘imitation’ of Eleanor Powell’s danc- 


ing. Trio work with a lot of assur- 
ance but little skill. 
Lead-up to line girl’s fan routine 
before a pagoda set has Ming and 
Toy on for some instrument playing 
and warbiing, with the Chinese lad 
knowing how to sell and getting over 
without any trouble. Then Arren 
and Broderick socking for the best 
reception of the show. Production 
finale is set in Holland, with line 
girls in Dutch costume and flanked 
on each side by life-size dummies, 
whole giving a colorful and fast- 
moving finish in which the stage 
seems to be peopled with moving 
figures. 

Feature, ‘Woman Trap’ (Par). 

McStay. 


TABOR, DENVER 


Denver, March 6. 


This 2,000-seater has the capacity 
to make it pay dividends at 20c and 
25c, even with a 35-person stage 
‘show. Many people in Denver have 
missed but few of the 162 stage 
shows put on at the Tabor under 
the present setup. It may give the 
Tabor a modern record for contin- 
uous home-produced stage shows. 

Jack Laughlin has produced and 
directed 90 of the Tabor shows. Be- 
sides designing sets, lighting ef- 
fects, numbers, he books for eight 
theatres in other cities. Ralph Lee 
manages the theatre and renders 
assistance on the staging. 

Show this week contains five 
vaude acts and three routines by 
the line, Line is local and numbers 
show the results of hard work. Girls 
open with a novelty dance before a 
ship setting, with the orchestra on 
one of the decks. Girls are in mardi 
gras costumes of pastel shades. 
Bussey and Harper, banjoists, do 
some fast numbers mixed with trick 
playing. Boys have no trouble play- 
ing, but the instruments have a 
twangy sound, with possibly better 
instruments the boys could go 
places, 

Billie Gerber (femme) and the 
Williams Bros. do eccentric dances, 
with Al Williams doing an acro- 
bratic number. Billy Young fills in 
with a knockout blackout. Larry 
Chambers plays the harmonica, but 
is better as a tap dancer and doing 
impersonations of some film stars. 

Production number by the girls 
is a Mississippi river scene, with a 
miniature river boat floating along, 
and after their opening dance the 
girls bend over forward and up 
pops an Aunt Jemina doll. 

Billy Young returns to do his 
main act, with stooges. Miss Gerber 
and Williams Bros. do a military 
number in uniforn?. Show winds up 
with Monte an@ Carmo. Their act 
gets across, being a good strong 
man and contortionist act. Finale, 
with girls in pink trunks, brassieres 
and long plumes on heads, and each 
doing a bit, is one of best closings 
here in months. 

Feature, ‘Littlest Rebel.’ Crowd 
only fair for first night show, but 








coming in fast to cop favorite seats 
for last show, Rose. 


| by with a song number. 








A. B. C., PARIS 


Paris, Feb. 26. 


Tino Rossi, Corsican tenor known | 


in America through his records, and | 
the sensation of France for the past 
year, is the headliner here, with 
Borrah Minevitch and his Har- 
monica Rascals getting second bill- 
ing. Through a lapse in showman- 
ship Minevitch was put in as a 





closer, immediately after Rossi, and 
his act was killed. 
are liked here, but after some 


Harmonicists 
20 
20} 


minutes of sweet sentimentalism by; 


Rossi the crowd was just in no 


across, but the hazard was terrific. 


This doesn’t detract in the least 
from the Minevitch local value, | 
which remains big, since his ap- 
pearance at the Alhambra at top | 
billing earlier in the season. 

Rossi could have carried the Dill 
alone. His plaintive voice, espe- 
cially in pop tango melodies, gets| 
the women, and how. So far, he} 
has been bigger in personal ap-| 


pearances in. the provinces than in| 
Paris, but this appearance sets him | 
as top draw in the capital also, His | 
work is typically Latin and a con-| 
trast with the modern stuff of| 
American influence which has been | 
working into French pop musical | 
taste during recent years. His rep- | 
ertory wouldn't do for America, but 
| 
! 
| 
| 


his voice, untrained and natural, 
would bring him to the top any- 
where, 

Rest of the bill gives him good 


support. Wilson, Keppel and Betty 
lead into the intermission with their | 
Egyptian parody dance number, for | 
plenty laughs. Comedy plus fast} 
hoofing by the men combines beau- 
tifully with the girl’s s.a. Curtain 
goes up after the drink period on 
Cinda Glenn, rarely seen in vaude 
here. Best part of her act is the 
tricks she plays with her long, snaky | 
arms. In general, her number a 

! 

| 

| 

| 


speeding up. 

Ade Duval, sleight-of-hander, who 
pulls silk handkerchiefs out of 
everything in sight, pleases, Suzanne} 
Dehelly, local legit comedy star, gets 
Just to 
balance Minevitch on the tailend 
of the bill, the opener is an ac- 
cordion player named Micha Kor- 
sakoff, and there are two French 
song-and-patter specialists, Ray- 
mond Bour and Goupil. Stern. 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, March 6. 


John Boles, heading a good vaude 
bill at the Michigan this week, usu- 


mood for the Minevitch foolery. Got| 
' 





ally can pack ’em in here, but is 
finding it difficult current stanza, 
Isn’t his fault, though. Two big 
barriers lie in his path this week, 
and most of the slump at the wick- 
ets can be blamed on these. The 
first is the flicker, ‘Desire’ (Par), 
which isn’t drawing here, and the 
second is counter attractions, both 
in theatres and public spots, 


There was a fair crowd at late 
afternoon show caught (6). Femmes 
did not overly predominate as usual, 
either, there being more than a 
sprinkling of men. 


House built a good supporting 
east around the film star. Standout 
is Herbert Lynn and Mitzi, trapez- 
ists of a different sort, who open 
the bill. Their ‘iron jaw’ feats are 
honeys, and drew plenty of ap- 
plause. Deuced are Trent and his 
puppets, which score heavily in a 
town which is just reviving interest 
in such stuff, His dancing ‘radium’ 
puppet as an encore has been seen 
here recently, but it went over well. 


Next were Conville and Dale, 
whose best is a takeoff on Charlie 
Chaplin. Bryant, Raines and Young 
reel off some nifty waltz, adagio 
and acrobatic dancing. 

For his short, but socko’ turn 
Boles vocals a couple of songs from 
the ‘Desert Song’ and ‘Rose of 
Rancho,’ and for his second encore 
does his ‘Waiting at the Gate for 
Katie,’ in costume, which he also 
used last year. Pete. 


CENTURY, BALTO. 


Baltimore, March 6. 


Four-act bill this week with 
“Wife vs. Secretary’ (Metro). 

Gautier’s toyshop starts off. In all 
its visits this pony-and-pup stable 
has never quite socked ’em as hard 
before. Downright ovation. A two- 
man singing team, rare specimen in 
vaude these times, deuces. Goff and 
Kerr, and not remembered in these 
parts. When caught the Century’s 
backstage juice supply was on the 
fritz and the boys had to buffet 
their way without a mike. Fact 
seemed to make ’em somewhat dis- 
traught at first, but when they saw 
that they were landing in even 
farthest reaches of the balcony, 
they gained confidence, poise and 
momentum. Closed most stoutly, 
braced much with a sparkling spe- 
cial-material song that lampoons 
radio amateurs. With the public 
now almost totally debunked, vaude 
can use such stuff to swell advan- 
tage, 

George Givot’s monolog is much 
shorter than the last tune, and for 
that reason much punchier. His gar- 
bled Greek, which here consists of 
his oldest stock repertoire of mis- 
pronunciation, has been bruised 
most brutally by countless imper- 
sonators. Such constant repetition 
over the last several years has worn 








the stuff thin. And as has always 
been the unfortunate aspect, the 
lifters so aged his patter before 
Givot personally set up pitch in 
Balto, the ‘act is almost verbatim 
familiar to audiences. 

Ted Adair Revue, excellent flash, 
closes to crescendo appreciation. 
Act soars over everything else on 
display by a wide margin. Four un- 
programmed girls and Adair, Act is 
flush on costumes and sets. 

Heavy house Friday afternoon. 


Chicago, March 7. 


Theatre took space to advertise 
that it's now the only stage show 
house on Randolph street, Chicago's 
Rialto. now that the Palace has 


| gone the way of straight pictures in 


order to get money, if not good-will, 
with ‘Follow the Fleet.’ And the an- 
nouncement to the public is evi- 
dently drawing results here because 
business is big currently. 

Responsible for the trade is nine- 
year-old Jane Withers (New Acts), 
who comes through to show some 
adult picture names how a personal 
appearance should be handled. Just 
15 minutes of bang-up singing, ex- 
cellent mimicry and clever tap 
dancing. Show revolves around this 
youngster. 

Johnny Perkins is around for a 
repeater and doing the m.c.’ing and 
comedy work. Perkins opens the 
going with some long-winded 
clowning in the orchestra pit, wear- 
ing the audience out with his milk- 
ing tactics. But when he gets up on 
the rostrum and goes to work he 
makes up for his previous short- 
comings. Still a comedy guy with a 
rep around this town, he has this 
audience laughing when he wants 
them to. Ruth Petty is on her own 
far down in the running order and 


again demonstrating the high degree 


of salesmanship which makes her 
one of the top rhythm vocalists in 
the business. 

After the Dorothy 
finish their good 
Bob Mascagno 


Hild dancers 
opening chorus, 
breaks through the 
line for a tap specialty, Just a 
young fellow, Mascagno has some- 
thing on the ball, particularly what 
appears to be a background of ballet 
schooling which enables him to spot 
several whirling bits into his rou- 
tine, which heightens his work con- 
siderably. A little rough in spots, 
but the boy has the makings of an 
outstanding dancer, 


In the deuce is Ray Goody, with 


a smashing routine of tight-wire 
tricks. Goody gets away from the 


strictly acrobatic stunts by coloring 
up his routine smartly with a drunk 


number, which has stunts and 
comedy. Excellent stuff. 
Much like other hoofers who 


decide to try some knockabout and 
talking comedy are Gold and Bernie. 
A hodge-podge of meaningless 
fingers in the eye, prattfalls and un- 
funny gags put these two under a 
handicap. Have a femme partner 
who is just hanging around. They 
could make much better use‘of the 
girl. Towards the end they revert 
to type and manage to deliver some 
straight hoofing which gets by. 
Picture, ‘Navy Wife’ (20th). 
Gold. 


FOX, PHILADELPHIA 


Philadelphia, March 7. 
Just three acts this week, with 
even the overture omitted at the 
first show (Friday). Answer is ‘The 
Country Doctor’ (20th). Seven com- 
plete shows instead of six were 
crowded in opening day and again 
Saturday. Whether that goes for 
the next week hasn’t been decided. 
Pic is already unofficially set for 
three weeks, with another possible; 

this is unprecedented for the Fox. 


Stage show, running not much 
over half an hour, starts with Boy 
Foy’s juggling. This personable 
looking lad had a couple of mishaps 
in the earlier part of his act but 
warmed the audience despite them 
and ended to a fine hand. On his 
unicycle, he first juggles batons, 
then does some nose and head ball- 
balancing and climaxes his act 
perched six or seven feet in the air 
on an elongated unicycle, first 
juggling five rings and then four 
rings while at the same time bal- 
ancing three balls. 

Second act is Edgar Bergen. He 
was here recently when the ‘Follies’ 
tried out at the Forrest, leaving the 
show after Philly. In that revue he 
had a new (‘Cocktail Bar’) routine, 
but at the Fox this week returns to 
his familiar ‘City Doctor’ business, 
and it blends with the screen fea- 
ture. Bergen impresses, more every 
time, as just about the tops as a 
ventrioloquist. At any rate, he has 
the best conversational routine and 





gets away from most of the old 
bromides. In addition to his ‘news- 
boy’ dummy, Bergen now has a 


feminine foil, a good looking girl 
who appears more or less briefly as 
a nurse in the sketch. A corking act 
of its kind and, as always, over big. 
Third and final act is ‘Porcelain 
Romance,’ featuring Svlvia Manon, 
assisted by three men (Don Kramer, 
Ray Borden and Victor Vincent) 
and two unprogrammed women 
vocalists. This act, familiar here 
from not so long ago, is a well- 
staged adagio number with flossy 
trimmings. Waters. 








est 
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LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, March 7 


Fast, colorful, snappy show. Opens 
with 12-girl line in hoop skirts, with 
the Aristocrats dressing stage at 
back. Routine dance with hoops re- 
moved. Then Mickie Braatz taps. 
Snappy blonde in black who closes 
with line counting her flips up to 30 
and goes off to good hand. 

Milton Douglas, with Marie Price 
and stooge in box, has some smart 
patter which steps show up to a 
fast tempo and gets plenty laughs. 
Robin Sisters in the trey. They 
dance and give imitations, a Garbo- 
West winning audience reception, 
with Hepburn and an English girl 
trick filling in. Also well received. 

The line on to darkened 
stage in a waltz and the Aristocrats 
show their stuff in toe and tap 
dance, men in white evening clothes, 
girls in long white pretty 
and clever. Dance out at close with 
girls carried and crowd gives them 
best hand of evening. 

Revel, Baxter and 
knockabout artists with plenty 
speed. They like that sort of may- 
hem in this town and showed it for 
another call, after variation with 
instruments turn. Milt Douglas back 
with stooge and Miss Price. More 
fast patter that crowd takes to. 

Line on again in long dresses for 
a neat routine dance and then the 
big act, the Aristocrats in tails and 


comes 


dresses, 


Dean are 


of 


evening dress, dancing to blues 
music and adagioing in one of the 
most colorful effects seen here this 


year, building up to all six girls be- 
ing tossed in turn by two of the 
men into the arms of the other four 
in a graceful flight. This closes the 
show to pretty nearly an ovation. 
‘Seven Keys to Baldpate’ (RKO), 
feature. Lane, 


ALHAMBRA, PARIS 


Paris, Feb. 19. 

It’s getting harder and harder for 
this house to maintain the impres- 
sion that it’s giving a swell show. 
Standard has been so high that it’s 
terrific to keep up. This fortnight 
the bill is just a little below what 
went before, and house in conse- 
quence seems cold, even to. good 
numbers, 

There are only two American acts 
on the bill, Pattie Moore and Sammy 
Lewis, and Buck Warren, Chick 
Cooper & Co. Moore and Lewis, 
with their comedy hoofing, are bet- 
ter than the rope-slingers, who close 
the show, but even they have a 
tough time getting past the indif- 
ference of the customers, 

Proportion of French numbers is 
higher than usual. Reason is the 
rule that 50% of French acts must 
be used, on an average. House is 
trying to catch up with the per- 
centage, having used a preponder- 
ance of foreign talent in previous 
shows. 

Big click of the bill in Georgius, 
native singer, here for the second 
time this year. He sings old-time, 
off-color songs, and gets the crowd 
shouting. 

Good old Arnaut Brothers, with 
their violin and whistling act, still 
rate plenty laughs, 

Acts of quality, but which fai] to 
stir much—at least on the night the 
show was caught—were Teddy 
Brown, very fat Englishman with 
a good comedy xylophone number; 
d’Anselmi, South American ventril- 
oquist far above average of his spe- 
cialty; Hobart Trio, three good- 
looking English girls with a fast 
routine of acro and step dancing, 
plus work by two of them in uni- 
son; Zibral, French comic musician 
who has a good line of novel clown- 
ery, and Two Hugos, man and girl, 
whose best bid is hoofing on the 
xylophone by the girl. 

Seen in detail, the bill’s okay. It 
only seems a trifle feeble by con- 
trast with the standard house has 
set in the past. Stern. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


Thirty-eight minutes of newsreel 
coverage dominate this newsreel- 
er’s weekly program, currently, Two 
shorts fill 19 minutes. These are 
Van Beuren’s microscopic study of 
‘Neptune's Mysteries’ and Movie- 
tone’s ‘West Indies Cruise.’ Both 
are quasi-educational. The first 
deals in snails and octopi, the other 
is a pictorial study of land and sea 
around Nassau. 

The newsreel moments are con- 
tinuous, which is very apt and al- 
together present a goodly assort- 
ment of interesting clips, from 
battleships, public project shots, 
scenery to sports and animals. 

Movietone still has a _ leaning 
towards stunts, as persons diving 
from a Melbourne bridge, and some 
unimportant wedding aboard a 
grounded ship, apparently in port. 
Pathe and Movietone also indulge 
in plugging a Florida hostelry for 
the sake of a couple of shots. Uni- 
versal, on the other hand, offers a 
fairly vivid shot of the results of 
a gargantuan snowstorm some- 
where in Japan which raised the 
street levels in a Nipponese city to 
the second story and had natives 
tunneling themselves out to tra- 
verse the thoroughfares. 

Lowell Thomas (Movietone) be- 
comes provoked by the sight of still 
shots of British battleships in the 
Mediterranean. Thomas is the fin- 
dramatizer of newsreel event: 

(Continued on page 18) 
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COLLEEN 


(MUSICAL) 


Warner Bros. production and release. 
Features Dick Poweil, Ruby Keeler, Jack 
Oakie, Joan Blondell, Hugh Herbert, Louise 
Fazenda and Paul Draper, Directed by 
Alfred E. Green. Story, Robert Lord; 
adaptation, Peter Milne and I, Hugh Her- 
bert; music and lyricé, Harry Warren and 
Al Dubin; film editor, Byron Haskin; pro- 
duction numbers, Bobby Connolly; camera, 
George Barnes. At Strand, N. Y., week 
March 7, ’36. Running time, 89 mins. 
Donald Ames, 3rd..............Dick Powell 
Colleen Reilly......++++++e+++-Ruby Keeler 
Joe Cork... .sccccesversescesess Sack Oakie 
Minnie Hawkins.............Joan Blondell 
Cedric Ame@B.......+.++++++-+..Hugh Herbert 
Alicia AmeS......+ -Louise Fazenda 


eee ween 


Paul Gordon.....cesccesseseess Paul Draper 
Mahel...ccccccccccsessesvenss Marie Wilson 
Cth. cacedesed 09 sb ce 6 ess tee Luis Alberni 
NOBBIMN. ccccesccccccesess Hobart Cavanaugh 
LOZan..sccces Sc dials eee e 65 Berton Churchill 
Pop Reilly.....ssseeveesees J. M. Kerrigan 
Dr. Frothingham..........Spencer Charters 
Schuyler....cscesesess .Addison Richards 
Dien TEAVOI oc ks secs tecenegosenecs Mary Treen 
Wats oas6c0 tsa eos cb cosege Charles Coleman 





An entertaining Dick Powell- 
tuby Keeler musical romance which 
has greater cast than story or pro- 
duction strength. While picture is 
far from tops for the Powell-Keeler 
combination, it has enough comedy, 
music, dancing and performance re- 
liability to insure satisfaction. In 
terms of ticket sales, it should be 
well over on the profit side, though 
unable to match the showings of 
several prior Powell-Keeler mu- 
sicals. 


In addition to the top pair, who 


have become standard under the 
Warner musical formula, cast in- 
ciudes Jack Oakie and Joan Blon- 


dell, working largely as a combina- 
tion. Hugh Herbert is playing a 
nut role similar to one he did re- 
cently. He hasn’t quite the ma- 
terial audiences will want to see 
him empowered with, nor have the 
others. 

Oakie and Louise Fazenda are 
probably the nearest to being well 
equipped. Both make their moments 
count, Miss Fazenda _ especially 
well suited as the hysterical rich 
aunt of Powell who goes to pieces 
over scandal and publicity. 

Neither the story nor the comedy 
measures up to desired specifica- 
tions for a big afternoon or evening, 
but there are sequences which land 
well. Among these is the hit which 
Oakie and Miss Blondell have for 
the ‘Boulevardier from the Bronx’ 
number, a catchy ditty they do ex- 
tremely well. 

For Powell and Miss Keeler it’s 
the songs mostly. Miss Keeler has 
a bit the edge of it, since she has 
Paul Draper, debuting on the screen, 


as a dance partner. He may be 
knocking at the doors that admit 
Fred Astaire. He is a slender, 
handsome fellow of the Astaire 
type, very light and agile with the 
gams. He's from legit and picture 
houses. Two dance routines by the 


Draper-Keeler twain, part of fairly 
imposing production sequences, are 
highlights and _ bear originality, 
even if they do remind of Astaire 
and Ginger Rogers. 

One production number is staged 
with a fashion show backing in the 
dress shop Powell takes over, while 
the other toward the end, is aboard 
ship. In the latter, Powell displays 
to better advantage than in the 
fashion show effort. Miss Keeler 
leads off this number with a cute 
idea singing ‘You Gotta Know How 
to Dance,’ while Powell retaliates 
with ‘I Don’t Have to Know How to 
Dance.’ This gives him an oppor- 
tunity to play several instruments. 
He knows that business, too. A re- 
prise of one of the songs figures for 
a speedy closeout on deck, with 
Keeler-Powell pair in moonlight 
focus. 

Story of ‘Colleen’ is more or less 
routine, written to fit the charac- 
ters banded together from the WB 
musicals factory. It has Herbert, 
the eccentric, taking over a dress 
shop and putting Joan Blondell in 


charge. Along comes Powell, his 
nephew, who thinks the shop can 


be made to pay. He puts Miss 
Keeler in charge. Then Herbert, hot 
for Miss Plondell, decides to adopt 
her. This starts streamers in the 
papers and the dress shop prospers. 
Finally the family decides to sell 
out, buying everybody off, inelud- 
ing Miss Keeler, but without Powell 
okayine. Family hops aboard a boat 
to go to Europe and Miss Keeler, 
unknown to Powell, signs up to run 
the gown shop on the same hulk. 
Thus they meet on the way to the 


right kind of finish. Oakie is 
around as a promoter and news- 
paper copy producer. It's a good 
assignment for him and Miss 
Blondell, atain gold-divging, is also 
well chosen. Char. 


The Farmer in the Dell 


RKO Ratio release of Robert Sisk pro- 
duction. Features Fred Stone. Jean Parker. 
Directed by Pen Holmes From novel by 
Phil Stong Screen play, Sam Mintz, John 
Grey: camera. Nick Musuraca: editor. Geo 
Hivelv. At Palace. N. Y wee's March 6 
"26. half dual bill. Running time, 67 
mins 
Pa Bover Fred Stone 
Ad’e Bove Jean Parker 
Ma fover Esther Dale 
Cheste- Hart .Moroni Olsen 
Day Davenport Frank Albertson 
Maud Durant Maxine Jennings 
Soite... acmee .-..- Rav Mayer 
ag See ‘ ....Lveille Ball 
Nici y Ranovitch .. Rafael Corio 
Crosby Frank Jenks 


Milkmar Spencer Charters 


Originally intended for 
Will Rogers, according. to report, 
the mistake has been made of trying 





to shape Fred Stone's personality to | 
the Rogers manner. The result is 
neither a good performance by 
Stone nor a good impersonation of 
Rogers. It might have been better 
to have let Stone play himself. In 
this he is ill at ease and does not 
always score his points. Better in 
the more quiet moments, but only 
now and then a flash of what he 
probably will be when he finds him- 
self on the screen. 

With a story which has been 
screened before, though not by that 
name nor under Phil Stong’s spon- 
sorship, there is no particular ap- 
peal to the outline, and a careful 
production and nice acting does not 
save it. Probably it will be better 
suited to the smaller spots, where 
they react more decisively to home- 
spun sentiment, 

The story practically as it is told 
here was done by Paramount long 
before the Stong novel. sits of it 
are coming to the screen at inter- 
vals. The result is there is no sus- 
pense and no surprise. Only the very 
young members of any audience 
will find it new. It’s the varn of 
the Iowa family which goes to get 
daughter into the pictures. The old 
man gets a job and makes a hit and 
the ambitious mother nearly wrecks 
her daughter’s happiness before the 
father puts his foot down. Prac- 
tically every one knows what's go- 
ing to happen, because the same 
thing always has. Probably Rogers 
could have done something with it. 
Here it does not ring true. Stone 
is too handicapped by newness to 
the screen and possibly by over- 
direction. 

Apart from this the story is well 
hooked up through good editing. 
There are a number of good laughs, 
though not enough, and some ad- 
mirable playing. 

Esther Dale is generally compe- 
tent as the mother, though now and 
then she. goes overboard on over- 
emphasis. Jean Parker does well as 
the daughter and gets sympathy, 
while Moroni Olsen wins plenty of 
response as the director. He turns 
in one of the best acting jobs of the 
lot. Frank Jenks makes the most 
of a brief bit, but most of the sup- 
port gets small chance. 

The chief merit of the production 
is the genuineness with which the 
story has been told. The writing 
job has been expertly done. Chic. 


THREE GODFATHERS 


Metro release of Joseph L. Man- 
‘kiewicz production. Features Chester Mor- 
ris, Lewis Stone, Walter Brennan. Directed 





by Richard Boleslawski. Adapted from 
book by Peter B. Kyne; screen play, Ed- 
ward E. Paramore, Jr., and Manuel Seff; 


musical score, Dr. William Axt; camera, 


Joseph Ruttenberg. At the Rialto, N. Y., 
starting March 7, ‘36. Running time, 80 
mins, 

BOD. scccccccecevesecscccoess Chester Morris 
POD 60 cede ctor ade bees cesccsseds Lewis Stone 
BAB ccocccadacessovcvccaces Walter Brennan 
PE SC ohiddeemss ee eke bce Cee" Irene Hervey 
POL. BNAPO.ccociccevecescse Saney Teer 
en Pre TTT eT eerr eT Dorothy Tree 
LOPE POPPER T TT eT Te ....Roger Imhof 
Rev. McLane..... odecvoe Willard Robertson 
PEO crt atvncdeevesssece Robert Livingston 
BOs 65.66 bébouss TUTTUT TTT Te John Sheehan 
erred vere Trey sty ee re Victor Potel 
po ee er ee Helen Brown 
ys Eee seeeeesee-JO0SeCpPh Marievsky 
Ti SO wines we Cbdedoeeesect Tean Kirchner 
BENNO THOGM i cdceecdsceccess Harvey Clark 
BEE, MECLANG is bocce vicccsss Virginia Brissac 


Despite minor flaws in direction 
and story adaptation of Peter B,. 


Kyne outdoor yarn. ‘Three God- 
fathers’ seems destined to get its 
share of the grosses in nabe and 


family theatre spots. It constitutes 
a strong film for double billing but 
should prove big enough to stand 
alone if only because of presence of 
Lewis Stone and Chester Morris. 
For secondary interest, it has Irene 
Hervey, Walter Brennan and Sidney 
Toler. 


This is a case of the cast sur- 
mounting uneven” direction and 
meandering plot development. Ap- 





pears to be Metro’s first earnest 
attempt to enter western lists, and 
as such it is a commendable effort. 
Judged from his portrayal in this 
outdoor opus, it’s a sad commen- 
tary that no picture company previ- 
ously uncovered Chester Morris for | 
western roles. He is as much at 
home in this atmosphere as he ever | 
was in gangster parts. 

Picture also marks further devel- 
opment of Walter Bretinan in the 
superb old-timer cowboy character. 
In his last time out, he easils 
the break that Metro has given him. 
Ease with which he cleans up in all 
departments of this feature is easily 
pix’ outstanding acting contribution. 

Lewis Stone, who also dons west- 


ern garb, is third 

outlaw trio suddenly brought closer 
together by the peril of a barren 
desert. It is in this latter portion of 
ithe Kyne stery that Direcor Bole- 
slawsk i really hits his stride. Has 
focused most of the interest on the 
| regeneration of Cheste! Morris, 


| swashbuckling 


the late | 
| tral plot. 


trunsition from the 


braggart i! 


showing the 
ito a 
ba bv's 


human being eager to save a 

life at the sacrifice of his own and 

his gold. oa 
The three desert desperads es visit 

Morris’ old western home _ town 


primarily to stick up the bank 


Here Morris strives to pick up his 
old romance with the community's 
belle but winds up by making love 
to the saloon entertaine 

Picture offers its few comedy 


these early 
after-development 
with ex- 
from cen- 


moments in sequences. 
Weakens strong 
because it is weighted 
traneous bits that detract 
a0 
but 


member of the | 


/up an hour or so of satisfactory en- 


|that attract, but it won't chase ’em 
| once thev're in. 
rated | 


! 








Miniature Reviews 


‘Colleen’ (WB). Dick Powell- 
Ruby Keeler musical which 
will satisfy and should bring 
fair return. Plenty of marquee 
names to help at b.o. 

‘Farmer in the Dell’ (RKO). 
Fred Stone doesn't quite carry 
a story not in his genre. Well 
played but not quite a click. 





] 
j 
j 
| 


Should do better in the minor 
spots. 

‘Three Godfathers’ (Metro). 
Peter B. Kyne western story 


with fine performances. 
‘Love On a Bet’ (RKO). Nice 
entertainment with fair b.o 


chances. 

‘Woman Trap’ (Par). New 
variety x-man film, strong 
dual bill fare. 

‘Powdersmoke Range’ || 


(RKO). Harry Carey and Hoot || 
Gibson co-starred in an above 
average western. 

‘Drift Fence’ (Par). Zane 
Grey story given typical west- 
ern tang, with Tom Keene, 
Katherine DeMille and ‘Buster’ 
Crabbe. 











developments pick up. Trio finds 
baby deserted by father and mother 
who have perished from want of 
water, 

From the scene about the poisoned 
water-hole, two ideas are firmly im- 
planted for future trend of yarn. 
One is the danger lurking in these 
poisoned water spots and the other 
is that the fluid does not kill out- 
right for an hour or more. Later, 
their three horses are lost by drink- 
ing from such an oasis. 

With first Lewis Stone taking his 
life because a wounded shoulder and 
elderly condition will not permit him 
to carry on and then the old-timer, 
Walter Brennan, the burden of 
striving to reach civilization’ and 
water is placed on Chester Morris. 
In the end, he staggers on through 
the desert wastes with the baby, 
finally drinking from an infected 
pool in order to make the last few 
miles with the infant. 

Stone again contributes one of his 
grand character portrayals as the 
more sentimental of the three out- 
laws. Brennan’s work adds distinc- 
tive strength to film's’ entirety 
Whether in humorous mood or in 
critical scenes near the end of the 
trail. That Chester Morris holds his 
own against such sparkling por- 
trayals indicates the calibre of his 
performance. 

Irene Hervey is satisfactory as 
Morris’ former sweetheart although 
the role is dwarfed in comparison 
with length and breadth of other 
characters. Sidney Toler makes the 
most of his too infrequent comedy 
moments while Victor Potel, Robert 
Livingston, John Sheehan, Willard 
Robertson and Roger Imhof are 
equally good in minor roles. 

Musical background is uniformly 
fine, Dr. William Axt responsible for 
topnotch scoring. Cameraing done 
with excellent effect by Joseph Rut- 
tenberg, although prone to stress 
close-ups, Wear. 


LOVE ON A BET 


RKO Radio release of Lee Marcus pro- 
duction, Features Gene Raymond, Wendy 





}and with 


;} them a whack at a tie-up. 


| ‘Reka.’ 
|it was 


ered between Raymond 
Broderick without doing much 
sides looking pretty. 
Miss Broderick hasn’t yet ha 
real hot chance to show 
can really accomplish in 
each succeeding 

indicates more and more 
deserves one. There is one brief | 
moment at the finish when she | 
teams up with William Collier, ne 
| 

' 


and Miss | 
be- | 


pictures, 
try she} 
that 


she} 


for a line or two. As a team they 
sparkle, despite the brevity of their 
joint appearance. Possibilities for a} 
new starring for are 
strongly 
lier and 


pictures 
With both 
available. 


pair 
indicated, 
Miss Broderick 


Col- | 


Bige. 





YOUNG LOVE 


(CZECHOSLOVAKIAN MADE) 
Metropolis release of Elekta production 
| Directed by J Rovensky Scenario, Jan } 





musik Josef Dobes edited and 


- 





l for U. S. by Martin J Lewis \t 
Bijou, N. Y¥., week March 9, °36. Running 
time, 75 mins. 

| Paul errr tree Terre sa -».-Vasa Jalov 
Se ee Pe RIE: Jarmila Berankova 
ig Bo eer rr Jar. Vojta | 
; PRUE MOLNOR. « ocwcden ts Vojtova Mavyerova |} 
|} The poacher...... sesdaweenees ..J. Svital 
See CORE ik 5 cc 0 eset aces Rudolf Dey! | 
(In Czechoslovakian) 
This film was originally titled 


Up until the very opening 
publicized as ‘Eestasy of 
Young Love’ for American showing 
but the main title has been curtailed 
in order not to conflict with 
Exstase,’ another Czech film which 
has been in the newspapers much 
due to banning, ete. Both films won 
several film prizes abroad two or | 
three years ago. Unlike the pub- 
licized ‘Exstase,’ ‘Young Love’ has 
no sex or sensationalism in it or in- 
tended. 
‘Reka,’ or 
now called, 
It is also 





as it is 
nicture. 


‘Young Love,’ 
is not a good 
not a_ bad picture. 
It is a very arty attempt by the 
Czech producers to rivet attention 
and this objective is reached, de- 
spite the fact that suspicion reeks 
through that the ‘artiness’ of the 
film is a bit too obviously manufac- 
tured. It is synthetic. 

It is not genuine enough, artis- 
tically, to win any real cinematic 
attention. And it is too much bent 
that way to have any ordinary b. o. 
appeal. It will therefore be limited 
to the extent of the Czech market 
for films in the U. S., plus whatever 
custom can be gained by publicizing 
the fact that the Czechs have ar- 
rived in the U. S. with a film. 

Czechoslovakia boasts the largest 
shoe factory in the world and the 
owners of that shoe factory also 
have film ideas. They are in Holly- 
wood right now, as a matter of fact, 
trying to learn about pictyre busi- 
ness. It is understandable, there- 
fore, that even in an ‘arty’ film of 
this sort the subject of shoes pre- 
dominates. 

Story is an extremely simple one. 
Paul is a peasant boy and Pepi is a 
peasant girl. Pepi is poor and Paul 
is poor. Pepi has no shoes and Paul 
wants to buy her some. So he slips 
down to the river, captures a large 
marauding fish which has been a 
town nuisance, wins the town’s cash 
reward, and buys his girl the shoes. 

All this is surrounded with much 
symbolism and considerable angle 
shooting and nature dissolves. Some 
of it is very lovely and a great deal 
of it is, photographically, genuinely 
fine. But throughout one can almost 
see the shadow of the director stop- 





| 
' 
| 
Radio could lose nothing by Bige. | *] 
; 
} 
| 
| 


| George 


>| ceiving 


|} cause he 


ae, 


WOMAN TRAP 


Paramount release of Harold Hurley proe 
duction. Features George Murphy, Gertrude 
Michael and Akim Tamuroff. Directed by 
Harold Young. Original, Charles Brackett; 





screen play, Eugene Walter, Brian Mare 
low; camera, William Mellor. At Strand, 
Brooklyn, week March 5, °36, as half of 
double bill, Running time, 64 mins. 
Barbara Andrews ......- Gertrude Michael 
Ment Sheva  s.<cvesde cine George Murphy 
Ramirez .. ...-..-Akim Tamiroff 
Riley Ferguson .....ee-- Sidney Blackmer 
Senator Andr $ .«--Samuel 8, Hinds 
"Tenner TIGRE «26s csdecsives Dean Jagger 
Mopsy as Roscoe Karns 
Dodd vr tus: liicks 
Jimmy Emerson ...cecceeses David Haines 
PRRONG 6 oc'cbne ten 6avdu ewes 6 ewe Julian Rivero 
es EO EP eT ae re re Tee .Ed Brophy 
PRIME <a ccacutesneds eseessctsene Bradley Page 
RSE. cccccessuveee stats cakes Ralph Malone 
CH DeOsOP tess ocsidenes Arthur AyleswortQ 
Si _ er Hayden Stephenson 
& Radio Operator..... ...-John Martin 
Nice little program picture that 
should garner plenty of dual bill 


Deserves consideration 
bills, particularly if plugged 
as the latest variety of G-man yarn, 
Murphy has not been re- 

ballyhoo accorded other 
young stars on Par lot, otherwise he 
would rate better as name draw be- 
lives up to most enthusi- 
astic billing in this feature. Will 
have to depend on him, Akim Tam- 
iroff and Gertrude Michael for mar- 
quee lights which lets it down badly 
for b.o. draft. 

A little more care in writing, bet- 
ter direction and addition of strong 


business. 


for solo 


name player probably would have 
made this a real grosser. Studio 
seemingiy rated it as a secondary 


entry and as such its utmost possi- 
| bilities were overlooked. 


Tamiroff pilfers every scene in 
which he appears, and rates top act- 
ing honors despite slick perform- 
ance by George Murphy. 

‘Woman Trap’ starts 
gangster murder mystery, shifts to 
a newspaper locale and _ finally 
winds up as a snatch, G-man yarn, 
Even in the face of these changing 
trends, cast lends plausibility to the 
entire proceedings. 

Seems to be no fault of Director 
Harold Young that the action bogs 
down at times. More concise and 
ingenious writing would have fixed 


out as a 


that. When given the material, the 
megger comes through with trim 
results. 

Murphy will probably be given 
more opportunities after the boys 
view this. He makes a highly ac- 
ceptable newshound, screens well 


and does full justice to dialog as- 


signed him, though some of it is 
mighty mawkish. In a_ subordi- 
nated character, Tamiroff comes 


close to usurping Murphy’s laurels 
with his dialect and a skillful por- 
trayal of the undercover G-man in 
the Mexican government’s employ, 
Gertrude Michael, as the senator’s 
daughter, is best when emoting. 
Camera has been a little harsh with 
her at times. Sidney Blackmer does 
one of his satisfying villains in role 
of gang leader. Roscoe Karns, sup~ 
posedly featured, is smothered in a 
minor supporting role. Arthur 
Aylesworth makes a_ satisfactory 
city ed while John Martin clicks in 
a small bit. 

Picture will please in spots where 
they go for actionful gangster stor- 
ies. Should be ballyhooed as new 
variety G-man and snatch film. 

Wear. 





Powdersmoke Range 


RKO-Radio release of Cliff Reid produce 
tion. Stars Harry Carey, Hoot Gibson, 
Features ‘Boots’ Mallory. Directed by Wale 





ping and figuring out each effect. 
It is too obvious, thereby losing its 


lace Fox. From novel by William Colt 
MacDonald: screenplay, Adele Buffington; 
camera, Harold Wenstrom. At Astor, N. Y., 
week March 7, ‘36. Running time, 72 mins, 











Barrie, Helen Broderick. Directed by 
Leigh Jason. Story, Kenneth Earl; adap- 
tation, P. J. Wolfson, Phil Epstein; film 
editor, Desmond Marquette; camera, Rob- 
ert de Grasse. At Center, N. Y., March 
4, 36. Running time, 75 mins. 
MICHAG] .ncces $0646600 606088 Gene Raymond 
PUMEBs 56s casscose eébes coeens Wendy Barrie 
AGRE CRATOOEE, cniccccsese Helen Broderick 
Uncle Cariton.........William Collier, Sr 
| eee eer ee eeesesses- Walter Johnson 
Jackson Wallace ......../ Addison Randal! | 
POMETER ven cisccoccennvecs Eddie Gribben | 
DEOSCOR. co cvsvccocegsenesece Morgan Wallace 
Making no pretense at anything} 


more, ‘Love on a Bet’ succeeds in 
being a pleasant comedy that dishes 


rate better 
draw  be- 
of names 


tertainment. It won't 
than moderately on tue 
cause it hasn’t the kind 


Lee Marcus had a lightweight 
story to start with but protected his 
vieture with a capable, if not b.o., 
cast. enhancing production and ex- 
cellent dialog. That the trimmings 
don't carry through all the way is 
the fault of the basic story weak- 
ness, 

Story advances the implausible 
opinion that a man can start out in 
New York in his B. V. D.’s and no 
funds and wind up in Los Angeles 
10 davs later fully dressed, with 
$100 in his pocket and engaged to a 

} That's the plot of a 


pretty girl. 


play, which Gene Raymond, as an 
|aspiring impresario, wants to pro- | 
duce. Dut he needs $15,000 to stage 
it. and his uncle, a rich meat 
packey won" deliver the br. be- 


cause he doesn’t believe in the plot 
To prove the feat possible, Raymond 
and succeeds. 
Broderick, as 


es jt 


Helen 


Lil 


one 


of Ray- | 


monds’ two femme companions on 
the cross-country trip, runs away 
with the picture, because’ she’s 
mostly concerned with the dialog 
and the dialog happens to be the 
best part of the picture. Raymond 
| suffers because he’s asked to do 


once the director gets | | 
the three outlaws out In the desert, ! opposite,in the romance, 1s smoth-' listen well. 


unbelievable things. Wendy Barrie 


appeal, Also the girl and boy, Pepi 
and Paul, are supposedly real na- 
tives, never before in films. But the 
girl is obviously too pretty and the 
boy is obviously too old. They don't 
suit their roles. All the acting is of 
the realistic Russian school, but 
without the Russian capacity for | 
genuineness and authenticity. | 
Kauf. 
_—-—_——_—__—_-—— | 
A LILA AKAC 
(‘Purple Accacias’) 
(MUSICAL) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) | 
Patria production and release, Features 
Irene Agai, Irene Biller, Nazy Gyoregy, 


Gal Erno, Kabos Ginla, Esterhazy 
Directed by Mihaly Itevan. At Tobis, N.Y., | 
week March 6, ’36. Running time, «¢ mins. 


Honma. 


(In Hungarian) 
A good production job, perform- | 
sat- 


| 


ances which on the whole are 

isfactory, and photographic fair- 
ness sets this one apart from the 
foreign-made run-of-the-mill pic- 


their way to this side. 
strictly for those who under- 
Hungarian, however. Were 
English titles superimposed it might 
be pas amusement fe non 
Magvar trade. 
Film is one of 


tures finding 
It is 
stand 


rr the 


able 


those rare cine- 


matic case where what the camera 
eatcehes is not enough A varied 
number of characte! figure. They 
vo in and out of the action but all 
are in one way or another con- 
cerned with each other. Seeming)h 
a musical romance of coquetry, 
gaietv and song, much of the ac- 
tion takes place in the Casino de 
Pa One of the characters is a 
producer. 

Picture has been well directed 
ut and photographed, with result 
thas if the story is told interest- 
ingly in @ialog, it should picasce the 


Hungarian audiences more than the 
average. Considerable trick pho- 
tography and printing figures 
Several song and dance numbers 
Cher. 4 


| lease in 


| cient 


‘Tucson’ Smith.......+-- onea bh Harry Carey 
‘Stony’ Brooke........++. ..e+-+-Hoot Gibson 
‘Lullaby’ Joslin....... ..-.-Guinn Williams 
‘Sundown’ SaundersS........-+-+- Tom Tyler 
Banker Orchan......++ ...William Farnum 
Jeff Ferguson......seee goaueee an Bob Steele 
‘Bud’ Taggart...ces ve ...Wally Wales 
‘Fin’ Sharkey....... eee Ethan Laidlaw 
Brose Glascow.....-ceces . Adrian Morris 
‘Happy’ Hopkine......... William Desmond 
‘Sourdough’ Jenkins...... .-.-Frank Rice 
| Steve Ogden - Sam Hardy 
Carolyn Sibley . Boots’ Mallory 


RKO has a bangup western re- 
‘Powdersmoke Range,’ film 
entailing a topnotch cast, and, judg- 
ine from Hollywood's recent hoss 
opry output, an exceptionally good 
story. Will do moderately well on 
its own in some spots and has suffi- 
name strength to count for 
something in the dualers. 

Cliff Reid, asscciate producer, 
garnered a swell cast, toplined them 


with two western fan faves, Hoot 
Gibson and Harry Carey, and then 
turned them over to Wallace Fox 
for a corking directorial job. Adele 
tuffineton'’s script provides all the 
action and good dialog necessary to 
hold the mustang fans 

The manner 1 which the gun- 
play is handled goes back to old 
times, there being one good street 
duel. a mass shooting spree and the 
finale fight-to-the-death in a 
saloon. Sounds like ane ther W orid 
War. but the cannoneering is well 
enough spaced and timed to make 
everything plausible Story itself 
departs from the u ] western mu- 

il comed stuff and at times 1s 
helievable 

Harry Care Hoot Gibson and 
Guinn Williams are three pals who 


themselves owners of 


a ranch that is sought after by a 
ruthle gambler. well played by the 
late Sam Hardy. The original 


owner of the shebang was killed by 


Hard and his daughter's sweet- 

heart, also a pal of the range mus- 

ke ! buvs in the outfit before 
(Continued on-page 27) 
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Yet the dual-world premiere | eit 
of “Little Lord Fauntleroy” in| ex 
these two cities attracted the; R 


biggest crowds and business | gs 


















“A complete delight... beautifully made, beautifully 


acted and superbly cast. Freddie Bartholomew was SELZNICK: INTERNATIONAL. presen 


born to play the engaging young hero of Frances 
Hodgson Burnett's beloved story.” | a ; * 
— Philadelphia Inquirer | SL i / OU} 1 ¥, é 


starrin 


“Little Lord Fauntleroy’ is a screen presentation | b RE DDIE BARTH OLOM EW : f 


that can be commended to theatre goers without with 
C. AUBREY SMITH + GUY KI +. NM 












ifs, ands or buts.” — Philadelphia Daily News 
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lere |either of these theatres have 
’ inexperienced in a long time! 
the; Read these enthusiastic tele- 


ness | grams and rave reviews!... 














_— 


Aiunlleror 


EW - DMLORES COSTELLO BARRYMORE 


<E « M.> (EY ROONEY + HENRY STEPHENSON 


VID O. SELZNICK. 



























“A triumph for Freddie Bartholomew and tops even 
his work in the earlier ‘Copperfield’ film . . . ‘Little 
Lord Fauntleroy’ spins its web of magic with such 
wistfulness and imagery that a modern audience 
is captivated ...C. Aubrey Smith turns in a per- 
formance that beggars description. At all times 
dominant in the film, his delineation emerges as 
one of the outstanding triumphs of screen history.” 

— Philadelphia Evening Bulletin 


“Pull out your pocket handkerchief (be sure it’s a 
big one) and join the crowds who are discovering 
a movie treat in ‘Little Lord Fauntleroy”.” 

— Philadelphia Record 
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Flurry of 


Los Angeles, March 10. 
For third time this year, the gals 
togged out in their very best tucks 
and went to a party—the Academy 
Awards dinner at Biltmore Hotel. 
And once again, as for the Mayfair 
supper dance and the Screen Actor's 





Acad Dinner Brings Out Fresh 
Finery in Fash Prom 





ball, plenty of coin was spent on 
new, and for the most part, vivid 
gowns, to say nothing of mink, fox 
and ermine wraps. 

Bette Davis, clasping the award 
in both arms and holding it tight as 
tears of joy ran down her cheeks, 
wore a tailored model of black and 
green checks, with huge lapels of 
white pique on the tailored jacket. 


May Robson, swishing down the hall 
in white matelasse with a long train 
and jacket to match, and wearing 
pearl choker, got a big hand from 
the crowds crammed behind the 
ropes to watch their faves go by. 


Loretta Young, wearing red velvet 
jacket over a peplum dress of blue 
printed satin was followed by 
Katherine DeMille, wearing black 
chiffon with carmine shoulder straps 
and mantle sleeves. Arline Judge, 
in orchid chiffon with ermine cape 
and one orchid pinned to the collar, | 
attracted plenty of attention. 


| 

Virginia Bruce, in olive green 
print on white background w ith | 
white camellias in her blonde cur's, | 
was quite devestating. Norma | 
Shearer in white fringed crepe cut 


along Spanish lines looked very 
pretty. Mrs. Jean Hersholt, in red | 
taffeta banded with geld leaves | 
across the bodice and over the 


shoulders, made a grand entrance. 
Then came Ida Lupino in white 
metallic fishnet, and Mrs. Preston 
Foster in printed satin of pastel 
shades and over it a fox cape. 


Cascades of Chiffon 


Mrs. D. W. Griffith swirled by in 
white chiffon with cascaded skirt, 
and cape of black quilted taffeta. 
Anita Louise wore yellow chiffon 
with sunburst skirt. Mrs. Jack 





Warner was particularly intriguing clip, this. 
cape of the | 


in black net with a 
same and wearing a 
length veil over her head. 

Barbara Stanwyck had a hard 
time getting by the autograph 
hounds, in gold tissue cloth and a 
lovely coat of ermine and fox. 
Francine Larrimore in simply 
blue satin, Mrs. Leigh Jason in 
white peau d’ange, and Jean Arthur 
in heavy white matelasse were 
eyefuls. June Travis wore a green 
accordian-pleated crepe, and Mrs. 
J. R. MdDonough had on a print 
dress of black and red with black 
velvet cape trimmed in ermine. 


New Ashes Shade 


Mrs. Ben Glazer (Sharon Lynn) 
eame in chiffon of the new ashes 
shade, with huge rose of the same 
material bunched on the _ waist. 
Jeanette MacDonald's dress of gold- 
colored satin was cut on slenderiz- 
ing lines. Glenda Farrell's dress of 
brown starched ‘chiffon trimmed 
with huge yellow chiffon daises over 
one shoulder was cut very full. 
Billie Burke swished down the stairs 
in peach taffeta with tiny train. 
Mrs. Ned Depinet wore white net, 
and Alice Tildsley? following her, 
was sheathed in green satin. 

Janet Gaynor, one of the late- 
comers, wore white crepe with gold 
leather belt, and Merle Oberon wore 
white chiffon dotted with gold flecks. 
Lola Lane (Mrs. Al Hall) came in 
wine red taffeta covered with mink 
cape and wearing white camellias in 
her hair. Virginia Gray’s dress was 
oi hyacinth chiffon. She wore fioor- 
length cape of the same material. 


shoulder- 





Musicals 


(Continued from page 1) 





lay for all musicals. 


no way to adjust its rules. 
Answer is that last 


than comedies and dramas. 
few were actually presented. Equity 
stated that rehearsal pay would ap- 


; tests 
lalse the Oxford University Steeple- 


| tic 
j}and 
| eign 


| her usual tremolo off-screen. 


} 
} 
| 


cut | 





Equity realizes | 
this but, since it classes nearly all | 
types of musicals as legit, has found 


summer a} 
flock of musicals were in sight, more | 
shows of that type being announced | 
Only a} 





| House Reviews 
EMBASSY, N. Y. | 


(Continued from page 14) 
in the biz so he stirs the imagina- 





tion even on such a prosaic pic- 
torial offering as Oklahoma oilw ell 
derricks. With this as an impell- 
ing motif, Thomas moves for a few 
seconds to one insignificant corner 
of Brazil to show how rubber for 
motor vehicles is sapped. 

Clem McCarthy, on the other 


hand, holds top sway as sports dra- 
matizer in reels and he has two 
good opportunities to show his skill. 
He picks on the Golden Glove con- 
in New York, for Pathe, and| 
chase, in England. Both are good 
action clips. 

Movietone’s Lew Lehr tries hard 
to be funny via ridiculous linguis- | 
twists anent a bottled rooster 

some sports events, but for- 

brogue for comedy support 
is a poor alibi, this week. A fel- 
low can’t be funny always. 

Universal the jaugh 


cops honors 


| with a couple of clips, one of whic! 


shows a bantam rooster leaping 
from a flying plane, 2,000 feet in 


the air, and another, of a pet horse, | 
who lives in a house with his own- 
ers. The program is otherwise in 
want of good, rich humor, 

Fashion gets an even divvy be- 
tween Pathe and Movietone, with 
Movietone’s Vyvian Donner doing 
with an un-| 


Metrotone scores 


| biased pictorial survey of the ele-| 


New 
of 


York City, 
striker sa- 


strike in 
evidences 


vator 
showing 


‘botage and, staged or not, the ex- 
‘amples of public distress caused by | 


| Cleo 


the strike. 

Movietone has Lowell Thomas do- | 
ing an off-screen introduction of 
President Roosevelt as the latter) 
appropriately in speech and with a 
gold telegraph key opens the Norris 
Dam. Par shows the Boulder Dam. 


Pathe offers M. H. Aylesworth, RKO}! 


chairman, with Walt Disney and 
other company execs making the 
trade deal whereby Mickey Mouse 


and Disney's ‘Silly Symphonies’ go 


over to RKO distribution. 

Movietone shows rushes of the 
crowds during the recent 
elections, in the usual fashion, with 
the new premier and a _ released 
political bigwig doing a brief screen 
spiel. 


Pathe and Universal go into that} 


sandstorm matter 
okay, while Universal plugs a hair- 
dresser who shows off new hair- 
dress styles for the femmes. 
mount’s excellent inferential bid for 
peace shows Mexico turning guns 
into plowshares. Shan. 


GAYETY, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, March 6. 

This show represents the third 
change of policy here since Christ- 
mas, After a two months’ try at six 
acts with pictures, a fortnight of 
units was attempted, followed by 
inauguration a week ago of the 
present policy of a stock and five 
acts brought in weekly. 

Dewey Michaels is doing a valiant 
job trying to keep stage shows alive 
in Buffalo. It looks like a tough as- 
signment. George Pronath is pro- 
ducing. Current show is _ labeled 
‘Parisienne Scrap Book.’ They must 
have picked it out of the hat. Last 
week it was the ‘Casino Revue,’ next 
week the ‘Revue Continental,’ and 





up with the guy who names Pull- 
man cars. 

Some idea of the proceedings can 
be had from the fact that, aside 
from the program listing Bordine 
and Carol, Mae Moore, William 
Behney, Russell Ofriel, Ballet and 
‘Added Vaudeville Specialties,’ there 
is no identification of any of the tal- 
ent. Even the billing in front, al- 
though including a number of pho- 
tographs, gives no clue as to the 
identity of the ‘specialists.’ That 
makes the proceeding doubly mys- 
tervious. Had there been any iden- 
| tifications, it might have been pos- 
| Sible to regard this show as a unit. 
As it is, it is strictly house business, 
and its sole identifying label, de- 
spite the ‘Parisienne’ tag, is that it 
|is a Gayety show. What that means, 
if anything, is still not evident. 

The proceedings include a team of 
balancing acrobats (boys), a young 
|girl with an adagio team who 
stands out as a contortionist, and 
a lugubrious fat comic, who panics 
them with a routine that was hot 
during the Pan American. Stock 
;}company consists of 12 girls in the 
line and six ‘show girls.’ With the 








ply through the season, after which | 
changes might be made. If the rules | 
are amended, it is likely that the! 
changes will principally pertain to| 
musicals, for some showmen have | 
definitely given that as the reason! 


nearly 
actors, 

The number is the tip-off Em- 
phasis is entirely on quantity, and 
there is not a vestige of quality and 


39 people. which is plenty of 


. offering. Prenath Streamlined Ballet 
for holding down musical produc- | jc }jsted as including Ginger Har- 
tion this season. ris Dotiy Dunn, Kitty Wagner, 


a “ an 


EER Te MR ne So ON DE EE UE a OT BEF 


| 


| 
} 


| 


Good | Shows a day. 





Did You Know That— 





The Jewish Theatrical Guild 
will hold its annual benefit in 
April, with Eddie Cantor... 
Grace Moore’s performance of 
‘La Boheme’ at the Metropoli- 
tan drew the smartest matinee 
crowd of the season,...glimpsed 
in the lobby were Mrs. Clar- 
ence Mackay, Estelle Taylor, 
Gloria Vanderbilt, Lady Fur- 
ness, Gladys Swarthout, Roger 
Davis, Kate Smith and Mar- 
jorie Duchin (being photo- 
graphed, over coffee, in the 
lounge)...they say Helen Gilli- 
land will marry a C. P. R. ex- 
ecutive .Mrs. Ben Schul- 
berg taken her beautiful 
apartment in London...that 
was Inez Norton in a blue 
tailored coat at the Savoy- 
Plaza the other day...Grace 
Brinkley looks like another girl 
with her dark hair...Mr. and 
Mrs. Ted Wing are in Bermuda 
...York and King will go to 
Europe for the summer,..Jack 
Linder is producing a new 
show, called ‘Spring Wife,’ with 
Smith and Dale...that was 
Deke Aylesworth lunching with 
young Doug Fairbanks at 21 

..Sol Rosenblatt there, too, 
with Ralph Blum...and Brian 
Aherne looking sooooooo hand- 
some...Marie Hartman is mis- 
tress of ceremonies in a night 
club a la Texas Guinan...Eve 
Sully’s laid up with a cold... 
Bobbie Harris is joining the 
Billy Gaxtons for a cruise to 
Mexico City on an oil tanker... 
it seems that Evelyn Laye has 
been greatly embarrassed by 
unfounded rumors about why @ 
principal left her show...Bob 
Chisholm sang on the Ham- 
merstein radio hour. 


soon.. 


nas 











Young, Ardell Young, Jean- 
nette Lewis, Betty Lee, Jackie Lee, 
Mary Marly, Lue Catell, Fern 


Adams, Margie Harmon, Millie Lane 
and Polly Whitmoyer. Miss Moore is 
identified as the singer and Ofriel 
as dancer, neither being worth more 
than mention. Bordine and Carol, 
featured specialty dancers, were 
distinctly horizontal on the job 
when viewed. Perhaps it is the four 
If so, all you have to 


|do is to compare the featured danc- 


for the public, | help, 


Para-| tra 


| ers’ 


routine with four shows daily 


Spanish| for the girls in the line, with re- 


hearsals! 

Production is slipshod, the drops 
looking considerably the worse for 
wear and the costumes right out of 
the trunks. Poor lighting doesn’t 
particularly when the front 
flies are hung so low as to obscure 
the spot. And the six-piece orches- 


doesn’t add anything to the 
proceedings, either. 
Business sizes up as good and 


they seem to be liking it so far. 
| Probably 30 people and a picture 
for a quarter is a bargain—if they 
don’t mind it all being a little sour. 

‘Waterfront Lady’ (Mascot), first 
run for Buffalo, is the picture. 


_—_— 


GRAND O. H., N. Y. 


Show moves back to its regulation 
45 minutes schedule, after the full 
hour's stage offering last week. 








so on. Vaudeville seems to have met | 


; added specialties, the cast numbers | 


| Audience was particularly active on 
jthe reception end, apparently 
‘warmed up by seeing ‘Strike Me 
Pink’ (UA) beforehand, and keep- 
jing it up as the stage department’s 
ifare was. presented. Juveniles 
| packed the place, with standees 
|} across the back. 
Four Charltons is a nice opener, 
| comprising three girls and a man in 
|gymnastic feats (New Acts). Ruth 
| Ford deuces and meaning plenty 
| down here with her grotesqueries in 
'comedy samples, including § take- 
offs of Latin types. She closes with 
a clowned dance bit. She sells her- 
self well and stands out on the 
show. 
Kemper 


and Haggerty next t6 
closing spot and doing all right 
with their hoke. Audience in a 
| bright mood and took their act 
okay. One is a hefty individual, and 
|his partner slight in stature. They 
|hold the stage for an easy quarter 
j}hour. Also New Acts. For a closer 
the Fay and Wellington dance flash 
is presented. Shabby routining 
holds back response on this one. It 
strives at times for ciass rating, but 
| falls short of its desired niche. (New 
Acts). Bral. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 6. 
Knockout array of talent backs 
up Ed Farley and Mike Riley, the 
‘Round and Round’ boys, on the 
Earle stage this week. That and 
| manifest modesty and good-humor 
of the song-writing duo almost off- 





| sets the irritation the tune now in- 


scorcely any of talent in the entire | 


spires. As it is, spectators still get 
too, much ‘Round.’ 30ys offer it 
from stage and again from screen in 
Columbia picture. 

Rest of show includes Herman 
Timberg, Ada Brown, Ray Wilbert 


Among the Women 


By The Skirt 





Best dressed woman of the week: 
MARY LIVINGSTONE 
(State) 





The personal appearance of Jack Benny and Mary Livingstone will 
probably hang up more records for the State. Benny looks Swell in a 
grey suit and green tie. Miss Livingstone wears a ducky dress of a mate. 
rial combining red and gold, made perfectly plain but for a gold ascot tie, 
She appears later in a ravishing gown of a shiny black lace made 
with a full There 


bracelets adding much to this costume. 


long 


flounce, 
and 


is no trimming, the diamond brooch 


The cards at the side of the stage carry the name of Jack Benny, not 


changing for the several acts appearing. Show is a unit. There is an 


The girl is in a union suit of white 
Arab 
Picture 


adagio act, three men and a girl. 


with silver bolero. A trio of girls are in blue and pink. And an 


troupe wears picturesque green with white capes lined with red 
this week is ‘Anything Goes’ with the well dressed Ethel Merman. 

In the audience, at the show caught, sat Ed Sullivan, a much interested 
spectator. Dropped in, probably, to watch his own record at this house 
set New Year week, broken for a second time. 


First Lady—Old School 
That the strike is affecting show business was evident in the three- 


quarter house at the Music Box Thursday night (5) where Jane Cowl in 


‘First Lady’ is playing. 
Miss Cowl, an actress of the old school, is a joy to behold. She first 
appears in a biege ensemble trimmed with fox of the same shade. A 


green feather in a small hat matches the gloves. A change is made to a 
hostess gown of a rich shade of mahogany made with full sleeves. The 
only ornament is a huge metal plaque hanging from a fine chain. Over 
an ashes of roses gown a voluminous cloak of shaded velvet in red and 
black is worn. Green cloth is combined with yellow. 
coat and a yellow hat touch off this costume. 

Lily Cahill proves an excellent foil for Miss Cowl and the conversation 
between these two women is worth a trip to this theatre. Miss Cahill 
chooses a swagger costume of black velvet trimmed with satin loops and 
a small overseas type of hat is perched saucily on her blonde curls. An 
evening gown is of a white moire with silver thread running through 
the material. The gown has a bustle back. The third act finds Miss 
Cahill in @ black skirt with velvet jacket of a coral shade. 

Helen Brooks, young miss, is in a plum colored accordion pleated dress. 
An evening outfit consists of a torquoise net frock with matching velvet 
swagger coat. A riding costume includes brown jodphurs and white 
jacket. Diantha Pattison, as a secretary to Miss Cowl, shows several 
neat cloth dresses. Jessie Busley looks well in a blue velvet with a 
strand of real lace across the bosom. 


A three-quarter 


First Run 

The Palace, for a change, is showing a first-run picture, ‘The Farmer in 
the Dell” From a very good book an amusing picture has been made 
and a happy choice was Fred Stone as the farmer, Jean Parker is the 
young girl and Esther Dale the mother, 

Miss Parker, on the farm, is seen in prints of percale, and then in a dark 
skirt with checked jacket and rather large hat. 
material has a collar of white pleatings, 
trimming flowers at the shoulders. 

Miss Dale, in a beautiful Hollywood home, looks nice in a black velvet 
evening gown, and drives a car in a light cloth outfit worn with furs, 





A dress of a thin dark 
A white evening gown has for 





Miss Keeler’s Best 


Warner Bros. gave Ruby Keeler her best picture in ‘Colleen,’ now at 
the Strand. Miss Keeler has never been so beautiful and has never 
danced better. Paul Draper is a corking dancing partner for her. 

Ruby plays the head of a dressmaking establishment, and when at 
work wears some pretty little frocks. A cloth dress is made shirt waist 
fashion with short sleeves and pockets. A black velvet dress has at the 
throat a bunch of white flowers. A white jacket with chenille dots is 
worn with a dark skirt. Another black frock has for ornaments clips 
of pearls. Still another black dress is of a triple chiffon made full in 
the skirt with bodice edged in silver. For a dance number an intricate 
gown has a harem skirt. A wedding dress is short with full skirt and 
puffed sleeves. The veil attached to a small hat is only three-quarters 
in length. A jacket suit is dark with white accessories, and pajamas 
are of a two-colored combination. Louise Fazenda, as the wife of a 
rich man, is all dolled up, which doesn’t interfere with her usual line 
of comedy. In one scene Miss Fazenda is reclining in a Hollywood bed 
of upholstered satin. Much maribeau trims a bed jacket. A metallic 
gown has fox at the armholes. A dotted material is another evening 
gown with narrow shoulder straps. 

Joan Blondell is vampish in many dark dresses and suits. 
is Scottish in design with scallops cut square. A dinner frock of spangles 
on black velvet is worn -with silver fox. Very lovely is a white satin 
gown made quite plain, depending on jewels for trimming. 

This studio has done many large dance scenes, but never has it done 
one so beautiful as the fashion show number in ‘Colleen.’ The huge 
setting is all white, with a revolving drum for the stepping. Groups of 
girls are in long white evening gowns and some in black. Another group 
wear tailored suits with silver foxes, but the outstanding feature are 
girls in riding habits. Some are attired for side-saddle, but most wear 
jodphurs, 


One jacket 


Jason’s Gocd Job 

Leigh Jason in his first directorship has done a sterling job in ‘Love 
On a Bet.’ Bits of comedy are of class No. 1. 

Gene Raymond always gives a picture a lift. Wendy Barrie is the girl, 
with Helen Broderick at her best in an aunt part. 

Miss Barrie, at a party at the Central Park Casino, is in an evening 
frock of a dark satin with net puffed sleeves. The rest of the picture 
takes place on an auto trip to the Coast, and Miss Barrie is seen for the 
most part in one-piece. dresses with a plaid coat. <A tailored satin 
negligee is shown for one bit. Miss Broderick wears a black evening 
gown with clips for trimming and then wears a black tailored suit. 

Betty Gould, at the Center, plays the organ in a white lace frock and 
silver slippers. 





and Helen Reynolds troupe. Miss 
Brown is easily tops. She has good 
enough voice and swell delivery, but 


Parker and Tim Herbert and they 
throw in some acceptable songs and 
hoofing. 





it’s her strong and attractive per- 
sonality, with sly comedy that put 
her over with the customers. Climax 
of the act has roly-poly colored girl 
essaying few hotcha stomps, and 
she leaves ’em begging. 

Timberg has improved his stuff 
considerably since last local appear- 
ance more than year ago. 
some adept stooging from Audrey 





Ray Wilbert is a juggler familiar 
in this town through several previ- 
ous visits. His specialty is hoops, 
With which he makes difficult tricks 
look simple. Wilbert offers steady 
fire of wisecracks with his routine. 
Helen Reynolds troupe, show opener, 
includes eight girl roller skaters. 


He gets | Turn is swift, skillful and entertain- 


ing, Hobe. 








ee See ee 
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Filming 


Play in Legit Theatre, 
Sets and All, New French Idea 


PE + 


Paris, Feb. 23. 
Hundred per cent. co-opration be- 
tween legit and film production put 
into effect for the first time in the 
world when shooting Maurice Ros- 
tand’s new piece ‘Europe’ begins at 
Pigalle, day after its 


the Theatre 


legit opening. 

A month later Quinson. 
new manager of the theatre, expects 
to offer the film version to provin- 
cial and foreign audiences while (he 


Gustave 


hopes) the legit version will still be 
playing in Paris. 
Theatre Pigalle, built by Baron 


Philippe de Rothschild, with money 
no object, is the only the 
world where this stunt can be pulled. 
It has a revolving stage on an ele- 
vator of dimensions to be found no- 
where else. Elevator will carry the 


Spot in 


sets up for the legit performance, 
and down to the basement of the 
theatre, which is equipped as a film 
studio. 

Actors will perform for the film 
on no-matinee days and, since the 
show will be filmed straight, just as 
played on the stage, picture will be 


finished quickly and cheaply. 

Straight filming of a legit 
has already been tried here by Sacha 
Guitry, whose ‘New Te 
ture, made in five days 


show 


stament’ pic- 


at the Para- 


mount Joinville studio after re- 
hearsals in the Madeleine Theatre, 
is now being shown at the Mari- 


vaux. But ke had to go to a studio, 
and he used his previous year’s 
show, 

Quinson will not follow the legit 
text blindly, he says. le admits 
that some scenes will have to be 
cut for the film, and he also may 
shoot some extra scenes, not used 
on the stage, to make the picture 


more comprehensible. There are also 








some technical problems to be 
solved in the use of legit sets for! 
the picture. 

He hopes to be able to rent his 
theatre studio to other legit man- 
agers for filming of shows. It’s 


thought that the Pigalle may provide 


the seclution to the problem of giving | 


drama to the French sticks, who | ‘ 
still want it but can’t support road 
companies nor local stock com- 


panies, 


French Cabinet Bars 
Export of Local Pic 
As Too Rough; Biz Ups 


March 2: 
Cabinet meeting last week in the 
of local 


and foreign politics, took time off to 


Paris, 
midst of heavy discussion 


be shocked at a film, ‘La Garconne,’ 
and to forbid its exportation on the 


theory that it would hurt France's 
rep. 

As soon as news got out all Paris 
rushed to the Aubert Palace to 
the picture, and _ police 
ments were called to hold 
crowd. 

lilm is 
by Victor Margueritte 
post-war morals, on account of 
which the author was thrown out of 
the French Academy and his name 
rubbed off the rolls of the Legion of 


see 
reinforce- 
back the 


novel 


depicting 


based on a banned 


Honor. Board of censors passed it 
by eight votes to one, after suggest- 
ing a few cuts, which were made. 


Wells Pic’s 14 Weeks 


Alex 


Leicester 


Korda’s contract 


Square theatre for first 


run showing of H. G. Wells’ pi 
‘Things to Come.’ current, is for 14 
weeks, 

First week's takings were appro 
imately $29,000, while the second 
week dropped off to $20,500 Drop 
is still being registered, which has 
the house none too happ) woout 

ngs 

Wooif-U Deal All Set 
London, Mar 
Charles M. Woolf's deal for take- 
Briti di i £ 
l n e S.t Pi L cs Is 





20th’s 3 in Berlin 


Berlin, March 2. 
Twentieth Century-Fox has three 
films current here now. 
They are ‘Our Little Girl,’ ‘Metro- 





rench Newsreels Become 





politan’ and ‘Under 





Boomerang 


Berlin, March 2. 

Reichsilmkammer (F il m 
Chamber) sent a questionnaire 
to the foreign journalists in 
Berlin about their view of Ger- 
man films. P. B. Wadsworth, 
local correspondent of the Lon- 
don answered in a 
wasn't too popular 
the officials. 

‘German 
typically 


Same 


Observer 
way which 
among 
films were always 
he said, ‘the 
s American pictures are 
American, There is 
a big gap between them. Ger- 
man films still light 
hand, the modern touch, the 
living pulse of life. American 
pictures are up to date, like a 
morning paper. They picture 
life as it is, 


German,’ 


genuinely 


miss the 


even if sometimes a 


little exaggerated, while Ger- 
man films somehow seem to 
keep a distance on daily life. 
Americar comedy pictures 
cause plenty of laughter with 
German audiences, but this re- 
sult is not achieved the c« her 
Way around.’ 











29% Rejection 
Clause, Quota 
Anzac Worries 


Melbourne, Feb. 11, 

Siill a lot of trouble here on the 
quota law and the 25% rejection 
'clause. Government still refuses to 
have the quota proclaimed, with the 
result that some pic men are mov- 
ing out of Victoria. Exhibs are not 
anxious to sign new contracts until 
the 25% angle is satisfactorily 


thrashed out. 

Whole todav is a pretty 
bad mess and creating plenty of un- 
rest. American are not 
keen to go into the producing game, 
and will not do so unless absolutely 
‘oreed 


Situation 


distribs 


to. 


Sydney, Feb. 11. 
Trouble is brewing here over the 
Distribs are 
not keen on the introduction of the 
and now a 
certain group of indie theatre oper- 


25% right of rejection. 


clause into contracts, 


ators are reported as against it, too, 


the present of 


Indies fear that dis- 


preferring system 
block- booking. 


tribs may sell their pix to the high- 


est bidders, with the result the 
smaller men would be unable to 
compete with the big chains on 
product. 

Majority of exhibs, however, are 
in favor of the 25% rejection and 


government 
to those 


will probably seek 
action 


in Victoria. 


along lines similar 


Whether the government. will 
bring in the measure is problemat- 
ical, although it is generally be- 
lieved that some action will be 
taken against distribs and in favor 
of exhibs on the rejection angle. 

Should the rule come into opera- 
tion it will mean that Americans 
vill import less pix here, especially 

s added to rejection, would be the 


Hagen Acquires P.D.C. 


London, March 10. 


Twickenham rilims has taken 
over the b ! s of Producers Dis- 
tr ar ’ n ( ised rom the 
l { I i mye ea re ec ‘ Line 
la é a ) 

a } l 3 ded ju is 
Hag 

D. A. Davies in S. Afr. 
Car ) leb ’ 
i) A [> ‘ t imag Y aire ( 
OL int I USE Lid., Man- 
EK: Ae Fa | $ m 100O ove 
’ Airica 
Elis ¢ 1 ~ iouses 





THRING INTO 
SYDNEY PROD. 


Sydney, Feb. 11. 


Thring (Efftee) is 





| 
| F. W. 


|across from 


moving 


Melbourne to go into 


vic production here. Tieup has been 
clinched with the Mastercraft unit, 


and Thring will move in within the 


next few weeks. First pic to go 
into production will probably be 
‘Collit’s Inn,’ already done by him 


as a legit. 

For months Thring has threatened 
to quit Melbourne unless the Vic- 
torian government did something to 
assist pic producers. So far the 
government there has not even pro- 
claimed its announced quota. At 
one period Thring was so disgusted 
that he was on the verge of quitting 
the pic game altogether, but finally 
decided to make a try for space in 
N. S. Wales. 

Mastercraft deal has as 
quite a surprise because it had been 
given out officially that Cinesound 
would move in with Mastercraft, 
Stuart F. Doyle going as chairman 
of the board. Now learned that a 
last minute hitch in the financial 
end was the cause of Cinesound not 
proceeding further with the deal. 

Kfftee, despite its link with 
Mastercraft, will be a separate unit 
and Thring proposes to produce only 
two pics a year. Studio, when not 
in use, will be hired to indies. 
lowing ‘Inn’ will come ‘Sheepmates,’ 
from a novel by William Hatfield. 


come 


‘TOP HAT’ INTO BIG 


pade,’ which may click when word 
of mouth gets around, ‘Broadway 
Melody 1936’ (M-G) also very 
strong and remaining. Will be fol- 
lowed by ‘Mutiny on the Bounty.’ 
(M-G). 

‘Peter Ibbetson’ (Par) opened at 
the weekend with crits only so-so. 
‘The Red Salute’ (U.A.) goes into its 
second week and may last three. 

‘Where’s My Man’ (G-B) and ‘No 
Limit’ (ATP) are out after two low 
weeks. ‘I Found Stella Parish’ 
(WP) will replace ‘Dark Angel’ next 


The Pampas | 
Moon.’ 


Of Maneuvering by 





God Save the King 


London, Feb. 29. 
Americans attending theatres 


in London since the death of 
King George V have been im- 
pressed by the emotional fer- 
vancy of audiences during the 


playing of ‘God Save the King’ 
at the conciusion of every 
formance. Although the 

tom has been in practice for 
many years, the sincerity of 
the tribute seems to 
come intensified. 


‘G-MEN BEST B.0. 
PIC IN JAPAN 


per- 


cus- 


have be- 

















Fol- | 


THIRD WEEK, SYDNEY | 


DURING 35 








Walk,’ ‘Here Comes the Navy,’ 
‘Murder in the Clouds.’ 

Columbia 
‘One Night of Love,’ ‘Love Me| 


Forever, ‘No Greater Glory,’ 
‘Broadway Bill,’ ‘The Whole Town's | 
| Talking,’ ‘Black Room.’ 

Metro 

‘Public Hero No. 1,’ ‘Manhattan 
! 








Melodra.na,’ ‘Merry Widow,’ ‘Treas- | 
Island,’ ‘West Point of the Air,’ 
Man.’ 
Fox 


| 
| 


ure 
i‘The Thin 


Sydney, Feb. 11. ‘The Cat's Paw,’ ‘Baboona,’ ‘Little | 
‘Top Hat’ (RKO) smashes into its | Cole el,’ ‘Bright Eyes,’ ‘First World | 
third week and is still the tops} War, ‘Caravan.’ 
jaround town. ‘The Dark Angel’ | RKO- Radio 
(U.A.) and ‘Metropolitan’ (20th)| ‘Son of Kong,’ ‘She,’ ‘Three Mus- 
are also into their 3d stanzas and | keteers,’ ‘Roberta,’ ‘Informer, ‘Becky 
remaining. ‘Vanessa’ (M-G) opened | Sharp.’ 
strongly and should do well on) United Artists 
femme trade. ‘Count of Monte Cristo,’ ‘House of 
Another M-G opener was ‘Esca-j| Rothschild, ‘Roman _ Scandals,’ 


‘Nana, Live 
Agaim.’ 

‘G-Men’ led the field as a grosser, 
with ‘Bengal Lancer’ and ‘Cat’s 
Paw’ second. 

Combined lists demonstrate that 
the outstanding foreign b.o. stars 
here are Gary Cooper, Harold Lloyd, 
James Cagney, Joe E. Brown, Grace 


‘Our Daily Bread,’ ‘We 








Moore, William Powell, Wallace 

3eery, Shirley Temple, Astaire- 
|Rogers, Eddie Cantor and Clark 
Gable. Both Cable and the Astaire- 


Ro ers team are currently stronger 














rux 
oliticians 


Paris, March 2. 
French politicians, realizing that 
the newsreel is one of the keys to 


public opinion, have been working 
overtime during recent weeks in 


connection with local clip services. 
Reason: General elections are com- 
May. 

Following the ban on shots of the 
row over Royalists 
Blum, 
Government has put strict local and 


ing in 


the assault 


on Socialist 


by 


Leader Leon the 


export censorship on film reports 
of the parade of left wing elements 
across Paris last week. To prevent 
clips from getting abroad, all film 


shipments of any kind were held up 


at the customs until shippers signed 
an affidavit attesting that cans con- 
tained nothing relating to the pa- 
rade. 


For the past month a fight has 
been raging over France Actualites, 
one the three French newsreels 
distributed here (in addition to local 
of Fox and Paramount 
news) Reel, which is owned 


of 


versions 
by a 
Belgian group headed by Baron Em- 


pain, had been operated and dis- 

—- tributed by Gaumont-Franco Film- 

Tokyo, Feb, 13. Aubert, which had an option for its 

Best box-office films released in | purchase. It was suddenly an- 

Japan during 1935 by the leading |nounced that G.F.F.A. couldn’t take 

American exchanges, listed in order |up the option, notice of discharge 

of draw by companies, were: was given to all the reel’s empioyees, 

Paramount fand it looked as if France Actual- 

‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer,’ ‘The |ites would either disappear or be 
Crusades,’ ‘Now and _ Forever,’ | bought up by the highest bidder. 

‘Annapolis Farewell,’ ‘eet First’ | Fox 

(re-issue, dubbed in Japanese), Fox immediately became the tar- 

‘Rumba.’ |get of a bunch of chatter in this 

Warners | connection, l'irst patriots got in- 

‘G-Men,’ ‘Devil Dogs of the Air,’ | dignant over a report that G.F.F.A. 

‘Six-Day Bike Rider, ‘Flirtation | was buying the Fox reel for all its 


} theatres, to replace France Actual- 


ites. This was denied, fact being 
that Fox had attempted to sell its 
reel for the G.F.F.A. theatres, but 


the sale hadn’t gone through. Then 
it was said that Fox wanted to buy 


France Actualites, which would 
‘give foreign interests a hook on 
French opinion.’ Only truth be- 


hind this story was that Fox, in an 


jattempt to do a favor to G.F.F.A., 


had offered to service the French 
reel with American clips. 
Then France Actualites was sup- 


posed to be put up at auction, but 


|nothing came of that. Reginald 
Ford, English owner of a newsreel 
iheatre chain in France, was sup- 
posed to have bid for it, but op- 
position arose to him because of his 
foreign birth. Eclair Journal, an- 


other French newsreel, tried in vain 
to buy its competitor. 

Upshot of the wrangle seems to 
be that Havas news agency, a semi- 
official outfit, will direct the news- 
gathering of France Actualites, 
which will be continued and G.F.F.A. 
will continue to distribute it. This 
means a Government stranglehold 
on the reel. 

Existence of the Pathe newsreel 
(Pathe Journal) is an explanation 
of much of the wrangling over the 
reorganization of Pathe Cinema (ex 
Pathe-Natan). Politically, the reel 


, - an ia . > iggest s f 
week, than they appear above, due to 1936 is one of the bigge plums that 
Biz is oke with the weekly change releases | the rival banking groups are after, 
spots on ‘My Marriage’ (Fox), ‘Big ” wy aed No 8 and it is also an important objective 
Broadcast 1936’ (¥#’ar), and ‘Two ‘ ; ‘ 9 | of the politicians who would like to 
Fisted’ (Par) 00 ea 0 ounty combine G.F.F.A. and Pathe as one 
—_— | state film corporation, 
Melbourne, Feb. 11. | me PB ya seajccihinimaelinicdiiidababdipiaiiaata 
| Current bills include ‘Flirtation ridhercirs rede degen ae . . 
Walk’ (WRB), ‘Love Me Forever’ | Blood’ into all foreign markets in an ex im nions 
E . 4 I , 
. ‘Ss arr » Rowe’ . attempt to beat ‘Mutiny on the 
(Col), ‘She Married Her Boss’ (Col), | . : Phy. i : a 
‘Curly Top’ (Fox), ‘Peg of Old sounty’ (MG) in. Urge l er istri 
Drury’ (B.D.), ‘I Live My Life’; Got openings in Hungary, Po- 
(M-G), ‘Last Outpost’ (Par) and/land, France and Manila last week Of L | M d Pi 
‘Passing Third Floor Back’ (G-B). ahead of the Metro pic. 0Ca a e ics 
. . Mexico City, March 10 
ritons in Hollywoo stablishment. of bureau. tha 
! e ©] e of boosting dis- 
, ‘ tris a8 Mexican made pics 
Hollywood, March 10 Dog Was shippe d over to him fron bre 1 is urged upon the federal 
Large percentages of the British England and some hoy aved whil ; . resolution adopted 
the were moving. 2 , P & 
colony is working in ‘Mary of Scot- = , ‘ ‘ : t t national confab here of 
ry = : Roland Young is playi the p rene of $6 fim tnéu workacn! 
j land. of a barrister in a British « ies i a figured that’ more 
Frieda Inescourt smoking one of) scene in ‘Unguarded Hoi a -—* rhbout getting home 
| the very tiny pipes that are fa Leslie Howard is expected back at i films wider showings beyond 
| becoming a fad with the gals oa the ork tl week, recovered fro bore 
i ‘Mary’ set. |slight operation necessitated b Another resolution calls for lining 
Molly Lamont, looking glamorous /cut he 1 eived in a ft ng jor , industry's workers into co- 
in pale blue velvet, with coronet of | EH. ped ile pa if either acquire or build cin- 
apphires crowning her curls ul Aea ed evel . O01 er ii run them to stimulate ex- 
snapping the very tight wasp waist ( thie et « A bss e Quie s of made-in-Mexico pics and 
to that she may eat in some measure | Lio \ | st ed t labor and prole- 
|of comfort. f (, Live i tne i i «. Cash for this enter- 
i Douglas Walton in costume chat ( e W gt camera in ! he ; e “ be raised by a small 
ting with Cyril McLaglier ‘ 1 « tl he n « ‘ the pick workers’ 
Reggie Ower. had a few days i- ‘ ‘ inda and aca ay. 
lcation between pix and he intendes i that it was cs erence decided to call boy- 
to spend them moving to the beats ib j e pic, ‘Big Bre I f all distributors and 
His family settied in the new beac! ( | } ; ‘good ( , 3 of pics that spread com- 
: P ‘ ; ‘an -adicn! 
lhouse, but Owen spent his tiime iis , 1 miuristic fas other radiea! 
| nemeine his prize tnslhish bu Ine ~ 2 want ty 
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* Now being proved in 322 
day-and-date record-break- 
ing runs. And extra morning 
and night shows are giving 
a new meaning to capacity! 
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THIS INDUSTRY 


HAS EVER SEEN! 


More roof: Balcony... not 


even opened in four months 
for matinees... completely 
filled and S.R.O.beforenoon 
in landslide engagement 
at Keith’s, Portland, Maine! 
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Studio Placements 


Hollywood, March 10. 


Dorothy Revier, Billy Burrud, 
Harry Worth, ‘Banished,’ U. 
Marjorie Klein, adapting ‘Her 
Majesty, the Governor,’ U. 

Jack Adair, ‘Florida Express,’ 
Par. 


Ellen Love, Vera Lewis, ‘Dancing 
Pirate,’ Pioneer. 

William Gargan, Florence Rice, 
H. B. Warner, Joan Perry, Nana 
Bryant, George McKay, Victor Kil- 
lian, Wryley Birch, Drue 
Alexander Cross, Boyd Irwin, Sr., 
Kenneth Thompson; Gordon Wiles 
directing, ‘The Blackmailer,’ Col. 


Charlie Chase, Rosina Lawrence, 
Darla Hood, ‘Bank Night,’ Roach 
short. 

Carmencita Johnson, ‘The [First 
Baby, 20-I*. 

Frank Orth, ‘Two Against the 
World,’ WL. 

Eddie Conrad, Ethel Sykes, Fran- 
cis McDonald, ‘Big Brown, Eyes,’ 
Wanger. 

Barbara Denny, ‘Early to Bed,’ 
Par. 

George O'Hara, gagging, ‘Three 


Cheers for Love,’ Par. 


Lumsden Hare, ‘Princess Comes 
Across,’ Par. 
Stanley Andrews, Jackie Heller, 


‘Florida Special,’ Par. 

Alan Edwards, ‘Where Am I?’ 
Par. 

Pierre Watkins, ‘Unconscious,’ U. 

Katherine DeMille, ‘Romeo and 
Juliet,’ MG. 

Alice Marr, ‘Law in Her Hands,’ 
We. 

Robert Armstrong, ‘One to Two,’ 
RKO. 

John Miljan, Loretta Young, Basil 
Rathbone; Roy Del Ruth, directing, 
‘Private Number,’ 20-F. 


Edgar Norton, William Von 
Brinsken, ‘Dracula's Daughter.’ 

Earl Rogers, ‘Speed,’ MG. 

Julian Street, screen play, ‘The| 


Need of Change,’ Par. 

Ivan Simpson, Dudley Haines, 
Wiliam Griffith, ‘Little Boy Blue,’ 
MG short. 


Ralph Block, screen play, untitled | 


original, Par. 

Nina Fraser, screen play, untitled 
original, Par. 

Edward Gargan, ‘Unconscious,’ U. 

Mare Lawrence, ‘The’ Black- 
mailer,’ Col. 

Frank Scully, ‘Mob Rule,’ MG. 

Norman Willis, ‘Florida Special,’ 
Par. 

Charles Irwin, Lawrence Grant, 
‘Unguarded Hour,’ MG. 

George Kirby, ‘Girl from Manda- 
lay,’ Rep. 

Phoebe Foster, ‘Florence Nightin- 
gale,’ WB. 

Harry Allen, ‘Girl from Mandalay,’ 
Rep. 

Mary Bloodgood, Richard Carle, 
‘Case Against Mrs. Ames,’ Wanger. 

Ann Sothern; Rian James, screen 
play, ‘Save a Lady,’ RKO. 

D'Arcy Corrigan, Gaston Glass, 
Fred Malatesta, Jean De _ Briac, 
‘Mary of Scotland,’ RKO. 

Booth Howard, ‘Special Investi- 
gator,’ RKO. 

Rollo Lloyd, ‘Ex Mrs. Bradford,’ 
RKO. 

Pierre Watkins, 
‘Unconscious,’ U. 

Guy Bellis, Harold Cook, Cyril 
Thornton, John Buckler, ‘Unguarded 
Hour,’ MG. 

Lee Phelps, Jeanne Hart, Orrin 
Burke, Fred H. Warren, ‘San Fran- 
cisco,’ MG. 

George Cleveland, ‘Revolt of the 
Zombies,’ Acad. 

George Magill, Frank Bruno, ‘Mur- 
der in the Big House,’ WB. 

George FE. Stone, Craig Reynolds, 
Addison Richards, ‘Bullets and Bal- 
lots,’ WB. 

Myra McKinney, Elsa Newell, 
3en Hall, Wally Maher, ‘Mob Rule,’ 
MG. 


Frank Reicher, 


Antoinette Lees, ‘Someone to 
Love,’ Par. 

Frank Phelan, ‘Border Flight,’ 
Par. 


Charles Richmond, ‘One to Two,’ 
RKO. 

Douglas Wood, ‘Two Against the 
World,’ WB. 

George Caine, Charles King, Cyril 
Thornton, Halliwell Hobbes, Phoebe 
Foster, Versey O'’Davern, ‘Angel of 
Mercy,’ WB. 


William Pawley, Al Hill, ‘Big 
Business,’ WB. 
Frank Leigh, ‘Clutching Hand,’ 


Weiss. 

Joe King, Frank Bruno, ‘Bullets 
or Ballots,” WB. 

Nigel De Bruillier, ‘Mary of Scot- 
land,’ RKO. 

Frank Melton, ‘August Week End,’ 
Chest 

George Archinbaud, 
Sophie Lang,’ Par. 


‘Return of 
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Advance Production Chart 





ale . , Hollywood, March 10, 
oallywood production activity continues at a healthy pace with 42 fea- 
tures before the cameras, 31 in the editing stages and ie ovenartnn ~ 
| dustry set a new low for number of pictures completed and previewed last 
week. Only three were screened including ‘Laughing Irish Eyes’ (Repub- 
| lic) ; A Message to Garcia’ (20th-For) and ‘Yellow Dust’ (RKO), 
| ee tee to be the most active studio with a total of 10 features 
| ejore the canveras. Paramount follows closely with eight; Warners has 
| Siz; 20th-Foxr and RKO-Radio, five each; Universal, four; Columbia and 
| Republic, two each, while United Artists is at a standstill. 





Leyton, | 


While three pictures were considered completed and previewed last 
week, seven new features went before the cameras. Universal and Para- 
mount contributed two each with Columbia, 20th-For and Warners each 
Starting one. 

Major group of studios plan to start another group of 10 new features 
this week, leaving but 92 to complete the combined product for the 1935- 
36 season. If production continues at the same pace registered last week, 


the entire program will be completed several weeks in advance of the 
scheduled time. 








Columbia 


a eae four editing, four preparing. In work: 
‘Al O THEY WERE MARRIED,’ reporte ‘ARIET 3S P . 
‘BLACKMAILER?’ started last week. ee ee 
‘BLACKMAILER.’ Directed by Gordon Wiles, supervised by Irving 
Briskin, screenplay by Lee Loeb and Harold Buchman. Cast: William 
Gargan, Florence Rice, H. B. Warner, Drue Leyton, Joan Perry, Nana 
Bryant, George McKay, Wylie Birch, Victor Kilian, Alexander Cross 
Boyd Irwin, Sr., Kenneth Thompson. 
Story—Concerns the activities of blackmailer who has taken advantage 
of his social position to fleece former associates. He crashes a party 
being hosted by his latest victim and while at dinner table is confronted 
with many past victims whom all for good reasons, have license to seek 
revenge. Lights go out and extortionist is murdered. It becomes a who- 
dunit, All present had good motive to do away with him. 


Metro 


Ten in work, two editing, eight preparing. In work: 

‘SMALL TOWN GIRL,’ reported in Variety, Jan. 15; ‘ROMEO AND 
JULIET,’ reported Jan. 22; ‘PETTICOAT FEVER’ and ‘KELLY THE 
SECOND,’ reported Jan. 29; ‘MOONLIGHT MURDER,’ ‘THE UN.- 
GUARDED HOUR,’ and ‘SAN FRANCISCO,’ reported Feb. 19; ‘ABSO- 
LUTE QUIET,’ reported Feb. 26; ‘MOB RULE’ and ‘GOOD EARTH,’ 
reported March 4, 

No new pictures started last week, and none previewed. 

New pictures being readied for early production are ‘LADY COMES TO 
TOWN’ (Gable-Crawford); ‘SUICIDE CLUB’ (Robert Montgomery, Rosa- 
lind Russell, Frank Morgan and Reginald Owen); ‘CAPTAIN COURA- 
GEOUS’ (Freddie Bartholomew); ‘GRAM’ (Schumann-Heink, May Rob- 
son, Harry Stockwell, Frances Langford). 





Paramount 








Eight in work, five editing, 10 preparing. In work: si 

‘| LOVED A SOLDIER,’ reported in Varity, Jan. 15; ‘REUNION,’ 
‘BRAZEN’ and ‘FLORIDA SPECIAL,’ reported Feb. 12; ‘BIG BROWN 
EYES,’ ‘PRINCESS OCMES ACROSS’ (formerly ‘Concertina’) and 
‘BORDER FLIGHT,’ reported Feb. 26; ‘POPPY,’ reported March 4. Start- 
ing this week: ‘SOMETHING TO LIVE FOR’ and ‘CASE AGAINST 
MRS. AMES.’ 

‘CASE AGAINST MRS. AMES.’ Produced by Walter Wanger, William 
A. Seiter directing, from Cosmopolitan mag serial by Arthur Somers 
Roche, screenplay, Gene Towne and Graham Baker. Cast: Madeleine 
Carroll, George Brent, Alan Mowbray, Alan Baxter, Guy Bates Post, 
Esther Dale, Richard Carle, Arthur Treacher, Edward Brophy. 

Story—Mrs. Ames, accused of murdering her husband, is brought to 
trial, prosecuted by George Brent. Jury acquits her, Brent upraids jury 
for verdict, is in turn jailed for contempt. Later Mrs, Ames hires the 
prosecutor to track down the real murderer. 

‘SOMETHING TO LIVE FOR.’ Directed by E. A. Dupont, from maga- 
zine story by Richard Washburn Child, screenplay, Marguerite Roberts, 
Brian Marlow and Robert Yost. Cast: Herbert Marshall, Gertrude 
Michael, James Burke, Mary Gordon, Alan Edwards. 

Story—Herbert Marshall, gentleman crook, betrayed by his wife who 
is in love with another, goes to jail for 15 years. Meantime wife has given 
their daughter over to a wealthy family to raise. Marshall incessantly 
writes ex-wife concerning child but she refuses to answer letters. After 
release from jail, Marshall continues to search for daughter while wife 
shields her whereabouts. His campaign of haunting the wife drives her 
to suicide. Later, through old friend, he finds daughter just at the time 
she is about to be accused of a crime, Marshall takes the rap and returns 


RKO-Radio 


Five in work, one editing, seven preparing. In work: 

‘DANCING PIRATE,’ reported in Variety, Jan. 29; ‘THE WITNESS 
CHAIR,’ reported Feb. 19, and ‘ONE TO TWO,’ reported Feb. 26; ‘MARY 
OF SCOTLAND’ and ‘SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR,’ reported March 4. 

No new pictures started last week. Completed and previewed, ‘YEL- 


LOW DUST’ (Richard Dix). 
20th-Fox 


Five in work, three editing, six preparing. In work: 

‘UNDER TWO FLAGS,’ reported Variety, issue Jan. 15, ‘ZERO HOUR,’ 
reported Feb. 5; ‘HUMAN CARGO,’ reported Feb. 19; ‘POOR LITTLE 
RICH GIRL,’ reported Feb. 26; ‘THE FIRST BABY,’ reported March 4, 
and ‘TURMOIL,’ starting this week. 








‘TURMOIL.’ Kenneth McGowan production, Otto Brower and Gregory 
Ratoff directing. Story is Joseph Roth’s novel, ‘Job’; adapted by Sam 
Engel. Cast: Jean Hersholt, J. Edward Bromberg, Ann Shoemaker, 


Francis Ford, Don Ameche, Christian Rub, Paul McVeigh. 
Story—Concerns Swiss bell ringer’s affection for his two sons, one a 
deaf mute who stays at home, the other, normal, who makes good in 
America. Father comes to U. S. when world war breaks out and he learns 
of the deaf-mute being killed. Other son goes to war and meets same 








} ' 
| Frances Grant, Jack LaRue, Monte! Homer Croy, adapting ‘Michael 
| Collins; Charles Hutchinson, dire t- | O'Halloran,’ Rep. 

Frances Dee, Brian Donlevy, 


| ing, ‘Born to Fight,’ Conn, 
| W. P. Lipscomb, screen  play,| Helen Westly; Sidney Lanfleld di- 
| ‘Garden of Allah,’ S-L. |recting, ‘Half Angel,’ 20-F, 

Russel Hardy; Joseph Santley di-| James Burke; Barry Trivers, 
recting, “The Harvester,’ Rep. | screen play, ‘Something to Live For, 


Gavin Muir, ‘Half Angel,’ 20-F. 

George Cleveland, dialog director, 
‘Revolt of the Zombies,’ Acad, 

Robert McWade, ‘Early to Bed,’ 


Herbert Asheley, ‘Mob Rule,’ MG. | 
Nicholas Soussanin, ‘The Road to} 
Glory,’ 20-F. 


Par. Harry Stubbs, ‘The Girl from | 
Sam S. Hinds, ‘Rhythm on the! Manladay,’ Rep. 

Range,’ Par. Doris Lloyd, ‘Mary of Scotland,’; 
Mary Gordon, ‘Something to Live | RKO. 

For,’ Par Alan Campbell, Dorothy Parker, | 
Mitchell Lewis, ‘Dancing Pirate,”| screen play, untitled original, Par.| 


Pioneer Mary Treen, ‘Stage Struck,’ WB.| 





C. Montague Shaw, Smiley Bur- Arthur Housman, ‘Money waned 
nette, Frankie Marvin, Ralph | Roach. : 
Holmes, ‘Undersea Kingdom,’ Rep. Robert Taylor, ‘Private Num- 

Akim Tamiroff, Frank Reicher, | ber,’ 20-F. 
sarbara Leonard, Tempe Piggotte, Slim Summerville, John Boles, | 
Angel of Mercy,’ WB. ‘White Fang.’ 20-F. 

Craig Reynolds, ‘Earthworm Trac- Dorothy Stone, ‘Revolt of the 
tor,” WR | Zombies,’ Acad, 


Vrankie Darro, Leroy Don Ameches, ‘Turmoll,’ 20-¥F, 


Mason,, 





Par, 
Tyler Brooke, 
Girl,’ 20-F. 


‘Poor Little Rich 


Snowflake, ‘Born to Fight,’ Amb. | 


Daphne Pollard; 


Felix 


jetty 


Richard 


Healy, 
Connell, 


Box,’ Roach, 

Dore Schary, 
Duster,’ Par. 

Albert Taylor, ‘Mob Rule,’ MG. 

Joe Traub, scripting ‘Cops and 
tobbers,’ WB, 

Monte Blue, Halliwell 
Lawrence Grant, Ivan Simpson, 
Wyndham Standing, Lionel Bell- 
more, ‘Mary of Scotland,’ RKO. 

Ferdinand Reyher, screen play, 
‘Twinkie Twinkle,” RKO, 


screen play, ‘The 


Hobbes, 


Adler, | 
Charles Rogers, screen play, ‘Money | 


, fate leaving father destitute in America. Old man h ippens in on a light 
| opera and recognizes the chimes of the bells he rang in Switzerland. Ff ur- 
ther investigation reveals his deaf mute son had composed the music and 
that he was not killed in the war. A dramatic reunion climaxes the play. 

Completed and previewed last week, ‘A MESSAGE TO GARCIA.’ New 
story selected for production, ‘PRIVATE NUMBER,’ for Loretta Young 
and Robert Taylor. Title of ‘LIGHTNING STRIKES TWICE’ changed 
to ‘HALF ANGEL.’ 


Republic 
Two in work, one editing, six preparing. 
In work: ‘COMIN’ ’ROUND THE MOUNTAIN’ and ‘THE GIRL FROM 
MANDALAY,’ reported in Variety, issue March 4. 


No new pictures started last week. Completed and previewed last week, 


‘LAUGHING IRISH EYES.’ Next picture to start, ‘THE HARVESTER.’ 
United Artists 


None in work, one editing, six preparing. In works is: 

‘ONE RAINY AFTERNOON,’ Pickford-Lasky’s first 
U.A. release, reported Variety Jan. 15. 

No new pictures started here last week. 

For first time in many months UA group has no pictures in production, 
Pickford-Lasky wound up its first, ‘ONE RAINY AFTERNOON,’ which 
is now in the cutting rooms. 

Selznick-International is making final preparations and tests to start 
‘GARDEN OF ALLAH’ as its next production for UA release. 





production for 





Universal 


Four in work, four editing, six preparing. 

‘SHOW BOAT,’ reported in Variety Jan. 15; 
reported Feb, 12. 

Started last week: 

‘UNCONSCIOUS.’ Produced by Irving Starr, directed by Arthur Gra- 
ville Collins from original by Frank M. Dazey, screenplay, Ralph Block 
and Ben Markson, adaptation Jerry Sackheim. Cast: Edward Everett 
Horton, Glenda Farrell, Cesar Romero, Henry Hunter, Marie Heath, Diana 
Gibson, Pierre Watkins, Robert Middlemass, Edward Gargan. 

Story—First Horton starrer on his new contract with Universal, do- 
mestic comedy-drama with society background depicting Horton as very 
shy social lion whose gallantry toward women gets him into many com- 
plications. 

‘BANISHED,’ written, produced and starred in by Buck Jones; directed 
by Ray Taylor; screenplay, Frances Guihan, Cast; Jones, Dorothy Re- 
vier, Billy Burrud, Harry Worth. 

Story—Typical, fast-riding, action Buck Jones western, depicting hap- 
py-go-lucky cowboy who comes to rescue of a school teacher accused of 
stealing $200 from school! fund. Teacher threatens to end it all when 
Jones learns of situation and sets out to catch thief. Trail leads him into 
nest of bandits. 

Pictures being prepared for early production are ‘WHAT PRICE PA- 
ROLE,’ ‘IT’S A SMALL WORLD,’ and ‘MY MAN GODFREY.’ 


‘DRACULA’S DAUGHTER,’ 








Warners 





Six in work, 8 editing, 14 preparing. In work: 

‘GREEN PASTURES,’ ‘HEARTS DIVIDED,’ reported in Variety, Jan. 
15; ‘BIG BUSINESS,’ ‘TWO AGAINST THE WORLD,’ ‘MURDER IN 
THE BIG HOUSE,’ reported Feb. 26. Started last week. 

‘ANGEL OF MERCY.’ Directed by William Dieterle, supervised by 
Henry Blank; suggested by Lytton Strachcy’s essay on Florence Night- 
ingale, adapted by Mordaunt Shairp. Cast: Kay Francis, lan Hunter, 
Donald Wood, Nigel Bruce, Georgia Caine, Halliwell Hobbes, Ara Gerald, 
Lillian Cooper. 

Story. — Biographical sketch similar to the story of Louis Pasteur, 
based on the life of Florence Nightingale, who started the Red Cross 
movement in England during the Crimean war. Dramatic exposition of 
conflict women had to endure to command a position in public life. Flor- 
ence Nightingale defied all convention and dared the dangers of the 
battlefront by being first woman to offer her services as a nurse to aid 
the wounded soldiers. Her action has been perpetuated by the universal 
Red Cross organization. 

Readied to start this week: ‘EARTHWORM TRACTOR’ (Joe E. 
Prown), ‘STAGE STRUCK’ (Dick Powell, Joan Blondell and Anita Lou- 
ise), ‘BULLETS OR BALLOTS’ (Ed G. Robinson). 

New stories selected for production lists ‘CAIN AND MABEL,’ as next 
for Marion Davies, ‘LOVE BEGINS AT 20’ for Ross Alexander and Anita 
Louise, also plans to remake ‘THE JAZZ SINGER’ and ‘THE FORTUNE 
HUNTER.’ 














Production Tabl 
Shows current standing of the various producing companies’ pro- 
duction schedules for the 1935-36 season. 
Number 
Number Number Balance New 
Quota Completed Nowin to Be Stories 
of Pix or Shipped Work Made on in Final 
for for or ’35-'36 Prepa- 
Studio Season Release Editing Program ration 
COL IOtA  .isivcs vs 40 26 6 8 
GAUMONT-BRITISH 16 Made in London 
3.) rrr 50 20 12 18 B 
PARAMOUNT ...... 65 40 13 12 9 
| Westerns ...... Sous 6 4 -— 2 1 
TEI $c ccccses 48 24 6 18 7 
REPUBLICS .cccescns — 13 3 16 5 
WOGTETRD. cc ccseocce 21 7 — 14 1 
33 2 os) ey 53 42 8 3 5 
WAGGING . 6 cccccescs é 2 1 1 1 
UNITED ARTISTS 
Sam Goldwyn...... 7 7 a= -- 2 
Selznick-inter’l 5 1 — 4 2 
| Pickford-Lasky a _ 1 3 1 
| errr. eee i — = 1 1 
Korda-London...... 5 Made in London 
ik | Serre 36 19 10 5 
Weaterne ...seste.: 9 6 1 2 1 
|} WARNERS ......... 60 47 14 1 over 14 
WE wicvesdbeadee 452 258 72 1 (over) 112 67 
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America’s foremost humorist brings 
to his first starring picture all the 
human-ness and mellow philosophy 
that mark his writings. Grand as he 
was in “Steamboat Round the Bend” 

» »- Mow you can show him at his 


down-to-earth best in this! 











with 


: HUDSO 





HNNY DOWNS , NORMAN FOSTER 
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—— Bogart Rogers a. 44 Directed by James ee 














THE KEYSTONE 
OF YOUR FUTURE 






| DARRYL F. ZANUCK 


in Charge of Production 
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Benzes Lose Dime 


Admish Suit 


In Minneapolis, Up Scale to 15c 


Minneapolis, March 10. 
following the loss of the initial 
round with the refusal of Federal 


Judge G. H. Nordbye to issue a 
temporary mandamus writ to afford 
them relief pending trial of the case 
on its merits, the Benz 
realty men, abandoning their 
to compel major film exchanges 
Minneapolis 
the- 


brothers, 
are 
suit 
their 
Paul Lyceum 
for dime pictures and 
features. The 1,900 de luxe 
into a l5e policy 
March 15. 

Nordbye had found that no 
existed among 
changes and with the Publix circuit 


here to service 
Palace and St. 


atres 
roes 


Judge 
conspiracy 


the 


to deprive the Benz houses of prod- | 


He ruled 


refuse 


uct, as charged. that the 
exchanges could to sell their 
pictures to be exhibited for less than 
l5e or on dual bills if it 
trary to best 
dividual 
this 


cided it was 


was con- 
their interests as 
business 
The judge 
proper for 


instance, also 


the 


against 


dis- 
tributors to discriminate the 
de luxe Benz servicing 
small Gateway district dime double 


houses by 


feature theatres located within a 
few blocks distance of the Palace 
here. 

Local independent exhibitors, as 


well as the exchanges, are jubilant 
over the litigation’s outcome 
fearful that victory by 
xenz brothers would have the effect 
of tearing down the admission price 
structure and result in numerous 
theatres adopting a dime policy. 
‘We are going to give the 15c pol- 
icy a whirl and see how it works 
out,’ said Gordon Green, general 
manager for the Benzes. ‘When the 
suit is cailed for trial, we expect to 
ask for a continuance or 
probably the latter.’ 


They 
were 


dismissal, 


Fleet’ $5,100, and That’s 


Big Coin in Lincoln 


Lincoln, March 10. 

(Best Exploitation: Lincoln, Stuart) 

It's going to be tough to ‘Follow 
the Fleet,’. according to the stride 
it's taking here at the Stuart. Will 
just edge over $5,100, since it’s in 
for eight days, and that’s almost 
like finding buried treasure for this 
house, which hasn’t been in the 
money for three weeks and nowhere 
near coin like that in a year. 

Directly opposite the situation of 
last week when there was no par- 
ticular boxoffice picture on the 
Street, ‘Ah, Wilderness’ is heavy at 
the Lincoln and will touch $3,000, 
nearly 30% over average. Both pic- 
tures were helped by good selling 
campaigns, the former with a big 
Leap Year preview with only the 
women allowed to buy tickets, and 
the latter with a big newspaper 
splash taken cooperatively by pion- 
eer business firms of the city. 

Product plight of the Varsity was 
limelighted this week when, after 
little better than a fair week with 
-Music Goes Round’ picture was 
held over for another seven days. 
Reason was the recent illness of 
Karen Morley, which held up her 
picture and clogged the hand-to- 
mouth schedule of the house. This 
is probably the only town in the 
country where a house is dependent 
on weekly releases to keep moving, 
and if one film is delayed, there's 
nothing to play. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (LTC) (550; 10-15)— 
‘Sunset of Power’ (U) and dual 
‘Muss ‘em Up’ (RKO) and ‘Bars of 


Hate’ (Victory), split. Take will 
near $1,000, good. Last week 
‘Garden Murder’ (MG) and dual, 


‘Suicide Squad’ (Pur) with ‘Pagans’ 
(MG), split. Tally was $950 and all 


right. 
Lincoln (LTC) (1,600: 10-20-25) 
—‘Wilderness’ (MG). With a wow 


campaign featuring all the pioneer 
business establishments that pre- 
Sumably carved the town out of the 
‘wilderness,’ it was given a coopera- 


tive double truck in the Sunday 
papers. Pace indicates $3,000, hi-de- 
ho. Last week ‘Goes’ (Par) got $2,- 


600, oke. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1.350; 10-15-20- 
25)—‘Tough Guy’ (MG) with ‘Top 
Hat Revue,’ on stage. Last four days, 
‘Rancho’ (Par), and will be helped 
by amateur night on Monday. Aim- 
ing for $2,600, nice week. Last week 
‘Miss Pacific’ (WB) and three days 


of stage show featuring Wally | 
Sivefler’s band: then the introduc- | 
tory amateur night with ‘Sylvia 
Scarlett’ (RKO). Week got $2,500, 
all right. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900: 10-25-40)— 
‘Fleet’ (RKO). Also in there when 


the stunting was on and given a 


sendoff with ‘Leap Year preview, 
the Inrsest held here since Sunday | 
shows were started nearly two 


‘ars ago. Will run over $5,109, and 


double | 
Palace | 


Starting | 


ex- 


in- | 
concerns, as in} 


de- 


the ; 


hig | 








that’s the nearest to a _ boxoffice 
behemoth since ‘Steamboat.’ Last 
week ‘Milky Way’ (Par) a sleepy 
celluloid, never stirring any busi- 
ness. Pulled on sixth day to make 
room for eight days of ‘Fleet.’ 
| About $2,600, not good. 

| Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10- 
|} 20-25)—‘Round’ (Col.). Held over 
this week and will be lucky to get 
$600. Did $1,100 last week, which 
|is about average. Reason for hold- 
|} over is picture shortage. Films go 
in here usually before the print is 
diy. 


Pine’ $9,500, Fleet’ 
$11,500, Setting Up 


Records for Denver, 


Denver, March 10, 
(Best exploitation: Orpheum) 

Records are falling in Denver this 
week, 

‘Trail of Lonesome Pine’, at the 
Denham, smashed the old house 
| mark over the weekend and yester- 
|day (Monday) and holds over for a 
second week. ‘Follow the Fleet’ 
|} hung up a new Saturday high at the 
Orpheum. 

Orpheum exploitation features 
| distribution of 70,000 miniatures of 
la telegram congratulating Manager 
| Harty Golb on using ‘Top. Hat’ last 
year when the theatre went under 
the RKO banner, and ‘Fleet’ this 
year to commemorate the first anni 
of the switch. House also promoted 
a huge birthday cake and at the end 
of the week will cut it for the cus- 
tomers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40- 
50)—‘Bohemian’ (MG). Goes to Par- 
amount for second. run on strength 
of current $4,000 here. Last week 


| 


‘Prof. Soldier’ (Fox) doubled aver- 
| age gross for $5,000. 
| Broadway (Huffman) (1,500; 25- 


40)—‘Times’ (UA) (8d run) follow- 
ing a good week at each the Den- 
ver and Paramount, had _ $1,000 
here. Last week ‘Pasteur’ (I*N), 
following a $4,000 week at the Alad- 
din, turned in $2,000, better than 
average here. Huffman’s setup is 
practically ideal—he can move 
money films from one first run to 
another in another section of town. 


The Aladdin is uptown, his other 
first runs are downtown, making 
them about two miles apart, and 
drawing from different clientele. 
Center (Allan) (1,500; 20-25-35)— 
‘Dancing Feet’ (Rep) and _ stage 
Show. Second week house has been 


open and okay at $3,500. Last week 
‘$1,000 a Minute’ (Rep) reopened 
the house and by packing the 
numerous times with the aid of a 
bangup stage show, took in around 
$4,500 at the boxoffice. 

Denham (Cooper) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—‘Pine’ (Par). Stays for second 
stanza on strength of $9,500. Last 
week ‘Woman Trap’ (Par) took in 
$10,000: credit goes mainly to the 
‘Kit Kat Revue’ on the stage. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Round’ (Col), Four days and 
pulled, ‘Country Doctor’ (Fox) 
three days current week and will be 
held into next week. Total of $5,700 
due chiefly to ‘Dr.’ Last week 
‘Ghost’ (UA) tipped the gross at 
slightly above average, $7,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—'Fleet’ (RKO). Stacking ’em in 
for $11,500 and will hold, Last week 
‘Fang and Claw’ (RKO) and ‘Muss 
‘em’ (RKO), double, about $4,000. 

Paramount (fluffman) (2,900; 25- 
40)—‘Prof. Soldier’ (20th). Follow- 
ing big week at Aladdin, fair $3,000 
here. Last week ‘Times’ (UA), fol- 
lowing a week at the Denver, turned 
in $4,000. good enough to warrant 
taking the film to Broadway for 
third and final week. 


BOSTON 


(Continued from page 10) 








week on ‘Shark Island’ (20th) and 
| ‘Round’ (Col), double. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
|50)—‘Pasteur’ (WB), 2nd run, and 
| ‘Bugle Ann’ (MG), Ist run, dual. 
| Will hit a fair average of about 
| $7,500. Last week, a sad $5,000 for 
|‘Saturday Night’ (20th) and ‘Pre- 
|view Murder Mystery’ (Par), both 
| first run, doubled. 
| Majestic (UA) (1,626; 25-35-40- 
155-65-85) — ‘Modern Times’ (UA) 

Poor grosser after second week, 
|\final week (4th), looks like $6,000 


was $7,000. 
(1,600; 25-30-40- 


or less; third week 
Fenway (M&P) 


10)—Bugle Ann’ (MG) and ‘Pas- 
ieur’ (WB), dual. Will flirt with 
$5,000, okay. Last week, under- 
slung $2,900 for ‘Saturday Night’ 
1} (20th) and ‘Preview Murder Mys- 
tery’ (Par), dual. 
| Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Conquer Sea’ (Acad) and 
‘Dancing Feet’ (Rep), dual, both 
first run Bad news at $5,000 
Last weels, Food $7,000 for. ‘Pink 
(UA), and ‘lorest’ (WB), dual. 


Cagney 


(Continued from page 3) 


what was said at the meeting re- 
garding Cagney’s complaint that 
Warner promised him orally that he 
wouldn't have to make more than 
four pix yearly, Sherman said War- 
ner made the stipulation. Frederic 
March, Oliver H. P. Garrett and 
Ralph Block also testified in Cag- 
ney’s favor regarding the proposal. 


Jack L. Warner took the witness 





had promised Cagney 
regard to number of pix to be made. 
Warner ‘was a bad 
boy.’ 


said Cagney 


‘Such Money Ideas’ 
Warner testified that 
Zanuck, at the Academy 
told Cagney that ‘he didn’t under- 
istand where you get such ideas of 
money. At that time Cagney re- 
ceived $1,450 weekly, but he as- 
iserted he wanted $4,000 weekly, with 
|a five-year contract. Zanuck, at 
ithat time chief assistant to Jack 
Warner, and Warner got together 


Darrvl 
hearing, 


also 


|} with Cagney and agreed on the con- | 


tract. 





George Frank, whom Cagney as- 
jserted he paid $50,000 in agency fees 
| prior to the time he discharged him 
last year, and who stands to take 


jaround $35,000 in future commish in 





levent the Cagney-Warner deal is 
|continued, testified against Cagney 
{He said that Jack Warner never 


{promised the actor anything in re- 
gard to the number of pix to be 
made. 

Cagney spent an entire day on the 


| 
Prive set up in compla’ t. 

| ‘Four pictures are enough for any 
factor whose career has advanced as 
| far as mine,’ he told Superior Judge 
Charles L. Bogue. ‘When I signed 
the contract I understood my pro- 
duction schedule was to be limited 
to that number,’ he said. ‘I feel an 
actor wears out his welcome with 
the public if he appears in too many 
pictures, 
ences get their 
another direction. 

‘Got the Leftovers’ 

‘Jack Warner said I was th easi- 
est actor on the lot to cast. I told 
him it was because I got all the pic- 
tures no one else wanted.’ 


When the contract was finally 
drawn, Cagney quoted Jack Warner 
as having said, ‘If my brother Harry. 
in New York, hears about this, he’ll 
blow his topper.’ This was the rea- 
son Warner refused to put anything 
in the written contract about the 
number of pix to be made, Cagney 
testified. 

William Cagney, present manager 
for his brother, testified that in Sep- 
tember, 1935, the two Cagneys and 
Warner had a confab in which the 
actor hurled the charge at Warner 
that he had signed a contract in 
1932 calling for four pix yearly. 
Warner is alleged to have put his 
hand up to his ear and said, ‘I can’t 
hear a word you're saying,’ William 
Cagney said. 

At one point in the trial, Judge 
Bogue demanded why a transcript 
of what happened at the Acad 
arbitration session in 1932 had not 
|be presented in evidence. Attorneys 


fill, and turn in 


Warners, and W. I. Gilbert for 
Cagney, asserted they had made 
separate efforts to locate the notes, 
but had learned they apparently had 
been destroyed. Lester Cowan, for- 
mer exec secretary of the Acad, 
testified to this effect, and later an 
affidavit drawn by Don Gledhill, 
|present secretary of the body, was 
‘introduced in which he said that 








‘the matter could not be located in| 


the Acad files. 
Matter of Coin 


| Henry Herzbrun who was vice 
chairman of the Acad_ session, 
Joseph A. Ball, and Joseph I. 
|Schnitzer, also members of the 
|grievance board, testified relative to 
|the meeting. 
|\Cagney said 
| Warners was 
dough.’ 

Lou J. Halper, zone manager of 
Warner theatres on the Coast: 
was questioned as to changing billing 
of Cagney and Pat O’Brien on 
sheets advertising ‘Ceiling Zero’ at 
the Warner house in Beverly Hills 
recently, He testified Jack Warner 
saw one of the sheets and demanded 
that billing be reversed immediately. 
Jake Rosenstein. in charge of ad- 
vertising and exploitation in Warner 
theatres here, said that he prepared 
an advertising herald on a ‘Zero’ 
contest in which Cagney’s name fol- 
lowed O'Brien's. C. H. Hofeld, head 
of a poster concern here, also testi- 
ified that he printed the six sheets 
with O'Brien's name plac f 


his 
‘merely a 


grievance with 
matter of 


six 


ed ahead of 


'Cagney’s. 


stand and denied statements that he 
anything in|} 


witness stand and repeated allega- | 


In other words, the audi- | 


J. R. Files and Herbert Freston for | 


Herzbrun said that | 


Films Piling Up in 
Be Forced Into 








Disney Ousts Van B.? 


Conflict in type of shorts product 
may result in RKO's 
Rainbow Parade cartoons, produced 


dropping of 


by Van Beuren Corp. next ‘ason. 
| Addition of Walt Disney's Mickey 
Mouse and Silly Symphs gives the 


company a 
cartoons. 


surplus of animated 
RKO claims it is not 
any change thus 
Van Beuren includes Felix 
ithe Cat, Toonerville Trolley, etc. 
Other Van Beuren product which 
includes five other of short 
features, probably remain 


defi- 


nitely set on far. 


series 


series 


will 


unless RKO decides two-reelers are | 


not face of influx of 


dual 


profitable in 
programs. 


BIG $15,000, NINE DAYS, 
FOR ‘ANNIE’ IN PROV. 


Providence, March 10. 
(Best Exploitation: Loew’s) 
| Swell 





business in town for this 
ltime of the year. Coin going 
jthrough the turnstiles plenty fast 


|despite Lenten season, which usually 
packs a wallop in these parts. 
Unusual feature of this week's 
|doings is that only one house in 
| town is sporting a twin bill. Usually 
| they all stick pretty closely to duals. 
| Town's big noise is ‘Klondike An- 
|nie’ at the Strand. First Mae West 
\film to be shown on a double bill. 
| While long show is preventing house 
from turning them over quickly, biz 
is almost nip and tuck with other 
Mae West films shown at this spot. 
;}One a nine-day run house has got 
| the hooks out for $15,000. 
Toss up between ‘Country Doctor’ 
jat Majestic and ‘Little Lord Faun- 
tleroy’ at Loew's for second honors. 
Albee holding over ‘Follow’. the 
Fleet’ for third week, but the going 
|is kind of tough. 
Fay'’s doing all 
Harrington’ on screen 
| ville, 
Loew's staff copped the honors for 


right with ‘Dr. 
and vaude- 


exploitation, going off the beaten 
track to bally ‘Fauntleroy.’ Most 





unique was the precedent breaking 
| public school gag in which Provi- 
|dence authorities agreed to use of 
bulletins in the schools, and in- 
formal talks to pupils. Many choice 
spots utilized downtown for window 


displays. Routine stuff was quite 
thorough. 

Although ‘Fleet’ pretty well estab- 
lished at Albee, Harry Schlinker 


went out of his way this week to 
plug picture further. His efforts 
worthy of mention since few of his 


stunts were rather tricky. Dancing 
school teachers explaining new 
steps: tricky newspaper copy an- 


nouncing holdover, and new tie-ups 
with merchants worked up rather 
effectively. 
Estimates for This Week 
Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 


‘Annie’ (Par) and ‘Master’s Voice’ 
(Par). Plenty of show here and 
the natives know it. Opening 


pepped up two days in advance with 
result that house put a dent in 
activities at other stands; looks 
good for $15,000 for nine days, great. 
Last week ‘Timothy (Par) and 
‘Eagles Brood’ (Par), yanked after 
5 days at $4,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Country Doctor’ (20th). Opening 
tepid, but buildup over the weekend 
sure to place this one in $10,000 
class; nice. Quins getting plenty of 
| publicity in these parts, and house 
| went out of its way to play up pic- 
ture. Last week ‘Saturday Night’ 
(20th) and ‘Conquer the Sea’ 
(Academy) went down the slide for 
poor $4.500. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Fauntleroy’ (UA). Pace indicates 
no trouble in getting at least $12,000, 








jgood. Last week ‘Modern Times’ 
(UA) oke at $14,000. 

RKO Albee (2.500: 15-25-40)— | 
‘Fleet’ (RKO) (3d week), not so 


forte, $4,500 or less. Last week pic- 
ture slowed up considerably, 
house was satisfied with $6,000, 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘Harring- 
ton’ (WEB) and vaudeville. Fact 
house igs only variety town 
helping a lot: looks for even 
with the touch opposis! 
‘Ring Around Moon’ 
it on chin for $5,200. 


spot in 
$6,500 
Last 


(Chest) took 


“ eek 


Harry Singer with WB 

Los Angeles, March {0. 
Yesterday (Monday) Harry Sing 
digtrict 
Hollywood 


er took charge as 


manager 


of Warners downtown, 


ind Beverly Hills house 

Singer, former Coast general 
manager for the Orpheum circuit 
and recently With Fanchon & 
Mares, replaces George Wei 


set | 


but | 


> ascii a = 


Chi, B&K May 
Duals in Nabes 


To Use Up Product; Way Behind 


+ <aatesaieasitinniichea 

| 

| Chicago, March 10. 

| Balaban & Katz is meeting the 
|brunt of squawks from both the 
|; public and the exchanges on the 
tardy releases of pictures in this 
town, and each week finds the situ- 
ation getting considerably worse 
and with no angle to speed up re- 


eases in 
of Cl 


sight. Last year the city 
icago was running from five to 
behind the the 
new films. Situation 
even mocked by 
| Tribune in a front page cartoon. 
And now the loop is running almost 
| 90 days behind the rest of the coun- 
/try on pictures. 

While this late releasing is not 
|so noticeable on the general run of 


seven weeks rest of 


country on 
was 


the Chicago 





program product, the retarded 
scheduling of major flickers is 
brought sharply to the attention of 


| the public. 
the case with such pictures as 
at the Opera,’ ‘Love Me 
‘Ah Wilderness,’ ‘Irish In Us.’ 
the rest of the country is 
| finishing such flickers as 
| Marie,’ ‘Wife vs. Secretary,’ ‘Klon- 
dike Annie,’ this town hasn't the 
| pictures even pencilled in due to the 


Particularly has it been 
‘Nite 
Forever,’ 
While 
already 

‘Rose 


|} unavailability of screens. ‘Life of 
| Pasteur,’ not yet opened in this 
town, is being forced into the 
islougho Apollo because of the 


| crowded condition of the loop situa- 
tion. 
| While other major cities have 8- 
115 key for the release of 
| product, Chicago is restricted to 
| four first-run spots, Chicago, Roose- 
|velt, United Artists and Palace, 
The Apollo and Garrick use slougho 
product and repeats, as do the Ori- 
ental and State-Lake. McVickers, 
which was formerly an important 
outlet for product, has been shut- 
tered for almost a year. Jones, 
Linick & Schaefer attempted to 
operate the house but Balaban & 
Katz and RKO had the major 
product tied up completely with the 
result that the McVickers had to 
rely solely on independent flickers. 
Quantity of reels being rushed 
out on the Coast in order to fill up 
the screens throughout the nation 
with double features is another 
reason for the jam-up of Chicago 
which has been strictly a single- 
feature town for the past three 
years. It is due to this terrific pres- 
sure of product that Balaban & 
Katz has been seriously consider- 
ing the likelihood of returning to 
double bills, at least in the neigh- 
borhoods if not in the loop. 


‘Doc’. Draws at Mats 
Only, Getting $7,500, 
Disappointing in N. H. 


New Haven, March 10. 

(Best Exploitation: Poli) 
Business okay, with tough winter 
}apparently a thing of the past. No 
letdown as vet due to Lent. 

‘Fleet’ (Radio) and ‘Lonesome 
Pine’ (Par) are battling neck and 
neck. ‘Country Doctor’ (20th) a 
disappointee, drawing on mats only. 

Plenty exploitation around this 
week, with Poli putting on most ex- 
tensive campaign. House went to 
town via radio, using two stations 
for contests, etc. Ran serial story 
in local sheet two weeks ahead and 
currently. Lots of plugs via co-op 
ads and window displays on Dionne 
dolls, quintuplet dresses, ete. Dis- 
tributed thousands of colored pho- 
tos of quints, also fan mag give- 
aways with corner announcement. 
Trailers, bus cards, foreign news- 
paper ads, lobby 4060s, etc. 

Estimates for This Week 


houses 














Paramount (M&P) (2,348: 35-50) 
‘Pine’ (Par) and ‘Timothy’ (Par). 


Taking very kindly to this bill. Big 
$9,500 means holdover. Last week 
| ‘Annie’ (Par) and ‘Tango’ (Invinc- 
ible) (2d week) added oke $4,200. 

Poli (Loew) (3.040: 35-50)—Doc- 
tor’ (20th) and ‘O'Day’ (20th). Noth- 
write home about, $7,500. 
Last week ‘Times’ (UA) clicked off 
a sweet $11,500 on single-week run, 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—'Fleet’ (Radio). Piling ’em in 
ijand out on short show turnover. 

Paced for heavy $9,500 and may be 
for another week. Last week 
‘Love on Bet’ (Radio) and ‘Muss 
Em’ (Radio) word-of-mouthed | its 
wav to satisfactory $5.800. 

Collese (Loew) (1,565; 25-35)— 
‘Fane and Claw’ (Radio) and ‘Ex- 
(MG). Slipping off after 
j opening to moderate $53,600. 
last week ‘Pro. Soldier’ (20th) and 
(Iiadio), aces at $4,800 on 


ing to 


| tood 
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Making Trade 

c. E. Richardson, of the Roxy 
theatre, Yorktown, Saskatchewan, 
writes that he needs a new trade 
puller. His town (5,000) is in the 
center of the grain farming district, 
one of several towns within a lim- 
ited area. Naturally the merchants 
want to draw trade to Yorktown 
About all Yorktown has that the 
others lack is a more modern the- 
atre and a Hudsons Bay Company'’s'} 
store, the modern outworking of the 
old fur trading company, which now 
dots western Canada with depart- 
ment stores, 

Until now the trade puller has 
been a special month (October) 
when all who trade at the stores 
are given coupons. There are three 
drawings on successive Wednesdays 
and a blowoff big award the final 
Wednesday of the month. It made 
good. business last October, but Mr. 
Richardson wants a more perma- 
nent appeal and asks for sugges- 
tions. If any reader has a bright 
idea, he is invited to kick in. 

Meanwhile the farmers’ matinee, 
which has been current for 20 years 
or more, is a basic idea. It was 
picked up by F. H. Richardson, 
then on the Moving Picture World. 
In essence the merchants buy a mid- 


Quints and Bridge 


St. Louis. 
The society columns of local 
papers furnished Harry Greenman, 
mgr. of Fox Theatre with an idea 
for a corking exploitation idea to 
plug ‘The Country Doctor.’ 


To the hostess of every bridge 
party, as the announcement ap- 
peared in the society columns, 
Greenman sent special photos of the 
Quins, enough to provide prizes for 
the players. More than 1,000 
photos were sent out and not one 
was returned to the theatre. 

For three weeks 
opening of the feature § 100,000 
photos of the babes, with theatre 
copy and play date printed on the 
back, were distributed in the Fox, 
Missouri and Ambassador theatres 
and the 5 and 10 store near the Fox 
twice exhausted its entire stock of 
frames which women purchased for 
the pictures. 


For the first time in weeks Green- 
man resorted to 24's and 60 of these, 
in strategic spots in the town, were 
utilized in plugging the picture. 
Sixty thousand Dionne heralds were 
distributed to homes and a like 
number distributed through grocery 


prior to the 


stores who were cashing in on 
week matinee from the theatre, each Libby & Co. baby- food advertise- 
receiving a bunch of tickets pro) ments which also carried ‘The 


rated to the relation of his contri- 
bution to the total payment. These 
tickets are sent, gratis, to rural pa- 
trons. They come to see the show 
and stay to buy. It has been worked 
—and successfully—for years in . . 
some towns. Right now bank night 14x18 cards with pictures of the 
seems to be more important, but} Quins were spotted in drug stores 
where this is not used there is still}4nd places handling the magazine 
appeal in the old timer. with the Quins’ pix on cover. News- 


x papers opened up and gave theatre 
can hold the aekete and wine thera| Dlenty ‘of free space "on. feature 
out to out. of town patrons only stories, photos, etc. and in which 
after purchases have been made.| 0x Theatre was mentioned liber- 
This calls for a minimum buy. Other | 2!/¥. ending a truly swell exploita- 
variants are to send the tickets| tion campaign. 
but to require validation by means 
of a store stamp. This is better 
since the actual ticket sells itself 
better than an announcement, even 
though there is a string tied to it. 

In the early days of the depression 
a new scheme was developed, Mer- 
chants were promoted to put up ar- 
ticles, many with an _ important 
money value. Coupons were given 
with all sales. At the end of a spec- 
ified period those holding the great- 
est number of coupons receive the 
awards according to the number 
held. At least 20-25 worthwhile 
prizes are necessary for the suc- 
cess of this stunt, and at least five 
should be valued above $50. Can 
be extended over a_ three-month 
period, and then repeated, but bet- 
ter on a shorter term, two months 
or 10 weeks. Coupons may be given 
only to the rural trade, or can be 
used for a town jazz up, as well. 
In the latter case, however, the 
rural folk are apt to feel they do 
not stand as good a chance. Might 
be well to issue certificates of entry, 
given only to the out-of-towners. : ‘ 
With the prizes cut down this can|let out a husky “Boom” and O’Con- 
be made a weekly event. It is bet-| nell organized a search for the 
ter, however, to select a longer] drum. 
period. Two hours later as ‘Ceiling Zero 

For embroidery offer a weekly} went into its first show, people all 
prize to the largest family to come} along the drag scampered for shel- 
to town and to the customer from)ter as a plane zoomed down upon 
the most remote point. Free ad-| them—only they couldn't see the 
missions may be included in the! plane. It was the drum out of the 
offer, but Mr. Richardson says if} organ carefully hidden in an unused 
he can get them into town he'll see} box office, being thoroughly thumped 
that they come to his show. by strips of leather attached to an 

What did you do in a similar cir-| electric fan. The oscillator bar 


Country Doctor’ copy. 

The Famous and Barr department 
store, one of the largest in the city, 
gave Greenman a full window for 
exploiting the picture. Five hundred 


Drumming Up Trade 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Drumming up business may be 
the purpose of exploitation but 
when a fellow tries to make too 
much of a boom out of it, the Jones 
Boys are liable to step in. 

So Ray O’Connell, manager of the 
Capitol theatre (WB) here discov- 
ered when he puts on a bang-up 
campaign for ‘Ceiling Zero.’ 
Through a deal with local airport he 
trimmed up a lobby with planes, 
props, beacons and flying suits— 
but no engines. And engines was 
what he wanted. Flying boys nixed 
it on the grounds that either the 
engines would hurt the cash cus- 
tomers or the cash customers would 
hurt the engines. 

O'Connell, however, saw no thrill 
in a dead display and wanted noise. 
He struck upon the proper idea as 
his organist in rehearsal struck the 
proper set of keys. Somewhere in 
the innards of the organ a drum 


cumstance? was attached to the switch so that 
sehen it increased and decreased the speed 
Took a Bow of the fan and also the volume of 


the drumming, giving the effect of 
a plane diving and soaring. 

Office workers soon started to 
squawk and by nightfall other the- 
atre managers were sore. By 8:36 
distracted hotel clerks began plead- 
ing and presently the Jones Boys 
stepped in with a warning to cut it 
out or try one of the better cells 
over in the jail. 


Baltimore. 


Frank Byrne, who bounces out a 
daily humor column in the Eve Sun 
under nom-de-typewriter of ‘Chris- 
topher Billopp,’ last week inserted 
item in his pillar: ‘Special honor- 
able mention for the most original 
figure of speech of the week is 
awarded, by an 8 to 1 decision, to 
the sign on a neighborhood movie; The gag, coupled with a stunt 
which reads “Annapolis Farewell—| flight with the pilot dropping pass- 
The Bengal Lancers of the United/es; bread inserts, milk bottle col- 
States Navy.’’ lars, heralds, imprinted candy bags, 

Leon Zeller’s northside Rex was|and special ice cream banners. 
house which had marqueed the/ raised the Celing well above Zero 
phrase, and theatre following day/and the drum has been restored to 
bought small ad on back page of|the organ, awaiting the next pix 
Morn Sun, which ran: ‘Dear Chris- | with a good Chinese torture angle 
topher Billopp. Thanks for the free | jn it. 
ad on Annapolis Farewell. We're en 
showing it today and tomorrow. 

Could you also say something nice Leap Year Idea 

about Naughty Marietta (Sun. and Lincoln. 
Mon.)? (Signed) The Rex Theatre.’ rE. A. Patchen’s stunt to get ‘Fol- 
low the Fleet’ off to a flying start— 








a Lea Year pre-vue turned out 

Another Bamberger about ane eh otos stunt in some 

Leon J. Bamberger, of RKO sales |time. Patchen arranged it for the 

promotion, is out with another! stuart on midnight of Feb. 29 and 

novelty. This time it is a well- | would only allow the tickets to be 

simulted brief case of heavy paper! sold to women. Although the ides 

with the recipient's name printed on |/is best for the night it was pulled, 

the face. The felder is announced |!name!ly the extra day in February 

as ‘The President's Message.’ lit can be worked any other time in 
Inside is an appeal! to sign on the | 1936 just as well 

dottel line, with individual heralds | 


for each of the Radio pictures being | 
touted. It was sent to all exhibs 
contacted but not yet signed to 
Radio contracts. One of the best | that it was P. D. Cochrane and not 
novelties Bam has pushed out thus | himself whe devised the black eye 
far—and he has done plenty along | stunt fer the press book and ads on 
this line this season. j ‘Love Defore Breakfast. 


It Was Cochrane 
Joe Weil. of Universal writes 


| 


such | 





Reville Preview 
Spartanburg, S. C. 


Carolina launched ‘Wife vs. Secre- | 


tary’ with a dawn matinee for 
stenographers, secretaries 
men too bizzy later in day to see 
film. 


| 


|of nogers-Astaire flickers, 
and biz! 


Tie-in on merchandise angle was | 


effective. Maxwell House coffee 
and Virginia Dare (local) pastries, | 
cakes, etc., served free and hot to 
crowds by attractive misses and 
plugged in advance publicity along 
with the show. Further tie-in of} 
pix was with Royal typewriters 
and other office furniture on one 


side of the layout to represent the 
tools of the woiking goil, and a 
Frigidaire, etc., on the other side to 
represent the sweet housewives 
Theatre tied in with a local cab 
company and furnished gratis trans- 
portation to theatre for the many 
woiking goils who came, on account 
of them having to craw! from under 
the coverlets so early. 


Another local bit of plugging that 
attracted attention past week was a 
robust guy roaming the streets clad 
in a black hat, black coat, and dark 
western garb, plus a black mask, as 
a publicity teaser for ‘The Black 
Shadow, Strands current week-end 
Buck Jones western. 


jand to 


Navy Joined 


Omaha. 

In contrast to the former trena 
‘Follow 
the Fleet’ makes way for new slants 
in exploitation. 
new trend Louise Cotter at the 
Brandeis practically enlisted the 
Omaha section of the navy in pub- 
licizing the film. 

Most appealing of the navy’s sev- 
eral cooperative stunts was the 
stationing of a gob in the lobby of 
the theatre to supply information 
about technical angles of the film 
explain about scenes 
locales in the picture. The Omaha 
commandant made the lobby a reg- 
ular ‘watch’ with a man on duty as 
long as the theatre was open. Be- 


| sides the navy loaned its one-sheet 


| stands to the 
| the rush 


theatre, and during 


ance with the _ signs. 
notice for both the navy and the 
flick with no mention of enlistment 
or service on the part of the navy. 

Navy connection the high-light in 
the theatres campaign which in- 
cluded the usual music store, de- 
partment store, radio and other ad- 
vertising stunts. Campaign sold the 
film well enough for a second week's 
run, 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 





Canton, O. 


Charles Schweitzer recently 
named manager of the Allen, Akron, 
has resigned. 

George Shafer, many years iden- 
tified with the management of 
Wheeling, W. Va., theatres and who 
also ran th® Pitt at Pittsburgh 
for two seasons is opening the 
Hollywood, Cal., playhouse _ this 
week with a policy of films and 
presentations. 

Having sustained a partition ac- 
tion in common pleas court Judge 
Clarence U. Ahl has ordered the 
Bucyrus opera house, Bucyrus, O., 
recently partially destroyed by fire 
sold within 30 days after proper 
notice. Value of the property has 
been set at $21,000. 

A new streamlined theatre will be 
erected in Wheeling on the site of 
the old New theatre which was re- 
cently destroyed by fire. Warners 
will construct and John Eberson, 
architect of New York will super- 
vise the building. 

New Rex theatre, Wellsburg, W. 
Va., will be ready for opening with- 
in two weeks according to C. E. 
Anderson one of the operators of 
the Alpine Theatre circuit. 

Princess, Follansbee, W. Va., has 
been leased to Camillo Cionna who 
is preparing to reopen the house 
soon,.- Name changed to the Royal. 





Seymour, Ia. 


Cc. A. Craig new owner of the 
Lyric. Carl R. Coons retiring. 





Lincoln. 

Bert Thacker, Manager of the Soo, 
South Sioux City, Neb., has some 
money in hand for a theater deal in 
California, it’s understood. 

Reported here that Fred Haas, 
20 years in the show business in 
and around here, died at his home 
in Hazen, N. D. Was the owner of 
the Mars there. 

Ralph Blank, owner of the Cen- 
tral States string in Nebraska, has 
his houses in Fremont open after a 
short shutdown during the extreme 
cold. 

Blanche Yurka, the gal who did 
right in “Tale of Two Cities,’ seems 
to have a string of bona fide rela- 
tives in Nebraska. 


Rapid City, S. D. 
Francis Specht succeeds Dave 
Davis as manager of the Rex. Davis 
resigned to become general man- 
ager of the Atlas Theatres Corp. 
with headquarters in Denver. Edw. 
Schoellkopf succeeds Fred Galster, 


resigned, as manager of the Ma- 
jestic, Sturgis, S. D. Clint Robbins 
is now at the helm of the Pace 


Theatre in Gordon, Nebr. All are 
units of the Black Hills Amusement 
Co. 

Omaha. 


Midwest Distributing Corp. (Re- 
public and Mascot films in Nebraska 








Meridian, Miss. 


Several changes made in the line- 
up of Mississippi Theatres, Inc., a 
string operated by Al Yeomans. 
First is the acquisition of the Ritz 
at Natchez. House is new having 
been in operation only aie few 
months. Ritz at Ferriday, La., was 
also obtained. 

Clifferd D. Robertson, assistant 
manager of the Alberta here has 
been made manager of the Jean in 
Laurel and Leonard Campbell is 
now manager of the Alberta. 





Pittsburgh. 


John Morin, relief manager for 
Harris Amusement company, dis- 
patched by circuit to Youngstown, 
O., to take over managerial duties 
vacated by serious illness of Billy 
Murray, veteran manager and one- 
time pilot of Phillies in National 
League. 

Under terms of deal negotiated 
several years ago between War- 
ners and Harrises, smali-seat Pal- 
ace on Diamond street reverts back 
to Harris chain on April 1. House 
at present is managed by Cris 
Smith, Jr., son of RKO sales execu- 
tive. With closing recently of Davis 
after two-month fling at double fea- 
tures, Ed (Hip) Segal has returned 
to his old managerial post at Ritz. 
During his tenure at Ritz house 
was managed by Smith, who 
doubled between this site and Pal- 
ace. 

Jack Klinger, manager of Gran- 
ada in Toledo, O., brought to Pitts- 
burgh by Bill Skirboll to open Barry, 
formerly the Pitt. House got under 
way Friday (28) as double feature, 
subsequent run spot at 15 and 20 
cent scale. 





Philadelphia. 


Philly's latest film house, the Re- 
gal, in northeast section opened. 
Nichols F. Power, vet exhib and 
former manager of the Strand here, 
house manager. 

Philly’s motion picture industry 
turned out practically en masse last 
week to pay honor to Marcus A. 
Benn, veteran local showman on 
his 70th birthday. Benn, a pioneer 
in the film business here built the 
Benson and Manor theatres and 
later acquired the Benn and Orient 
theatres. In his last few years he 
has confined his activities to the 
Belmont theatre on 52d street (West 
Philadelphia) having disposed of his 
other holdings. 





Rochester. 
With dropping of vaude, RKO 
Palace goes to two-price policy with 
balcony 15 cents in afternoon and 
25 cents at night. Main floor con- 


tinues 25 and 40 cents. 
Capitol, also in the Comerford 
group, cuts scale to dime until 3, 


15 cents to 7 and 20 for evening. 


Temple and Regent shift policies 
|with former getting first-run pics 
two changes a week and Regent 


using an ace second run with a first 


jrun for full week. 


| dime, 


|fowa, Missouri) changes: L. O. 
| (Bob) Ringler, manage of Omaha 
office moved up with both he | 
Omaha and Des Moines offices undet 
his care. W. W. Troxell, salesman 
out of Omaha oifice, in charge at 
Omaha and will also handle part of 
eastern Nebraska and western I: ! 
Herb McDowell leaves” shipping 
|room into saies if ASssOCiaiien With 
Troxell. Jack Riggs joins company 
to travel territors o v. tern 
Nebraska. Lloyd Hervey into ship- 


‘ 


ping. F. E. Judd continues in charge 
of Des Moines office, unde: l 
Wheeling. W. Va 

Virginian theatre respened Mar 


6 with ‘Three Men on a Ho 


5-hour shows for a 
first three days 
three features 


Family gives 
another try 


of week, including 


news, comedies and other shorts. 
Syracuse, N. Y¥ 
William J Tubbert. stepping 
down a Svracuse RKO pepreseiiia- 
tive after 16 vears at Keith’s to be- 
come northern N. Y. divisional! 
director for Schine circuit, tendered 


a testimonial dinner by 250 show- 


men. municipal bigwies and friends 


it the Onondaga hotel. Join- 

|ing Schine interests he will have 

eadaquariters at the Avon, Water- 
(Continued on page 29) 


In keeping with the’ 


and} 


hours on the streets sta-| 
tioned uniformed seamen in attend-| 
Plenty of; 


Pasteurized 
Baltimore. 
| Toby Joyce of the Stanley tapped 
;the target with his campaign for 
‘Pasteur’ (FN), current at house. 
| He made a peculiar tie-up with 
public school board that was a ‘first’ 
in Balto; had pupils given cards in 
|classrooms by profs that entitled 
‘em to get in Friday afternoon after 
classes for 25c. (regular price, 35c.) 


Mayor of town declared it offi- 
cially ‘Pasteur Week’; Johnson & 
Johnson, makers of medic supplies, 
put a large showcase in lobby of 
|} theatre with svwvgical instruments, 
measuring glasses and other para- 


phernalia. Also J. & J. took full- 
; page newspaper ad tieup with drug 
chain, paying for spread and giving 
|more than half space to pic, with 
the announcement that ‘Pasteur 
would have gloried in this ad.’ 
Preview of course for docs at 
Hopkins hosp and all the other in- 


stitutions in this town which 
abounds. It being a Cosmop re- 
lease, Hearst paper ferreted out 
cach famed medical man who 
glimmed film and got reaction for 
| stories that ran daily. The Md. 
|General hosp even had hcuse rope 
| off section one afternoon and sent 
down 300 student nurses to catch 


| film as a lesson; since school only 
four blocks from theatre, nurses 
marched in files down to house and 
made a nice stunt though theatre 
wasn't able to placard parade; took 
pictures for paper, though. 

A quarter-hour dramatization 
carried on WBAL on life of Pasteur; 
also two radio contests, with time 
| promoted and prizes oakleys. The 

Catholic Review gave plenty spread, 





}and it is rare when church weekly 
| does so, but a surefire stunt with 
| Catholic paper since Pasteur was 


devout member of faith. 


Dairies went for 10,000 milk bot- 
tle hangers, a natural tieup for pic. 
Fan mag, Screenland, posted 300 
cards on newsstands and willing to 
do same in any town. 





Bucharest ‘Dream’ 


Warners has received from H. M. 
Lereany, in Bucharest, his report 
on the campaign for ‘Midsummer 
Night’s Dream,’ which started off 
a month in advance of the premiere 
with advertising in the newspapers 
and trade sheets, followed up by 


four series of heralds. The film 
paper, Cinema, not only ran 14 
pages, largely pictorial, but sup- 


nlied the company with an eight- 
page supplement, made up from the 
cuts used in the main sheet. All 
but the double middle were cut 
pages, handsomely printed in tint. 
Moreover it put out two different 
posters advertising the issue con- 
taining the splash, copies of which 
went to even the small towns. 

In the largest Bucharest music 
hall the coming was announced from 
the siage nightly and this was con- 
tinued several nights after the 
joint opening at the Capitol and 
Roxy theatres. Air mention was 
also made. When the film was sub- 
mitted for censorship it was offered 
as a cultural film and passed as 
such with the request that a 
brief traveler be added concerning 
Shakespeare and the story to stress 
this angle. 

The exchange and the theatres 
united in the distribution of 30,000 
doorknobs, most of which were 
mailed householders with the re- 
quest to affix them. Theatrical 
papers were interested in the Rine- 
hart angle and printed numerous 
interviews with theatrical authori- 
ties and other trade papers than 
Cinema were contacted well in ad- 
vance, with advertising carrying the 
readers. All of which served to put 
over the premiere in a way to benefit 
the subsequent runs. 


Use the Back Page 


Paramount's press department has 
prepared a comprehensive and va- 
ried press book on “Trail of the 
Lonesome Pine,’ but even were the 
contents less competent the book 
would still be a heavy selling me- 
dium through use of the back cover, 
which shows the same scene in 
black and white and color. 

Any manager whe fails to in- 
clude this in his lobby display is 
}one point short of a perfect cam- 
|paign. Another sock seller should 
be the coloring contest. In a small 
town the lone pine used car is also 
ia honey and away from the run-of- 











| mill Lots of other ideas, too, but 
these are outstanding. 
Tied to Quints 
M. H. Chakeres, of the Regent, 
Springfie'd, Ohio, wri ithe Ohio 


him 

tty waster $2x¢ 
is Vins Eom inte 
irs time it had 
been tried in his town, and a knock- 
Out. Compan al YY mtributed 106 


patd advertising 


fuel and Gas Co., permitted 


LO Imprint 14,9aVvv BB 


man home 


inche ol space. 
Tie-up was on Electrolux, which 
uses gas insiead of juice. One cf 


“The 
open 


shown in 


Seems to be 


the refrigerators is 
Country Doctor’ 
‘in practically all cities. 
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Film Reviews 





Powdersmoke Range 


(Continued from page 15) 
Hardy can grab it. From then on 
the trouble starts, with Carey as 
the square reformer who can also 
handle a rod, He proves that when 
he beats the imported killer, Tom 
Tyler, to the draw, and then plugs 
Hardy and a couple of his hench- 
men. This cleans up the town, Bob 
Steele wins the girl, ‘Boots’ Mallory, 
and the range is quiet at the fade- 
out. 

Carey, Gibson, Williams, Tyler 
and Hardy handle well the most ir- 
portant male roles in the script, but 
Miss Mallory, film’s sole femme, has 
very little to do. The love interest 
is down to a minimum. Adrian 
Morris is the phoney sheriff, 
not phoney enough, and there 
brief glimpses of William 
and William Desmond, two oldtime 
western faves. 

Harold Wenstrom’'s 
is an added feature for the film. 

Scho. 


HELL-SHIP MORGAN 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures George Bancroft and Ann Sothern, 
Directed by D. Ross Lederman. Story and 
screen play, Harold Shumate; film editor, 
Otto Meyei camera, Henry Freulich At 
the Globe, N. ¥ week March 7, 36. Run- 
n time 64 min 
MOPAR cbccesdbecdevio’ George Bancroft 
BEAL foi cecbececcavecrwere ..Ann Sothern 
JIM crvesdoeccnccvessssserivves Victor Jory 
Covanci cece ecceceses --George Regas 
CAGE Meopdedeccaseccvase Howard Hickman 
BPGUE Accs peal teeetss deaeeacs .-Ralph Byrd 
HAWKING cccccccccccssecsceces Rollo Lloyd 
PRI, edb ebb ceekicunce . “Snowflake 


This sea story marks the return 
of George Bancroft to the screen, 
and it is not a particularly inspiring 
vehicle. Bancroft looks thinner and 
only occasionally displays the hefty 


vigor generally associated with his 
work. However, this is partly due 


to the story which is the now dated 
squabble over the same woman and 
the sea yarn formula, Cast is easily 
far above scripting and direction. 
Weakness in latter two departments 
will keep ‘Hell-Ship to dualers and 
some nabes. 

Glaring failure to build up ro- 
mantic angle to give convincing ex- 
planation for woman's change of 
heart, and stressing of sea life and 
ship routine makes it sag at cru- 
cial moments. Director or author 
assumed that audience members 
would be carried away with the de- 
tails of small schooner’s operation 
and man’s hunt for fish for a San 
Francisco cannery. Laborious pic- 
turization of fishing technique while 
instructive doesn’t mean a great 
deal to expanding film's plot. 

Bancroft is the brusque. Hell- 
Ship Morgan, el capitan of said 
fishing sloop. He's pictured as the 
man who had one disappointment 
in love, and now he takes his ladies 
as he finds ’em and forgets them 
quickly. The sea captain teams up 
with another seafaring soul, simi- 
larly romantically disappointed. 

Before this duo is hardly organ- 





ized, Mary (Ann Sothern) comes 
into Bancroft’s life. They're wed 
and go on a honeymoon. Victor 
Jory, his team-mate in treating- 
the-ladies-rough scheme, is chief 
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}at sea 
enough 
but } 
are | 
Farnum | 


mate. Presumably, Mary falls for 
the captain’s aide because he stands 
straighter, combs his hair nicer and 
speaks in more dulcet tones. No 
decided attempt is made to explain 
this detail satisfactorily, in any 
event. Captain finds out about this 
just as a hurricane hits the boat. 
Mate is rescued while on daring re- 
pair job but captain is maimed for 
life in doing so. So he jumps over- 
board, leaving the two together on 
boat laden with fish. Only highly 
effective direction would have car- 
ried this material over the rough 
bumps. Megging here is sketchy 
and slowly paced. 

Picture boasts a powerful storm 
sequence, and there is 
excitement at times to 
amuse average family audiences. 

Bancroft is consistent in 


characterization of the sea captain 


| though the part doesn’t afford great 


photography | 





opportunities. Ann Sothern brings 
touch of wistful sincerity to the role 
of the down-and-out Mary. Her 
thespian effort is far above story 
and direction, Jory contributes trim 
performance as Bancroft’s team- 
mate and chief mate. Snowflake is 
credited with only genuine humor- 
ous role, that of ship's cook. Bal- 
ance of cast satisfactory despite 
absence of much to do. 

Title may help sell this 
though a. bit misleading 
last few reels. 


one al- 
until the 
W ear. 


LIMELIGHT 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(With Music) 
London, Feb. 10, 
Herbert Wilcox production and General 
Film Distributors release. Directed . by 
Herbert Wilcox. Stars Anna Neagle, Ar- 


thur Tracy. story by Laura Whetter; 
camera, Henry Harris; music, Harry 
Woods, Maurice Sigler, Al Goodhart, Al 
Hoffman. At the Prince Edward theatre, 
London. Running time, 80 mins. 

DERN. ERVO sic ccccccceocceed Anna Neagle 
I, as 6 sé 056600 40006460 04 Arthur Tracy 
Lady Madeleine Knox......... Ellis Jeffreys 
BPNOO boas secs ccccctccvctesar Tilly Losch 
Sparkes... ........ecccegee--Alexander Field 
Ray Madison....... octabpestsaa Jane Winton 
ae ecocseseo- Muriel George 
Theatre Manager............Anthony Holles 
PFOGUCOR 6 occesccc ccs «++» William Freshman 
DES cuhade Gente eeeedvaeess Helena Pickard 
SRE SEU Ge cccbccesdvise Queenie Leonard 
Assistant Stage Manager.....Ronald Shiner 
DANGOTH sic cidecvrvececs Robinson and Martin 


The high spots of this picture are 
the graceful dancing in it and Ar- 
thur Tracy's fine voice. Anna 
Neagle is natural in the role of an 
ambitious chorus girl who dries up 
so completely when her big moment 
comes. This is a refreshing change 
from the usual fame in a night plot. 

There is too much repetition; too 


much flashing back to the same 
stage set and recurrence of song 
scenes, But withal there is an air 


of sincerity that makes the story 
pleasing, if not epoch-making. 

A chorine hears a down-and-outer 
singing in the street, and when the 
star singer of her show loses his 
voice within a half hour of the first 
night she drags the. boy in and 
pleads with the management to give 
him a chance. He becomes a riot 
and, despite the amorous leanings cf 
a wealthy society girl, remains 
faithful to the girl who discovered 
him. All ends well, if disconcert- 
ingly abrupt. 

Tilly Losch bestows a few scenes 
of exotic dancing, with Robinson 
and Martin (from ‘Please Teacher’ 
at the Hippodrome) responsibie for 
some charming and graceful steps. 
Show is obviously set in the Hippo- 
drome, with the real manager, 
chorus girls, press agent, etc., ap- 


pearing as themselves—also Jack 
Buchanan in a _ brief interlude; 
Geraldo and his orchestra; Ralph 


Reader as dance producer. 
Interesting, but maybe the appeal 
will be more local than universal. 


Annette Im Paradies 


(‘Annette in Paradise’) 
(WITH MUSIC) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

AAPA production for Arthur Unger re- 
lease. Features Ursula Grabley, Hans 
Soehnker, Max Guelsiorff. Directed by 
Max Obal. Music by Will Meisel. Cast 
includes Ida Wuest, Oskar Sabo, Jessie 
Vihrog, Hans Joachim Schaufuss. At the 
Casino, N. Y., week March 6, '36. Running 

time, 87 mins, 





(In German) 
This is a mediocre musical pro- 


his | 


a 


an entire industrial city. Immedi- 


| ately her hand is sought after by 
Bertuch (Guelstorff), a director of | 


the firm, but Annette decides to 
learn about the business through | 
practical experience and joins the | 
company as a typist under a nom|! 
de plume. She falls in love with 
Soehnker (Siebert), and there’s 
comparatively little jockeying of the 
plot before the final clinch. 

Songs in the film are only inci- 
dental, as is the rest of the cast. 
with the picture given very little 
quality by the jerky direction and 
the photography. There’s an early 
hint that the picture will take one 
through a German industrial centre, 








| a@ more favorable light. 


duction, even by the standards for- | 


eign films are judged in America, | 
with a second-rate book and a 
third-rate cast. None of the 


mediums match, with the fact that 
no English titles are used to at 
least partially explain things mak- 
ing it tougher to take by non-Ger- 


Film’s one distinction is a serio- 
comic villain who's a dead ringer 
for Adolph Hitler, only the actor's 
lip adornment is slightly more 
streamlined than Der Fuehrer’s. 
Less of a distinction is Ursula 
Grabley, heroine with a_ size 40 
figure, and, from ail evidences of 
her appetite in the picture, still in 
the process of growing. Hans 
Soehnker, the poor shipping clerk 
who finally wins the heiress, has a 
nice appearance, but his loudly 
striped suit would even cause him 
tu be ruled off the Jamaica, L. L, 
racetrack. 

Fraulein Grabley plays the role 
of Annette, who has just inherited 


but this possibly interesting side- 
light is never fulfilled. 

Extras in the film stand out be-| 
cause of their almost automaton 
actions and complete lack of good | 
looks where girls are concerned. 
Perhaps the ugly ducklings were in- 
jected to show Fraulein Grabley in 
Scho. | 





Public Nuisance No. 1 


(BRITISH MADE) 

London, Feb. 25. 

Film Distrib. release of 
Stars Frances Day, 


Marcel Varnel 


General 
production. 
Riscoe. Directed by 
nario, Val Guest, from original by 
Arnold; music and lyrics, Vivian 
camera, Claude Friese-Greene. At 


Feb, 25, °36. 


Cecil 
Arthur 
Sce- 
Franz | 
Ellis; | 
Plaza, 
| 

| 

' 

| 


Running time, 79 mins. 


Brancee TIAVOT ss oo dosh veces Frances Day 
Arthur Rawlings.............Arthur Riscoe | 
te. |. ar eee. -»-Muriel Aked 
POe A whanaMes<coccetdas Claude Dampier 
Richard Trelawny....... .+.. Peter Haddon 
DEP, -CeOabals 56 c00e dh eed es S tian Sn 
Arthur Rawlings, Sr...... Robert N 

PEOO DWAR sc cdc cc riccsee ced Anthony Holles 





Whatever intrinsic merit this pic- 
ture may have is negated by the 
characterization which Arthur Ris. | 
coe gives to the central comedy role. 
An adept at low comedy, he essays 


a juve lead. As a result he is all 
}out of focus. With no disparage- | 


ment to his abilities, he is not cut 
out for this kind of part. 
Every member of the cast has a 


reputation for comedy of a 


thing of consequence to do. Compe- 
tent people, but it is apparent their 
qualifications were not 
proper test. 

Frances Day has the leading fem- 
inine role and is co-starred with 
Riscoe, suffering just as he is. 

Little or no originality .was 


| 


in- 


musical numbers are excellent. 

Due to the stellar names, and the 
adequate production, picture will 
serve as a good second feature on 
this side. Jolo. 


FLASH GORDON 


MacRae pro- 
Larry 





release of Henry 
Features 


Universal 
duction (13-chapter serial). 


Raymond's cartoon strip of same title (King 


Features); screenplay, Stephani, George 
Plymton, Basil Dickey, Ella O'Neill; 
camera, Jerry Ash, Richard Fryer. Projec- 


tion room, N. Y. Average running time, 
each serial chapter, 20 mins. 

Flash Gordon,.......Larry ‘Buster’ Crabbe 
Dale Arden..cocccccscscesseses Jean Rogers 
Ming..... -.»-Charles Middleton 


eee eae eereee 


AUP s< oceaWedocdescnesscsec dF scum. Lawson 
VUITAN....cccccccceccveessesses John Lipson 
Prince Barin....e.esee..-Richard Alexander 


Dr. Zarkov..ccccosesecessss- Prank Shannon 
King Kala....ccccoseeeess:Duke York, 
Officer ‘Torch. .cccesseesesss.-- Har! Askam 
High Priest.....ccceseseees+.tneodore Lorch 
King TRUM. ccccseccesscessssss James Pierce 
ZONA. ..++sseescescccesess- Muriel Goodspeed 
Gordon, Sr...scecscessee-s--- Richard Tucker 





Universal’s serialization of ‘Flash 
Gordon’ cartoon character in screen 
form is an unusually ambitious ef- 
fort. In some respects it smacks of 
old serial days when story and ac- 
tion, as well as authentic back- 
ground, were depended upon to sus- 
tain their vigorous popularity. 

Here, instead, feature production 
standard has been maintained as to 


east, direction, writing and back- 
ground. With some trimming, it 


could be more nearly put together 
as an adventure feature than any 
serial recently to come out of Hol- 
lywood. 

Script writers had to depend al- 
most entirely on the cartoon strips 


for material, yet the dialog rings 
true for most part. Exploits of 


Flash Gordon on strange planets, his 
capture by Emperor Ming, struggle 
of Ming’s daughter and Dale Arden 
for his love. Dr. Zarkov's startling 
electrical contrivances, and the as- 
sistance given by King Thun and his 


| Given half a break, 


high | 
class, and not one of them has any- | 


put to a} 


troduced, despite the fact that two| 


‘Buster’ Crabbe, Jean Rogers, Charles | 
Middleton ond Priscilla Lawson. Directed 
by Frederick Stephani. Based on Alex 


Jr. | 


DRIFT FENCE 


Paramount release of Harold Hurley 
production. Features Tom Keene, Larry 
‘Buster’ Crabbe and Katherine DeMille. 
Directed by Otto Lovering. Adapted from 

| Zane Grey's story, ‘Nevada;’ screen play, 
Robert Yost, Stuart Anthony; cameraman, 
Virgil Miller. At Strand, Brooklyn, week 
Marc h 5, '36, as half of double bill, Run- 
ning time, 57 mins. 
Slinger Dunn........ Larry ‘Buster’ Crabbe 
Moliy Dunn ...... wee th Katherine DeMille 
Jim MEMEO 64 %64 0deaes Oho Oils ie Tom Keene 
Mee. OEE = volcacess ere Toe Benny Baker 
Cusser. Prontiag ..cvecce<s- Glenn Evikson 
Clay Jackson ...,........Stanley Andrews 
|. Ee Se eee Richard Carle 
Winter Watiting .ccevs .oh0i'<xx Irving Bacon 
COMES DOR «ok debs ca btbeseas Effie Elisler 
Cameo Blimgname ii 6 ccd cesi cease Jan Duggan 
Bev Wilson ...... Sdedddeceas Walter Long 
i ee eee ee Chester Gan 
Seth Haverly «..ccccces Richard Alexander 
RN TO 6k 6 kon bbb ceerseas oh Bud Fine 


Paramount has given Zane Grey’s 
story, ‘Nevada,’ mounting, 


| 
| 


| 
| 


i 





| 
} 


> 


NANGA PARBAT 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, March 2. 

“Nanga Parbat” is a film docue 
ment of the _ ill-fated German 
Himalaya Expedition of 1934, when 
death claimed four German moun- 
taineers and six native bearers, It 
was premiered at Munich. 

It's a grandiose document full of 
moving heroism, comparable to the 
film taken of Captain Scott’s last 
Polar journey. 


Technical side of the making of 
this film is interesting. Owing to 
the great weight of ordinary film 


;cameras and material it was decided 


to work with 


such as 


hand camera 
amateurs use. This re- 


a small 


Super . 1 : 
pete jduced the weight of film material 
smooth and concise direction andj|carried to one-eighth of normal. 
an able cast. Result is a de luxe} Five thousand meiers of film were 
: P . . . s *j ras ut niargwer an 
western that will go bie in famils shot. Film was cut, enlar: L and 
' ; “ |}copied onto normal sized celluloid 
ar ha ( se P > ot : ‘ 
an nabe 1ouses and will collect ,1n Germany, thus making it possible 
full share of double-harness biz. |for showine in ordinary cit emas. 


It will be a tasty dish for outdoor 
fans because Tom Keene, who dom- 
inates much of it, acts and 
like a typical western cowpuncher. 
And film’s gait is sufficiently fast 
to satisfy. 

Original Zane Grey script prob- 
ably was juggled plenty but artful 
re-writing by Robert Yost and 


looks 


Stuart Anthony has made it plau- 
sible for sereen usage. ‘Drift Fence’ 
is the old cattle rustler formula, 


with a Texas ranger out to 
his buddy Tha 
exciting 


4 aveng¢ 
t it turns out to be 
material should be credited 


to cast, the director and fairly crisp 
lines, 

Tom Keene is easily the most 
| plausible western figure (with 


months. 
he should make 
these sage-brush stand out, 
Keene has an easy grace so often 
lacking in most outdoor operas. Be- 


youth) to be uncovered in 


Sagas 


sides the build, he can hold his 
own on thespian ability. Buster 
Crabbe in this picture is a con- 
| siderably improved actor but 
doesn't quite feel at home on the 
western front. Katherine DeMille 
does well as the only important 
feminine character in the film. 
Looks best in more dramatic 
moments. 


Benny Baker comes through with 
one of his happiest comedy assign- 
ments. In the role of city lad, it’s 
a character that might readily have 
been made too hokey. Glenn Erik- 
son, one-time singer, reported being 
groomed for Westerns by Para- 
mount, indicates little possibilities 
for this type of film. Stanley An- 


subsid roles, Wear. 


| deliberation. 


| 





| drove 





| 


Most German mountain films have 
been artistic products directed with 
This document was 
made by Fritz Bechthold, one of the 
expedition, who had never: filmed 
before, and he just shot at random 
whatever interested or pleased him. 

“Nanga Parbat” thus bears the 
stamp of the best amateur work. 
Besides one other German, Peter 
Muellritter, Bechthol was aided con- 
siderably by Pasang, a Darjeeling 


bearer. Climatic conditions of the 
higher slopes made camera work ex- 
tremely difficult. 

Whole expedition {Is shown, from 


leaving Germany for Bombay until 
the final tragic snowstorm which 
the small heroic band down 
the mountain side again. They had 
reached within 400 meters of the 
8,126 meter Nanga Parbat peak, 


CURRICULUM FILM BALLY 
March 10. 
Wellesley College for Women has 
a film tagged ‘The World of Welles- 
ley’ 


saltimore, 


which studies and 


environment of the girls who attend 


shows life, 


the Massachusetts institution. Print 


is booked around the country and 
shown in the swankier femme prep 
schools as an enrollment builder- 
upper. Accompanying showings of 
the pic are talks by several alumnae 
who answer questions and otherwise 
plug the college before prospective 
enrollees, 

Considered a more modern method 


‘ews, the avy; Richard Carle, : 
tes — at AA Elisier and: Of getting student attention than 
Walter Long are uniformly good in the outworn stunt of mailing out 


stacks of staid catalogs. 
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Clark 


Gable - 


“WIEE 


Jean 
Harlow - 
VS. SECRETARY” 


- Warner Baxter in 
‘ROBIN HOOD of EL DORADO’ 


Coming .. 








PARAMOUNT. isc 


MAE WEST in 
“KLONDIKE ANNIE” 
with VICTOR McLAGLEN 

On the Stage... FRED WARING 
and His Pennsylvanians 





—— 

















In Person! 





lion men all are moulded together | 
into an intriguing chain of events. | 
Youngsters should eat it up because | 
of advance bally via cartoons in the | 
syndicated dailies. 

Buster Crabbe is well fitted for | 
the title role, a robust, heroic youth | 
who dares almost any danger. Char- 
acter calls for plenty of action which 
places him in a favorable light. | 
Charles Middleton, best known of 





uan speaking audiences on this side. | late for his western character por- 


trayals, is a happy choice as the 
cruel Ming. Brings a wealth or 
histronic ability to part. Jean | 
| Rogers and Priscilla Lawson, be- |! 
sides being easy on the eyes, are 
lentirely adequate, former as Dale | 


Arden and Miss Lawson as Emperor | 
Ming’s daughter. Frank Shaunon | 
indicates promise from his portrayal | 
of the wild-eyed inventive genius. | 

Ralph Berger, Norman Dewes and | 
Elmer A. Johnson did yeoman work | 
providing backgrounds and effects | 
for imaginary lands depicted. Ex- 
cellent lensing by Jerry Ash and 
Richard Fryer. ‘Flash Gordon’ 
should be a top grosser in serial | 


| 





field. Wear, 


JACK BENNY 
MARY LIVINGSTONE 


Cn Screen Cc R O S B Y 


BING 
's] “ANYTHING GOES” 











B’WAY 


TRAND 22574 


23e to | p.m. — Midnight Shows 


DICK POWELL 
RUBY KEELER 


in Warner Bros. musical 


“COLLEER’ 
Over 4 Hrs. Pix for 10c 


Tacoma, March 9, 





Shell, small downtown grind at 
10c, now offers three features and 
several shorts two days a week. 

One show ran four hours and 10 
minutes, three shows a day, wicket 


‘opening at 10 a. m. 








“RHODES ’ 

Stage—In Person 
PINKY TOMLIN 
ye & Lea, iigeaw 


6th SMASHING WEEK 
CHARLIE CHAPLIN 


“MODERN TIMES” 


RIVOLI: 


Continuous trom 9 20 A.M.—Midnite Shows 

















Held Over 2nd Week 
Walter Huston as 


ith Av. & 50th St. 
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RADIO 
CiTy 


MUSIC HALL 


50th Street and 6th Avenue 
Starting Thursday! 
“The Country Doctor’ 
with JEAN HERSHOLT and 
The DIONNE QUINTUPLETS 
A 20th Century-Fox Production 
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With Hundreds of Hollywood's Choicest Col- 
leens. Directed by Alfred E. Green. Dances by 
Bobby Connolly. 4 Songs by Warren & Dubin. 


WARNER BROS,’ FIRST BIG 
MUSICAL IN NEARLY A YEAR 








FARE Glblb oN 
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Pre-release engagement 
indefinitely extended at 
N.Y. Strand after first 3 


days beat ‘Ceiling Zero’! 





‘AND 


he: HEADING a. 200 SIMULTANEOUS KEY DATES MARGH 2ist! 
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town, and will supervise 15 houses 
jocated in Oswego, Massena, Ogdens- 
burg, Carthage, Malone, Tupper 
Lake, Lake Placid and Saranac. Jay 
Golden, his successor, contemplates 
no changes. David (Buddy) Free- 
man stays at the Paramount and 
Robert Pekins at the Strand. Work 
of reconstructing Schine’s Eckel 
here following December's fire that 
eliminated the side street house 
from the rialto sets at rest gossip 
that the Schines would drop the 
theatre. Reopening is expected by 
May 1. 


Macon. 

Lucas-Jenkins Theatres here to 
build a 1,000 seat theatre in East 
Macon, starting next month. Plans 
announced last week are expected 
to include alterations in the 
Macon theatres under Lucas-Jen- 
kins management. 

Macon will have its first 
since the days of Pavlowa tomor- 
row (March 4) when the Monte 
Carlo Ballet Russe gives one per- 
formance here en route to Florida 
and Cuba. So far call has been 
largely for bald-headed row seats 
and section nearest the stage. 





Charlotte, N. C, 

Hazel, at Hazelwood, 
1930, has been reopened and is oper- 
ated now by C. N. Rockett and L. 
P. Boylen, of Asheville, under a 





five-year lease. They formerly 
operated houses at Marshall and 
Spruce Pine. 
Boston. 
Joseph Boyle, formerly chief 


usher at the Orpheum, goes into the 
State as treasurer after training a 
month at the State, Providence. 
Robert Manley, treasurer of the 
State, shifts to the Orpheum, suc- 
ceeding Alton Freeman who tran 

fers to the State, Providence re- 
placing Christie Wilbert, resigned. 





St. Louis. 

Gus Schumann, engineer at 
Loew's, who suffered fractured leg 
in fall from theatre canopy several 
week ago, convalescing at his home. 

Selma Yawitz, cashier at Salis- 
bury . Theatre, nabe house, has 
identified George J. Mueller, Jr., was 
man who stuck her up in box office 
Saturday (15) and escaped with $61. 
He denies rap. 

Joe Erber and Joe Smith, booking 
agents with headquarters in Am- 
bassador Bldg. have dissolved part- 





three | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


closed since | 


| Proector’s job 





nership. Erber, will continue busf- 
ness, 

Edmund lL. Hartman, son of 
Circuit Judge Moses Hartman, 
wrote story for ‘Don’t Get Personal’ 
shown at Fox Theatre here last 
week. Hartman, who matriculated 
in law at Washington U here is 
now in Hollywood. 

Hall Theatre, formerly known as 
Dupo, Dupo, Ill. now under man- 
agement of Frank Italiano. 

Community Theatre, McLean, Il. 
has reopened under management of 
F. M. Mertz. 

Four sound 
shown at 
Chapter, 


pics of China were 
meeting of St. Louis 
National Sojourners, at 


Scottish Rite Cathedral Wednesday 
(19). 

Bob Taylor, for past five years 
office mgr. and booker for RKO- 
iRadio has reentered independent 
field, taking over management of 


| local Majestic Pictures Corp. office. 
ballet | 


Was formerly with Columbia Pic- 


tures Corp. 


Benny Reingold, local 20th 


| Century-Fox mgr, and Max Sanow- 


sky, operator of Fairy Theatre, nabe 
house, was vacationing in Florida, 





New Orleans. 


Marion Ferrera, former Saenger 








neighborhood house manager, artist | 


has been made 
Istrione at 


and ad 
agel ol 
Miss, 


man, 
the 


man- 


Jackson, 


Albany. 
chain has acquired 
more theatres, all in Middle- 
town. It now has houses in Albany, 
Troy and Schenectady, in addition 
to Brookiyn. Joseph Shure, man- 
ager of Proctor’s, Schenectady, has 
been sent to Middletown temporari- 
ly in charge of the theatres. His 
is being handled by 
Richmond, manager of 


The Fabian 
three 


Theodore 
the Plaza, 





Charlotte, N. C. 

Henry King, Twentieth Century- 
Fox director, who recently com- 
pleted ‘The Country Doctor,’ was 
here last week for a brief stopover 
and was entertained at luncheon by 
a group of Charlotte film folk. Dir- 
ector King was flying his own plane, 
on his way to Florida, and put in 
at the Charlotte airport for a time. 





Lancaster, Pa. 
Jules Reisman, former manager 
of the Capitol, York, has been pro- 
moted to the managership of the 
Strand to fill the vacancy created 
when Cleon Miller left the Warner 








Bros. chain to manage the Goldman 
‘Park’ in Hanover, Pa. 

Reisman is succeeded at the Cap- 
itol by Paul Harvey, formerly of the 
‘Princess’ Camden, N. J. 

A. J. Vanni, WB Zone Manager 
with offices in Philadelphia, making 
his first tour of his territory since 
his two week vacation in Florida, 





Norfolk. 

W. S. Wilder opened new theatre, 
the Colley, Feb. 24. Public demon- 
stration, WTAR broadcasting, $1.50 
top price and picture was ‘Midsum- 
mer Night's Dream.’ Named for 
avenue on which it is located. 

Loew’s State started ‘It Happened 
in Norfolk,’ filmed in tie-up with 
Ledger- Dispatch. 





Denver. 


house. The State at Boulder, Colo., 
was darkened after the opening of 
the new Fox house there; and also 
the Isis, Trinidad, Colo.; the Kit 
Carson, La Junto, Colo.; the Plaza, 
Las Vegas, N. M.; and the Del Rio, 
Las Cruces, N. M. 

Liberty, at Colorado Springs, has 
been taken over by the Westland 
Theatres from Footman Bros. West- 
land is opening three additional 
houses: the Mesa, a new house at 
Grand Junction, Colo.; and the 
Pueblo and Chief, both modernized, 


in Pueblo, Colo. The latter was 
formerly the Palm, 

Robert Selig has been made of- 
fice manager of the local G-B ex- 


change, succeeding Lee Rinker, who 
resigned, 





Denver. 


Damage set at $3,000 resulted 
from a fire in the projection booth 


| of the Rivoli, 10c’er here. Fire broke 


out late at night with 300 persons 
in the theatre, and Alex Montoya, 
head usher, directed the patrons 
out, No one was injured. 
Spartanburg, S. C. 

The State, H. E. Cook’s new Clin- 
ton house under construction, will 
have its opening soon. Cook, a 
chain operator, has signed Howard 
Turner to manage the new place. 

Plans to recondition and modern- 
ize the Oasis at Marion have been 
announced by E. H. House, Marion 
theatre prexy. House has been 
dark for several years. House's 
other local place, will continue on 
combined film-stage basis. 

G. G. Mitchell, manager of the 
Imperial, Newton, has begun con- 
struction on a second house there. 
Spanish architectural design chosen 
and spring opening skedded, 








Five Fox Intermountain theatres 
in this territory closed, because] 
business in these towns was not 
}enough to support another Fox} 


Pettingill 


(Continued from page 4) 
ton (Del.), Better Films Council, 
who observed that independent ex- 
hibitors were not justified in their 
complaints against the present dis- 
tribution system, 

‘It is my understanding,’ Mrs. 
Barsham said, ‘the exhibitor has his 
choice of blocks and a 10% cancel- 
lation privilege, and that not more 
than 20% of all exhibitors contract 
for a complete block.’ 

Accusation that mothers park 
their tots in film houses was made 
by Mrs. Alonzo Richardson, secre- 
tary of the Atlanta Motion Picture 
Board of Review, after yesterday’s 
testimony on subject of moral harm 
done kids who forced to sit 





are 


|through undesirable pictures. 





Spirited defense of block booking 
was made by Mrs. Percy Chestney, 
of the Macon Better Films Commit- 
tee, and Mrs. Samuel A. Ellsworth, 
of Worcester, Mass., who reported 
perfect co-operation between ex- 
hibitors and the desires of the com- 
munity in their districts. Both 
ladies declared that the proposed 
legislation would affect in no way 
the moral standard of films. Con- 
gressmen were told by Mrs. Francis 
J. Flagg, president of the Newton, 
Mass., motion picture council, of a 
campaign for better films in which 
the whole town took part and which 
resulted in jamming a local house 
to the doors, after it had played to 
an average of 85 patrons. Intro- 
duction of ‘Family Night’ perform- 
ances made Newton film-conscious 
and put theatre’s manager on his 
feet, council spokesman explained. 

Answering Abralam Myers, gen- 
eral counsel for Allied States Asso- 
ciation, Mrs. Flagg admitted that 
house belonged to Paramount, Only 
male witness to be heard was 
Nathan Yamins, Allied States prez, 
who discoursed on motion picture 
business for benefit of the interested 
Congressmen, 

Exclaiming that Paramount will 
not sell features without attaching 
a string of shorts, Yamins charged 
that ‘exhibitors are compelled to 
take all features, all shorts and a 
newsreel’ under Paramount con- 
tracts. Repeating testimony given 
before a Senate anti-block booking 
hearing two weeks ago, Yamins, 





THREE NEW CINEMAS 
TO OPEN IN MEXICO 


Mexico City, March 10. 

Amusement business here is on 
the upbeat, with three new theatres 
having a combined seating capacity 
of 6,500 scheduled to open this 
month, Picture biz has made a 
strong comeback in Mexico City 
Since the settlement of the strike 





against the eight major U. S. dis- 
tributors, 

Largest house to throw open its 
doors in March will be the Cine- 
Teatro Alameda, a deluxer screen 
and stage theatre, with Mexico's 


Other two are 
theatres. 


only revolving stage. 
class neighborhood 

Only sour note to the current set- 
up is the fact that the civic fathers 
are still seeking for approxi- 
mately 2,000 stage players. 


jobs 





KENNEDY’S PLAN LOOKS IN 


Large number of proxies already 
has been received by Radio Corp, 
of America to date indicating that 
the recapitalization plan designed 
by Joseph P. Kennedy and approved 
by the directors month will 
have smooth sailing at the special 
session April 7, 

Stockholders may vote in person 
or by proxy at the April meeting 
ealled to pass on the recap line-up, 


last 





owner of several Fall River Inde- 
pendent houses, called block booke 
ing ‘coercive and un-American.’ 
Exhibitors would be glad to buy re- 
tail and pay retail prices, Fall River 
indie insisted. 

Katharine Van Etten Lyford, ex- 


ecutive secretary of the Massa- 
chusetts Civic League, also did a 
repeat performance before’ the 


House Committee. Declaring that 
anti-block booking legislation was 
‘first step toward getting the sort 
of pictures we want,’ Miss Lyford 
read into the record virtually the 
same testimony offered Senate In- 
terstate Commerce Subcommittee, 
First hair-pulling among women 
witness occurred when Miss Lyman 
attacked women proponents who 
appeared earlier in the hearing. 
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FILM DAILY YEAR BOOK 








Is Now Being Distributed 


comprehensive, 


backed by 18 years of publishing experience, is in- 
dispensable to everyone in the motion picture industry. 
Included in its many departments are information and 
data on practically every phase of this complex business. 
Among the many features are: 
{A list of 15,435 titles of features released since 1915; 
Complete production credits on 1935 releases; Releases 
of companies for 1935; Features imported during 1935; 
Serials released since 1920; Original titles of books and 
plays made into motion pictures. 


{| The 1934 and 1935 work of Players, Producers, Di- 
rectors, Authors, Screen Play Writers, Cameramen, Film 
Editors, Song Writers and Dance Directors. 

{| Telephone numbers of Players’, Directors’ and Writers’ 
agents; Birthdays and birthplaces of prominent motion 
picture folk. 
{ Personnel of important companies, studios and of 
ganizations. 
{| Exchanges, their managers and the product handled 


FREE TO FILM DAILY SUB 
THE FILM DAILY SERVICE 


includes in its complete motion picture trade paper service: 
THE FILM DAILY (Six days a week)—News, reviews, constructive editorials, ex- ; 
ploitation aids and topical opinions. 
THE PRODUCTION GUIDE (Out in July)—Production schedules of major and in- 
dependent distributors with tentative casts and credits; Latest work of Players, 
Producers, Directors and Writers; Credits on features released during the first 
half of the year. 
SHORT SUBJECT QUARTERLIES (Four times a year) —- Devoted exclusively to 








accurate, 


this volume, 





THE FILM DAILY YEAR BOOK (1936 edition just off the presses) —Now being sent 
to Film Daily’s many satisfied subscribers. 
THE FILM DAILY SERVICE IS THE BEST $10.00 INVESTMENT AN 
EXHIBITOR CAN MAKE, SIGN THE COUPON AND MAIL IT TODAY. 


by each exchange, arranged by key cities; Addresses and 
telephone numbers of Producers and Distributors of fea- 
tures, short subjects, cartoons, 16mm films, advertising 
and industrial pictures. 
{| A complete Exploitation Manual, conveniently arranged 
for quick reference with sections headed, Theater Fronts, 
Lobbies, Ballyhoos, Tie-Ups, Window Displays, Printed 
Matter, Newspapers, Special Stunts. 

{ A list of all theatres in the United States and Canada, 
indicating which houses are closed; A separate list of 
419 theater circuits operating four or more houses. 

{| Financial summaries and history, price ranges of stocks 
and balance sheets of film companies with listed stocks. 
{ A comprehensive Equipment Buying Guide section list- 
ing addresses of manufacturers of and dealers in all the 
various equipment used in theaters and studios. 

{ An international survey of film markets compiled with 
the co-operation of the U. S. Department of Commerce. 
{ These are only a few of the highlights from this all- 
inclusive 1936 FILM DAILY YEAR BOOK. 


SCRIBERS _ 


| 
| THE FILM DAILY, 1650 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 

Gentlemen: 
| 

lease enter my subscription to the FILM DAILY 

! SERVICE, and send my 1936 YEAR BOOK immediately. I 
| enclose my check for $10.00 (Foreign subscription, $15.90). 
| 
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™® It’s no novelty for Mr. and Mrs. 
' Leo to win the Academy’s 
Annual Award for the Year’s 
Best Picture, but they’re thrilled 
to be first again this year. And 
with such a glorious attraction 
as “Mutiny On The Bounty.” 


(What fun theatres will have to bring it back 


right quick for a Prize Return engagement!) 
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(Continued from page 6) 


py Columbia Pictures commofh (on 
the curb), at 37, down 1%; Para- 
mount Pictures common, at 9%, off 
™%; Paramount Ist pfd., at 70%, a 
loss of 5%; and Par second pre- 
ferred, at 10%, a loss of %&. 

No question but that the ominous 
rumblings over Germany and 
France hit stock values towards 
close of trading week. Amusements 
were forced back with others al- 
though in the main the leaders 
offered more resistance than dis- 
played by numerous big industrials 
and rail issues. To many market 
observers, part of this selling pres- 
sure was hooked up to the war 
threats more as an excuse than a 
really legitimate reason, The calmer 
opinion of the street was inclined to 
hold the immediate threat of war 
as vastly exaggerated, 

Foreign Selling 

To some extent, part of the sell- 
ing was traced fo foreig stock- 
holders who were inclined to call 
back their money. But an equal 
amount of dumping was linked to 
smaller stockholders who became 
jumpy over the European situation. 

Continued pressure against the 
Paramount group was most heavily 


felt by Paramount lst pfd. which 
was off nearly 6 points at one 
juncture. Even after the healthy 


shake-out which pushed the stock 
down to 70%, it was unable to get 
past 70% at the blow-off. Para- 
mount common, which has dis- 
played marked ability in resisting 
selling, finished on bottom at a new 
low for the year at 9%. Here it was 
off nearly a point. The second pre- 
ferred also wound up at a new low 
price for the year, 10%. 

Failure of Loew common to put 
on a better performance in the face 
of brilliant. upswings by surround- 
ing industrial leaders was the sub- 
ject of considerable comment in the 
street. This was further aceentu- 
ated by the stock’s action in Mon- 
day's (9) session. After failing all 
week to get to the $50 mark, this 
issue fell back abruptly more than 
a point to 48%. At this level, it was 
only 50c away from the year’s bot- 
tom. To more conservative market 
traders, “it seemed apparent that 
this stock was being held back and 
possibly groomed for a brisk up- 
turn later. 

Although the Columbia Pictures 
certificates and preferred did not 
behave as badly as the common 
stock, listed on the curb, neither 
moved far upwards from recently 
established lows, Both showed mi- 
nor gains, while the Columbia. Pix 
common was off 1% at 38 and was 
dewn 2% at the new low quotation 
hung up during the week, 

The general enthusiasm for blue 
chip stocks with large taxable sur- 
pluses supplied the impetus. that 
carried Eastman Kodak upwards to 
167%. It also felt the reactionary 
wave in late trading, nearly can- 
celling all previous gains. In_ con- 
trast, the preferred pushed forward 
in final transactions to highest point 
of week, sporting a “l-point gain. - 

Disposition on .part-of traders to 
take their profits in both 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox stocks shoved them back 
at the finish. Previously, they had 
been hovering near recently estab- 
lished peaks. The common -was off 
1% and the preferred was down 


2%4. Universal pfd. was in much 
the same category. Stock hung up 
a new high price at 87% and then 
staged an orderly retreat to 80, to 
show a loss of 2 points on the week. 
Enthusiasm for Radio Corporation 
stocks was considerably dampened 
in later trading. Result was that 
the common managed to show only 
a small fractional gain, whereas it 
had been up nearly 114 points. 
Heavy trading in this issue made it 
one of most active stocks on the big 
board last week. More than 330,000 
shares changed hands. 


in Monday’s trading, which held the 
week’s gain to a single point at 
9214, 
Garden Bullish 

Bullishness in Madison 
stock was traced partially to the big 
fight staged in the Garden Friday 
(6) night, although the street hears 
that a favorable earnings report 
soon will be out. This issue forged 


ahead to 12% to show an advance 
of 2 points. 
Warner Bros. common _ turned 


weak at the blow-off Monday, wind- 
ing up at lowest price, 11%, for a 
loss of nearly a point. Westinghouse 
common was down more than 7 
points from its high of 121%, but 
showing a loss of 3% for the week. 
As with the Eastman Kodak, the 
preferred became stronger as the 
common weakened. It was up 1% at 
the close, 

Feeling with trading fraternity 
Was that the increase in the Gen- 
eral Electric dividend had been dis- 
counted largely by recent strength 
of this issue. Company hiked the 
divvy from 20c to 25¢c quarterly, as 
had been anticipated in Wall Street. 
This puts the stock on $1 annual 
basis as compared with the 80c rate 
paid in recent quarters. General 
Electric paid a‘ total of 65c during 
1935. The earnings statement for 
General Electric revealed that net 
profits were equal to 97c per share 
against 59c in 1934, Billed sales in- 
creased 27% in 1935 as compared 
with preceding year. 

Westinghouse net income for 1935 
was $4.53 a common share or $11,- 
983,000, against 4c. per share deficit 
in 1934. 

Trading in the new RCA preferred 
stock in Over-the-Counter market 
attracted considerable attention. 
Done strictly on a when-issued ba- 
sis, since the stock will not be is- 
sued until stockholders approve re- 
capitalization plan early next month. 

Aside from the marked vigor dis- 
played by General Theatre Equip- 
ment obligations, the amusement 
bond market got no place in partic- 
ular. General Theatre bonds were 
up 2% points at final quotation of 
291%, after they had hit new peak 
at 30. 

Considerable weakness developed 
in Warner Bros. liens in Monday’s 
session. The bonds fell back 2 points 
from Saturday’s closing figure. 
Wound up at 90, where they were 
off 3 points on the week. These 
bonds were up to 94% in earlier 
transactions, Paramount Pictures 
6s rallied from a newly established 
low at 87% to 88%. At this level 
they -were only off fractionally. 
Paramount-Broadway 3s sported a 
minor gain at 56%. Keith debentures 
were 50c lower at 95. 





Summary for week ending Monday, March 9: 
STOCK.EXCHANGE 
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12% Roy 3,400 Madison Sq. Garden (60c.)...... %12% 10— 11% % 
12 ra 53.800 Paramount ......+-e.5. s<¥eeee Ee 19% —_ “2 
87 70% 9,700 ee ee) See eceees Soves 88 {70% TO™% —oM 
12% 10% 16,000 Das BEI. Cee ctcocccccesccce il {10% 10% = 2 
8% 7% 11,100 Dee “parodies Gis betccciceses.s OF ™ 7™ 
14% 11% 330,100 Radio Corp.......sssseceeseses 13% 12% 124 +% 
iby D4be 5,300 Radio pfd. A (3%)... -ceceseess *DO% 558 56% + % 
97 8214 38,500 Radio pfd. B..... atl otk cedaks ce ee 91% 92% «= +1 
9% 5 67,300) RIO - vececevecieses Suv cudesesecs. Jae 7s 8 7 
B2% 225% 10,000 20th .Cent.-FOx......ceeeceseees 32% 80 30 —1% 
41 Ble 8,200 Do. pf. (1%). cccccscccccecees 40% 37% 38 —2% 
87% 50 720° Univeraal’ pfd........ecseee- .+. *87% 79% , 2 
14% o% 68,000 Warner Bro8......ccccccccevess 13% 11% 1% —% 
57% Bt BOO Do, ped... ccrascesiscvcesceess 55M Bh 55 
22% 9414 18,500 Westinghouse (3)........+.0+5+- 21% 114% 114% ay 
140'% 12314 oe: a, MU Ete) baccei over 135% 134’, 135% = +12 
* New 1936 hich. 
+ Plus stock dividends, 
t Paid this year. 
§ Plus cash extras, 
{ New 1936 low. 
CURB 
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B24 7% Se Ge SINE vg vc i cd accevovece *32'4 2446 20% iM 
5% 3% UM. RR SS eee 4’, 4's 4'4 — \% 
10% 4% 800 Universal Picts..........s+e0+: ~ BY B%, 
BONDS 
30 19 $211,000 Gen. Thea. Ba. °40..cccccccees *30 26 29'5 2 
HO% H2ig a ee eS Se Sere ee 50% 35 5 : 
14g 102%, ee eee OR. Eh is icenstesiecvsvess 103 102% 
60 a6 10,000 Par-Broadway 3s ae 56% NO 56 aL 
97% 87! 303,000 Paramount 6s, ‘55..........- 913 "87%, RS, —— ty 
82% 75 7,000 RKO debs 68.......60:00eeenees 76 {75 76 
US's 86 105,000 Warner Bros. 6s, ‘39........... 94% vo 9» —3 
OVER THE COUNTER, NEW YORK 
Bid Asted 
SI% . ae Col. Broadcast. A (2).....0.s0+% oe es 
98 100 Pathe Films pld.. oss. vcseces ‘ ° 
* New 1936 hich. 


+ Plus stock dividends. 
t Paid this vear 
T New 1936 low. 


B&K Retires Issue 


Chicago, March 10. 

Balaban & Katz Corp, last week 
called in remaining accumulations 
of $1.75 a share on the 7% cumu- 
lative preferred stock which will be 
paid off on next April 1, 

To finance retirement of this block 
of stock B. & K. will borrow $1,- 
500,000 from a local bank at a rate 
considerably below the interest rate 
on the stock. 








Washington, March 10, 
Move to withdraw preferred sti 





Radio B, which figures promi- 
nently in the new recapitalization | 
plan, came within hailing distance | 
of its old high at 97. It weakened 


Square | 


from the Chicago stock exchange 
was made last week by Balaban & 
Katz Corp., Paramount affiliate 
|cause of refinancing plans and lit- 
itle trading. Ordering a he 


be- 


March 20, Securities and Exchange 
{Commission announced receipt of 
B&K request for permission to 


|} Withdraw from listing and registra- 
tion 26,126 shares of 7% imulative 
preferred on ground that half of the 
paper is due for redemption May 1 
and the remainder will cleaned 
up within the next three years. 

Following the contemplated re- 
demption, less than 300 persons will 
|hold such securities, application 
| pointed out, adding that trading has 
| been negligible and the exchange 
agrees that the nature of the market 
is such that continuance of the list- 
ing is not justifiable. 


} 
e 





B’way Astor Goes 2d Run 


The Astor, N, Y., is going second 
run for the first time since it 
opened last fall under the operation 
of Joe Plunkett but only as a stop- 
gap. 

House is bringing {n ‘Rhodes’ 
(GB) on Friday (13) after two good 
weeks at the Roxy| Astor will 
tain same scale of 55c. top and con- 
tinue ‘Rhodes’ as long as possible. 

‘Great Ziegfeld’ (Metro) comes in 
around Easter as a roadshow, 


re- 


re- 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Victoria Vinton tabbed to stock 
conttact at Warners. 

Radio handed long termer to Lt. 
Commander Frank: Wead, writer. 

Spanky McFarland sealed to five 
year pact at Roach to appear in 
Our Gang comedies and Roach fea- 
tures. 

As result of work in crime short 


at Metro. 
Hugh Cummings signed as dialog 
director at Warners. 


at 20th-Fox. Currently 
newspaper yarn, 

Ray Mayer set for another six 
months at RKO. 

Erle Kenton had his directorial 
pact optioned for another stretch at 
Columbia. : 

Gail Sheridan, Irene Bennett and 
John Morley, Paramount junior 
stock players, given six-month con- 
tract extension. 

Metro lifted option on Spencer 
Tracy’s five-year pact at substantial 
salary tilt. 

Paramount lifted option on Irene 
Bennett, stock player. 

Gavin Muir tabbed to termer at 
20th-Fox after scout spotted him in 
N. Y. production of ‘Puritan.’ 

Sunnie O'Dea signed to termer 
at U. 

Jane O’Brien and Frank Prince, 
both from Jean Muir's little the- 
atre, handed stock pacts at Warners. 

Contract seals George Ernest, 
juve, to 20th-Fox, 


adapting 





TITLE CHANGES 
Hollywood, March 19. 
Hal Roach changed title of ‘Bank 
Night’ to ‘Wrong Number’ to avoid 
conflict with giveaway gag. 
20th-Fox’s ‘Wooden Crosses,’ 
which was switched to ‘Zero Hour,’ 


is now ‘The Road to Glory.’ 
‘Half Angel’ new handle for 20th- 
Fox's ‘Lightning Strikes Twice.’ 





Warners has hit on 
Playboy’ for title of Warren Wil- 
liam pic, in work as ‘Gentlemar 
from Big Bend.’ 

‘Fatal Lady’ gets call at Wange1 
over ‘Brazen.’ 

Radio's ‘One to Two,’ Williar 
Powell starrer, becomes ‘The Ex- 
Mrs. Bradford,’ and ‘Thoroughbreds 
All’ changes to ‘Two in > 

STORY BUYS 
Hollywood, Ma 19 

Scott Darling's ‘Who Sho Mr 
Kingsbury’ purchased by M 
Hoffman, Jr 

‘Partner, You're in Lov yrigina 
by William Rankin and Jerry Sa - 
heim, sold to Columbia 

M. H. Hoffman purchased ‘V 
Paper,’ by Joseph Gries, to be id 

| for next season's prograt 

Wilson Collison’s ‘Save a Lad: 
bought by RKO. 

Paramount has bought ‘Spotlight,’ 
original yarn by Dana Burnet 

‘Dance, Lady, Dance,” original by 


Sy Bartlett, 
man, 


bought by M. H. Hoff- 





| 


aly | 
CA 


K’s Additional Week of Clearance 
With Chaplin Film; 2 Years’ Battle 





Con. Film Net Up in ’35 


Net earnings of Consolidated Film 
Industries, Inc., increased approxi- 
mately $160,000 in 1935, as com, -red 


with the preceding year, acco. “ing 
ito annual statement. Net for the 
company was $1,077,.450in past year, 
after deduciing all charges, includ- 
ing depreciation and federal taxes 
as c_ inst $917,160 in 1934. 
Company, atement claims that 
the inc se in net earnings was 
accounted for primarily by an in- 
| creased sales volume of $838 267. An 








series, George Walcott drew termer | 


Mark Kelly had his option lifted | 


| 








V | par Walter E 
‘Bro idway 


additional contributing factor listed 
was the fact that the manufacturing 
plants of Consolidated operated un- 
interruptedly in 1935, whereas in the 
preceding year the company and its 
subsids experienced labor difficul- 
ties. 

Stockholders report relates that 
the lawsuit against Consolidated. to 
recover $1,475,000 damages -on ac- 
count of the destruction of motion 
picture negatives belonging to. vari- 
ous producers in fire in Consolidated 
lab at Los Angeles in 1929 has been 
tried and settled for a total cost of 
$168,591. 

Report lists cost of building NBC 
studio in Hollywood at $160,000 and 
that the property has been leased to 


National Broadcasting Co, for a 
term of years. Statement lists an 


appropriation of $275,000 for repair- 
ing and modernizing its Los Angeles 
plant, 





Incorporations 





NEW YORK 
Albany. 
Statra Theatres, Inc., New York; gen- 


eral theatrical and motion picture busi- 
ness; 200 shares, no par value. Simon 
H. Fabian, Samuel Rose, Mary Becker, 


1501 Broadway; 
Jacobs, Betty Asfar, 
20 Pine street. 

Sachs & Silverling, 
conduct amusement enterprises in all 
branches; 100 shares, no par. valiie. 
Irving A. Green, Herman E, Cooper, 
Samuel Hendel, 170 Broadway, 

F. L. B. Amusement Corp., New York: 
motion pictures, plays, etc,;. 200 share, 
no par value Charles Freeman; 822 
Hewit place, Bronx; Knute Lagerqu‘st, 
615 Townsend place, No. .Plainfield, N. J.; 


Subscribers, Martin D. 
Josephine Palais, 


Inc.; Kings; to 


Estelle Baumgarten, 1515 West Seventh 
street, Brooklyn. Subscribers: Haske! 
Jacobs, MacCohen, Tina Lerner, 299 


Broadway. P 
Nor-Son Corp., New York; deal in the- 


atre tickets, ete.; 290 shares; no par 
value. Martin L. Petry, 11 West 42nd 
street; William A, Cluff, 120 Broadway; 
George P. Wrench, 8 West Ttth street, 
New York. 

University Theatre, Ine., Bronx; the- 


atrical business; 200 shares, no par value. 
Arthur C. Joffe, 785 West End avenue; 
Arthur N. Kaufman, 666 Willoughby 
avenue, Brooklyn; Bertha Klein, 1770 
Andrews avenue, Brooklyn 

Novelty Amusement Corp., Kings: 
amusements enterprises, etc.; 200 shares, 


no par value. Bernard Borenkind, 103 
Van Buren street, Brooklyn; Shirley 
Frankfort, 170 East %4th street, New 
York; Jules Honig, 575 Green avenue, 
Brooklyn. 

Neff-Rogow, Inc., Manhattan; operate 
radio stations, ete.; 190 shares, no par 
value, William Rogow, 83 Fennimore 


road, New 
Dunster road, 
Fellows, 1383 
York. 

Trip to Paris, Limited, 
amusement enterprises, etc.; 10,000 
5 par. Herbert Ward, 
street; Rene Racover, 11 West 
street; Fred L, Watson, 82 Wall 
New York 

Woodhaven Theatre, Inc., Queens: the- 
atrical business; 200 shares, no par value 
Ruth Regosin, Inez Wintner, Joseph M 
Caffery, 270 Madison avenue, New York. 

Trekolog Films, Inc., Manhattan; mo- 
tion picture business; 1,000 shares no 
par value Cyril von Baumann, 119 West 
55th street, New York; Jessie L. John- 
son, 19 Parkway, Point Pleasant, N. J 
Alexander Schiff, 110 West 65th street 
New York. 

Brookmont Theatres Corp., New York: 
theatrical business; 100 $109 par. 
George A. Barry, Bernard Luber, Irving 

yhen, 1501 Broadway, New York 

Cosmo Music Publishing Corp.; busi 
ness of music publisher: 4,000 shares, $5 

Merrick 14845 Seventh 
avenue Montrose Thompson, 849 St. 


N olas avenue; Robert G, Comperts 


Rochelle; Walter J. Neff, 18 
Great Neck, L. IL: Elinor 
West 838th street, New 


New York: 
shares, 


4it 
street, 


58th 


shares 


s117 Sroadwa New York 
ey Francis, Day & Hunter, Inc., Manattar 
music { iblishers. et Loe ares, no par 
value Frederick E. M. Dz 1419 Charing 
ross Road, London, W. ¢ 2, England 
rk Abbott same iddre | iar I 
Abeles, 22 East 49th street, New 3 
CALIFORNIA 
Associated Cinema Studios, In« 
rc} * O00 lare none sub ribed eB) 
Victor Ford arnold M 
‘anna? Claire | Vida l.ee De 
Sona “ iT Mi 
Sentinel Productions, Inc Per 
A ires no pa 
J. Stuart Blackton Productions, Ine, 
ie 4 ] 4, No par 
TEXAS 
Galveston 
Tiler Symphony Orchestra Assn... 
pro yt , 4 1s no capital 
tock I porator H. FR. Coats, Mr 
4 { Windsor Mr Taibot 8S Wi 
Sweetwater Broadcasting Co., S» 
ate broadcasting: capital stock, $7.569 
Incorporators Millard Lope M B 
| Hanks, Heuston Harte 


Browawood Broadcasting Co.. Brown- 
weed; broadcasting capital stock, 
$7500 Incorporators H F Mayes 
rr. 3S. Abney, and Chester Ha s0TL. 


100 West | 


:| year. 


* a nese ew 


Chicago, March 10. 
After’a battle of nearly two years 
for-an additional week of clearance 
between the ‘C’ week of pre-release 
houses at 30c top and the first week 


of general release theatres at 25c, 
Balaban & Katz finally secured this 
concession from United Artists on 
its deal for the Chaplin ‘Modern 
Times’ picture in the neighborhoods. 
While it is strictly a one-flicker 
deal, B. & K. is satisfied that the 
victory of its point in this instance 
will serve as a wedge to secure a 
general okay for a week of open 
time between the 30c and tl 


theatres. 

As the clearance system now op- 
erates in Chicago the first week of 
release follows immediately upon 
the ‘C’ week, the ‘C’ week houses 
closing the picture on Saturday and 
with the first week theatres having 
the right to open the same picture 
at 25c on Sunday, which is the tra- 
ditional starting day for the ‘weeks 
of release’ in this territory. To the 
exchanges and exhibitors generally, 
this B. & K. victory on the Chaplin 


flicker will throw the entire town 
open for rearrangements in clear- 
ance and _ protection. Universally 


conceded also that the Chaplin in- 
stance is a surefire indication of 
the trend of the clearance situation 
here and that B. & K. will be able 
to secure the blank week from all 
exchanges next year. 

Majority of the key 30c houses in 
Chicago are Balaban & Katz the- 
atres, while most of the Essaness 
circuit's theatres are in the 25¢e 
category. Essaness, which is the 
largest indie circuit in town, put up 
the fight last year which prevented 
B..& K. from putting through its 
extra protection week demand at 
that time. 

Insertion of the blank week be- 
tween ‘C’ and first week of general 
release naturally force all the gen- 
eral release theatres in first, sec- 
ond and third weeks just seven days 
farther back on the release schedule, 
These exhibitors are already start- 
ing to howl, but seem about con- 
vinced that it’s a hopeless fight as 
far as they are concerned. With 
even one picture as a wedge B. & K, 
looks a cinch to force through its 
plan with the start of the next sell- 
ing season in June, 

First extra week of clearance 
goes into effect in the last week in 
May which has been set as the first 
week of general release for ‘Mod- 
ern Times.’ B. & K. has not bought 
any other of the United Artists re- 
leases this season with UA selling 
away from B. & K. throughout the 
neighborhoods. 


W. E. Net Profit in ’35 
$2,620,279; Lost in "34 


Operations 





of Western Electric 
of which Electrical Research 
Products, Inc is a subsidiary, in- 
creased more than $10,000,000 in 1935 
compared with the preceding 
For the first time since 1931 
|; operations of W. E. and subsidiary 
companies resulted in a profit, 1935 
;earnings being $2,620,279, as against 
a loss ‘of $7,751,548 in 193 This 
represents a return on investment of 
1.9°, Which comyares with 1.6% 
loss in preceding year, 3.2% loss in 
1933 and 2.7% loss in 1932. 

Report to stockholders issued yes- 
terday (Tues.) reveals that the com- 


Co., 





;as 


pany’s issue of $35,000,000 of 5% 
debenture bonds, due in 1944, were 
| called for redemption on Oct. 1, 1935, 


Other interest-bearing indebtedness 


lwas reduced by £602,929. Company's 


plants were operating at about 27% 

capacity at end of year, with volume 
business enougn to provide five 

! of work weekly to a majority 
PTI plo 


LIKKER WITH SHOWS 


Albany, March 109. 


Champagne with the opera; 
highbalis with the drama: cock- 
tails with the music shows: beer 
with pictures. These are in store 

ifor New York theatregoers if the 


| legislature OK’s the bill introduced 
in the lower house by Assemblyman 
Herbert C. Brownell to permit the- 
itres to serve beer, liquor and 
wines along with food. 

Licenses would be limited to New 
| York city. The fee would be $1,000 
a year, with an option of taking a 
¥-months’ license at $750. 
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MARTIN J. PORTER, New York Eve. Journal 


—"A distinct novelty and attractive—im- 
pressively delicate touch." 


RALPH PHELPS, Toledo Blade—"'Without a 
doubt one of the finest groups on the air 
. .. arrangements are extraordinary. A tip 
top program.” 


S. H. STEINHAUSER, The Pittsburgh Press— 
"...& 100% job. The program seemed 
to take dainty steps as it entered one's 
home." 


NORMAN SIEGEL, Cleveland Press— 


",..Click... an outstanding radio achieve- 
ment." 


Every Sunday Night — = a 


at 6:00 EST 
WABC 


of the 
COLUMBIA NETWORK 


° 
Sponsored by 
y a it He 0 

e 
Produced by 


ROGER WHITE 


81 STATIONS PHIL S ‘ 


| 


; 
’ 
' 


Radio’s first and 
.»» Not just girls 
musicians and sin 
versatile orchest 
choir... 
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Condit 





VARIETY said: 


“‘...Smacko music dished out by Spitalny-- 
use of material. Luscious orc hestrating, 


emplified anew.” Land. 
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BEN GROSS, New York Daily News—"A 
topnotch attraction. The orchestra is ex- 
cellent and the choir even better." 


NEWCOMB F. THOMPSON, Boston Eve. 
American—''Took the Sunday evening 
loudspeaker laurels, New York best bets 
notwithstanding." 


LOUIS REID, New York American—"Fine 
idea—clicked from the start." 


NICK KENNY, New York Daily Mirror— 
"One of the most delightful musical novel- 
ties these long ears have ever heard." 


AARON STEIN, New York Post—" Efficient 


lady musicians—expert musical ensemble." 






. JUST CONCLUDED 
— _ A RECORD BREAKING TOUR 
OF THE 
DE LUXE THEATRES 
IN THE EAST 
A 
SOON TO BE RELEASED 
SEVERAL NEW SHORT 
FEATURES FOR 
WARNER BROS. AND 


fi 
ondiitting 





Spitalny---z00d choice of talent---intelligent 
strating, for which Spitalny is noted, is ex- 


ALSO PARAMOUNT 
PICTURES 
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STATIONS IN MIDDLE ON “FREE SPEECH,’ 
MANY REFUSE EARL BROWDER TALK 


| 


Columbia Ushers in New Problem When Giving. 
Communist Chance to Talk—Applause, Criti-| 
cism Greets Decision of Network | 


ey ylesome and controversial; CBS fi ; an op 
? : Nio ie 
q of ‘free speech’ on the; Aili ) a ‘ight Brow 
. . aie pe l ) 11 ranIZAtIO 
rad is sharply focused by; I \ inism, } 
; ‘ stitute ) in ! CK 
| Browder broadcast of Ma . 
eted the CBS Bld on Madison ave 
Br rowder, secretary of the American : : . 
Communist party, accepted an inyl- \N aio March 10 
: nal Wasi rto ‘ . 
tation from the Columbia Broad- $ last VW 1 by Rarl 
4 - 1dcast ias ee} ) ai 
casting System to speak for 15 min- ‘ _ at in i 
; 7 3 le ¢ ! I > “a om- 
utes with the understanding that he i vi : — nt Gumeud 
> : m ISts, proughn some ongres- 
would be answered the following — ice ; 

: ‘ the same time, 10:45 sional criticism down on heads of | 
evening. at 1@ Same ame, * | the Columbia Broadcasting Svstem 
p.m by Congressman Hamilton | ‘" “oe Se gape ee ae 
Fis] : : }and Federal Communications Com- 
“Ish, 


mission. 


Scattered reports from around the 


| 

| 
country indicate that there was Free time gift by CBS to the | 
little or no. objection to what! 4merican radical was assailed by | 
3rowder said but considerable ob-| Several members of Congress who | 
jection to the fact that a Com-| called for law revisions which would | 
munist was accorded an opportunity | prevent alring of ‘propaganda’ and 
to say anything. CBS provided the| Would enable government authori- 
radical party's first and only net- | ties to gag Ik ft-wing orators. F.C. C, 
work publicity opportunity. and; meanwhile pointed out that free 
thereby precipitated a problem in| speech is supposed to mean just 
the interpretation of free speech. | that. 


| 


Coughlin-O’Connor Feud Principal Congressional denounc- 


Same matter of what may be said|ing was done by Representative 
over the air, and who may say it,/ John L. McClellan of Arkansas, 
was involved in the feud of Father! Democratic newcomer serving his 
Coughlin and Congressman John J.| first term at the Capitol, who tried 
O‘Connor, of a fortnight ago. O’Con- | unsuccessfully to have inserted in 
nor has since warned all stations}; the Congressional Record a bitter 


carrying the Coughlin addresses | editorial carried in the Hearst press. 
| ‘The action on the part of the 


that he will. hold them accountable | 


for slander if they carry further | Columbia Broadcasting System and 
Coughlin slaps against him. Michi- its president, William S. Paley, con- 
gan priest is feuding with the poli-| stitutes a flagrant insult,’ McClellan 


Ae hel 
tician because of latter’s opposition | 


to fiscal theories espoused by the: 
cleric, 

Freedom of speech has been much- 
discussed in Democrat-Republican | 
controversies. Charges that the ad-! 
ministration has indirectly ‘cen- 


, : A brief word of praise for CBS 
sored the speeches of the opposi- | was entered by Representative 
tion have been heard for some time. 


Almost from the start of President ae oe eS es So 
eta Aat dadeaiiitineiaS sels at aaiie aes ed the time gift while oppos- 
the minority party has hammered |" OT ee Meet 

at the Federal Communications | F.C. C. received kicks in advance 
Commission for allegedly providing, | 9 ¢ the speech up to Saturday (7) 
indirectly through the policies it lad heard iitlie reaction: to Reaure 
pursues, better and fuller breaks to deve aetuel remain. “Ovle & halt- 
Democrats than to Republicans. | ‘ “y . 

introduction of the Com- |} 


averred, while several other mem- 
bers, including Representatives John 
McSwain of Tennessee, Thomas L. 
Blanton of Texas, and John W. Mc- 
Cormack of Massachusetts reflected 
their disapproval of the Red speech. 


| 





4 dozen telegrams and letters came in 
Sudden 


munist element into a quarrel that | | during the two days following the 
broadcast. 
had been bi-partisan has brought | ae 
CEO cetie’ cottictem bat ‘élec has | Commish members were wary 
earned them compliments for clev- paint commenting on the incident, 
erness in dramatizing their own po- pointing out that the no-censorship 
sition on ‘free speech. CBS was ac- | provision in the act prevents any 
cused by the Republicans of im- | action to block such a program. 
the time} 





peding free speech at 








President Roosevelt addressed Con-| 1, 1 3 pata ne goede : 
gress and the radio audience simul- cy! *» ite c rac e a a a 
taneously. roadcas 1 s 1 Nar 
Stations in Middle Browder, Communist Party secre- 
Growing importance of radio in| or amaniaa poppe hm wring = 
Politics is not limited to national 1 ew” Ss ee é : 
events but has drastically altered | Detroit communists. W itliam Wein- 
campaigning procedure in munici- | Stone, secretary of the party’s state 
pal, county and state elections as | Organization, charged the station 
well. tadio stations find them-| Management with ‘yielding to the 
selves in the middle. While it’s| Liberty League and the most re- 
eusy enough to take a_ position] actionary forces of this country.’ 
where the Communists are con- Period of speech, station said, has 
cerned as between Democrats and| been sold for weeks for spot an- 
Republicans calling each other} nouncements' between _ recordings, 
names. and with the laws of slander|and time has never been relin- 
and libel vaguely defined thus far | quished by advertisers except for 


as concerns broadcasting the indi- Presidential 
vidual stations often suffer from bad| 
cases of the jitters. Some stations | 
now have a policy of immediately | 
cutting off the air any politician ‘the 


addresses, 





Philadelphia, March 10. 
There was little interest here last 


{ 
P | week in radio speech of Earl 
moment he detours ever so slightly: | Browder, secretary of Communist 
off the seript okayed in advance. | party in America, which WCAU 


Numerous suits for damages have | 


| picked up from CBS and broadcast 


already been filed in various com- | ‘ " rey 
; ah \ 7m | loeally in toto. Few patriotic organ- 
munities as the results of local!. , 
politics jizations had made vague threats 
: |; against station in case program was 
Probably many stations would | Prog 
rae . |} aired, but when Dr. Leon Levy, 
like to be able to refuse all political Z : a 
WCAU president, went ahead with 


talks. First because of the danger | 


; EP broadcast 
of libel and similar embarrassments , , 


reaction fizzled. 


Second because, politicians are slow Fact that speech itself was minus 
to pay their bills when buying time radical mreworks is figured to have 
on a commercial basis and the sta-|C°@ttibuted to its mild reception. 
tions hesitate to sue for collection. Another item was that, generally, | 

Many of the stations affiliated | Papers here editorialized on idea | 
with the Columbia network flatly | that all political sides should have 
refused to carry Browder’s speech. | "earing. Some months ago WCAU 
They substituted local programs.| W@S bombarded with protests from 
Most of them frankly stated their | #osiery workers’ union over refusal 


opposition and some of them rapped | tO broadcast a speech by member of 


the network for carrying broad. | that organization. Censorship ques- 
mindedness to extremes. Many | tion also came up several times last 
newspapers, including the Hearst | fall during political campaign, with 
group. deleted program listing from | all local stations getting some at- 
their logs. j tention. But that’s all in recent 


| 


3rowder’s actual spiel was con- | months. 


sidered very tame. It was far less! _ 
virulent than numerous political; New Orleans, March 10. 


WWL, operated by Loyola uni- 
| versity, last Thursday (5) refused 
to broudcast the speech of Farl C. 

Browder, secretary of the Com- 


talks that have been heard over the 
air during the past year. Hamilton 
Fish in his rejoinder actually paid | 
little attention to it: Fish applauded | 


i 
~ 


| speaker. 
embarrassed 





munist party 
given 15 minutes of time by the 
Columbia network in accordance 
with its policy of giving all parties 
a chance to be heard. 

Captain Arthur Pritchard, man- 
izer of WWL, said Saturday (7) 
that no Communist speech will ever 
Jesuit station 


be heard over the 


1) 


Marcl 


stations h 


Baltimore, 
of the local 
policy of full-time 
rates for any and all programs with 
n indirect, tinge of political 
anda. 
weeks ago Ad Club annual 
had Bernarr Macfadden 
WCBM aired program and 
by what happened 
(Macfadden was booed) when the 
Assn. for Defense of Constitution, 


ive 


All four 

adopted card 

a 

any, eve 
propag 

Three 


dinner 


as 


| silk-stocking club of recent vintag 


and of same kidney as Liberty 
League, had a feed here last week | 
WCBM carried proceedings at full | 


charges. Station figured Administra- 


| tion would be attacked and it was. | 


WFBR proved very amiable last | 
week, with Hope Barroll going to 
N. Y¥. to get permission to cancel a 
commercial so station could oblige 
Young Democratic Club here and 
air its dinner; but station got paid. 
WCAO carried same and on same 
arrangement, 


| 


Boston, March 10. 

John Shepard, 3rd, flatly refused 
to carry the Earl Browder speech 
from CBS. Not only for the stations 
which he personally owns but for 
the other member stations of the 
regional Yankee network whose 
policies he largely controts. Shepard 
declined to allow Browder to be 
heard. 

Shepard has been a leading spirit 
in the so-called Yankee Minute 
Men. His family also owns the 
Shepard department store here. 


WHN CAMPAIGN 





FOR AFTERNOON: 


AUDIENCE 


Coincidental with its increase to 
5,690 watts which is being cele- 
brated all this week Station WHN, 
New York, will undergo a revision 
of program schedules. Louis K. 
Sidney, general manager of the 
Loew station, wants to hypo the 
afternoon stretch particularly. Sev- 
eral ace evening revues are to be 
shifted to afternoon airing in an 
effort to rope in the biggest metro- 
politan listening audience in greater 
New York. 

With the establishment of the new 
transmitter in Astoria WHN now 
has 129 employes. Production staff 
is particularly large, including Mort 
Harris, Arthur Q. Bryan, George 





ford, Charles Windsor and three 
musical conductors, Don 
Alex Hyde and Joe Jordan plus four 


arrangers, 


Leighton and Nelson Quit 
WGY to Form Adv. Agency 








in America, who was |} 


Van Dell, George Nobbs, Gene Staf- | 


Albert, | 


New York Radio Parade . 


By Nellie Revell 


Pluperfect Sponsor Found! 

Agency radio chiefs will please read and sigh for at last the ideo| 
| radio program sponsor has been discovered. In January of 1934 Frank 
| McMahon started handling the radio program sponsored by Dills anq 
Model tobaccos, the Pick and Pat program. The program is now in its 
third year. At no time has either the sponsor or any member of hig 
office watched a rehearsal or broadcast, seen the script before airing or 
even seen the commercial plug copy. It wasn’t until a few weeks ago 
that the sponsor saw his talent at the signing of a new contract. 








Sponsor takes the attitude that his representative knows his business 
and as long as sponsor keeps hands off he is fully responsible, 

Benny Fields Draws Bonus 

Benny Fields received a check for a goodly number of dollars as a 

bonus for his signing with CBS rather than the opposition. Fields is now 

| under the personal wing of Abe Lyman and among other items has been 

offered the Socony program. However he auditioned at CBS Saturdav 

with the Lyman band playing for him even though they'll not play the 

program if Fields gets same. As the deal stands Fields will be singing 
for Chesterfield in front of the Kostelanetz.band, 

Paid Off In. Trade 

| Agency handling a number of the top names in show business was 

| approached by a band leader with a motor car sponsor program on the 

| air and asked if his clients would do guest shots on the program. Pay- 

e | off was to be in sponsor's product. Agent worried about where his 10% 


comes in? Wanted to know what he would do with a bunch of tires? 


Bettie Glenn’s Audience 
Rooms 


at the Edison hotel are equipped with radio sets mounted in 
the wall of each room. Each set can pick up only the four major out- 
lets, WEAF, WJZ, WABC and WOR. Now the hotel has a new gadget 


Bettie Glenn, the 
Four times daily, 


in operation, 
ofthe hotel. 


radio publicist, is the news commentator 
at station breaks she goes on the hotel 


network with a resume of the highlight news, notes about hotel, hap- 
penings at theatres, menus, ete. Entire spiel is under five minutes, Hits 
every room with set open. 
Short Shots 

The O. E. McIntyre program on WOR capitalizes on fact that 'tis no 
longer an amateur talent show. All talent is now paid and strictly pro- 
fessional, Talent gets a five dollar bill for each program which fee in- 
cludes three rehearsal calls....Liebert Lombardo caught himself a cold 


last Monday. A crack trumpeter was needed pronto. A hurry call was 
sent to NBC for Phil Napoleon. Phil is now a house man at NBC and 
was scheduled to do a Frank Black program, Red tape was cut and 
Phil released to hurry to CBS and play the Lombardo Esso show....Tim 
Sullivan is a member of the L. H, Hartman agency....Chester Stratton 
of the NBC Artist Service has been ill the past few weeks with a bum 
ticker....Gotham Agency has a program under way for their Gold Seal 
Piston Rings Account....Bruno Associates are no longer handling 
the Texaco publicity. Their air program, Jumbo, folds in April 

.Lester Layden resigned as secretary to Rudy Vallee, after a severe 
verbal joust, and is now connected with Ed Fishman’s Radio Orchestra 
Corp. Another change in the Vallee staff has Evelyn Langfeldt moving 
to California for a rest and Mary Asky replacing....Jack Costello, chief 
announcer at KSTP the NBC outlet in St. Paul, came to N.Y, to join the 
local NBC staff....Don Kerr is no longer on the announcing staff of 
WMCA. He is now freelancing....Barry McKinley just completed a 
| Warner short....George Snowhill and Pershing. Peterson, two young 
members of the WOR music library, have written themselves a tune, 
| “Trouble Me’....Mack Millar takes three-week vacation jaunt to Call- 
| fornia. 








Scrambled Notes 

Sterling Products ‘Melodiana’ program now heard on Sunday afternoons 
at NBC will switch to Tuesday evenings at 9:30 on WJZ on May 26th.... 
Since the strike hit town NBC has had an extra uniformed guard in the 
lobby to keep the song pluggers, etc., moving, Just taking all precau- 
tions and the guard is really polite....Eno Crime Clue program and 
NBC are doing a bit of experimenting in an attempt to discover the 
practicability of including short wave pick-ups like police launches or 
patrol cars during the regular broadcast. If set-up works out and is 
not too expensive they will be included on the program....On March 16th 
the Landt Trio and White get their first CBS commercial... They become 
‘Those Four Model Smokers, the Landt Trio and White’ on the Pick and 
Pat program for Dills....Rudy Vallee will m.c, for Benny Kruger at the 
Essex House in Newark on the 17th....Jimmy Jemail, Daily News In- 
quiring Reporter, has been replaced by Milton Kaye on the Natl Safety 
Bank program on WOR. Jimmy is miffed and preparing a legal barrage 
to protect his idea....WNEW is preparing a sales brochure....Doug 
Connah back from his Pittsburgh jaunt toting a huge scrapbook....Abe 
Lyman is building a unit to tote to Chicago for his College Inn date.... 
Signed one hot singer named ‘Tiny’ Wolfe, a 


‘ei 





275-peund Pittsburgh lad 
that no one else wanted until Abe saw, heard and signed....The Modern 
Choir has been augmented for the Ziegfeld Follies program....Perry 


| King is newest addition to the WNEW 


announcing staff, 
} 


Stand By 

Howard Petrie who received the Batton, 
Agency award for top job of announcing never did a BBDO program. 
Phil Cook and his frau journey to Bermuda for a two-week vasntion 
returning to join the Ziegfeld Follies program on the 2l1st....The Ben 
Blake office is readying to make pix of the True Story Magazine (Mac- 
fadden) program on NBC, ’Tis the ‘Court of Human Relations’ show 

-Mills Brothers booked into Baltimore in a hurry and Jack Egan 


3arton, Durstine & Osborn 





scurried down to prepare the publicity....Tommy Rockwell is going to 
Schenectady, N. Y., March 10, | Florida....Brad Barker, the sound-of-animals-imitator, now has himself 
Winslow (Tiny) Leighton, WGY’s la steady job on the ‘Renfrew of the Mounted’ script series. He provides 
first commercial manager and re- | the wolf call heard in the signature of the script....WOR special events 
cently New York State representa- | dept. is preparing a show built around the barbers in this town that 
| tive for NBC, and George R. Nel- | have shaved famous people. Will be ready to air in about two weeks and 
|son, his successor at the GE sta-| the title is ‘Once Over Lightly’ -Frank Parker has kept himself plenty 
| tion, have opened a general adver- | busy the last two weeks doing guest shots. In addition to his steady 
| tising agency in Schenectady, tak- | program for Atlantic Refining Parker has done two spots on Bernie, one 
ling with them Mrs. tosemary | each on Whiteman and Himber programs, 
Cramb, a member of the WGY staff ae ; 
| since 1922. Nemo 
| Stanley L. Spencer, who came to Guy Lombardo aggregation has been signed to return to the Roosevelt 
| WwGy last May as Nelson's assist- Grill next season....Paul Dumont in Florida....Vella Reeves, ex-NBC, 
|} ant, has been promoted to commer- | New York and Frisco, is now with the Washington, D. C., press dept, of 
| eial manager. John A. Howe, of ; NBC .The Pickens Sisters perform at the General Motors show in 
Schenectady, is an extra addition to} Pittsburgh week of March 2lst....Paul Stewart has himself a birthday 
the business department. Alice lon Friday, the 13th....Mae Murray being groomed for a spot on Vallee 
Belringer, of Amsterdam, takes| show....Life Saver program folds with the end of its current 13-week 
Mrs. Cram’s place. contract....Stoopnagle & Bud return to the air at CBS either as sus- 
Leighton and Nelson received an | tainers on Saturday the 14th or if a pending deal goes through they'll 
ethereal sendoff from WGY, pair! | be heard on a commercial now on the air on Friday the 13th....Alan 
facing the mike to tell listeners of | Courtney back at WNEW after a tussle with the grippe....'The New 
their agency plans. It is the first | England Council Program on NBC, a local show, will consist of Frank 





| agency in this: section manned ex- 
|clusively by radio-trained 
tives. 


execu- | 


| Crumit and a group known as the New Englanders... -President Atherton 
Hobler ,of Benton & Bowles and Tom Revere of ditto are back from 
var ations....Cleveland B. Chase ta Bermuda for, the rest of month. 
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Hearst's WBAL 


in Mutual Pact 


Follows WCAE, Pittsburgh, as Occasional 
Ally of Co-operative Web 


WBAL, Hearst-owned Baltimore 
station, is joining with the 
web in April as an available supple- 
mentary outlet. Fees will be card 
rates with line charges absorbed. 

Balto broadcaster is the second 
Hearst station that can be piped 
into Mutual. WCAE, Pittsburgh, al- 
ready plugs in with some regularity. 
A third Hearst outlet, WINS, New 
York, now feeds the Feenamint ‘Na- 
tional Amateur Night’ to Mutual 
and added stations, but is not con- 
sidered a Mutual affiliate nor is it 


sold as such, Singleton piece of 
feeding is an exception occasioned 


by the fact that WOR had another 
show interfering with its origination 
duties. 

WBAL is an NBC Blue outlet. 


FLORIDA TOWN 
GA-GA OVER 
SALUTE 


St. Petersburg, Fla., March 19. 
How web programs that ‘salute’ 
various cities stimulate local pride 
will be illustrated here tomorrow 
eve (Thursday) in connection with 
the Maxwell House Showboat 
stanza. Coffee crowd is saluting 
this burg, so everybody's getting on 
the civic bandwagon. And that goes 
especially for WSUN, which hap- 
pens to be owned by the chamber 
of commerce. 
They’re hiring a 
showboat, the ‘Moonglow,’ to chug 
up to the Million Dollar Pier. Guests 
can come aboard and imbibe dough- 
nuts and coffee (Maxwell House). 
Station already is up to its ears in 
requests for ducats of admission. 
Later the ‘Moonglow’ will take a 
gail on the bay with chamber of 
commerce, Maxwell, and WSUN 
officials aboard for the joyride. 


NAOMI BENGSTON IN 
COURT FOR DIVORCE 


Denver, March 10. 

Mrs. Naomi Bengston, widow of 
the founder of radio station KLZ 
here (Dr. Wm. J. Reynolds), has 
sued for divorce from Elmer L. 
Bengston, to whom she was married 
in Kansas City on Feb. 23, 1933. 
Mrs. Bengston charges mental 
cruelty. She asks restoration of her 
former name, Reynolds. 

Bengstons married when both 
were connected with the _ station. 
Some months ago Mrs. Bengston 
sold her widow’s interest in KLZ 
and moved to California. She is 
suing for divorce in district court in 
Denver. Mrs. Bengston was for- 
merly manager and program di- 
rector of KLZ. 











Ralph Atlass Takes WIND 
From Free & Sleininger 


Chicago, March 10. 
Ralph Atlass is splitting up the 
representation of his two Chicago- 
coverage stations, WJJDand WIND. 
Has served notice of Free & 
Sleininger of the cancelling of the 
F. & 8S, representation for WIND. 
F. & S. will retain national gales 
jcb for WJJD. 





James Willson Better 
New Orleans, March 10. 
James Willson, program @irector 
and announcer of WWL, who was 
severely injured in a recent auto- 
mobile accident in which Kissie 
Howell, station artist, was killed, 


has been removed to his home here. 
Still unable to see visitors. 


Mutual | 





Smith Ballew on Shell 


Hollywood, March 10. 





Smith Ballew, orchestra leader 
and warbler, takes over the m.c.’ing 
of Shell Chateau after Al Jolson 


quits April 4 for 13 weeks. Ballew’s 
crew is playing the Cafe de Paris, 
local nitery. 

Jolson is laying off until fall. 








flesh and blood | 


Dept. Stores Share Hour 
Of Styles, Name Music, 
Nellie Revell Spieling 


Cooperative department 
consisting of prominent mercantile 
establishments in New York, Chi- 
cago, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, and 
Boston will broadcast a series of 
one hour morning programs over 
the Mutual network starting March 
19. Program will have a different 
name dance orchestra each week 
plus a style expert provided by the 
various magazines devoted to that 
subject. 

Only permanent talent on the pro- 
gram is Nellie Revell. She wiil pre- 
sent interviews along the l:nes she 
has handled for NBC. First for 
Nellie is Gladys Swarthout. 

Ben Bernie, Wayne King and Ake 
Lyman are among the name or- 
chestras thus far contracted. Pro- 
gram is a brain child of Ben Rocke, 
who is conceiver, seller and pyro- 
ducer. 


stores, 


100% COMMERCIAL 
15 Minutes of Straight Selling on 
WMCA, New York 


Old style straight commercial 
broadcast, with sdles chatter mak- 
ing up entire 15-minute program, is 
reported getting results on WMCA, 
New York. It is the Bronx Buick 
used car company that airs every 
Saturday afternoon between 2:30 to 
2:45 o'clock, 

Two announcers keep up a con- 
|tinuous rapid-fire sales talk, dis- 
cussing technical details of used 
automobiles, prices and other fac- 
tors. While many were skeptical of 
program's success, results have been 
obtained. Bess & Scehillin, Inc., is 
agency. 


a re Si 


CBS PIPES $10,000 SHOW 
EAST FROM HOLLYWOOD 


Hollywood, March 10, 
One of most pretentious commer- 
cial auditions to go east from here 
was piped yesterday (Monday) over 
CBS. Raymond Paige batoned an 
orchestra of 130 pieces and 25 vocal- 


ists. Program was written and pro- 
duced by Charles Vanda and is 
budgeted around $10,000 for an 


hour’s show. 

Program, called ‘Music for the 
Masses,’ runs the gamut of pops, 
classics and novelty orchestrations. 


New York reports elaberate Coast 
show as probably intended for 
Lucky Strikes. 


Bob Tonge at KGVO 


Missoula, Mont., March 10. 
KGVO has named Bob Tonge as 
its new director of production. Used 
to he with KFI, Los Angeles, 





son is director of public relations. 





Rachael Moore’s Job 


Rachael Moore, formerly in con- 
tinuity department at WINS, New 
York, has been named assistant 
program director at Bess & Schillin 
agency. She will be first aid to 
Walter Kelly, program chief. 

Miss Moore has been with WFBL 
ang WSYR, Syracuse. 9 
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NETWORK FROWNS Mirs. Melrose, WJAY, Initiates Regional 


DEEPEN ON MBS 


Growing Number of Stations 
With Outside Affiliations 
Displeases NBC and CBS 
—NBC May Deliver UI- 
timatum Soon 


CARD RATES 
Divided 


which a 


loyalty, in 
nominally an af- 
filiate of either NBC or CBS, joins 
another network threatens to grow 
into a problem, It all started when 
WLW, Cincinnati, aggressively de- 
termined to gain fuller financial re- 
wards for itself, became the nub of 


the situation 


station 


the cooperative Mutual network 
which actively competed for ac- 
counts with NBC, of which WLW 


Was and is a member albeit a pre- 
mium station. 
Next major instance of divided 
loyalty came with WNAC, Boston, 
erstwhile link on the Mutual hook- 
up while simultaneously allied with 
Columbia. As NBC could not or did 
not ‘act in the case of WLW the 
Boston situation, long ticklish, pre- 
vented Columbia from _ stopping 
WNAC. So with two. successful 
precedents of a kind that are hard 
to alibi other stations seem increas- 
ingly minded to make deals that 
annoy both CBS and NBC. 
Formation of regional networks 
composed of stations with attach- 
ments to the two major webs is 
also not welcomed by NBC and 
CBS. In the beginning such re- 
gionals are confined to time which 
belong to the local stations but a 
conflict of interest is seen as 


(Continued on page 45) 





PRALL OKAYED; 
PAYNE'S FATE 
UP NEXT 


Washington, March 10. 

Anning S. Prall was renamed by 
President Roosevelt to position as 
chairman of Federal Communica- 
tions Commission last week. Term 
is for one year, expiring March 
11, 1937. Prall has six more years 
to serve as member of the Commish, 
however. 

White House announcement was 
interpreted in broadcasting circles 
as evidence President Roosevelt is 
not moved by political criticism of 
F.C.C. activities and is satisfied 
with conduct of broadcasting af- 
fairs under Prall’s supervision. 

With Prall’s reappointment out of 
the way, political wire-pulling in 
Commish neighborhood started over 
the future of Commissioner George 
Henry Payne, whose. sharp speeches 
have attracted much attention and 
whose frequent criticism of Prall 
regime has been sensational. 





Opponents of Payne are urging 
President Roosevelt to pick a West- 
erner for the birth which he will 


vacate in June while his political 
of recommendations that he be 
given a second term. Intensive tug 
of war for President's favor is in 
prospect. 


PROGRAMS FOR SALE 


On Page 45 of. this Week's 
Issue appears a New Classified 
Advertising Section For The 
Benefit of Advertising Agen- 
cles and Sponsors Interested 
in what Local Stations have to 
offer. 

















dis- | 


buddies launched a counter-barrage | 








Dorothy MeNulty, 


Stage 


Spencer Bentley’s ‘Tophatter’ drama 
review programs on WNEW, New 
York. She will play the role of 
Judy, the Tophatter’s companion on 
his theatre trips. 

Miss McNulty, who has been with 
MGM for two years, made her radio 
debut in Los Angeles with Raymond 
Paige’s band. On the stage she ap- 
peared in ‘Good News,’ ‘Sky High,’ 
‘Follow Through’ and other musical 
comedies, 








WQAN, Scranton, Asks, 
Gets Permission to Curiail 


Hours Due to WB-ASCAP 


Washington, March 10, 

Initial instance of a _ broadcast 
station having to curtail hours be- 
cause of the existing copyright 
muddle, popped up last week when 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission extended special authority 
to a 250-watt transmitter to cut its 
time below a required minimum 
pending the outcome of renewal of 
an Ascap contract. 

Station which is limping along, 
sans music, until the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers can compose its contract 
difficulties, is WQAN, Scranton, Pa.., 
which has been allowed 30 days to 
operate on shorter hours. 


BYRON QUITS ESTY 


Walks as He’s Given an Associate, 
Sam Moore, ex- Thompsonite 





Edward A. Byron last week hand- 
ed in his resignation as radio di- 
rector of William Esty & Co. 
Byron decided to walk after Sam 
Moore, formerly scriptist for J. 
Walter Thompson on the west coast, 
had been brought in to work with 
him. Nothing had previously been 
said to Byron about Moore joining 
Esty. Moore had been retained at 
the suggestion of another ex- 
Thompson man who is now with 
Esty, Stanley Holt. 

Byron came to the Esty agency 
three years ago. Before that he was 
on the production staff of WLW, 
Cincinnati. 


MUTUAL TAKES ONE 
AWAY FROM COLUMBIA 


Chicago, March 10. 

Wayne King orchestra and Lady 
Esther cosmetics inaugurate a 
Mutual system show on April 26 for 
a regular Sunday evening program 
at 6:30-7, This Sunday show re- 
places the program formerly allotted 
to Columbia. 

Program will take the regular 
Mutual hook-up with the exception 





of WOR in Newark and will also 
add Pittsburgh, Baltimore and 


Philadelphia. 











Pittsburgh, March 10. 
Brian MeDonald has returned to 
| Pittsburgh to take over Wilkins 


jewelry-sponsored amateur show on 


gives Jack Craddock post of sports 
announcer on WWSW. He succeeds 


Armstrong switching to another 
| station for a two-man commercial 
| With Pat Haley. A native Pitts- 
| burgher, McDonald was first sta- 
| tion manager WJAS had more than 
| 10 years ago. 

| Another local air replacement 
| 





sistant sports announcer at 
! Cincinnatt!. 


| WJAS every Sunday afternoon. Ile | 
| replaces Bernie Armstrong, who's 
| had the program tor severai months, 
| 


Dorothy McNulty on Air | 


| held last week by four stations un- 

] 
and | 
screen actress, has been spotted on| 


Brian McDonald at WJAS | 





‘Ohio Foursome Offers 15 Minutes Seven 
| Days a Week for $695 


Formation of a regional Ohio net- 
work has resulted from a powwow 


der the leadership of Edythe Fern 
Melrose, general manager of 
WJAY, Cleveland independent. In 


addition to WJAY, are WSPD, To- 
ledo, operating at 2,500 and 1,000 
watts and affiliated with CBS; 
WKBN, Youngstown, 500 watts and 
a CBS affiliate; and WBNS, Colum- 
bus, 1,000 and 500 watts, and also a 
CBS station. A fifth station is con- 
templated for Cincinnati, but 
deal has been set as yet. 

Mrs. Melrose will act as general 
manager of the web, and Aerial 
Publicizing has been made its rep. 
So far operations of the hookup 
eal] for only one hour per day be- 
tween 6:30 and 7:30 a.m. Pending 
an increase in schedule, rates have 
not been stabilized. Current tenta- 
tive quotations are $695 for 15 min- 
utes seven days a week, over all 
four stations. 

Consolidation of such a web has 
been discussed for some time in 
Ohio radio circles as a means of fa- 
cilitating a stronger sales job by lo- 
cal stations against WLW, Cincin- 
nati super broadcaster. New web is 
now eyeing WKRC, 
1,000-watter (CBS), as a fifth part- 
ner, but to date there’s been no fina] 
deal, 


Kate Smith A&P 
Record All-Star 
Show Opp. Bowes 


Hour program which the A & P 
Stores is staging on CBS this Sun- 
day night (15) opposite Chase & 
Sanborn coffee’s Major Bowes stanza 
may be repeated at irregular inter- 
vals. Cast for the initial event will 
have Kate Smith as m.c. and will 
include Ray Noble, Block and Sully, 
Bob Burns, Eva LeGallienne, Doc 
Rockwell, Dick Powell, Harry Reser, 
James Melton, Raymond Paige, A & 
P Gypsies, Romany Singers, Ted 
Husing and the ‘Rise of the Gold- 
bergs’ troupe. 

Show will mark the opening of 
Kate Smith Week in the A & P 
stores and find one brand of coffee 
being plugged against other on 2 
parallel hookup. With few excep- 
tions, A & P’s guest talent has been 
recruited from programs that have 
grocery product affiliations, but 
most of it is being paid for. Three 
of the acts, Burns, Powell and 
Paige, will originate from Holly- 
wood, 


STATION SCOUTS HOME 
TALENT PRODUCTIONS 


Charlotte, N. C., March 10. 
WBT is going after talent in odd 
corners. Station is making it 
known that it will welcome invita- 


no 




















tions from those staging local- 
talent shows, amateur contests, 
school and community enfertain- 


ments, and the like for a WBT rep- 
resentative to be on hand as a 
judge, to present prizes, or just as 
a spectator in the audience, 

In the past the station has heeded 
few such requests. Now they plan 
make all such amateur shows, 
with the hope of finding there 
something that the station can use. 


to 





Kendricks to New York 
Chicago, March 19. 
Kendricks, who has been in 
of the local World broad- 
studios here for the past 


@. 4a 
charge 
casting 


| couple of years, joins the New York 


Al Helfer, recently appointed as- | 
WLW, | Read Wight, who has been World's 


office shortly. 
Top desk here will be handled by 


} key salesman locally. 








Cincinnati’ 


q 


Sg 


woecens~ 
SPIT F 


SF Nida 77S 
































































36 VARIETY RADIO Wednesday, March 11, 193¢ 
ee aa remerccaenten ena een 
eee, See tee ret 7 





























































































































Lionel! Barrymore SUN OIL 10-W-WABC Sally Singer Lester Jay Mrytle Vall 
Jimmy Dykes 6:45-Dally Except (Palmolive Shave) Jerry Cooper Joyce Walsh nna Damere} 
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"B. B. D. & oO, Forrest Lewis ‘Vanished Voices’ 


*Brown & Torcher 

































































































































































. . ‘ 6B, . ; Ore throughout ‘Painted Dp ° Ralph Schoo! 
Jane Ace Loretta Clemens KRAFT-PHENIX PRINCESS PAT Vic Smith Clyde North, Au, lewott. Fraps ‘reams « nan 
Mary Honter *Rothrauf @ Ryan 10-Th- WEAF 9:30-M-waz STAND. BRANDs | p00 McGilien Bennett Kilpack “Newell parened ay oe. Ann woqerett 
Helen Spring ELGIN WATCH Bing Crosby ‘A Tale of Today’ 8-Su- WEAF *Blackett Frank Novak's Orc mec: CARPET Alice Hill. Jefr Sparks” , 
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one yr Charles Laveer Walter Wicker ae P (Old English Fy Gertrude Berg *Lord & Thomas ? wane 5* and Production, 
Master Singers Bess Johnson SHELL oor} James R. Waters G. KRUEGER 'N ’ Kell h i 
COOK & son Emery D’Arcy {rene Wicker (Petroleu ) Fri-?- — Everett Sloane (Beer & Ale) L die ge uth “eee g ted as a field tech- 
Men Pe |G. Mareen Ore Luey Giliman 9:30-Sa-WEAg Lazy Dea WAR Rosen sever Kren Th-Wane | jac44'° Kei ** | nician in 1926 en aecame an an- 
- e od é s a . tos ‘ . 4 
an From Cook's Needham, L. & B. fred Von Amon Al Jolson Minstre} Man’ Richara “cists 2m wroager — shel Blume — pe been doing sales shell 
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| FCC's Washington Docket 


Grants and Applications 


Washington, March 10. 
Hammond, Ind., request for 
kw (Examiner R, L. Walker 





Hammond-Calumet Broadcasting company, 
daytime station to operate on 1480 ke with 5 
turned thumbs down) drew an F. C, C. denial, Golden Empire Broad- 
casting Company, Redding, Calif., was told to go ahead with construc- 
tion of new station to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts, Broadcast 
Division upholding Examiner M. H. Dalberg. 

Station WILL, Urbana, Ill., will switch frequency from 890 to 580 ke, 
and change hours of operation from sharing with KUSD, Vermillion, 
§. Dak., and KF NF, Shenandoah, IJa., to daytimes, commish sustaining 
Examiner P. W. Seward. Station will continue to use 1 kw. 

Seward’s advocacy of Special Experimental Authorization for KADA, 
Ada, Okla., to operate unlimited time, was turned down by the commis- 
sion. Transmitter will continue daytime operation on 1200 ke with 100 
watts. 

Contrary to the recommendation of Examiner J, P. Bramhall, 
Wolf Point, Mont., was denied permission to change frequency from 1310 
to 1450 ke, power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, to 1 kw 
and change from specified to unlimited time. 

Five juice jumps were okayed by the commission for 
transmitters: KF PY, Spokane, Wash., will increase power 
times to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, operating on 890 kc; WSPD, Toledo, O., 
now operating on 1340 ke with 1 kw nights, 2144 kw days, will receive day- 
time boost to 5 kw; WHBU, Anderson, Ind., will jump day power to 250 
watts, from present assignment of 100 watts unlimited; WFBM, Indian- 
apolis station operating on 1250 ke with 1 kw unlimited, will increase 
day power to 5 kw and WJBC, Bloomington, Ill, received permission to 
change from 100 watts unlimited to 250 waits days, sharing time on 1200 
ke with WJBL, Decatur, Il. 

License of WEDC, Chicago, was renewed for present assignment of 
1210 ke with 100 watts, commish sustaining Examiner R, H. Hyde, 

Evangelistic group, operating KFSG, Los Angeles, received permission 
to jump daytime power from 1 kw to 2% kw, using transmitter of KRKD, 
Los Angeles. Station operates on 1120 ke, using 500 watts nights and 
sharing with KRKD. 

The following applications were referred to examiners: 

Station KRNT, Des Moines, la., increase power from 500 watts nights, 
1 kw days, to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, and install directional antenna; 
WAWZ, Zarephath, N. J., power jump from 500 watst nights, 1 kw days, 
to 1 kw day and night; WOL, Washington, D. C., frequency change from 
1310 to 1230 and power increase from 100 watts to 1 kw; Auburn Pub- 
lishing Company, Auburn, N. Y., new station to be operated on 1420 ke 
with 100 watts; Jefferson Broadcasting Company, Birmingham, Ala., new 
station to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days; 
W. I. S. E. Broadcasting Company, St. Paul, Minn., new station to be 
operated on 630 ke, 250 watts, requesting facilities KGDE, Fergus Falls, 


KGCX, 
boost 


the following 
from 1 kw all 


Minn.; Saginaw Broadcasting Company, Saginaw, Mich., new station to 
be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days; KUG, 
Walla Walla, Wash., change frequency from 1370 to 1250 kc, increase 
power from 100 watts to 250 watts; C. W. Snider, Wichita Falls, Tex., 


new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts, 
: ? 
Examiners’ Reports 


Smallie for St. Augustine, Fla. was advocated by Examiner R. H. 
Hyde, who found a lack of broadcast facilities in the area proposed to be 
served and gave the nod to Walter B, Fraser, mayor of the town, to erect 
a station on 1210 ke. 

Application was made in the name of Fraser’s Fountain of Youth 
Properties, Inc., an organization ‘to maintain and operate properties of 
historical interest and association, and in connection therewith places of 
entertainment, diversion and amusement.’ Station will supplement Mayor 
Fraser's show-place, which includes alleged landing place of Ponce de 
Leon and the spring which, according to legend, bestowed eternal youth 
upon drinkers. 

Fraser committed himself against any station policy ‘that would over- 
emphasize or continually ‘hammer’ on the private interests of the ap- 
plicant,’ but will add broadcasting to his activities as proprietor of the 
youth fountain, the park, a museum and an Indian burying ground. 

Daytime station for New London, Conn., looks likely, with Examiner 
Ralph L. Walker recommending to the commish granting of the applica- 
tion of the Thames Broadcasting company for a smallie to be operated, 
days only, on 1500 ke. 

Transmitter proposes to use local talent and a limited amount of 
canned music.and suggests a ‘Little Theatre-of-the-Air’ based on high- 
brow Cambridge History of Literature. 

Slight interference with WMEX, Chelsea, Mass., station provided only 
possible stumbling-block in the way of the application, but Examiner 
Walker concluded that granting of Thames company’s request was un- 
likely to adversely affect WMEX’s interests. 


CORN BELT EXPLAINS 
ITS MODUS OPERAND! 


Davenport, Ia., March 10. 
Corn Belt network placed in op- 





14-HR. DAY FOR SPIELERS 


WBT Adds Another Announcer to 
Spread Work 








Charlotte, N. C., Marck 10, 
WRBT has added a new announcer 
to the staff, making a total of five, 


: who devote their full time to an- 
eration in Iowa and surrounding - 2 - 

. ect cn 4 nouncing. The new man is Arthur 

territory this week is a re-broad- L. Whiteside from WMAZ, Macon, 





cast of longwave program from |g, 

WHO, 50,000-watter, in Des Moines, Recently, Manager Bill Schudt 

It is not a pick-up of shortwave. found that his announcers were 
Clark Luther, manager of WOC, | working 14 hours some days. Hence 

Davenport, explains how station |the new man. 

picks up WHO service: ‘We main- Ce ee 


tain very elaborate reception equip- | 
ment located at a remote control | 
point at the edge of the city. We] 
pick up the WHO signal exactly as 

broadcast and pipe it 


Marion Talley’s Acc’t 
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NEW YORK CITY 


Canvass Focuses Attention 
on Old Question: ‘Does It 
Pay the Performer to 
Gamble’—Both Sides 
Cling to Convictions 


EXAMPLES CITED 


Some 90 odd artists, who were 


considered primarily sustaining 


talent, attracted 
of 
portance in the metropolitan New 
York area during the past 12 
months. Canvass of the situation 
again focuses attention on the old 
question—is the sustaining routine 
actually a help to talent or is it 
merely a frolic for glory alone? 

Program department officials 
usually assert that if a person has 
inherent talent but no reputation, 
sustaining is a showcase opportun- 
ity of getting into commercial 
(salary class) radio. Striving to 
land a sponsored program without 
benefit of this entree is called re- 
mote and difficult. 

Against this view is the attitude 
of many artists who hold that an 


program com- 


mercial sponsorship some im- 


accomplished performer merely 
squanders material on sustaining 


broadcasts. They feel that better 
results are obtained by employing 
their own agent who contacts ad- 
vertising agencies directly. This 
contention on part of radio per- 
formers is partially backed up by 
the usual attitude of ad agencies 
which usually in New York at least 
prefer to engage talent without 
benefit of station suggestion or ‘in- 
terference.’ 
Pros and Cons 

Apart from the mob of gate- 
crashers and home talent volunteers, 
experienced performers believe their 
chances of grabbing a commercial 
broadcast are slim even if the sta- 
tion’s sales department really at- 
tempts to sell them as there are so 
many others in the same category 
and ahead of them to be sold that 
confusion is pronounced. There is 
a feeling, also, that the talent that 
is sold from sustainers doesn’t al- 
ways get as good a coin break as an 
outsider would. 

NEC, which claimed a list of 500 
names for its artist bureau, set 38 
artists on commercial programs last 
year. This figure includes some who 
are generally considered as com- 
mercially sponsored talent’ but 
dropped into sustaining classifica- 
tion in the past year. The total 
does not account for duos, trios, 
quartets or bands nor well known 
teams but lists them as single 
artists. 

Columbia accredited with about 
70 names on file at its N. Y. bureau, 
spotted 13 on sponsored broadcasts 
while WOR reported eight who 
climbed into commercial classifica- 
tion. Last named station has 50 
artists in its bureau files. 

No attempt made in list to dis- 
tinguish whether or not the artist 
was rated a newcomer to airwaves 
though effort was made to dis- 
tinguish between new sustaining 
talent and the commercially in- 
clined talent dropped back tem- 
porarily into sustaining group. 

Typical example is team of Breen 
and De Rose, vets at NBC, 
attracted Humphries Medicine as 
sponsor in 1935. This terminated a 
hunt of many years for a com- 
mercial during most of which time 
team was on NBC sustaining 


which | 


List of artiscs, primariiy ciassified | 
as sustaining performers, who got | 
on sponsored programs in last 12 | 
| months as reported to Variety by 
the various broadcasters is as 
follows:— 


| 


erp <eeliase peared Marion Talley is pacted for a | 
mitter by means of a special noise- mart ere a a At . 
free transmission cable.’ | Fame matic migae o- gr: pases = 
| Ralston-Purina starting April 3 
: aro ea |from Hollywood. She'll be heard | 
Nate Caldwell. ere lweekly on Friday nights at 10:30] 
Chicago, March 3 p. m. fora Begonias hour period, with 
Nate Caldwell is leaving the radio ymp! * orchestr: 
department of Roche, Williams & Ry-Krisp is the product to be 
Cunnyngham on March 15. plugged. Gardner agency is hand- 
Understood connecting with NBC | ling. Series will originate on the 
here, i Coast for airing over WEAI’. 


NATIONAL B’CASTING co. 


R ys Wendell Hall and in 
sisters— t ' tch 
Eva Taylor to General Foods Show Poat 


Bob Crosby to Roger & Ga et 
Gloria LaVay to General Ele 
vde Lucas “band and Charlie Leland to 
Life Savers 
Kaltermever's Kindergarten (entire 
to Quaker Oats, 


| 
i 


STATION 
Howard Delaney to Frank Dailey orches- | 
ra (CDS). 

Dolly Dawn (also on WAAT) to Borden's 
WOR and to George Ha!!'s orchestra (CBS). 
Kathleen Wells to General Foods’ Show 

| boat (NBC). 
STATION WBNX 
Smitty ec t Alex Smith Radi 
Shop (WBNX 
Livia Chill nae Sophie Kemper to Con 
~ dated Gas (WHNX) 
Terry Long to bea r (WBNX 
Murray and E n Deu h ) 
WOR) 
ii i outside « , 
to }t mn & Ma r | ‘ 
\ ore lu M » Hie r 
rm I j F 
I uu H Zz ‘ 
WIP Boosts Rates 
Philadelphia, March 10. 


upped 





Indie Broadcasters Warned 
Against Rate Irregularities: 


Must Protect Own Sales 


oo — 





Al Pearce and his gang (whole cast) to 
Pepsodent. 
Morton Bowe to Rest Foods and Nueccoa. 


Howard Price to A. & P. Gypsies. 

Marian and Jim Jordan to Johnson Floor 
Wax. 

Mario Cozzi to Molle. 

Landt Trio & White to Omega. 

Lucille Manners to Cities Service, 

Kings Guards to Haynes Aspirin. 

Martha Mears to Colgate. 

The Charioteers to Haynes Aspi-rub. 


Lucy Monroe to Sterling Products. 

Jack Berch to Cox Gelatin. 

Jack and Loretta Clemens to Delaware 
& Lackawanna Coal Co. 

Lew White to Benjamin Moore Paint. 

Gabriel Heatter to Scott & Bowne, 

The Norsemen Quartet to Esso, 

Walter Preston to Swift. 

The Westerners to Maxwell House. 


Jimmy Dorsey orchestra to Kraft-Phenix. 

Sustaining artists better known for spon- 
sored program work who again joined com- 
mercial liste: Edwin C. Hill to Remington- 
Rand; John Young to Ed Wynn’s Plymouth 
Hour; Frank Black’s band to RCA; Breen 
& De Rosa to Humphries Medicine; Al and 
Lee Reiser to Lipton Tea; Morton Downey 
as m.c. on Bourjois Sales, Inc., and Jane 
Pickens to Texaco. 


COLUMBIA B’CASTING SYST. 


Clyde Barrie to Maxwell House Show- 
boat.* 
Cooper to Pompeian and Krueger 

Mary Eastman to Packard. 

Eton Boys to United Cigar stores, 

Tito Guizar to Brillo. 

Loretta Lee to United Cigar and Lucky 
Strike, 

Virginia Verril to Socony. 

Johnoy Green band to Oldsmobile, 

Red Nichols orchestra to Kellogg. 





Raymond Paige. formerly sustaining for 
Carlifornia Melodies, to Campbell's Holly- 
wood hotel, 

*A NBC program. 

Sustaining ariist better -known for spon- 
sored program work who again joined 
commercial lists: Alexander Woollcoit to 
Cream of Wheat; Andred Kostelanetz or- 
chestra to Pontiac and Chesterfield, and 
Col. Stoopnagle and Budd to Procter & 


Gamble and Fred Waring's Ford broadcast. 


STATION WOR 
Three Rhythm Girls to Harvester 
Elinor Sherry to Vim (WOR). 
Charioteers quartet to Aspirub (NBC). 


(CBS). 


Allie Lowe Miles to Acme White Lead 
(WOR). 

Gabriel Heatter to Scott's Emulsion 
(WOR) 

Home Town Boys to Eastern Nu-Enamel 
Co. (WOR), 

Sid Gary te Socony (CBS). 

Alonzo Deen Cole, author-producer and 


star of ‘Witches Tale,’ on WOR commerci- 
ally after several years as sustainer. 


STATION WNEW 


Helen Forrest to Blue Velvet (CBS). 
Patti Chapin to Atlantic Family and 
Palmolive Soap (both CBS). 

Van Heflin to Fischer Baking's Junior 
G-Men, 

Placed outside of radio: 
Chorus Girl's prize 
Eddies, 


Terry Lawlor, 
winner, to Leon & 


STATION WMCA 


Peggy Mann to Henry Halstead’s band 
(CBS). 

Alabama Three, 
(CBS). 

John McKeever 
tra (CBS). 

Arthur Lewis 
(NBC). 

Jimmy Ray to ao 
Waldorf-Astoria (NBC 
Placed outside of aad o: Claire Carrol), 
balladist, signed for Paramount pictures, 


STATION WINS 
Howard Price to A. & P. Gypsies (NBC). 
Jack Douglas, on Douglas’ Relatives pro- 
gram to Camel's Caravan (CBS), 
STATION WHN 
Don Albert to Elmo. 
Sam Taub to Adam Hats, 
Jay Flippen to Schenley 
nesia, 
— De Haes to British Broadcasting 


Biltmore hotel band 


to George Hall's orches- 
to Emil Coleman's band 


Cugat orchestra, 


Phillips Mag- 


Radie Harris to Mulsified Shampoo, Hol- 
land. 
Ross McLean to Mulsified Shampoo. 
Ward Wilson to Life Saver program 
(NBC). 
Bud Rainey to Adam Hat, 
Tom Barry to Elmo Cosmetics (WHN). 
Alex Hyde to Larneys. 
Joe Martin to Barneys. 
Nancy Clancy to MeCror 
Dick Newton to Carisbas 


WHOM 


y's etores. 


Entire rate WIP will be 


card of 


effective April 1. General 
average rise is about 25 percent 
Basic hourly rate goes from $150 


to $187.50, 


' staff, 
| 


rg. 


Allen, WLVA, Lynch- 
in his capacity as president of 
the National Independent Broad- 
casters, is readying a letter to send 
to his some 110 members this week 
anent commission payments and 
station rates. Both matters have 
become increasingly important 
within the past few weeks, and offi- 
cial feeling now is that unless de- 
cisive steps are taken immediately 


Edward A. 
burg, 


there’s going to be rough going in 
the future, Allen consequently 


wants to impress that the O’Shaugh- 
nessy office in New York is the only 
one entitled to rep payment on 
N.LB. accounts; also that the N.I.B. 
rates apply only to placement of 
campaigns through the N.LB. and 
are not to be used as local station 
rates, 

Matter was recently brought to a 
head when a spot placement outfit 
wrote some of the N.LB. stations 
asking why it wasn’t entitled to the 
N.LB. rates instead of the indi- 
vidual station rates (which are 
considerably higher). Stations thus 
queried have asked Allen and 
O’Shaughnessy what to do. Official 
answer is that N.ILB. rates apply 
only when the biz is placed through 
the N.LB.’s rep (O'Shaughnessy). 
On biz coming in from outside the 
stations are asked to charge their 
own card rates, 

Self -Sabotage 

Allen’s plea is strong in stating 
that unless the members live up to 
their card rate structure on all out- 
side national stuff they will be 
sabotaging their own organization, 

Letter also hints that the N.LB. 
should pay no rep commission to 
anybody except O’Shaughnessy on 
biz that gets N.ILB. placement and 
rates. This is viewed as being a 
direct stand on whether or not 
transcription companies can claim 
a percentage on businegs cut and 
issued by them to the N.LB. na- 
tional offices. Allen here again 
strongly states that uniess all mem- 
bers agree on cutting out commis- 
sions of this type, distressing re- 
sults will ensue. 

Another matter now completed 
and incorporated into the letter is 


the discount structure. Is as fol- 
lows: 
Current national rates on all 


orders placed through N.I.B. for less 
than five stations. From five to 


nine stations, inclusive, brings a 5% 
discount; from 10 to 19, 10%; from 


20 to 29, 12%; from 
ifrom 40 to 49, 15%; 
16%; from 75 to 99, 
100 to all over, 20%. 


COMMERSH DEVELOPS 
TYROS FOR ANOTHER 


Winners of an amateur program 
sponsored by one advertiser will be 
rewarded by paid engagements on 
the program of another advertiser. 
This situation arises at WHN, New 
York. 

Station's 
|gram now 
| Milk of Magnesia 
talent to 
Loft candy 
lcalle d ‘Stars of 

(harles Stark, of 
sold the Loft 


30 to 39, 14% 
from 50 to 74, 
18%, and from 





pioneer amateur 
bankrolled by 
will 
subsequently 


pro- 
Phillips 
produce the 
appear for 
Program is 
Tomorrow.’ 

WiiN's 
program direct. 





stores, 


sales 


Marketing Society Merger 
Goes to Referendum 


American Marketing Society may 
fo in for a merger, At a meeting of 
the group last Friday (6) it was 
decided to put to a mail referendum 


among the membership the 
tion of consolidating with 
tional Association of Ts 
Marketing. 

Ad\ 
think 


ope 


proposi- 
Na- 
of 


the 
achers 
ocates of the merger idea 
that together the outfits could 
more efficiently and avoid a 
‘lot of duplication of activities, 


rate 
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BIG BUSINESS INTERESTED IN SELLING ITS 
MESSAGE TO THE SOUTHWEST, AND CON. 
CESSIONAIRES, who operate on a legitimate basis, 
are invited to contact Mr. Rose at the Sinclair Build- 
ing, Fort Worth, Texas. 
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TELEVISIONS DREAM DOLL 








| MAB'S January Business Analysis 








Washington, March 10. 
Broadeasting industry 
for another re 


January 


appears 
headed 
business re- 


I 


strength of 
showing a substantial gain 


1935 de- 


ports 


over the same month of 


spite usual mid-winter slump. 


Total broadcast advertising vol 
ume in January amounted to $8,0335,- 
160, National Association of Broad- 
easters reported last week. Gross 
was 7.9% lower than Decembe!1 
drop being slightly more than sea- 
sonal in certain lines, but the in- 
dustry’s take still was 8.7% greater 
than the opening month last year. 

Trends were spotty, N.A.B. an- 


alyzers noted, with all classes of 


business dropping off. Biggest slump 


in dollars occurred in local field, 
where take was down $334,840 be- 
low December to a level of 
$1,572,760. 

National web business fell off 


$253,885 to total of $4,470,560; region- 
al nets dipped $31,831 to a figure of 
$95,310, and national non-chain ad 
vertising was down $80,640 to a 
figure of $1,626,500. 

The biggest fall 
curred in the regional network field, 
which was down 25.1%. Other 


percentage oc- 


de- 


clines were: locals, 21.3; national 
chains, 4.1; and natienal 


4.7% 

Compared to 
receipts were 
64.5; national 
local, 13.1%. 

Despite the $80,000 drop from the 
December gross, January non-web 
business showed virtually all classes 


} 


1935, web 


regionals 


January, 
up 0.6, 


the preceding 
creases in 
beverage, 

and 
with 


in- 
noted in 
tobacco, 


year. Important 
outlays were 
confectionary, 
soap-kitchen 
only 


goods 
important de 


aceaunts, 


clines in 


, gasoline—accessories 


ord year, on | 


non-net, | 


|] 
of sponsors spent more coin than in |} 


lof 


and financial 


| advertising. 
| 


Transcriptians Up 


Transcriptions were the only pr« 
gram type showing a gain betwee) 
December and January in the non- 
network field. .Also showing the 
greatest advance over 1935, dise pro- 


| grams brought in $789,460, a pick-up 


ol a little less than $9,000 


Talent « 


over the 
month. xpenditures 
Which were 22.5% greater 
January, 1935, dipped nearly 
000 to a figure of $1,626,979. 
Non-chain business down in 
every section of the country, Jan- 
uary figures being roughly 10% less 
than with the biggest 
slump in the Mountain and Pacific 
Coast region 


than in 


$250,- 


was 


December 


where receipts Were 
16.5% less than the month before. 
Income from non-web accounts in 
| the New England Middle Atlantic 
area slumped about $75,000; Seuth 
Atlantic—South Central area was 
down approximately $80,000; North 
Central area was off around $14),- 
000, and Pacific—Mountain area 
dove $215,000, 


VACATIONS FOR COMICS 


| 
Jack Benny and Fred Allen Relax 


in June for 13 Weeks 


| Both Jack Benny and Fred Allen | 
i Vill 
non-chain, 32.3, an ¢} 


take a 13-week vacation from 
heir respective air shows in June. 
Spot in either case on NBC will be 


|; retained. 

No decision has been made on the 
will go in in place of 
jenny, While the entertainment set- | 
| both systems. 


yrogram that 


up that will sub for Allen has been 


|} worked out but is awaiting the okay | 
30th | 
the | 


the client, Bristol-Myers. 


p are controlled by 
Young & Rubicam agency. 


rograms 





——-—_____. 
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PRETTY GIRLS 10 Radio Patents Suits May Benefit 


rom Films Costly Skirmishes 


BE ANNOUNCERS 





British Television to Be 
Simultaneously Broadcast 
by Two Systems Requiring 
Different Receivers 





DUE iN APRIL 





By JOHN C, FLINN 


London, March 2. 


Young wamen of attractive ap- 


pearance are now being trained by 
Kric Maschwitz of the British 
sroadcasting Corp. to act as an 


nouncers for television. The voices 
the public will be asked to listen 
to will come from faces the public 
presumably will enioy. watching. 


Male population will not be bored 
with pudgy-wudges of their own 
sex. Television as projected should 
give the innovation cards and 
spades for glamour, 

Despite previous postponements 
the long-promised start of a daily 


schedule of television programming 
in England is now set for the end 
of April. 


British experiments have extended 


for more than five years. Two sys- 
tems have been tried and both will 
be used. Although not interchange- 


lable on receiving sets, the programs 


will be simultaneously broadcast by 


When David Sarnoff, president of 
Radio Corp. of America, in Octo- 
ber sold to British interests for $10,- 


(Continued on page 45) 


adults. 











Radio the Incredible 

Salt Lake City, March 10 

A remote control promotional 
job by which Dollar Day in 
Long Beach, California was 
plugged through spot an- 
nouncements over KSL in Salt 
Lake City has come to an ap- 
parently successful conclusion. 

Merchants state that they'll 
repeat their long range come- 
on the next time a “similar 
sale rolls round. 





‘foresee 








APANA, LISTERINE BACK 
MEXICAN AMATEURS | 


Mexico City, March 10. 
amateur hours 
popularity here, 


LU. S. sponsors 


Weekly 
strong in 
seems to be the 


running 
and it 
who 


are putting the fire under the boiler. 


So far Ipana toothpaste has one for 
Listerine another, 
one for kids. 

Kids never get tolled out, no mat- 


has 


| ter how bad they are, but adults oc- | 
j}casionally get the bell, which is de- | 
veloping into the local equivalent of | 
|} attorneys, 
| agree, 


the gong. 


Meyer at WSUN 
St, Petersburg, Fla., March 10. 
Harold H. Meyer has been named 
director of WSUN, owned by the 
chamber of commerce here. 


Replaces Carl Fritz, who has 


moved to WTAL, Tallahassee. 





;are 


this 


Wilmington, Del., March 10, 


looks to repeat itself with radio. 
Ypres of the 
talker patent wartare at 
ing the half dozen 
this in such actions 
injunction petitions of Radio 
of America, General Electric 
American Telephone & 
against Collins Radio Co, 


times dur- 


last years— 
the 
Corp. 

and 
Telegraph 
of Cedar 


as 


i Rapids, Ia. 


U. S. District 


; John P. 
Nields during the 


granted a 
injunction on the RCA- 


Judge 
week 
preliminary 

= oo. Te 
General 


petitions, but denied 


_- 


Electric's, 


These equipment patent actions, 
involving licenses and cross-licenses, 
typical of the standard talker 
brand of suit. The name of Dr. 
DeForrest, who the stormy 
petrel in the talker campaigns, is 
already injected into the radio pat- 
ent tangles, which is regarded 
as plenty 

The local 
never been 


Le e 
was 


here 
ominous. 


legal fraternity has 
directly involved in the 
patent tangles, but is gen- 
erally well-informed in the local as- 
sociate relationship with New York 
There is a chance, they 
that radio may profit from 
the lesson of talkers and try to stay 


sound 


out of the courtrooms via the ar- 
bitration route, Radio attorneys 
know as well as anybody what it 


|cost the picture industry for sieges 
i that spread sometimes over three or 
| four years with nothing to show but 


bruises in the bankroll at the end. 





























With their business centered in this rich 
marketing area they KNOW which 


station to choose for greatest resulis. 






































PHILADELPHIA, PA. 10,GCC@ WATTS 


RALPH A. SAYRES,. Director of Sales 


Local Advertisers 
SPEND MORE MONEY OVER KYW 


THAN ANY OTHER PHILADELPHIA STATION 
































ON regener aeons tet tehenn 








te 


PE ITT 


Pe AS dagen RII Fyn 


(PE Te 


4 
‘ 
5 
it 








40 VARIETY 


RADIO 


= 








Wednesday, March 11, 1936 





Okay for Hearst Tex. Radio Deals May 


“ bd i As 
a Long Time on Way, Trade Thinks | <2.s2%2"s.2e78 =" 
e ay, ra e week CBS got jittery and es- 





Hearst tadio won't decide’ on 
what policy to assume toward the 
option of its newly acquired sta- 
tions, KTSA, San Antonio, and 
KNOW, Austin, Tex., until executive 
it has assigned to make a survey of | 


{ 


WANT TO FORGET 





| 
| 
| 
on Ice 
} 
| 


Washington, March 10, 


the local situation has returned to} Binghamton-Schenectady s« ram- | 
New York next week Meanwhile} ble for the 1240 kilocycle assign- 
Elliott Roosevelt, the President’s|ment in upstate New York which 
son. will continue his efforts to find! gave rise to favoritism charges sev- 
a buver for three other outlets!eral weeks ago has been put on ice 
which have been a part of the|for an indefinite period by Federal 
Southwest Network Young Roose-|Communications Commission. 
velt’s primary task for Hearst is to Apparently still apprehensive over 
help get the San Antonio and Aus- possibility of Congressional grilling 
tin buvs through the Federal Com-| broadcast division has shown no dis- 
munications Commission. | position to dispose of the acrimoni- | 
Impression in New York broad- lous ease, involving rival Democrati« 


cast circles is that 
getting an okay on the transfers 0 
tough one. One quarter 
predicts that the applications won't 
be immediately turned down but ; 

left remaining in the files, with the | Until later session. 


f been on the slate since last spring. 
|Matter came up last week for action 


ion conflicting examiners’ 


licenses a 


. t} eutiée ne pres: | Nothing will happen until after 
-“xaminer on the case der nc reS- 1 A . 
ee tt . . : ; : Congress has knocked off work for 
sure to bring in an early report. the year 


Hearst office let it be known this 
week that its takeover of the two | 
Texas outlets would in no way af-| 
fect these stations’ affiliation with | 
Columbia. | 


TOM DAILY UPPED AT KWK 
St. Louis, March 109, 
KWK studio changes find Tom 
| Daily promoted to chief announcer, 
Gadsden | replacins; Sterling Harkins, who has 
(Ala.), now doing plenty of gabbing| been put in charge of programs. 
on the ether. Station has subscribed | Claire Harrison moves in as head 
to Transradio News and shoots out/of continuity department. 
four 15-minute periods daily plus Bob Thomas and Ray Schmidt 
on-the-hour flashes, will handle all sports news. 





Charlie Stone, WJBY, 


























Writer of First Run Material 


Harry W. Conn 


Now Serving Fourth Year Writing 





F.C.C. Puts That Upstate N. Y. Case) 





CBS Strike Measures 





the strike of building 


tablished a special guard over 
the main control room in its 
Madison avenue layout. For 
the first two days of the guard 
setup everybody but engineers 
were barred from entering this 
room. 

Other guards were stationed 
in the lobby of the CBS build- 
ing to prevent flying squad- 
rons of union men from get- 
ting to the elevator operators. 








WB-ASCAP ECHO: 


Lancaster Station Ends Deal With 
Warner Theatre 


Lancaster, Pa., March 10. 


Just to show how mada radio 














5C ADMISSION 


Hearst will find|and Republican groups, which has | 


reports | 
and by general agreement was left | 


| 








the Radio Programs for 


Jack (iittererr Benn y 





and 


Mary (cares) Livingstone 





And My Public, Please Forgive Me 
I'm Responsible for Writing Mary's Poems! 


and also 


“THE CHICKEN SISTERS” 


Fifteen Minutes of 





Torso Vibrating Laughs 


Now Appearing in Mr. Benny's Stage Show 
State, New York, This Week (Mar. 6) 
Fox, Washington, Next Week (Mar. 13) 


Written by HARRY W. CONN Staged by JACK BENNY 


NICK KENNY of New York Mirror, says: “Harry W. 
Conn started writing laugh programs before all other 
air writers and is outlasting them.” 


GOODMAN ACE in “Kansas City Scoop” says: “I like 
Three Men on a Horse’ and Harry W. Conn.” 


And Other Notices Too Humorous to Mention 
* 


Address—Six, Two and Even 


Cable—ConGas Telephone—Disconnected 
Direction—MY WIFE, ‘OH BOY!’ 






































TO WNOX 
PROGRAM 


Knoxville, March 10. 

WNOX has put a five-cent 
on its ace attraction, the 
broadcast of hillbilly music by 
Crazy Tennesseeans in 
municipal market hall. Superin- 
tendent of Safety and six policemen 
are on hand at each broadcast to 
handle crowd. Hall seats 1,500 and 
is filled at each performance, with 
several hundreds turned away daily. 

Proceeds will be used for new 
talent to bolster 12-piece band. Sta- 
tion scouts are already on the out- 
look in Chicago, Charlotte and Cin- 
cinnati for ‘new acts. 

Broadcast of hillbilly musie has 
caught Knoxville’s fancy. Act first 
was put on at station, later moved 
to hotel ballroom to accommodate 
crowds, taken to vacant downtown 
building when daily mob reached 
about 800, and finally housed in 
market hall, with largest seating 
capacity available. 


daily 





Portland After Business 
In Lewiston and Auburn 


Lewiston, Me., March 10. 

Bernard Howe, an outside sales- 
man for WCSH, Portland, 
opened up a subsidiary studio for 
that station in the DeWitt hotel 
here. This studio has been operat- 
ing about a month and is being 
used for the eyclusive promotion of 
Lewiston and Auburn business. 

At present, two half hour pro- 
grams are keing broadcast weekly 
from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. tenton Brothers 
orchestra is keiag used regularly 
here as talent. 


gate | 


downtown | 





Visiting 








In New York 

George W. Smith, WWVA, Wheel- 
ing, W. Va. 

H. M. Peck, WKY, Oklahoma 
City. 

J. I, Meyerson, KLZ, Denver. 

R. M. Thompson, WJAS, Pitts- 
burgh. 

J. W. Willard, WJSV, Washing- 
ton. 

Charles Phillips, WFBL, Svra- 
cuse. 

Robert M. Thompson, WJAS, 
Pittsburgh. 


Ford Billings, WCAE, Pittsburgh. 

Edward B. Craney, KGIR, Butte. 

Arch Shawd, CKLW, Detroit- 
Windsor. 

In Chicago 

Paul Raymer, New York City. 

Linus Travers, WNAC, Boston. 

Lynas Travers, Yankee Network, 
Boston. 

Frank Fenton, WBNS, Columbus. 





Johnny J. Gillin, Jr, Wow, 
Omaha, 

Craig Lawrence, Iowa Network. 

Nate Lord, manager, WAVE, 


| Louisville. 

| Charles Kaley, WMBD, Peoria. 
Fred Gamble, AAAA, New York. 
; Charlies Winkler, KFAB, 

| Harry Harvey, KFAB, 
In Washington 


Lincoln. 
Lincoln, 





the } 





has | 


istation.can get when 


l organ to 


the occasion 
added an 
It all goes 
back, although no wants to 
admit it, to the WB-ASCAP 
and Warner's filing an infringement 
the last 


WGAL here had 


its furniture. 


arises, 


one 
scrap 
suit against station week, 

WGAL has for several years had 
a trade arrangement whereby it used 
the organ in one of the local Warner 
Bros. theatres and gave the theatre 
When the 


broke, station 


plugs on the programs. 
big battle of 
pulled off all its organ programs and 


music 


| beat the rap by installing an elec- 


tric organ, now running two more 
daily organ programs than ever 
before—with carefully selected pro- 


grams, 


$15,600 IN CONTRACTS 





AS STATION STARTS) 





Easton, Pa., March 10. 

Station WEST here, most recent 
addition to the Mason-Dixon group, 
lined up $15,000 revenue as of its 
first day of operation. Solicitors 
brought in a deluge of contracts. 
Believed some sort of a record for 
local station was set. 

Station, which broadcasts on the 
band of the abandoned WKJC, 
Lancaster, is under the direction of 
Walier A. Kirkwood, formerly of 
the commercial staff of station 
WORK, York, Pa., another Mason- 
Dixon affiliate, Jan Krupa, for- 
merly music director of WKJC, 
Lancaster, is at new station in the 
same position. 





| 


| against 





Memphis Stations Frown on Cotton 
Carnival Booking of 


Fred Waring 


Memphis, March 11. 

Radio stations in Memphis have 
urged Dick Robinson in charge of 
radio publicity for the pending 
Memphis Cotton Carnival to go to 
bat against the proposed booking of 
Fred Waring’s orchestra as a stellar 
attraction for the carnival. Matter 
received attention in news columns 





of local press. 
Reason for the antipathy ex. 
|; pressed by the broadcasters stems 


| back to the suit brought by Waring 


WDAS, 
stations 


Station Philadel. 
Local resent War- 
ing’s action and its implications and 


phia, 


take the position that they do not 
care to cooperate with the Cotton 
Carnival if that means indirectly 


helping Waring. 

Waring was victor against WDAS 
although decision is under appeal, 
He seeks to forbid radio stations 
playing phonograph records without 
special permission and payment of 
royalties. Considerable bitterness 


is understood to exist against the 
bandsman on this account among 
provincial broadcasters who are 


pretty touchy on performing rights 
because of the constant 
effect of the ASCAP-WB 
with its network vs, 
cussions, etc. 


abrasive 
situation 
indies reper- 


Dance Bands No Longer 
Do Own BBC Announcing 


London, March 2. 

B.B.C. has appointed its own an- 
nouncer to introduce the various 
dance bands. They have engaged 
Leslie Mitchell, until recently a pro- 
ducer for the variety theatres. 

Heretofore the various dance 
bands announced themselves through 
the medium of their leader, 





Pat Kennedy guesting this week 
on the Procter & Gamble ‘Friendly 
Neighbor’ show. 











| E. V. Baxter, Pittsburgh Broad- | 
| casting Co., Pittsburgh, Kan. 


cC. W. Hayes, WHBC, Canton, O 
| Ray B. Hamilton, St. Louis. 

Paul Heitmeyer, KLO, Ogden 
| Utah. 

E. K. Cargill, WMAZ, Macon, Ga 


hd Spence, WBAL, Baltimore. 
H. K, Carpenter, WHK, Clevelan& 


| D. J. Poynor, WMBH, Joplin, Me 
John Elmer, WBBM, Baltimore. 
John J. Gillin, Jr.. WOWO, Oma- 
ha. 
Paul Oury, WPRO. { 









WHN-1540 B WAY, NEW YORK 


WHN REACHES WORLD'S RICHEST MARKET. 
DAYTIME POWER 5,000 WATTS. NIGHT 1000 WATTS 
National Advertising Representatives 
E. KATZ SPECIALTY ADVERTISING AGENCY 
New York — Chicago — Philadelphia — Detroit 
Kansas City—Atlanta—Dallas—San Francisco 
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| Claim Serious Desire, Not Strategy, 
Behind Harry Warner Network Talk 


coe eae re ee 








. 




















Harry M. Warner’s announcement 
in Los Angeles last week that his 
company was working on the forma- 
tion of a broadcasting network has 
aroused considerable interest in the 
trade. Warner Bros. denies that the 
contacting it is doing and has done 
in the broadcast field represents a 
ruse or stratagem in the battle that 
NBC and Columbia have been put- 
ting up against taking out licenses 
for WB music. 

Picture company takes the posi- 
tion that it must find a cross-country 
release for its current tunes and 
that if it has to go to the expense 
of establishing its own link to 
satisfy this need there is little doubt 
that the proper affiliations will be 
found. 

Previous Attempt 

Warner's current move recalls a 
similar attempt to get into the 
broadcasting business several years 
ago. Idea that Harry Warner har- 
bored at the time was to acquire a 
station in every city where WB had 
important theatre interests. Among 
the approaches made to stations 
was WOR, New York. Warner 
dropped the proposition all around 
when certain financial situations 
intervened, but not before discus- 
sions were had with the owners of 
WOR. 

To queries as to what they 
thought of the Harry Warner an- 
nouncement NBC and Columbia 
officials declared themselves Mon- 
day (9) as doubtful whether the 
producer was serious and, if so, 
where he could get himself stations 


for a network. Nevertheless the 
station relations departments are 
under instructions to keep their 


eyes open for developments, 


GE’s Hoofology 


General Electric Co., has bought 
quarter hours three times weekly 
on WNEW, New York. Will sponsor 
segments of Martin Block's 
Believe Ballroom’ broadcast. 

Bess & Schillin, Inc., handled 
deal. 





‘Make | 


Transcriptions 

Webster-Eisenlohr (cigars) are 
currently making a third enlage- 
ment of their spot campaign through 
N. W. Ayer. New edition is a plat- 
terized version of ‘Witch’s Tale’ for 
placement on WGN, Chicago; 
WTAM, Cleveland, and WFAA, Dal- 
las. Beneficiary of the plugging in 
Cleveland is the Girard smoke. In 
ithe other two cities it’s Tom Moore. 

Schedule in Chicago began yes- 
terday (10), hitting the 8:45 p.m 
| spot on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
| WFAA’s chunk started Monday (9) 
jand is alloted the 9:45 p.m. niche 
on Mondays and Tuesdays. WTAM 
gets the broadcasis on Thursdays 
and Fridays at 7:45 p.m. starting to- 
morrow (12). 

Additionally Webster-Eisenlohr 
sponsors a series of newscasts in the 
midwest, with the amount of the 
plugging already having been upped 
once since it started. 








Wm. Penn cigar, through the 
H. W. Kastor agency in Chicago, is 
releasing a series of 12 one-minute 


announcements cut by World Broad- 
casting. Hit five stations in the 
Midwest. 


Orbit gum has scheduled a cam- 
paign of platterized station breaks 
calling for 44 discs of 15 seconds 
duration apiece. Sellers Service is 
placing them on WTRC, Elkhart, 
WHBU, Anderson (Ind.), and 
WLBC, Muncie. 











J. Walter Thompson is collecting 
station data preliminary to placing 
a spot campaign on Coleman’s 
Mustard. Brand is controlled by 
| Atlantis Sales Co., of Rochester, 
Bes" 

Agency, in its info quest, in par- 


| participation, 

| 

| . 

| World Broadcasting landed the 
| Procter & Gamble-Dreft recording 
job last week. 


| ticularly interested in cooking school | 


BEN GROSS CAN SUE 


Court of Appeals Okays His Right 
to Seek Damages 








Albany, March 19, 
Court of Appeals here has ruled 
that Ben Gross, radio editor of the 
New York Daily News, may bring a 


$50,000 libel action against Eddie 
Cantor and Radio Guide. This re- 
verses decision of lower courts 


which had dismissed the complaint 
as without basis. 

Gross suit is based on remarks by 
Cantor rapping radio editors of 
Manhattan newspapers. 


CBS Is Still Fighting 
The Magazine-Radio Civil 


War; Fires New Blast 


Reverbations of the magazines’ 
attack on radio, launched two years 
ago, are still floating around with 
enough strength in media circles to 
cause CBS to issue another book- 
let on the eye vs. ear question. Web 
says the brochure was prompted 
after a couple of its salesmen re- 
ported that the magazine crowd had 
persisted in dishing out the old is- 
sue in agency circles. Title of the 
counter attack, which is blithely 
labeled as ‘non competitive,’ is ‘Ex- 





Word, 1902-1936.’ 

Subject matter is a condensation 
of experiments and their results on 
the eye vs. ear matter since 1902 
(before radio was in existence). 
Represented among the experiment- 
ers are Pearce, Schuyten, Kulman, 
Worcester, DeWick, Bell, and a 
score of others. In conclusion there 
is a lengthy synopsis from Cantril 
and Allport’s ‘Harvard Studies’ 
(later issued by Harper as ‘The 
Psychology of Radio’). 


Booklet was mailed yesterday 
(Tuesday) to agencies and adver- 
tisers. 





WGST, Atlanta, agog over coming 
|visit of Kate Smith, who will he 
in city for A. & P. food spectacle 
March 31 and April 1-2. She will 








do three of her broadcasts from At- 
|lanta. 


jeden in 
} 
| 
j 


act Measurements of the Spoken |} 


Major Bowes Seeks Escape 


From Paying NBC Commission; 
Contract Runs Out in April 





Major Bowes’ first year on 
NBC network with the Chase & 
|; Sanborn amateur program winds up 
the end of March, with a new deal 





negotiation between 


Bowes and NBC to start April 1 
According to inside reports, Bowes’ 
in backing up his demands has 
sepentanen to quit NBC for an- 
other network. 

Bone of contention is Bowes’ 
amateur units playing theatres, with 
| Bowes now trying to cut the NBC 
Artists Bureau out of the stage- 
unit proposition entirely. Present 


deal calls for the Artists Bureau to 
get 10% of the gross’ monies 


Auditions for WLW Jobs 





Cincinnati, March 10. 

Crosley’s WLW-WSAI talent au- 
|ditions are now hitting the air on 
Thursday nights from 8 to 8:30 over 
the latter station and with a spon- 
sorship tag. Commercial 
|with the Pittsburgh Water Heater 
Co., through the Keelor & Stites 
agency. 

While not 
audience gets the lowdown on. stu- 
}dio try-outs by hearing instructions 
| from Arthur Chandler, audition 
| host, in the client room, to his as- 
| sistants in the trial chamber. Prom- 
ising tyros are called upon by Chan- 
dler to do another number and lis- 
teners hear him register the nod on 
test passers. Exceptional talent is 
signed for a four-week proving 
period. 

Initial program of the sort was 
held last week and landed a job for 
Monte McGee, pianist-songster, up 
from Texas and who formerly re- 
‘ ennded for Columbia. 











the | Bowes 





|he gives 


Turns Into Commercial | 





receives for the _ units, 
against a one-third split in the net 
profits derived from the stage si- 
mon-pures. 
Bowes’ amateur 
start touring in 


units did 
theatres tiil three 
months following the Major’s ad- 
vent on the NBC network as an 
impresario of amateurs. Percentage 
against a split of the profits from 
the stage ams was given the 
Artists 3ureau in return for its 
assignment of two men, Rubey 
Cowan and Murray Bloom, almost 
exclusively to the agenting of the 
units. At the present time Bowes 
has over 20 ‘A’ and ‘B’ units on 
the road. 

Reported that Bowes, in demand- 
ing that NBC eliminate its Artists 
Bureau entirely from the stage unit 
proposition, wants to save the split 
the Artists Bureau by 
agenting the units exclusively out 
of his own office. One of his own 
men selling and exploiting the am 
shows is Lou Goldberg, who's pres- 
ently on the road in the interest of 
Bowes. 

Another 


not 


thing Bowes wants to 


|eliminate, though this is not being 


tie-up is| 


| 


| his units. 
a gong program, air 





brought up in the conferences at 
NBC, is the 5% commissions to 
theatre booking offices for booking 
It's reported he can't 
understand why the _ theatre-op- 
erated booking offices should get 
5% of his units’ gross returns for 
buying a necessity to themselves. 

NBC’s Artists Bureau is reluctant 
to give up its 10% of the Bowes’ 
units, though said to be willing to 
call off the stipulation for 
one-third of the net profits. Ac- 
cording to one of the Artists Bu- 
reau attaches, after Bowes deducts 
his expenses, etc., the 10% commis- 
sion usually amounts to more than 
one-third of the profits. 

Bowes personally is making 
$1,000,000 a year or more according 
to trade estimates, 
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THE WORLD'S 
POWERFUL BROADCASTING STATION 


THE CROSLEY RADIO CORPORATION, CINCINNATE 
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|ing what he hopes will win one con- 
test, sister giving the low-down on | 
her entry in another contest, 
thus building for listener interest | 
to the tune of free blurbs for ad-| 


vertisers., 


ett.— 





Forum Is a Sticker 
St. Louis. 
Community Forum, oldest con- 


recently celebrated sixth birthday 
with 314th consecutive broadcast, 
Programs, over KSD, St. Louis, are 
conducted by R. Fullerton Place, 
and weekly presents outstanding 
speakers on civic and national 
affairs. Music for program is fur- 
nished by Forum Instrumental Trio 


tinuous program on air in St. Louis, | 








“GEORGE WHITE’S SCANDALS” 


Sole Direction, HERMAN BERNIE, 
1619 Broadway, New York 


BELASCO 


And His ORCHESTRA 
¢ 











Dir., Musie Corp. of America 
Pr. Mgr... HERMAN BERNIE 





EMERSON GILL 


“iis ORCHESTRA 
EN ROUTE 


MCA Direction 





—Mario Silva, pianist; Louis Dru- 
zinsky, violinist, and Pasquale de | 
| Conto, cellist. 
Not once in six years has Forum | 
missed a program. 

| 





‘Swing It’ Club at KGFK 
Moorhead, Minn. 


| 


‘Swing’ trend in pop music being| tended and other material. 


jused by KGFEK to start another 
club with which to nail down lis- 
teners. Organization is called 


‘Swing It’ club. 

‘Swing It’ addicts can listen to a 
half hour daily jazz fest supplied 
by a six-piece orchestra, a femme 
singer, and Bub Scott as m.c, Stanza 
is aired in the afternoon, 4 to 4:30. 





Laundry Service as Prize 
Des Moines. 

Des Moines Launderers’ Cooper- 
ative association is sponsoring a 
|} new contest on Dick Teela’s ‘High 
|} and Low’ program on KSO. 
| A laundry will give four weeks’ 
|free laundry service to the person 
sending in the most unique ‘Way 
Back When’ anecdote. 





Down the Juvenile Alley 
St. Paul. 

Novelty request aired by Corinne 
Jordan, KSTP program director, 
zoomed to such proportions that 
what started as a good-natured gag 
now shapes up as dividends-paying 
showmanship. 

Some weeks ago ‘Auntie Corinne’ 
told juve listeners on Uucle. Tom's 
(Rishworth) daily Children’s Hour 
that she had lost a melody which 
had broken itself into pieces and 
wafted out the window. She begged 
the kids to hunt for it and told them 
if they found any of the pieces, to 
send ‘em in. 

Youngsters caught the spirit, be- 














gan sending in fragments of music. 








NOW RADIO'S 








MOST POPULAR 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


| AUGHTER EARS 





ano -{EART-THROBS 


i ad Presented by Ivory Soap ~ 99 **/100°/o pure 





LISTEN 3 :45-4:00 


NBC N 





P. M.—E. S. T., WEAT 


etwork—Coast-to-Coast | 





IN ¢ © Every Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 
. Mgt. Ed Wolf, 1270 Sixth Ave., N.Y.C.—Dir. Blackman Advertising, Inc. 


Columbia, S. C. 
WIS will shortly start a program 


|series entitled ‘For Women Only’ 
and meaning precisely what the 
title says. Will feature* news, | 
fashion hints, interviews with | 
femme celebs, and music. 

Mrs. Lura Forrest in charge. 


Scrap Book for Sponsors 
Seattle. | 

KOMO-KJR commercial officials 
hit upon a scheme of leaving pleas- | 
ant memories in the minds of spon- | 
sors of a recent successful series of | 
unusual broadcasts. Series of pro- | 
grams was broadcast daily for one | 
week from Frederick & Nelson De- | 
| 


partment Store auditorium, with | 
four-way tie-in: the store, General 


Electric, RCA Victor and Grunow. 


i 

i 

When series ended, station com- | 
piled ten ultra-fancy souvenir | 
books, hand made, 13 inches by 18 | 


inches, hand lettered on parchment 
paper, with photos of the program | 
artists and of the crowds which at- | 
| Phoebe (Pigeon) Grabs Publicity 
Detroit. 

Arrival of Pigeon Phoebe last 
| week, bringing her annual spring 
tidings by flying into studios of 
WXYZ, would have been just an- 
other ‘robin’ had not station cracked 
wide open the regular news pages 
of the Detroit News, which operates 
the opposish WWJ. 

Phoebe, a homing pigeon which 
every spring stops for a rest in 
WXYZ’s studios, fluttered through 
an open window last week; made 
the rounds of the station’s offices in 
the Maccabees building; posed for 
several photogs; received a good 
night’s rest and feeding, and was 
given her annual bum’s rush out the 
window following morning. 

Result was a three-column pic of 
pigeon and WXYZ singer, plus a 
long yarn, spread across the pages 
of the News. 


Vital Statistics Exploited 
Pittsburgh, 

A new copyrighted program has 
been sold on WWSW by Walt 
Framer, who gives cinema chatter 
on that station twice daily as 
‘Hollywood Show Shopper.’ Idea is 
called ‘The Blessed Eventer,’ and in 
15-minute spot six days a week 
Framer will carry news of engage- 
ments, marriages, births and in- 
spirational messages to invalids. 

Promotional stunt involves giving 
to every new mother bouquet of 
flowers through co-operation of one 
of Pittsburgh's biggest florists. Co- 
operative sponsorship plan is used, 
with program tying in jewelry store 
(wedding rings and gifts), high- 
grade gown shop (wedding dresses 


i showing 





and trousseaus) and children’s wear 
distributor (layettes and baby gar- | 
ments), 

| 


| ramet 


Music Store’s Amateur Twist 

Lancaster, Pa. 
Drawing power of amateur pro- 
grams in this section is still good, 
as demonstrated by WGAL’s fresh- 
ly signed 26 weeker billed under the 
title of Musical Talent Contest. 
Program differs from the usual run 
of amateurs in that it bars hill- 


billys, novelties, imitators and hoof- 
ers, 





Sponsor for the weekly show 
which is handled by Eddie Gun- 
daker as M.C. is Troupe’s Music 


House which offers music scholar- 
ships to the winners and merchan- 
dise discounts to the losers. First 
prize is a 10-week course of instruc- 
;tion in any school or under any 


| 


| 
| 





teacher which the winner may 
select. Second and third prizes are! 


co-operation in 
membership drive that netted 
Associationists Campbell 
m.d., came in for especial 
Time on air donated 
tional purpose. W. S&S. 
D D. Peterson were 
value of 
community, 


recent 
more 
Arnoux, | 
mention. 
for educa- 
Hat and 

dialogists 
Association to 


mane | 
Covers by Telephone Line | 
Knoxville. | 
telephone’ talking line 
WNOX to pickup cere- 


ney 


Regular 
was used by 


monies at closing of gates at Norris 
dam, 34 miles from here. 

All other lines were in use by 
TVA, and regular telephone 


line 
only connection WNOX could make 

Broadcast of speeches and 85-piece 
band satisfactory. } 





eeahaieonies | 
Flame Dance Not Radio 
Norfolk, Va. | 

‘Bring on the Dames,’ locally | 
playing at Norva theatre, filled a} 
15-minute spot on WTAR Friday | 
eve between shows. Since effect of 
star's Muriel Page’s — costume | 
burning off in her flame dance| 


wasn't broadcastable, announcer re- 
sorted to interview and filled in with 
other talent, mostly Harry Savoy, 
show's comic. 

Norva has been using radio tie-in 
with most of its occasional stage 
shows and usually packs the house. | 

G-Man Stuff 
Philadelphia. 

Local stations are crashing in on 
wave of interest in G-men yarns 
and doings with several broadcasts 
this week of Franklin Institute's 
demonstrations of ‘Science in Crime 
Detection.’ Institute's affair is sym- 
posium of leading anti-crime ex- 
perts, 

‘Two most important broadcasts 
will bring L. C. Schilder, G-man 
finger print expert, over WIP and 
another will have Major Thomas 
Coulson, of same department, over 
WCAU, 


Basketball Special 
Salt Lake City. 

Basketball looms as the most 
popuiar sport in this city during 
February and March. Climax is 
the L.D.S. (Mormon) church inter- 
state finals. More than _ 18,000 
teams all over the United States 
competed in their locales, winners 
being shipped to Salt Lake. Pre- 
ceding night of tournament, KSL 
with the Salt Lake Tribune, morning 





sheet, put on a half-hour program. 
Jimmy Hodgson and Marlowe 
Branagan, Tribune sports writers, 


handled the program, with Johnny 
Stevens’ band, University of Utah! 
trio and a host of local sportsmen. | 


Preparing the Listeners 
Novel method here for trying | 
out new station was inaugurated! 
Wednesday (4) when WBNY (1370! 
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ALEXANDER GRAY 


“Performance 
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A CBS Super Air Show 
Beginning Thursday, March 12 
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EARL BROWDER CATHEDRAL OF THE UNDER- WSAI TRANSMITTER DEBUT FREDDIE BARTHOLOMEW WILLIAM H. RANKIN 

Talk. WORLD ‘ With Powel Crosley, Jr., Loweil With BILLY HALOP and. Talk 

15 Mins. With John Logan Davis Thomas, Lum and Abner, Eupene,; LESTER JAY Sustaining 

Sustaining Religious Goosens, Joe Ries, Adrian O’Brien, | Dramatic Tuesday, 11.45 p. m. 

Thursday, 10:45 p.m. 60 Mins. Edith Karen, Alice Day, Charles! 10 Mins. WHN, New York 

WABC, New York PERSONAL FINANCE CO, Dameron Mary Alcott, Louise! FLEISCHMANN William H. Rankin, advertising 


Browder belongs in the files as a 
radio ‘first.’ He is first of the Com- 
munist Party to get a nation-wide 
network opportunity. Columbia 
Broadcasting chose him as a means 
of dramatizing its own position on 
‘free speech,’ To permit a leftist to 
be heard was CBS’ way of showing 
that complete verbal liberty is an 
actuality on its network. It was a 
well-publicized and controversial 





‘first’ that will also probably be a 
quiet and careful ‘last.’ 
Browder is not a good radio 


Probably smart showman. | 
studiously follow an ex-| 
mild tone and a cautious 


speaker. 
ship to 
cessively 


line of argument but otherwise he | 
lacks what it takes in the U. BS. A, |} 
to woo voters. Land, 





‘STARK MAD’ 
With Charlie Stark 

Dramatic 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday, midnight 

WIP, Philadelphia 

Apparently designed to scare you 
out of that traditional year’s growth, 
this stanza somehow doesn't fill the 
bill. Leans heavily on blood and 
murder, with beaucoup sound ef- 
fects and spook music, but answer 
is likely to be merely chuckles from 
all but most naive listener, 

Show caught had wildly improb- 
able yarn about ape on the loose, 
with seven gory killings in 30 min- 
utes. Script is loosely chucked to- 
gether by Charlie Stark, of station 
staff, who announces and plays 
principal role. He gets his various 
accents mixed up occasionally, 
which is good for more snickers, but 
rest of cast does what it can to 
make material seem what it ain’t— 
convincing. 

Show is much too long, but at 
least it chops into WIP’s lengthy 
evening string of remote dansapa- 
tions. For that, merci; otherwise, 
thumbs down. Hobe. 


EDDIE GREEN 
Comedy 
6 Mins. 
FLEISCHMANN 
Thursday, 8 P.M. EST. 
WEAF, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Eddie Green, vet colored comic 
from vaude, got his big time radio 
shot with an exceptionally good 
script, John Tucker Battle’s ‘Jonah 
and the Whale.’ Sketch, entailing 
an unbilled assist to Green, was 
both humorous and perfectly adapt- 
able to Green’s slow, drawling dia- 
lect. 

Battle’s sketch not only entails a 
swell comedy situation, but also 
dialog to match. Green, as well as 
the assistant portraying the whale, 
did justice to the fine writing. 

If more equally good material 
could be found, Green would be a 








good bet for steady radio spotting. 
Scho. 


Sunday, 3 p.m., EST 
WMCA, New York 


‘Cathedral of the Underworld’ ts 





grade A showmanship for those sus- |} 3 


ceptible to emotion, and that means | 
the masses. It’s not religion in the! 
sense of theology, but as program) 
material this is a mighty asset. 
Without stuffiness or formality, it| 
verges on being a_semi-religious| 
picnic, or, from another slant, a/| 
theatrical benefit performance for 
the poor. Five surefire inducements | 
pop up to act as magnets: (1)! 
rousing hymn singing, testimonials, | 
and other reverent fanfare; (2) ap-| 


| peals for help in behalf of the poor | 


wed- | 
(4) | 


and infirm; (3) greetings on 
ding anniversaries, births, etc.; 


|entertainment; and (5) preaching in| 


which gags and sentiment 
strongly. 

On the other hand, the ‘Cathe-| 
dral’ is not damaged by being too! 
much of an oddity or novelty.| 
There’s just enough adherence to 
standard theological procedure and 
beliefs to make it sound. WMCA 
has been airing it for seven 
years. Originally Tom Noonan was 
preacher (or better, m.c.), but since 
his recent death Dr. John Logan 
Davis has been ringmaster. The 
‘Cathedral’ is a non-sectarian mis- 
sion for down-and-outers in New 
York’s Chinatown which also en- 
gages in charitable enterprises. 

Davis has a good sense of pace 
(as had Noonan) and a keen filaii® 
for the theatrical. String trios, pop 
tunes and comedy break into the 
service with the church attendance 
in the background working the 
numbers up into the higher emo- 
tional registers. When preaching 
Davis harps on ‘good fellow’ angles, 
utilizing homely sayings and gags 
as. breaks. But unlike Noonan, 
Davis has incipient leanings toward 
brow-furrowing topics, at least as 
evidenced by the program caught 
for this review (8). Plowed into 
a mild lambasting of Communism 
and other ‘isms’ which appeared to 
be a definite danger signal. His 
talk here fell from the standards 
of thorough showmanship into the 
mediocrity of dogmatism. Angles 
of this nature could very profitably 
be avoided. 

Aside from this, however, the 
‘Cathedral’ maintains its oldtime 
showmanship and looks as strong 
as ever. Personal Finance plugs 
are few and mild on the whole. In- 
ter-City web and supplementaries 
do the carrying. 

A significant slant on the stanza 


figure | 


is that a majority of those who 
write. to WMCA state that they 
listen in groups’ (evidently to 
heighthen the emotional effect). 


Over 100 have written that they call 

the family house pet—dog, canary, 

ete.—into the listening circle. 
Edga. 





Bert Coburn, of J. Walter Thomp- 
son's exploitation staff, has been 
switched to radio publicity. 



































Selling Formulae 


for America’s Second Market 


A vast radio audience + great purchasing power + either 
Station WENR or WMAQ = increased sales in America’s 
Second Market. Prove this for yourself by running a 
campaign on either of these great stations. WMAQ 
points to the southwest; WENR to the northeast. Both 
do a grand job in metropolitan Chicago. 


WMAQ 


50,000 WATTS —NBC Red Network 


WE 





50,000 WATTS — NBC Blue Network 


CHICAGO 


Two of NBC’s Managed and Operated Stations 


| area, 


lon 2,500 


Raymond, Jimmy Scribner, Round- 

house Boys, Paul Pearson’s orch. 
Special 
Hours 
Sustaining 
Wednesday, 8-11 p.m. 

SAI, Cincinnati 

Crosley smallie went to town 
Wednesday (4) in celebrating open- 
ing of its new and relocated trans- 
mitter plant. Baptismal blast was! 
from 8 to 11 p.m. Switch from old} 
transmitter, adjoining that of WLW 
in Mason, O., 22 miles north of 
Cincy, to new plant on brow of/| 
Fairview Heights, overlooking down- | 
town section, was accompanied by} 
broadcast conversation between en- 
gineers at both places. 

Transfer emphasized improvement 
in station’s reception in primary | 
Telegrams from well-wishers, 
announced during latter part of 
program, reported necessity of ton- 
ing down signal. WSAI operates 
watts, daytime, and 1,000} 
watts at night. Originated by the| 
U. S, Playing Card Co., Norwood, O., 
the station was a 5,000 watter. It 
was purchased by the Crosley Ra- 
dio Corp. in 1928 and reduced in 
power. Since then Crosley’s WLW 
leaped from 5,000 to 506,000 watts 
and later to 500,000 watts. New 
WSAI transmitter has a modern 
vertical radiator. Engineering job 
supervised by Joe Chambers, Cros- 
ley’s technical director. Equipment 
made by Westinghouse. 

Playing of the national anthem by 
a symphonic ork, directed by Wil- 
liam Stoess, was new transmitter’s 
bow. Followed by invocation pro- 
nounced by the Rev. Carl Strids- 
berg, and singing of ‘Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress’ by a mixed choir. 

Dedicatory program conducted by 
Don Becker. Peter Grant did the 
announcing. Becker is one of three 
of the original WSAI staff still with 
Crosley. He started as a uke player 
and is now assistant to John Clark, 
general manager of WLW-WSAIL. 
The others are Grace Clauve Raine, 
choir conductor, and Tom Richley, 
xylophonist. Becker participated in 
the program with a uke solo. 

Powel Crosley, Jr., prexy, made a 
brief talk in businessman style, 
tracing the progress of the company 
and thanking listeners for their 
support. City manager C. A, Dyk- 
stra and Eugene Goosens, conductor 
of the Cincinnati Symphony orches- 
tra, expressed congrats that were 
remoted from the home of a friend, 
where they were dinner guests. 
Lowell Thomas was piped in from 





WOR, Newark, and Lum and Abner | 


contributed a skit piped in from 
WGN. 
Joe Ries, staff announcer, filled 


role of roving reporter for two short 
wave pickups, operated from an 
auto. One was on a descent of the 
Mt. Adams incline, which conveys 
street cars up and down a 900-foot 
slope, with interviews of members 
of the incline crew and a descrip- 





tion of Cincinnati’s skyline. The 
second was from a locomotive cab 
in the yards of the Union Terminal. 

Clever mixture kept the stanza 
interesting at all times. In all there 
were 19 switchovers, and nary a one 
of 'em caused delay, which is trib- 
ute to the engineering staff. 

Artists from the WLW staff who 
assisted in highlighting the program 
were Adrian O’Brien, tenor; Edith 
Karen, soprano; Alice Day, indigo 
warbler; Charlie Dameron, tenor; 
Mary Alcott, vocalist; Louise Ray- 
mond, blues; Roundhouse’ Boys, 
harmony foursome. Clifton Heights 
Gesang Verein, German choral 








| 

















' 





group from the vicinity of the new 
transmitter, filled a 10-minute spot. 
Additional Crosley talent taking 
| part included Jimmie Scribner, Paul 
| Pearson’s ork, Antonio and his Con- 
| tinentals, the Los Amigos program 
with Virginio Marucci, 
Wildcats. 


ELZA SHALLERT 
Film Previews 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Tuesday, 11:15 p. m. 
WJZ, New York 

Elza Shallert sees the latest Hol- 
lywood films in Hollywood at the 
so-called previews, which are ar- 
ranged to-test the picture, in ad- 
vance of general release, upon the 
public so that any needed changes 
in cutting, editing, etc., can be made. 
Chances are, however, that she will 
preview only pictures which studios 
deem ripe. Doubtful if a spieler 
could function on a program such 
as this without studio co-operation 
which means that commenting on 
films producers want to keep hidder 
awav for the time being will 
omitted. 

Mrs. Shallert dishes out fan stuff, 
but with enough restraint in vocab- 
ulary to avoid the worst faults of 
gushing. She seems, however, de- 
vyoted to a pulicy of praising. Again 
the need for playing ball. 

This is at least as good as the 
average quarter hour devoted to the 
trivia of Hollywood and the sweet- 
ness and light siant. Mrs. Shallert 
is not a weeping ingenue herself, 
and so succeeds in tempering the 
nature of her puffing by the manner 
of her delivery, which seems ob- 
jective and unpartisan without | 
actually rising to the dignity of real | 
criticism. Her husband, Edwin | 
Shallert is film and drama critic on 
the L, A, Times Land, 





Wildeson's 
Koll, 








Thursday, 8 p. m., EST 
WEAF, New York 


(J. Walter Thompson) 


Percentage can’t be determined, 
but there must have been many a 
moist optic among the listeners to 
the Vallee broadcast after little 
Freddie Bartholomew completed his 
10-minute stint. Young in years, 
but a finished trouper, the child film 
actor was completely captivating in 


a tear-jerker sketch, ‘Rich Kid.’ 
authored by Arch Oboler, 

Smart showmanship was exer- 
cised in bolstering Bartholomew's | 


histrionic strength—by recruiting 
Billy Halop and Lester Jay, two kids 
appearing in ‘Dead End’ on Broad- 
way, for the toughie roles in 
Oboler’s vehicle. That they played 
their parts to the hilt only enhanced 


| the pathetic figure portrayed by the 


little English lad, who scored so big 
in the filmed ‘David Copperfield.’ It 
was no mere jerk on the heart 
strings when Bartholomew refuses 
to fight ‘Red’—because I’m blind.’ 
he added—it was a 100-horsepower 
wrench, 

It was obvious from the start that 
young Bartholomew felt completely 
secure in his role. The latter de- 
manded ability, and Bartholomew 
kept the fact that he was blind 
nicely masked till the climax. Con- 
trary to the average kid film per- 
former, who must be seen to appre- 
cited. Bartholomew was as effective 
invisible as he is visible on the 
screen. 

Credit is especially due to Masters 
Halop and Jay, as well as Oboler’s 
script. Scho, 


HELEN LYND 
Comedy 
5 Minx 
FLEISCHMANN 
Thursday, 8 P. M., EST. 
Weaf, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


All newcomer Dumb Doras to 
radio, such as Helen Lynd as here 
heard on the Vallee broadcast, must 
first realize the terrific opposition 
they’re up against in Gracie Allen. 
She’s the measuring stick. New en- 
trants have got to have plenty to 
make any headway in the goofy gal 
gambol. Miss Lynd has that plenty 
to put up some kind of a fight for 
recognition, 

Her sketch on the Fleischmann 
hour, uncredited as to author (with 
her male support also unbilled), 
was typical Dora stuff, but quite 
funny and excellently delivered by 


the legit and nitery comedienne. 
She’s got a laugh as silly as any 


around, infectious on the air if not 
sounded too ften, and a childish vo- 
cal inflection that also sells. 
Miss Lynd’s chief concern would 
be getting material—but_ that’s 
every radio performer’s burden. She 
has a good start in having a slick 
straight man, Scho. 





| any 


agency pioneer in broadcasting, was 
a guest speaker at WHN in connec- 
tion with thé open house week cele- 
brating the station’s new 565,000 
watts, Rankin bought radio adver- 
tising as far back as 1923, which in 
broadcasting history is before Meth- 
usaleh. He gave high praise to the 
present management of WHN, say- 
ing that a year ago he would have 
tilted the eyebrow of skepticism at 
any prophet who predicted the new 
state of affairs now prevailing at 
this station. 

Ranklin speaks with a 
resonant baritone. He is one of a 
parade of personages spieling over 
WHN this week. Lund, 


rounded, 


RENFREW OF THE MOUNTED 
With House Jameson 

Dramatic Serial 

15 Mins. 

CONTINENTAL BAKING 

Tues., Fri., Sat., 6:45 p.m. 
WABC, New York 


(B. B. D. & O.) 


What stands out in this series is 
the production. The adaptations by 
Laurie York Erskine are of no great 
shakes and the acting is about on 
an equal keel. It takes a special 
knack for projecting dramatic en- 
tanglements, story movement and 
mounting suspense over the air, and 
Erskine, and his scripting support, 
if he has any, don’t appear to have 
it. Only thing that has given the 
series emotional punch so far are 
the various touches injected by the 
producer, with most of this credit 
going to the deftly contrived sound 
effects. 


Program has a swell dog imi- 
tator, and the kids may take to his 
efforts, particularly the ‘call of the 
wild’ baying which serves to open 
and close each episode. If there is 
one who deserves star billing 
on this show it’s this mimic. 


Central character of the episodes 
is Inspector Douglas Renfrew of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 
Erskine is his creator and has kept 
him before the readers of the 
American Boy mag in story form 
for 10 years. Renfrew seems to 
have no fixed post but is addicted 
to roving the far north wilds as a 
red-coated Galahad. Most of those 
he befriends are kids. In the air 
version House Jameson does lip ser- 
vice for Renfrew. 


In selling Wonder Bread to the 
juve listeners of this show Conti- 
nental Baking makes no departure 
from the ad copy rote. ‘Eat good 
bread, such as Wonder Bread is, and 
build a strong and healthy body.’ 
Other virtues of the product stres- 
sed, and effectively so, is the fact 
that it is slow baked as to make it 
easily digestible. 

In a few weeks program’s slated 
to go four times a week and eventu- 
ally to five installments the week, 

Odec. 
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You need KDKA to sell today’s Pittsburgh 
market. Its service aireamore nearly corresponds 
to the entire Pittsburgh trading area than any 
other radio station. May we show you how? 


KDKA 


50,000 WATTS 
NBC Blue Network 


PITTSBURGH 


One of NBC’s Managed and Operated Stations 
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Simplified International Hook-Ups 
Occupy Attention of Paris Meet 


Paris, March 2, 


World-wide shortwave hookups 


which will permit international 
broadcasting of news events at short 
notice is up for discussion at the 
Intercontinental Broadcasting Con- 
gress now in session at Hotel Con- 
tinental 

To get on the air all over the 
world w ith a big event now requires 
weeks of negotiations about wave- 
lengths, time and so forth First 
speech of King Edward VIII of En 
land will get on that way, but after 
what a struggle! So broadcasters in 
conference are trying to work out 
problem for the future, 


Some 40 countries are represented 
by 80 delezates, of whom one (from 
England) is a woman and another 


(from Vatican City) is a Catholic 
priest. American delegates are D. | 
G. H. Van Ackere, E. K. Cohan and |} 
Cesar Searchinger of ¥ olu oa 
Broadcasting System; F. Bate, G. 
Horn and M. Jordan of ‘ laa 
Broadcasting Company, and Dr. 
Joliffe, chief engineer of the Radio 


Corporation of America. 


Estelle Stern, 





blues, now giving 
out with Eddie Derby’s band at 
WELI, New Haven. 








“New King of Syncopation” 
jimmie 
jim EXPRESS) 


lunceford 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
CASA MADRID 
March 14 and 15 

2 


direction 
HAROLD F. OXLEY 
17 E. 49th St. New York City 
t 

















Room 
Radio City 
New York 


WABC 


Wednesdays 
COCA-COLA 








SNOW TRAIN PROGRAMS 


WLBZ, Bangor, Takes Mikes 100 
Miles for Stunts 





Bangor, Me., March 10. 
WLBZ has be tying up with the 
| snow trains, a saieneiae for Arg tisics 
biz as well as a matter of civic rev -| 
enue in the resort areas. Station 
twice cooperated with the Bangor & 
Aroostook, a local line, in taking a 
mike to Greenville on Moosehe: 1d | 
Lake, nearly 100 miles from here. 
Used the ‘Man-on-the-street’ tec h- 
nique in catching the a tivities. 
| On another occasion the. station 


threw some plugging in the direction 
of the Dover-Foxcroft carnival, pre- 
senting a ‘Snow Train Revue’ from 
the studio. Over 5,000 people, larg- 
lest crowd of the season, turned up 
the actual event, 





for 





KLZ aniett Tells Press 


|News Broadcasts Help ’Em| 


Denver, March 10. 

In a talk made to members of the 
Colorado Press association, J. I. 
Meyerson, manager of KLZ, Denver, 
declared that the news broadcasts 
not only increased circulation of 
newspapers, but actually saved them 
money by eliminating the necessity 
of extras. Meyerson also protested 
against any particular advertising 
medium claiming it has everything. 

‘I firmly believe that reader in- 
terest and the circulation of news- 
papers are increased by radio bul- 
letins,, Meyerson told the editors. 
‘For this reason newspapers and the 
radio should work together as allies 
instead of competing with one an- 
other, The news as given over the 
air is by necessity so brief that no 
cne, even if he jiistens to every 
hourly broadcast, is satisfied with 
the number, length or details of 
these bulletins. To get the full 
facts, one is forced to read the daily 
paper.’ 


TESTING ON WINS 


Series 





Places Local on 


N. Y. Station 


Bourjois 


WINS, New York, has obtained 
the Barbara Gould account for an 
experimental run of eight weeks. 
Cosmetic brand will use quarter- 





EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 
ROCKWELL-O'KEEFE INC. 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 





SATURDAYS 
WEAF 

9:30-10:30 P.M 
EST 
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EXCLUSIVE; MANAGEMENT 
ROCKWELL; O'KEEFE: INC, 





NBC 


Decca 
Records 


EXCLUSIVE 
2OLGl @ enue 


MANAGEA WENT. 


O'KEEFE INC. 











BEATRICE KAY 


International Singing Comedienne 
Third Consecutive Month in TONY'S, 
New York 


Guest Star Rudy Vallee Hour, 


THURSDAY, March 12th 


Personal Management 
JULES ALBERTI 
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hour periods on alternate mornings 
and afternoon and a half hour eve- 
ning program during the course of 
the week. Talent will consist of a 
Louis Katzman band and legit 
names obtained through George 
Lederer, 

Station obtained the business 
direct from Bourjois, Inc., but Lord 
& Thomas will supervise the series. 





No More Ghosts Threat 


Detroit, March 10. 

Late Sunday night listeners go 
for ghost melodramas in a big way 
here, 

Two weeks ago WJR tested its 
‘Hermit’ program, aired every Sun- 
day at 11:30 p. m., by announcing 
that ghost-story skits would be dis- 
continued unless listcners objected. 
They did, heavily, almost 1,000 let- 
ters pouring into station in less 
than a week. 

Program, which is 
Eric Howlett and 
Charlie Penman’'s 
stay on even 
sponsor, 


written by 
produced by 
‘Mummers,’ will 
though there's no 


Newspapermen Into Radio 
Cincinnati, March 10. 
Smith, Post reporter, and 
Richard Kerley, desk man on local 
dailies, jumped to radio this week, 
| Jjoaning news room staff of WLW. 
Palmer Ward transfers from the 
station’s announcing to dramatic 
staff, but will continue as narrator 
on the Moon River stanzas. 


Pfaff 





Lincoln, March 10. 
Bill Lawrence, late of the As- 
; sociated Press bureau here, has 
gone over to the KOIL, KFAB, 
KFOR string of stations where he 
will act as the news man. At pres- 


| net all the talking is done by Dick 
| Kiplinger. 

| Lawrence will have the duty of 
| jazzing up the material from AP 


and the INS and UP services to 
read as a punchy 1 adio talk. 
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Geo. Roesler’s List 


Chicago, March 10. 

Besides representing the newly 
organized Affiliated Broadcasting 
Company which is headed by Sam- 
uel Insull, plus representing a num- 
ber of individual stations through- 
out the country, George Roesler also 
represents the Virginia Broadcast- 
ing System which has a five-station 
hook-up, 

These 
Danville, 
WCHYV, 
Richmond 
New Ss. 





five stations are WBTM, 
WLVA, Lynchburg, 
Charlottesville, WPHR, 
and WCH, Newport 





| Exhibits at 1937 Expo 


| Paris, March 2. 

Paris expo of 1937, which will be 
held on grounds surrounding the 
Eiffel Tower, is expected to con- 
tain so many radio and other elec- 
trical exhibits that transmission 
from the Tower will be interfered 
with. The station there—one of the 
earliest to be established in the 
world—may be moved. 

French are chiefly worried be- 
cause Eiffel Tower is used as send- 
ing station by the army, and noth- 
ing can be allowed to interfere with 
this. Also is used for programs and 
for television. No new spot for the 
outlet has yet been found. 





Expo Uses Air Talent 


Detroit, March 10. 

Two big expositions here current 
week, Detroit’s Annual ‘Little World 
Fair’ and General Motors’ ‘Show of 
1936,’ are providing a little extra 
bread-and-butter for local radio 
artists in addition to giving local 
stations nifty exploitation. 

G. M. held a contest to decide acts 
for its show, held in G. M. Building, 
and chose players from four of De- 
troit’s seven stations. Including 
Thelma Bow, of WWJ; The Sing- 
ing Bavarians, of WJR; Winifred 
Heidt, of WWJ; ‘Uncle Nick,’ Ray 
Dauberger, pianist, and five chil- 
dren, from WJBK; Alice Sheldon, of 





WXYZ; Tim Doolittle’s Mountain- 
eers, WJR; Herbert Peterson, 
WWJ; The Silhouettes, WJR;: The 


Three Aces, WJR; The Smoothies, 
WWJ, and Duncan Moore, com- 
mentator of WJR. Headliner is 
| Horace Heidt and his Brigadiers. 

Benny Kyte and his WXYZ ork is 
providing music for the Fair, at 
Convention Hail, with Lanny Ross 
as the headliner. Other localities in- 
clude the Radian Singers and the 
Souvenirs, of WWJ. 








6 Political Talks on WGST 
Atlanta, in One Evening 


Atlanta, March 10. 

Bitterly contested Fulton County 
primary election to be held tomor- 
row (11) has truly furnished a 
battle of the air. Radio talks have 
been the main method of attack for 
most candidates. One station alone, 
WGST, carried six political talks in 
one night after 6 p.m. 

Candidates sometimes talked more 
than once in an evening, on differ- 
ent stations, though most of the of- 
fice-seekers had others speak for 
them, Station officials have been 
busy following scripts, warning 
speakers they will be cut off if they 
leave their prepared speeches. 





Chas. Scribner Sponsored 


Cincinnati, March 10. 

Lehn & Fink has taken an even- 
;} ing spot on WLW to blurb Pebeco., 
| Program handled by Charles Scrib- 
ner, Who does all of the 21 charac- 
ters in his Johnson Family script. 
Period is 6 to 6:15, Monday through 
Friday. 

Scribner recently returned to the 
Crosley super after an Eastern 
jaunt and for several weeks did his 
show as a morning sustainer on the 
500,000 watter. ° 

Account handled by Merrill Ad- 
vertising Co., N, Y. 





N. Y¥. Journal-WNEW in Tie-Up 

Late night news broadcasts start 
this week over WNEW as part of 
station’s tie-up with New York 
Journal. New plan which will be 
tested for a week will spot 15-min- 
ute broadcast at 10 o'clock nightly. 
WNEW also broadcasts news from 
the Journal at noon and at 7 p.m. 
| daily. 

Because of importance attached to 
Dance Parade, from 9 p.m. to 2 a.m., 
station may trim the 10 p.m. news 
ito five minutes. 
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Here and There 





Stanley Kops, former WOR, New 
shorts at 


York scripter, writing 
Metro film studio. 





and 


Lland’s ork in Tuscon, Ariz., 


to Los Angeles for treatment, 


George Jessell set for Al Jolson's 
Shell Chateau, April 18. 
Richard Arlen making 
tions for Quaker Oats at 
Cinema studios on coast. 


transcrip- 
Associated 


Diana Bourbon goes to 





| Eiffel Tower | Air Problem 


March 18 to handle Burns and Allen 
there for two airings. 


broadcasts 


WSB, Atlanta, 


hung up a new mail 


Iron, 
Follies programs. 





Tom Hanes, Norfolk sports writer 


and radio commentator is back on 
WTAR after a minor operation to 
one eye. 

Mercy Esmond, former WGY 
songstress, singing at Hotel Strat- 
field, Bridgeport. 


William Dunn, mikeman 
WIBM, Jackson (Mich.), 
take a job in Akron, 
art joining 





for 
leaving to 
Harris Stew- 
the sales staff. 

Don Dunphy, onetime track star 
at Manhattan College and more re- 
cently a sportswriter and sports- 
caster, now announcer at WINS, 
New York, 





Jennison Parker of Yahbut and 
Cheerily, left Portland, Ore., for 
Chicago to join Al Pearce’s Gang. 

Eddie Payton’s orchestra is now 
broadcasting over WGY from the 
De Witt Clinton Hotel, Albany. 





Portland, Oregon radio artists 
have formed a Sunday nite club for 





Robinson on the Hoof 


Rubicam, will make a four-week so- 
journ along the Pacific coast, start- 
ing the end of March, in behalf of 
Felse Naptha. 

He will return to New York by 
way of the south, looking over local 
programs and contacting for avail- 
able time. 


Pickard Due in April 


Sam Pickard, CBS v.p. in charge 
of station, is due back in New York 
early in April. He has been on a 
vacation the past two months. 

Pickard and his wife sail from 
the westcoast, March 15, and are 
scheduled to arrive in Havana, 
March 27. After a stopoff they will 
proceed north, | 








New Faces at WNOX 
Knoxville, March 10. 
John Brakebill has joined the 
WNOX program department. Hor- 
ace Hunnicutt, formerly with NBC 
at Washington, is handling all radio 
promotion for the News-Sentinel. 
Horace Shelton is handling pub- 
licity for same station. 





Station KID Draws Nod 


Idaho Falls, Ida., March 10. 

F. C. C. examiner okayed request 
of KID to change site of trans- 
mitter from the center of town to a 
public park and upped daytime 
power from 500 watts to a 1,000. 

Night power request from 250 to 
500 watts was nixed. 





Barnie Miller Pinch-Hits 
Lancaster, Pa., March 10, 
Barnie Miller, free-lance scripter, 
is filling in on copy desk at WGAL 
here for Paul Rodenhauser, regular 
continuity man, who is in Easton, 
Pa., showing the boys in the new 
station just opened there how it's 
done. 
Miller held down the WGAL script 
department for several years, 





Philly Airs for Charity 
Philadelphia, March 10. 
Philadelphia Orchestra benefit 
concert March 22 in Convention Hall 
for United Campaign (co-operative 
charity drive) will be broadcast by 
WIP. Station taking it as sustainer. 
Orchestra rarely airs concerts, 
Jose Iturbi will conduct, 
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Sue Ross, sister of Benay Venuta 
vocalist with Everett Hoag- 
suf- | club broadcasts for WFIL, Philadel. 
fered spine injury in fall and taken 


Frisco 


Hubbell Robinson, Jr., of Young & | 


their own entertainment. Bill Ross, 


KGW, KF*X, is president; Tommy 
Hoxie, KXL, secretary. 

Frances E. Hancock, from the 
Coast, handling series of women’s 


phia. 
Ed Petry is putting on weight. 


Ralph Atlass 


hospital after a 


out of 
pnet 


I fenro in 
imonia siege 
Thomas J. Rockwell, of 
O'Keefe, left New 
(7) for a 


Rox nm VW 
York Saturda 
two-week stay in Florida 
Leo Fitzpatrick to Florida for t 
weeks, 
G. A. Richards, 


pres. 


WJR, back 


|record more than 31,000 pieces, dur- | jn petrvit from Honolulu trip, 

ing February. John Outler, adver- | Way 

tising director, finds large part of | Roger Skelton, heretofore with 
mail was drawn by Phillips Milk of |wmrj, Daytona Beach (Fla.), added 
Magnesia, Monticello Party Line, |tg the mike department at KALB, 
Journal Editorial Hour, Diamond 


Alexandria (La.). 


sall Brothers and Crossroads | 


| Martin Bevine and his Irish 
Blackbirds orchestra skedded to 
provide St. Patrick's Day the 
NBC Blue web, 4:45 p.m. 


| BENAY 
VENUTA 


Vacationing in Hollywood 
| CBS NETWORK 


| Exclusive Management 


CBS ARTISTS BUREAU 


Personal Management 
TULES ALBERTI, 515 Madison 
New York City 


ARTHUR 
* BORAN 


RADIO’S MOST 
VERSATILE ENTERTAINER 
@ 


over 





Ave. 








Appearing 
DUKE UNIVERSITY PROM, Durham, 
North Carolina 
WEEK MARCH 13th 
with TOMMY DORSEY’S ORCH 


Presenting his noted 
of stars of the stage. 
night clubs and 


impersonations 
screen, radio, 
political life. 


Dir.: WILLIAM MORRIS Agency 














LOUIS xx xx 
ARMSTRONG 


“KING OF TRUMPET” 
and HIS ORCHESTRA 
with LUIS RUSSELL and 


SONNY WOODS 
This Week 


APOLLO, NEW YORK 


Personal Mgr. JOE GLASER 
Dir. ROCKWELL - O'KEEFE 
in association with 
COLUMBIA ARTIST’S BUREAU 

















The 
Great American 
Tourist 


PHIL BAKER 


Gulf Refining Company 
Sundays, 7:30-8 P.M. EST 
WABC-CBS 










Direction 
A. & 8. Lyons 


ALEX HYDE 


musical direcior 


WHN new york 


WILLIAMS OIL-O-MATIC 
“Newscast” (3ist week) 
WCFL—7 P.M. EST 
LINCO PRODUCTS 
“For Women Only” (27th week) 
WCFL—12:45 P.M. EST 


DON NORMAN 


Phone—Whitehall 4450 
CHICAGO 
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Station’s ‘Divided Loyalty’ 





(Continued from page $5) 


tinctly possible if a wave of con- 
tracts for the regional tempted sta- 
tions to commit themselves on other 
segments of time which would 
overflow into the network—ear- 
marked stretches. 

For the first time since the or- 
ganization of Mutual NBC officials 
last week took cognizance of it to 
the extent of warning certain of 
the latter’s affiliates that NBC 
would not tolerate any further sale 
of local time for Mutual programs. 
These stations were told that the 
local option time had been granted 
them by the network for the pur- 
pose of building up their local re- 
lationships and commercial 
bilities and that if they wanted to 
sell time to a network it would be 
better for them to let NBC have 
an option on such facilities. 

Network Slant 


Contention that NBC makes is 
that its programs have largely been 


possi- 


responsible for developing and 
maintaining the popularity of its 
affiliates and that it is unfair for 


these stations to share their facil- 
ties with a competitive web. In the 
ultimatum that NBC is couching to 
deliver to NBC affiliates who are 
now taking Mutual programs the 
former network will point out that 
once it permits its autoncemy with 
regard to network allegiance to 
break down there will be no stop- 
ping a station from selling time to 
any web that makes a bid for it. 

Fact that the affiliates are able to 
collect the full card rate, minus 
15%, on this local option time when 
cleared through Mutual makes a 
shortsighted argument, says the 
NBC officials. Nobody objects to an 
affiliate getting as much as it can 
for its time, but when such efforts 
jeopardize its obligations and loy- 
alty to the network that helped 
make the station what it is, there 
is no alternative but to resort to a 
drastic shutdown on the practice. 
Contract now in effect with its as- 
sociated stations, aver NBC officials, 
pay the latter as high as 50% of 
the network rate, and the only rea- 
son that NBC can’t afford to make 
it more is because of the expense 
entailed in clearing sustaining pro- 
grams, sales and promotion activi- 
ties and general operations costs. 

In voicing the sentiments of his 
organization one NBC officer de- 
clared that if Mutual wants to build 
a network it should get out and 
develop its own stations,.but under 
no circumstances would the NBC 
stations be permitted to do the de- 
veloping by yielding up their local 
option periods. These periods are 
before 10 a. m., from 12 to 3 p. m.,, 
from ¢ te 7 p. m., and from 7:30 to 
8 p. m.,, all EST. 





Barry Turner, erstwhile United 
Press reporter and scribbler, at 
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Hearst Attitude 





Hearst organization, which 
has been particularly active in 
its business affiliation with 
Mutual, takes the view that 
there is nothing unfair about 
accepting outside network 
business as it comes along. 
Two of the Hearst stations, 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, and WBAL, 
Baltimore, have allied them- 
selves to Mutual by permanent 
wires. Former outlet is on the 
NBC red link and the later 
clears NBC blue programs. 

As a Hearst radio exec 
pressed it yesterday 


ex- 
(Tues- 


day): ‘You can’t run a station 
without business and if NBC 
can’t furnish it we'll have to 


take it whence we can, particu- 
larly when it’s offered us at card 
rate. For NBC to talk about 
taking over a station’s local op- 
tion time sounds absurd when 
it is realized that the network 
isn’t able to sell the time that it 
already has optioned. Only 
within the past week we have 
been informed of 12 accounts 
slated to go off the blue. Why 
doesn’t NBC demonstrace what 
it can do by selling the time it’s 
already got. With us it’s 
strictly a business proposition 
and we propose to go on taking 
business wherever we find it.’ 














Television S. A. 


(Continued from page 32) 
000,000 cash payment the RCA’s 
share in Electrical & Musical In- 
dustries, Ltd., an impetus was given 
to BBC television. The Baird sys- 
tem, controlled by the Ostrers, of 





Gaumont-British, also has been 
adopted by BBC. 

An official of BBC informs 
VARIETY that the most rapid ad- 


vances in practical television here 
came from the thousands of ama- 
teur experimenters with receiving 
sets, mostly home-made, whose 
researches and reports were col- 
lated by BBC engineers. 

Sending range of television is cur- 
rently limited, according to condi- 
tions, to between 30 and 40 miles of 
the central sending station, but BBC 
is said to have lately adopted a 
method of unusual flexibility. An 
official declares: ‘The successful 
post office development of a tubular 
cable of low electrical capacity per 
mile is a technical feat of great im- 
portance for television. 

‘Transmission of high definition 
pictures demands the conveyance of 
variable signals of much higher fre- 
quency than those used in the or- 
dinary broadcasting of sound. Up 
to the present the wireless medium 
has been the only one suitable for 
this, but we may now expect that a 
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there broadcast by ultra-short 
waves. In other words, the new de- 
velopment will make possible the 
simultaneous broadcasting of tele- 
vision in a manner similar to that 
used daily in ordinary broadcasting. 
Such an arrangement will very ma- 
terially reduce the costs of tele- 
vision services covering the prov- 
inces as well as the London area.’ 





Washington, March 11. 


Electric Home and Farm Au- 
thority, New Deal set-up, will not 
participate in promotional activities 
on behalf of television. Policy of 
the EHFA is clarified in a recent 
letter from Henry D, Brite to Leon 
L. Litt, the latter a whooper-upper 
television, Brite how- 

‘When television reaches the 
stage of development that it is be- 


states, 


ever: 


ing sold on a commercial basis 
EHFA will undoubtedly be glad to! 
consider the feasibility of offering 


a finance pian to assist in television |! 


|sales and promotion.’ 








It is explained further 
Supreme Court decision confirming 
legality of the Tennessee 
project does not in any way 
bearing on television. 
been felt that EHFA’s interest in 
television might have been speeded 
by this decision. 


PROPOSE SLANDER LAWS 
COVER FRENCH RADIO 


March 2, 


Bill has been introduced into 
Chamber of Deputies by representa- 
tive Felix Gouin to make the law 
of slander cover statements made 
on the air. At present, in order 
for a remark to be slanderous, it 
has to be made in a public place. 
A broadcasting studio is considered 
private so anything can be said 
there. 

French outlets will be used for 
speeches during coming election 
campaign and plenty hot talk is ex- 
pected. Second article of Gouin’s 
slander bill provides that all broad- 
cast matter be automatically trans- 
scribed under public control, for 
the record, 


Lifebuoy Minus Odor 


Lever Bros. show, plugging Rinso 
and Life Buoy, starts on CBS, 
March 24, with Ken Murray head- 
ing the cast. Account is taking over 
the Packard-Lawrence Tibbett spot, 
8.30 to 9 p.m, Deal for the band 
and singing support hasn’t been 
closed. Isham Jones is among the 
handmen under consideration. 

Ad copy on the CBS stanza will 
probably avoid any mention of the 
B.O. angle because of the network’s 
policy of nixing deodorants. Rinso 
will also be plugged on NBC through 
a dramatic serial, yet to be picked, 
using five quarter-hours a week. 


have 
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Relatives Sue Ed Wynn for $116,000 
For Taking Care of Comedian's Wife 





WRVA A DEEP RED 


Political Humor Embarrasses Rich- 
mond Station 








Richmond, Va., March 10. 
After broadcasting 60 days of leg- 





islature sessions, WRVA on Satur- 
iday eve cut one of the lawmakers 
| off the ether for remarks considered | 
| ‘embarrassing to the station.’ Politi- 
cos were winding up their parley 


land came to the mike for oratory, 
|horseplay and other jubilance over 
the end of their work. 

| Finally one of the boys cracked 
the yarn about the woodpecker, em- 
|} bellished with a few colorful pas- 
sages of profanity. Station pulled 
|the switch on his encore, 





| 
‘Winnipeg Profits Prompt 
Expansion Program 


Winnipeg, March 10, 

Annual statement of the radio di- 
vision of the Manitoba Telephone 
department, owners of CKY here, 
shows that 1935 was the biggest 
year in its broadcasting history 
with a revenue balance of $48,843.94, 
or an increase of $15,603.12 over 
1934, Total annual intake was $136,- 
059. After writing off amortization 
on old buildings for CKY and ob- 
solete equipment for CKX, Brandon 
(also owned by the _ telephone 
people), there was still a net profit 
of $12,434.87. 

New quarters for CKY and more 
wattage are now in prospect, Sta- 
tion is housed ir rickety studios 
used continuously since 1923, and 
these are to be replaced by better 
facilities elsewhere. The wattage 
increase is problematical and hinges 
on whether CKY’s wave length can 
be untangled from interference with 
U. S. and Mexican outlets. If not, 
the power, which only recently was 
pushed to 15,000, will again have to 
be jacked, 

Figures on expenditures for talent 
last year at first caused a rumpus 
when an outlay of a mere $6.842.36 
was given. Since then it’s been ex- 
plained that that was for sustaining 
oniy, and that the total chunk was 
$49,703.35. CKY has six and a half 
hours daily of its own programming 
(the rest being piped in), and that 
of those six a big share goes to e.t.’s. 





Singers as Spielers 
Detroit, March 10. 
Three new announcers were added 
to WXYZ's staff past week. Two 
are former bass soloists. 
Louis E. Aitken, Jr., formerly vo- 
called at WLW, Cincinnati, while 





vr 





Ed Wynn was so annoyed and 
persecuted by his wife, Hilda 
Keenan Wynn, he once determined 
to abandon America and flee to Eu- 
rope with his son, Keenan, accord- 
ing to Samuel Greenberg and his 





wife, Ruth, relatives of Wynn by 
marriage. This state of affairs of 
the comedian was related -by the 


Greenbergs in N. Y. Supreme Court 


'during the past week in the trial 
lof their suit for $116,000 which they 
| claim Wynn owes them for having 
itaken care of Mrs. Wynn and pro- 
ltecting the comic from the on- 


islaughts of his spouse. Wynn and 
|jhis son have been in daily attend- 
lance at the trial which is being 
heard before Justice Bernard L. 
Shientag and a jury. 


At the opening of the case, 
Sidney Wittner, counsel for the 
Greenbergs, told the jury that 


Wynn had promised the Greenbergs 
to ‘make them rich for life’ and to 
provide them with a furnished home 
in the country if they would con- 
trol Mrs. Wynn. Wynn failed to 
carry out his oral promises and the 
iGreenbergs figured that he owes 
them a total of $116,000, of which 
Mrs. Greenberg is asking $100,000 
and her husband $16,000 for ex- 
penses. They claim they carried out 
their part of the agreement from 
March, 1929, to November, 1930. 

Opposing this contention, I. Gains- 
burg, on behalf of Wynn, denied 
any such promises were made either 
in writing or orally by the comedian, 
He declared that he simply engaged 
Greenberg to handle his brokerage 
account, Greenberg is Wynn's uncle. 

Yesterday morning (Tuesday) the 
plaintiffs’ case was completed, and 
Wynn for the rest of the day was 
on the stand as chief witness in his 
own defense. Wynn steadfasily de- 
nied that he had made any agree- 
ment with the plaintiffs whatsoever, 
or that Mrs. Wynn had ever com- 
mitted any violence as the result 
of drinking. 

Wynn was extremely serious and 
reserved while testifying and being 
cross-examined, until Wittner, the 
plaintiffs’ council, put a question 
that Wynn interpreted as reflecting 
on his wife. At this juncture he 
dramatically protested, whereupon 
Wittner asked the court to declare 
a mistrial on the grounds that Wynn 
was ‘bringing the theatre into the 
court,” Motion was denied. 

Case will be continued today 
(Wednesday) with the defense again 
taking the stand. Wynn will finish 
his testimony, and wiil be followed 
by his son Keenan, also a defense 
witness, 








Luther Hill, general manager for 
Iowa Broadcasting System, has just 
made the circle of Omaha, Kansas 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































KUJ, Walla Walla, to direct local | television program originating in a Beth Langford, the ‘Miss Hollie} William T. Crago warbled over|City and St. Louis stations. Craig 
news broadcasts which will be of-|central studio may be simultane- | Wood’ of KFOR, Lincoin, started | WGAR, Cleveland. The third spieler| Lawrence, commercial manager, 
fered in addition to Transradio re-|ously conveyed by underground ;amateur night with the Orpheum |is Charles W. Woods, ex of KDKA, !now touring Minneapolis, Milwaukee 
ports, cable to a number of centres and! theatre. Pittsburgh, and WTAM, Cleveland. 'and Chicago, 
" -: LOCAL PROGRAMS FOR SALE TO NATIONAL ADVERTISERS  -:-: 
A This Classified Advertising Section is planned by Variery for once-a-month publica- — ~ buy, this — — ee yee age 8 payee! ° markets. It 
; ; ; : ; - contains the answers—at a glance—to the princi oints about any sustainin ogram 
tion. Hereafter it will be published in the first issue of Variety each month. Next pub tik ont thelr abn ainades be aaeaetieinn Pacnen ag cao pereadbcre. “4 9 progr 
lication is April 7. : Copy for the next publication of this classified section may be sent to Variety, 154 West 
Offered as Variety's solution of how the station with a program to sell may easily and 4+» Street, New York, or to any branch office or local Variety representative. 
economically be placed in contact with the advertising agency or sponsor looking for a The cost is $10 per program per insertion. 
PROGRAM’S | PREVIOUSLY 
MARKET STATION PROGRAM TITLE TYPE TIME OF DAY AGE SPONSORED BY COST OF TALENT 
/ Cincinnati ....... WCKY | Marlean Deane Popular Songs Early evening _13_ weeks __ | Formerly NBC On_request 
Cincinnati ...... a WCKY Morning Round-up Variety 7-7.30 a. m. _i4 weeks —s |... «+--+ e eee On reauest 
Cincinnati ...... ‘ WCKY | Rythmaniacs Harlem Harmony Night _26 weeks tee csceescese On request \ 
Cincinnati ....... WCKY Sunshine Sisters Vocal Trio Night _13_ weeks | Phillips 66 ss | Orn_ request 
Cincinnati ...... a WCKY WCKY Barn Dance Hillbilly Night 52 weeks __ | Sears-Roebuck On request 
i IGGL Gris kscas ° CKLW Okla. Bob Albright’s Trading Post Variety 10.30-11 a. m. _ 4 months Dodge (WLW. Ci) | 6-a-week. $450 per week 
a es ~ WJBK | ‘Chandu’ Mystery 7.15 p. m. _Re-run pees eee eee 6-a-week, $220 per week 
~ Greenville, S. C... KFBC Kentucky Colonels Hillbilly 12.30 noon _6 months | Crazy Crystals $20 per show 
) Los Angeles...... KNX ‘Elmer Goes Hollywood’ Script M-F inel., 7-7.15 p.m. =i. a weet ss esceetss On reauest 
Los Angeles...... KNX ‘The Newlyweds’ Script M-F incl., 7.30-7.45 p.m.__ | _3 weeks __ | Pitts. Plate Glass_ | $250 per week 
Los Angeles... KNX ‘Hollywood Legion Fights’ Sports Friday, 9.30 p. m. _10 years | Various $750 (incl. time) 
Los Angeles...... KNX | ‘Newspaper of the Air’ News 9.45 a. m. and 12 noon __ 6 years Various $160 per week 
Montreal ....... .|  CKAC Therese Sagnon In French Day and night 2 years | went ste eeeees $65 per show 
j New England.... Yan. Netw’k Jack Onslow’s Baseball School 2 | Chiidren’s 5 p. ™. 15 months | Spencer Shoe 3-a-week, $150 
New York City... WHN Harry Crawford, Arthur A. Bryan Barn Dance Thurs.-Sat., 9.15-9.45 p.m. | 9 months |............ : On request i 
— New York City... WHN ‘Broadway Melody’ Revue Monday, 8 p. m. _l year | w.:+++++ sees Be 
~ New York City... WHN ‘The Ghost Walks’ Dramatic Fri.-Sat., 7.30 p. m. 5 weeks | senses ee eeeees On request 
New York City... WHN ‘Itty Bitty Kiddie Hour’ Satire Tuesday, 9 p. m. 2 Fears | nner nsecrees . 5. 
New York City... “WHN ‘Promenade Concert’ Music Tues.-Thurs., 8.30 p. m. _ 6 months _ eEEREEEI NEEL a -. ... —_——a 
a Spokane ......... KFPY ‘The Pioneers’ Five Cowboys M-F, 3.45 p. m. _} year Costennd Speeds: $25. Gay, 356 _ night 
Syracuse ........ WSYR ‘Sports Observer’ Scores, Comment 6.30 p. m. S.ZOSSe eesee Servi? ____ [ee per wok 
oe ~ WSPD ‘Normalizing Exerciser’ Health paoine $.15 a. m. =-. . Leon Dept. Store $15 _per_ show 
Toronto sede -CFRB Wissert Campbell Teyor-Ensemble Tues.-Thurs., 1.30 p.m. __| _10 months __ | Fels-Naphtha $46 per pee a 
Wheeling, W. Va. | WWVA ‘Flyin’ X Round-up’ Hillbilly M-S, incl., 5.45 p. m. 8 months United Remedies /!6-a-week, $150 per week 
é st 
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: | tile ef the lot. Ben Bernie is good for a long time yet—because he’s 
| 
I] hvthm | Ben Bernie, 
eC in Color 
~ | 


Duke Ellington 1s still the best of the colors. His manner is distinctly 

his own and his compositions, like ‘Sophisticated Lady,’ hold a high 

The ninth of a series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as | place in the dance music world. Harvard opinion continues to stick by 
regards dance music and dance bands. | him regardless of momentary trends. Louis Armstrong is coming back 
The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools, | faster than any of the old time colored outfits, According to the num- 
have been asked by Variety to give the opinion of the student body as @| ber of records he sells, and the acclaim he gets for his radio performances, 
whole.rather than pass personal judgment. Neither has Vartety given fur-| he is due for a real spot in the new limelight, Jimmy Lunceford is 
ther instruction as to what was to be said or how. These articles appear | steady and consistent. He has a devoted group of followers and is 
as the undergraduates have written them, with the expressed opinions | generally favored by the whole student community. He is not coming 
being their own. up as fast as Armstrong, but does better than the one-time king, Callo- 
Variety publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a cross- | way. Yet the Cab, too, still has the nucleus of a good sized Harvard | 
section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and bands with | following but he would not drag them in as surely as some of the others. 
the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. For what the | Fats Waller and his stooges, who might as well beat on washboal is and 


college group has to say about dance music 15 deemed important in the um on kazoos for all their importance in Waller’s method of syneopatio 
trade have taken a long fall from grace recently. Waller’s rhapsodical 
ines are becoming boring to ma 
HARVARD British Contingent 
a ied Among the English bands Reggie Forsythe, with his t l i 
By Alfred C. Butterfield °37 numbers, leads both Jack Hylton and Noble. Part of the sect 
(Harvard ‘Crimson’ Noble’s sudden drop here, may rest with his American band whit i 
technical perfection of his British recording outfit And pa 
Before the much talked about recent trend rt he . on tO} que to the trend away from such sweet tunes as ‘Goodnight Sw thea 
swing’ music, Harvard contained addicts tor almost ev King Of SYN-| and other Noblesque characteristics While Hylton's monotonous 
copation. One man would be mad about the drippy, warm and monoto-.| sentation of warmed-over English musichall ballads has made him a great 


nous notes of Wayne King as they sort of slid out of the loud speaker. disappointment. He shows sparks of life, however, that make him more 
| 


On the other hand, his roommate stayed up after midnight to whoop} than just tolerated. 


with Cab Calloway. sut now they are both crazy about swing. True, | Ozzie Nelson, by the way, may be due for a comeback if he stops sing- 
they still quarrel but only because one insists that Tommy Dorsey has| jng himself and lets his band go ahead on the new music which the 
as hot a bunch as Benny Goodman. They agree, though, that Wayne! haye mastered extremely well. The boy-meets-girl stuff that goes on 
King is a great cure for insomnia and that Calloway’s style is a result! petween Miss Hilliard and Nelson has been worked to the last dit 
of unfortunate musical illiteracy. The new Horace Heidt combination devotes much of its attention to 
The case of these two mé¢ is fairly typical at Cambridge The boys swing pieces and seems ; apt to be caught up in the present <¢ 
who bought Ray Noble records by the doz before that young Englisl opi! 
man came over to this couniry, wouldn't step outside f doors to heat There are several bands without top reputations like Johnn { 
him play now, while friends of Glen Gray are currently apt to switch | Ted Weems, and Anson Weeks, that have held on to their medium popu- 
him off unless he gets into something like the ‘Casa Loma Stomp’ or thé larity. Johnny Green is the most versatile of this trio, probably becaus« 
band’s own fine arrangement of ‘Rhythm Is My Business.’ Of course,| he is the best musician. The other two are equally good on nov 
that’s not the whole story. It’s possible, at least it was possible the] numbers but are consistently too sweet to attract much popular fav 
other day, to find one or two people who still like Duchin and Lombardo. | from the Harvard audience 
Most of the boys here like to credit the renaissance of hot music to The ‘Drip’ Manner 
Jimmy Lunceford. He played at Dunster House last year and all the Getting to the bands that have unquestionably suffered in Cambridg 
hot music literati turned out. Their group has been pretty steady undergraduate favor are names like Lombardo, King, Lyman, Gat 
through the years when the hot was out and the sweet in. They have|anq Duchin. The whining saxophones and the soft slow sliding tempo 
kept old records, buy others here and there and they talk of ‘swing,’ ‘jam’! which made Lombardo the greatest of all American popular orchestras 
and ‘corn’ among themselves. But the genera] undergraduate last year! are displaced today: by the Goodman clarinet and the Dorsey trombone 
went for straight bands like Ben Bernie, Isham Jones and Ozzie Nelson.|} more intricate, less naive and sentimental Lombardo will always be a 
They were good to dance to and had adequate vocalists. big name in popular music history for the style he put across and tl 


After Name Bands 
Before last summer, however, the peculiar lingo of the hot music crowd 
7 mr 4 . spinlict tiem . . . rs ¥ g . ron ir 
began to worm its way into common speech. Biggest news to dance| ™aster. The waltz specialists like Lyman and King are good in 


singular perfection, within its bounds, of that sty 


best, an imitator of the Lombardo manner and falls off here with his 


fans was that Kirkland House was kicking over the traces and hiring | Medium, but who waltzes? King is fairly good off the radio, hows 
the first name band in its history. The Dorsey Brothers came, con-| When he drops the waltz motif ; 
quered, and Harvard was swing conscious. When the college opened It’s a foregone conclusion that these most prominent exponents « 
this fall the boys bought out all the local supply of swing records; fre- | what might be called the ‘drip’ manne are through so far asa Harvard 
quented only those Boston night spots where swing music was the order; | following is concerned. The pretty little tinklings of Duchin at the ke 
drove miles to hear and dance to prominent bands of the swing style. | board are dead, and for a long while. dae 

Lowell House hired Felix Ferdinando, a non-swing band, and the dance} Xavier Cugat leads the field by a tremendous margin in Latin-Ar 
didn’t draw. Adams House took Fletcher Henderson and the dance paid,| Can popular music. A great many are enthusiastic about his 1 Po 
For the spring dances, when the houses customarily present name bands,| 4nd almost everybody likes to listen to him. 
there are rumors in the air. They say that Kirkland House is afte We might also mention Ruby Newman, the Boston band 7 
Benny Goodman, but probably can’t get him Former unknowns like| ently making a splash in New York. His bunch is musica p 
Mezz Mezzrow and Adrian and his Tap Room Gang are boomed as possi- | and versatile, and with Leroy Anderson as a chief arranger he will go a 
bilities. Ina Ray Hutton, who rates high here, is almost sure to land|long way. Anderson was director of the Harvard Band wh was 
one of the houses. | famous all over the east for its tricky music. Harvard boys pooh-poohed 


A sample of Harvard opinion on big bands would lean topheavily in | him when he was here playing at parties. Now they follow his rise w 
the direction of hot music and bands. Sweet bands that have made no| happy smiles, 
effort to keep abreast of the change would find themselves a little less (Next week: Washington) 
than lightly regarded. For instance, Benny Goodman and Tommy Dorsey | — prugam cin 
are coming up the fastest—they have actually arrived. Their technical } 


excellence, the preponderance of fast, ‘lift’ pieces in their repertoire, ° © 
have set them far out front as far as Harvard men are concerned. isi p tH meet SIC 
Local opinion is that the only white bands that can compare, at their | 

best, with Goodman and Dorsey are Henry Busse, Tommy Dorsey's 
brother, Jimmy, and Ray Noble and Glen Gray in inspired moments. Hal 
Kemp is consistently attractive but lacks the distinctive touch of the| Expanding his music publishing interests on the Coast, Sam F 
others. Ray Noble’s American band is poorer than his English group, 
and Noble has taken a bad tumble in -popular favor at Harvard. Some 
of his songs are classics and his arrangements are first rate, but he ranks 


—_— —_——_—— ---_— | 





| 


ox has} 
engaged Lucky Wilber, former western professional manager for Harms. 
to work exclusively on the Fox catalog and exploit songs from the 





| Pickford-Lasky production ‘One Rainy Afternoon’ and Republic’s ‘Laugh- | 
below either Gray or Kemp here; somewhere in a class with Isham| ing Irish Eyes.’ 
Jones, who has, let it be said, made somewhat of a comeback. Harry Coe, who has been handling Coast professional contact for both 
Glen Gray was just too popular to last, it seems. He now lacks the | the Sam Fox and Movietone Music, will confine his activities to Movie- 
pep and spontaniety of the majority of his rivals, and Harvard boys who/ tone. Fox is adding additional men in the Chicago and New York oftices 
drove all the way out to Marlboro, to a dancehall, to hear him last year, as the two catalogs will be separate in all offices. 
don’t care much any more. Of course it isn’t Glen Gray, it’s the popular | : aeaisinasiahpen 
fancy. But the same then could be said of his former success—that | ‘Gloomy Sunday,’ composed by Rezso Sereso and authored by Laszlo 
! 
| 


wasn't Glen Gray either; it was the popular fancy. 


: fe tag Javor, is an Hungarian torch song which has come to America with a 
Names like Waring, Whiteman, Bernie, and Rudy Vallee have a fa- 





N background of melancholia, death and destruction. Chappell, which 
miliar ring to Harvard ears. They'd draw here and Waring much the! has the American publication rights and which assigned Sam M. Lewis t 

- > T ‘YY Ore ¢ i > sj > . ‘hi ¥ ac stne i¢ . : 7 ; A ae ot eee subse 
\ best of the lot. They are a little outside our orbit, though, as American fashion an American lyric, first heard of the Budapest torche: ft 


} institutfons which should not be destroyed. All except Vallee. . Rudy | mid-European publicity that the gloomy effect of the so 
puts on one of the best air shows, as he did last vear at the freshman people to commit suicide. ; 
smoker, but the Connecticut Yankees are just an ordinarily middlin’ | 
band. Vallee once got a barrage of grapefruit from Harvard students. | 
He wouldn't get it now for two reasons.- Those that went to hear him 
would go for his show, and they wouldn't be disappointed; those that 
want good music would stay home. 

Fred Waring was at the Business School not long ago and it is a safe 
bet he'd draw just as well today. His band is probably the most versa- 


g caused several! 


When Metro closed with Rudolf Iriml for the filmusicalization of ‘The 
Firefly,’ the picture company also arranged for the composer to w 
at the studig. Friml is in Culver City currently, having reiurned 
the Orient about a month ago. He had been knocking around in 
Far East for about two years on an unscheduled itinerary. Friml h 
| always been partial to the atmosphere and climate of the O1 ient. 
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Musie Notes 





Dr. Huge Riesenfeld scoring 
Angels in White’ for Ben Zeidman. 





Metro acquired screen rights to 
Rigoletto’ from publishers in Italy, 

Art Schwartz of Music Sales 
Corp. touring northwest to set up 
20 more counters. 

Arthur Lange rehearsing 65-piece 
orchestra and chorus of 50 for 
Pretty Girl’ number it ‘Great Zier 

. 1’ at M ‘ » = 

Chet Forrest ind I > 

) Ms Ss I ¢ W ) l 
= Ove Love to \ f 

| 
Artie Mehlinger, former H 
epresel tative f yr M 
Holding Corp goes to Pittsbu 
to 1 nase Kay Kyse1 8 combo. 


Jack Robbins conceded rights to 
‘I'm An Old Cow Hand From the 


Rio Grande’ to Bing Crosby for 
Paramount's ‘Rhythm on the Range 
Sam Fox's ( off 1} 
$ “¢ pta Ja 


Charles Tobias and Pete Wendling 
I elected members of t 
council of the Sonegwri 


i 


Protective Associatior 


Ed. Farley’s ‘Riding in a Rumble 
Seat’ is slated for a plug revival 
Mills Musi In took the tune fron 
him in 1984 but did little with it 


Jack Mills has bought the Amer- 


ican rights to ‘Jubilation Rag’ from 
Peter Maurice, London publisher, 
ind sold the British rights of 
Yours Trul Is Truly Yours’ to 
La ! \\ ht 


Etzi Covato and his band leaving 


> Plaza Cafe, Pittsburgh, for a 
ionth’s stay at the Black Cat, Wil- 
mington, De Covato’s place at the 
laza, of which he is co-owner, wil 

“d | » Schafer 

Raymond B. Egan, who wrote 

panes Sa i in ind ‘Until We 
Meet \gain,’ is getting his first 
epresentation in a Tin Pan Alley 
l ise in fo years through Sha- 
piro-Be tein’s ‘Knick Knacks on 
ie Miante Ligan has been in ill 
healt} 


Abe Lyman leaves New York 
April 7 to open four days later at 
the College Inn, Chicago. Group of 


| N. Y. professional men are going 


along with him, including Jonie 
Taps, Rocto Vocco, George Pianda- 
dosi, Mack Goldman, Charles War- 
ren and Chester Cohn, 


PRIMA MOVES OVER 
New Orleans, March 10. 
Leon Prima will close his Shim 
Sham club in the French Quarter, 
April 8 and open the West End roof, 
April 11 under the name of Prima’s 
Penthouse, featuring name band, 
norus and dance team for enter- 
tainment. The bar at Shim Shan 


will be kent open throughout the 


Bill Young With Garber 


Chicago, March 10 
Bill Young. manager of the RCA 
Victor recording studio here for the 
past four years, has resigned. 
fe takes over the personal man- 


” 


isement of Jan Garber’s band. 





YALE’S TRADITIONAL SONG 


By MINNIGERODE, POMEROY: and GALLOWAY 


’ 


Now Ready—Male Quartette and male voice arrangements, piano 
Authorized publishers of "'The Whiffenpoof Song’ 
| MILLER MUSIC, INC. 


1619 Broadway it WILL ROCKWELL, Gen. Mgr. 





+x 


| Tut WHIFFENPOOF SONG 


Revision by RUDY VALLEE 


copy with text and vocal-and concert orchestration 





New York City 
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Repercussions Brewing in WB Copyr’t 


Suits; Which Side is Burkan On?’ 





Defense which CBS has set up in 
its answer to infringement suits 
brought by Warner Bros, is expect- 
ed to develop bitter repercussions 
at the next meeting of the director- 
ate of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors & Publishers. 
Course which this kickback will 
take was revealed last week at a 
meeting of the Music Publishers’ 
Protective Association when it was 
charged that Nathan Burkan, who, 
as general ASCAP counsel, helped 
prepare the CBS answer, had 
fathered a legal theory which ques- 
tioned the right of a publisher to 
claim 100% ownership in his copy- 
rights. 

In its answering papers CBS held 
that it had a right to use the War- 
ner catalog because of the network’s 
licensing agreements with ASCAP. 
Also that even if WB has ceased to 
be a member of the society the 
former could not insist upon a com- 
plete enforcement of its perform- 
ing rights since half of these rights 
belonged to the writers, who in turn 
had assigned their rights to ASCAP. 

Theory of copyright partnership 
as outlined by the CBS defense was 
pointed out by Herman Starr, WB 
v.p., who had been invited to the 
MPPA meeting. Starr declared that 
if this was Burkan’s theory, the 
fundamental rights of the publishers 
were being threatened, and that it 
was up to the latter to do something 
in defense. Indie pubs present sug- 
gested that representations be made 
at the next ASCAP board meeting, 
which would seek to have Burkan 
express a definite stand on the sub- 
ject of copyright ownership. 

Questioning of Burkan, if it goes 
through, will again bring out in the 
open a controversy which has raged 
for years between the publisher and 
the writer factions in the society. 
When the last ASCAP membership 
contract Was originally drawn there 
was included a clause which recog- 
nized the writer as a 50% owner 
of the copyright of his work. This 
agreement form was torn up and 
another, with the 50% clause elimi- 
nated, substituted after publisher 
members with few exceptions re- 
fused to renew their contracts. 





BURNETT LOSES OUT ON 
‘MELANCHOLY BABY’ 


Ernie Burnett, writer of ‘Mel- 
ancholy Baby,’ lost out Monday (9) 
in his effort to get the New York 
Supreme Court to restrain the Joe 
Morris Music Co. from publishing 
the tune. Justice Callahan ruled 
that Morris kad obtained a valid 
assignment of the song from the 
Myron Bennett Co. and that if 
Burnett had any cause for action 
he would have to take it up with 
the law side of the court. Morris 
was granted dismissal of the in- 
junction proceedings. 

Burnett transferred his copyright 
to the Bennett firm on June 28, 1912, 
and five years later Bennett turned 
over the publishing rights to Mor- 


ris. The copyright expires in 1938 
and by the rights of renewal it will 
then revert back to Burnett. 


Justice Callahan averred 
long as Morris continues to pay him 
royalties, there is nothing the court 
ean do about having the copyright 
turned back to Burnett. 





Willard Moore as Iowa’s 
WPA Director of Music 


Des Moines, Ia., March 10. 


Willard 


Moore, for three years 
music supervisor for Publix the- 
atres in Iowa, has been appointed 
Iowa director of Works Progress | 


Administration music projects by | 
L. S. Hill, state WPA administrator. 
There are 129 lowa musicians on 


relief, most of them living in Polk | 


county. A WPA orchestra of from 
50 to 60 pieces has already been es- 
tablished here. WPA music 


were handled by Harry Allen, form- 


that as | 


3. 4. + 
projects | 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Union has suddenly stepped out of 
character and has now set himself 
up as censor of the public prints. 
|Having dictated to everybody else 
lin this town Petrillo is evidently 
searching for new fields to conquer 
land is now trying to do something 
about the press. 

Variety vesterday received a cute 
llittle note from local Musicians 
Union ‘requesting it to appear be- 


erly head of progressional and ser- | 


vice projects. 
Moore is the 
music director. 
dent of the board of directors o' 
Des Moines musicians’ union. 
salary. will be $2,300 a year. 


first state WPA 
He is a past presi- | 
the 
His 





Rodgers and Hart spotted 
You My Love?’ In Pioneer's ‘Danc- 
ing Pirate.’ ° 


‘Are | 


/sicians.’ 


‘lane oY ay other tine.” Bis 


$2 FOR IRVING 


Sheet ’Legger Owes It to Berlin, 
Magistrate Harris Says 





Pitted 

‘You owe Irving Berlin $2. Have | 
you got it?’ asked Magistrate Over- | 
ton Harris in Night Court of Harry 
Brice, 23, New York song sheet ped- | 
dler, when he was arraigned on the 
charge of peddling song. sheets 
(copyrighted) in the subway at 96th 
street and Broadway. Brice stated 
that he didn’t have the $2. He was 
sentenced to West Side jail for one 
day, but was liberated in a few} 
hours when the court day concludes. 

Brice was arrested by Clifford 
Kearsing, special cop. Interboro 
cops and representatives of music 
sheet concerns are making a drive 
on song sheet peddlers in the sub- 
way. 

The Court 


asked Brice if the song 


sheets he was selling were copy- 
righted. He replied in the affirma- 
tive. It was then the Court an- 


nounced that he owed Berlin the $2. 





MIAMI FRENCH CASINO’S 
PIX-DANCING; NO BOOZE 


March 10. | 

After playing the winter season | 
here, ‘Folies Parisienne’ has quit the | 
French Casino to trek to London," 


Miami, 





where it will fill an engagement | and the Village Barn. 
commencing in April. House will| Last’ week’s actions gainst | 
reopen with a new policy of motion| broadcasters involvea WGST, At- 
pictures and an _ orchestra, with jlanta, Ga., WDRC, Hartford, 
dancing filling in between. | WGAL, Lancaster, Pa WLBZ, 
The regular nite club policy was| Bangor, WKBW, Buffalo, WHEC, 
the original idea, with patrons al- | Rochester, WOKO, Albany, WJAS, 
lowed to order drinks, but squawks/| Pittsburgh, WESG, Elmira, WORK, 
from picture houses resulted in the WEBR, Buffalo, KFSO, 
city taking action and banning the|}San Francisco, WSJS, Winston- 
drinks, | Salem, WDNC, Durham, N. C., 
i esa | WBIG, Greenboro, N. C., WMBR, 
Detroit, March 10. | Jacksonville, WDAE, Tampa, 
After a year’s lapse, proposal for | WDBO, Fs Orlando, E la., ba LAC, 
in re : Nashville, KMOX, St. Louis, 
a French Casino in the dark Broad- | ~**, © > ' 
ta Cn rl , ‘ oie | WMEX, Boston, KHJ, Los Angeles, 
way-Capitol downtown theatre is| I WFBL, Syracuse, WSYR, Syracuse, 
being revived again. The 3,500-| “ WL. Ne eee 
seater deluxe house has been opened kas FL, Chicago, W = ie . 
eans. 


from time to time in recent years | 
both on pic and vaudfilm policies. 

Restaurant-theatre idea for the 
Capitol was abandoned last year be- 
cause house was termed ‘unsuitable’ 
by local backer. With town now in 
best shape since boom days, under- | 
stood both local and outside inter- | 
ests are dickering. 

Emerson Gill and his orchestra 
having closed at the Casino has 
started on a dance tour northward. 





MD. GETS PURE 
Baltimore, March 10. 
County constables raided the 
Green Lantern Inn, roadhouse at 
Appleton, Md., north of here, and 
arrested owner, Earl Bunker, and a 
dancer, Lucille Ray, on ‘indecent’ 








show charges. Haled into police | 
court, Bunker footed both fines, $50 | 
and $15, respectively, plus court 
charges. 


First time roadhouse or nitery in| This is the first suit brought here | 
Maryland has been bowled over on | by Warner Bros. since the ASCAP | 
the ‘indecent’ show in many years. | split. 





Knee-Deep in Cleffers 





Hollywood, March 10. 
Setting what is believed to 
be an all time record, Johnny 
Mercer, lyricist, presently is 
teamed up with a dozen tune- 
sters simultaneously. They are 
Allie Wrubel, Lou Alter, Con 
Conrad, Gordon Jenkins, Franz 
Steininger, Johnny Green, Al- 
bert von Tilzer, Phil Ohman, 
Sam Stept, Fred Astaire, Dick 
Whiting and Matt Malneck. 
In addition, Mercer has scrib- 
bled both tunes and lyries for 
two other numbers. 


WB SEES NAB 
ON NEW DEAL 


James W. Baldwin, managing 
director of the National Association 
of Broadcasters, and his advisory 
committee on copyright are slated 
to meet with Herman Starr, Warner 











Bros. v.p., Friday (13) to discuss 
the terms of a new licensing con- 
| tract, the present agreement ex- 


pires March 31. 


After concentrating on broadcast- 
ing outlets since the early part of 


January, Warners last week 
its volley of copyright infringement | 
action on the hotels and nite clubs. 
|Cited in complaints filed in the 


Federal Court were the Plaza, Fifth | 


Avenue, Weylin, St. Moritz, and 
New Yorker hotels, the Hollywood 
and the Paradise restaurants and 
two village niteries, the Nut Club 





WB Music Sues KHJ 


Lon Angeles, March 10. 

Complaints charging copyright 
inringements filed in U. S. District 
Court here against Don Lee Broad- 
casting System by Remick Music 
Corp. and M. Witmark & Sons. 

Lee’s radio station, KHJ, accused 
of ethering songs in the Warner 
group catalog, without being li- 
censed. Damages of $5,000 sought 
in each alleged violation, with per- 
manent injunctions also sought. 


Buffalo, March 10. 
Harm’s has filed suit in Federal | 
court here against the Buffalo) 
3roadcasting Company, Howell 
Electric Company (WEBR) and! 
Elmira Star Gazette (WGSG) al- 


jleging infringement of copyrights. 





Petrillos Funny Ideas 





‘Invites’ ‘Variety’ to Confab—Chi Musicians 
Union’s Imaginary Peeve 


+ 


Chicago, March 10. 


James C. Petrillo of the Musicians 


|fore the board of directors on March 
13,’ to show cause Why your publica- 
ition should not be declared unfair to 
the Chicago Federation of Musicians 
by reason of articles which you 
have published which are derogatory 
ito the Chicago Federation of Mu- 


VARIETY regrets it’s unable to meet 
Petrillo or its board of diree orn for 








Pluggers’ $10,000 


Professional Music 
, Staged at the Alvin, New 
York, Sunday (7), brought the or- 
ganization over $10,000. Of this 
amount $6,000 was derived from pro- 


Show which 


Men, Inc. 


gram advertising, $3,000 from the 
sale of tickets and $1,000 from the 


Adam Hat Co. for sponsorship of the 


show's broadcast over WHN 
Music contacteers drew slightly 
over $9,000 on the event last year. 


FRIML, JR., MAESTRO 


Jr.-Al Giroux o1 
dance combination. 
of the 


Rudolph Friml, 
chestra is a new 
Former is the son 

Frim]-Giroux are doing RCA re- 
cording for transcriptions at NBC 
and will BEL | a ,Fadio sustaining spot 
Tater.’* 


c omposer 


turned | 


No Chance for Early Revision as 


Committee Extends Copyr't Hearings 
Till April; Duffy Slaps ASCAP 





Washington, March 10, 


| 
| Death knell for 


copyright revision 
|legislation was sounded today 
i(Tuesday) with decision by the 


| House Patents Committee 


its rambling hearings until the mid- 
dle of April, virtually talking the 
| bills to death and wiping out 
jchances of action before adjourn- 
|; ment, 

, Plan to prolong the gabfest came 
after Senator Ryan Duffy of Wis- 


Administra- 
assailed the 
Composers, 


consin, sponsor of the 
| tion-backed measure, 
American Society of 
; Authors & Publishers, 
ed abolition of the $250 
|}damage clause in order to 


| the consuming public. 
| 


punitive 
protect | 


to extend 


and advocat-|rect in 


During Duffy's testimony the 
committee for first time heard dis- 
;}cussion of other phases of revision | 


proposals as the Wisconsin solon 
listed a series of reasons why 
antiquated statute should be 
ernized. Highlight of Duffy's testi- 
money was his recital of numerous 
|cases where ASCAP _ allegedly 
threatened small restaurants, dance 
| Salle and miscellaneous organiza- 
itions with infringement suits unless 


licenses were obtained on ASCAP 


| terms. 

Giving names and addresses of 
more than a dozen individuals as- 
sertedly ‘blackjacked,’ the solon told 
the committee, ‘Some of these things 
lthey say they don’t do they have 
done.’ 

Opening with denial of charges by 
Gene Buck that ASCAP was given 
the ‘rush act’ by the Senate last 
;year, Duffy vigorously answered 
statements that his bill was dictat- 
ed by broadcasters and the ‘power 
trust.’ ‘The five men who drafted 
the bill were absolutely impartial. 
'They had no axe to grind. There's 





nothing to the silly charge that the 
‘power trust’ had anything to do 
with this bill,’ Duffy asserted. It 


has received very emphatic approval 
from many sources, except, of 
course, some groups which have a 
selfish interest in some phases of the 
| existing law.’ 





Protecting Consumers 


Taking up individual features, 
Duffy told the committee that auto- 
matic copyright provision will not 
deprive American authors of ‘any- 
thing they now enjoy,’ and defended 
the idea of requiring scribblers to 
go through formality in order to ob- 
tain protection. By retaining the 
present system for America, con- 
sumers are protected against inno- 
cent infringement, he pointed out. 
The bill recognizes that right of the 
author to assign such rights as he 
desires and gives him, instead of 
publishers, the chance to dictate 
how his works shall be used, he ex- 
plained, urging legislation establish- 
Looe divisibility of copyright. Pro- 
|vision merging the right to produce 
jand exhibit films would prevent ex- 
|hibitor from being held up by au- 
thors who might attempt to collect 
at both ends, Duffy testified. 
'feature, sharply assailed by AS¢ 
is ‘designed solely to prevent an 
author who has granted motion pic- 
leure rights from preventing exhibi- 
ition,’ he commented. 
| Turning to the 250 
Duffy said that the 
which ‘ASCAP has monopolized the 
hearings to this date might give the 
1impression they are the only ones 
concerned’ in copyright legislation. 
Abolition of the minimum damage 
award was urged on the ground that 
nation has similar punitive 
eopyright Jaws and that 
size of penalties in the 





minimum, 


no other 
clauses in 
leaving the 


hands of courts would prevent fu- 
ture intimidation of music users. 
‘Loud Lamentations’ 

| ‘From the loud lamentations 

representatives of ASCAP one 
would think my bill gives the com 
posers no redress,’ Duffy said. ‘It 
contains adequate provision for in- 
fringements but removes a_ black- 
jack which enables ASCAP to levy 
an unconscionable sum from users 


of music.’ 


Throwing down the gauntlet to 
ASCAP and specifically answering 
complaints by Buck, Duffy told the 
Committee that ‘this well organized 
‘rroup is not only arbitrary, but ar- 
rogant of their power’ in dictating 
terms on which music may he penne 
Ample protection against piracy is 


provided in the pending bill, 


Duffy maintained, citing injunction 
clauses, provisions for actuabwdgqm- 
lage and recovery of profits, in ad 


the | 
mod- } 


| 








| ican 


manner in| 


| ley 


|after the 


spite 
| 


dition to punitive damages. Copy- 
right holders would ‘have the right 


to sue for as much as a million 
dollars,’ Duffy pointed out, adding, 
‘They can go to any lengths they 
wish in seeking recovery of prof- 
its.’ 

In pointing out that the 250 
minimum has been flagrantly 
abused’ by ASCAP, Duffy told the 
Committee that Congress should 
give more consideration to the 
users of music than to creators, cit- 


ing the public welfare clause of the 
constitution. ‘I think it is incor- 
considering copyright to 
talk about only the persons who get 
the copyright,,’ he said. ‘I don't 
think the courts would hold that 
you must not consider the great 
mass of people who are the con- 


suming public. It’s up to Congress 
to see that the consuming public 
has some protection.’ 


Intimidation 


instances of the 
attorneys allegedly 
have tried to intimidate his con- 
stituents, Duffy directly challenged 
denials by Buck, Nathan Burkan 
and Claude Mills that the Society 
has not imposed exorbitant rates or 
attempted to injure small enter- 
prises. ‘Mr. Buck, Mr. Burkan and 
Mr. Mills are mistaken in the 
statements they have made about 
the use of the clause they do not 
want eliminated,’ Duffy said. ‘The 
people in my state are very resent- 
ful and I think there is a reason 
for it.’ 

Elimination of minimum damages 


In: giving specific 
way ASCAP 


would not ruin the Society, Duffy 
testified, predicting ‘the composer 
will be better off in the long run 


by having eliminated this prevision 
that has been so flagrantly abused. 
I think the claim they make that 
this will put them out of business 


is entirely wrong’ he declared. ‘I 
think they would not be able to 
pursue some of their present prac- 
tices. They would not have this 
club in bargaining, but I think there 
is adequate remedy for’ infringe- 
ment.’ 
Adherence to Berne 

Strong opposition to American 
entry into the World Copyright 
Union came from several commit- 


teemen as Duffy advocated our ad- 
herence to the Berne convention. 
Various members entered protests 
on the ground that Germany, Italy, 
Hungary and other European na- 
tions ‘are currently discriminating 
against American composers and 
writers, while Chairman Sirovich 
and Duffy argued over whether the 
manufacturing clause would per- 
mit our participation in the union 
the Department of Labor has es- 
timated not over 350 people would 
be affected if the American market 
was opened to works printed 
abroad, Duffy declared in disap- 
proving the Trammell amendment 


|requiring all material -be fabricated 


This | 
SAP. | 


here. 

Sirovich countered with American 
Federation of Labor warnings that 
‘thousands and thousands of Amer- 

workmen’ would lose jobs if 
present barrier is removed, 


Biz Slips 
congressional melodrama 
skidded noticeably last week fol- 
lowing the return to Tin Pan Al- 
of big name tunesmiths. Sched- 
uled to run two mere weeks, show 
may not make the grade. 

The production slumped sharply 
appearance of Rudy Val- 
testified, according to the 
billing, ‘in his capacity as 
and the pres- 
(5) of George M. 
cribed in committee 
‘the one and only,’ 

the show in 
customers, 


the 


The 


lee, who 
committee 
a song-writer,’ even 
Thurs 


Cohan, de: 


ence day 
vanda as 
establish 
with the 


propags 
failed to re 
favor 


good 


Producers hope that waning in- 
terest will be revived this week 
with major changes in the cast and 


taldwin’s National As- 
troadcasters troupe 
3uck and the Amer- 
Composers, Authors 
the main act. 
Cohan appearance at the final 
week was good for 
considerable local publicity, but 
didn’t draw the number of Congres- 
sional secretaries, charwomen, and 
Capitol cops who turned out for 
Vallee three days earlier. De- 
lack of eustomer interest, 
(Continued on page 49) 
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Night Club Reviews 





Chez Josephine Baker 


(NEW YORK) 


Josephine Baker, the Harlem gal, 
originally from St. Louis, who went 
to Paris on a shoestring and became 
an international celebrity and the 
wife of an Italian count, etc., is try- 
ing hard to put across a New York | 
counterpart of her Chez Josephine | 
Baker, Paris, as a supplementary 
venture to her chores in the Shuberts’ 
‘Ziegfeld Follies’ at the Winter Gar- 
den. If effort is any criterion there 
is every indication the dusky come- 
dienne is going to click. } 

She evidences a new (to this gen- | 
eration) manner of hostessing which 
is of the same stuff that made Texas 
Guinan the night club queen of the 
prohibition era. It’s not the blatant, 
tongue-in-cheek, ‘hello sucker’ mo- 
tif, but a seemingly genuine and 
warmer glad-handing of old and new 
patrons. 

Via a nice style of cueing between 
Stanley Rayburn, her personal man- 
ager; A. Arthur Price, her Pp.a.; 
Mario, Frank Serudi, Galen Bogue, 
et al, of the management staff, guests 
as they check in are spotted and 
then personally greeted by Miss 
Baker at the door. Working in a 
modest, deferential manner, she is 
more enthusiastically glad-handed 
by the ofays than vice versa. 

“As a nitery, Chez Josephine Baker 
becomes a nocturnal boite after 
10.30. During the day it’s a normal 
restaurant. it’s the old Le Mirage 
on East 54th street, which Frank 
Auditore fixed up beautifully into a 
nifty interior at a cost of $18,000 be- 
fore deciding that the nitery 
wasn’t for him. 

But when Miss Baker comes on 
the scene after her ‘Follies’ duties 
it’s very much a smart and sophisti- 





cated Continental night club, 
Primed for fashionable patronage, 
there’s a $2 couvert. Later this 


week Alice Delano Weeks, niece of 
the President, adds to the entertain- 
ment corps. 

Besides the songstress-star of the 


dish out cordial handshakes. 
hue, brother of late Jack Donahue, 


from midnight until past 3 a.m., do- 
ing a couple of songs every 30 or 45 
minutes, or a dance, or something 
else to maintain the tempo. One of 
her male partners also essays a 
crocheting-rumba conceit that’s a 
novelty. 

The Ray Benson dance orchestra 
is rhythmically noteworthy. He’s a 
Duchinesque pianomaestro. Alter- 
nate rumba band is  Antobal’s 
Cubans, likewise snappy, so that 
there is always a marathon of 
dansapation. 

Chez Josephine Baker has a good 
chance to catch on as a novelty in 
New York's night life. Abel. 





Hotel Penneyivania 


(PHILADELPHIA) 
Philadelphia, March 7. 
Having spent the last two seasons 
with experiments, Buddy Crawford, 
Hotel Pennsylvania manager, finally 
seems to have uncovered the proper 
formula for putting over his Mirror 
Room as a nitery. Plan he’s follow- 
ing this season, and which has had 
satisfying results, is large and elab- 
orately staged shows without ex- 
pensive names. Talent as a whole 
is ordinary, but size of production 
and speed of presentation has been 
drawing the best business since spot 


opened. 
Hotel is considerably outside 
downtown show section, being lo- 


cated in West Philadelphia, not far 
from the Penn campus and about 
two miles from City Hall. With 


exception of two headliners who are 
known in Philly, acts pop in and out 
biz of the Mirror 
public notice. 
Joe Frasetto, local bandleader, and 
Walter Donahue, m.c. 
considerable 
addition to batoning nice outfit, has 


Room without much 
Two who stay are 


Former, with 
local following, in 
the ability to mix with patrons and 
Dona- 
has an 


exceedingly ingratiating 


manner and is socko hoofer. 


Iu current production there’s one 


other act that’s unknown here at 

chez bearing her name, there are|,.. SP . . 
Willem van Loon, son of Hendrik crete but which seems destined 
é , 0 go plenty of places before long. 


Willem van Loon, and Gene Ashley 
who terp with her in the ‘Follies’ 
and do a daring pash adagio which 
Georges Balanchine of the Met 
opera staged. It’s a snappy num- 
ber. but showmanly highlight. 


The main feature of all the show |, 
change of t 


is Miss Baker’s canny 
pace. She permits for nary a dull 
moment. There's no such thing as 
waiting between dance sets. If 
there’s any suspicion of a lull she 
distributes paper streamers; bal- 
loons: woolen pellets which are pro- 
pelled with smail paddles, all in an 
endeavor for an al fresco, mardi 
gras atmosphere. If synthetic, per- 
haps, it’s none the less highlv effec- 
tive, serving the purpose well. The 
customers amuse themselves and 
also pay for it. For instance, there’s 
a clown elimination dance contest 
with Woolworth prizes elaborately 
done up in imposing boxes and par- 
cels. She works at high tension 





















THE House OF MUSICAL Noyes qiES: 


“RHYTHM IN MY NURSERY 
RHYMES” 


“DON’T SAY A WORD— 
JUST DANCE” 
o 
“RHYTHM SAVED THE 
WORLD” 
> 
“ISE A-MUGGIN’ 


with the Numbers Game 
1-2—3-4-5—6-UH—8-9—WOOF” 
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New Hits Sung by Phil Regan 
in the Picture, “Laughing 


Irish Eyes’’: 

“All My Life” 
“Laughing Irish Eyes” § 
“Bless You Darlin’ 
Mother” 


Sung by Dixie Dunbar in “Pro- 
fessional Soldier” 


“Joan of Arkansaw” 
Going Places! 
“Green Fields and 
Bluebirds” 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING COMPANY 
MOVIETONE MUSIC CORPORATION 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
aca BU RADIO CITY 
NEW YORK 


LOING 





Alice Garry. 
with world of pep and knack of sell- 


That’s a singing youngster named 
Blonde, saucy-looking, 


ing a song, she walks off with the 
honors. She needs experience. 

Rest of entertainment, containing 
ittle that’s out of ordinary, profits 
hrough numerous brief appearances 
rather than staying on till boring 
point is reached. Acts include Daye 
and Knight, spry tappers; Mona and 
Allen Drake, combining singing and 
ballroom dancing (former could be 
skipped to advantage); Lillian King, 
hoofer; Marcelle Wellington, so- 
prano verging on lyric style; Three 
Speeds, skaters; Lee and Borde, 
tappers, and Lenore’s Debutantes, 
seven girls. For show’s finales there’s 
an attempt at real staging. Small 
settings are used to represent 
marine scene and production num- 
ber is put on in that atmosphere. 
Doesn't quite. jell. 

With his nitery making coin for 
first time, Crawford is currently 
eyeing the Democratic national con- 
vention here in June. Plan is now 
to change name of house to Hotel 
Philadelphian. Hobe. 


Hollywood Yacht Club 


(HOLLYWOOD, FLA.) 


Hollywood, Fla., March 6. 

This spot, rather swank end given 
over mainly to gambling, being over 
the county line, is probably one of 
the most unobtrusive niterys in the 
area. Little baliyhoo is used in 
drawing trade and place gets by 
strictly on its merits. It’s the sort 
of a cabaret customers will return 





to. Nice atmosphere, class enter- 
tainment, excellent cuisine and 
danceable dance rhythms prove 


sufficient for repeats. 

Ann Greenway stars in the small 
show, and her soft singing is most 
pleasant. Howard Brooks m.c.’s the 
show and also does some feats of 
magic that, although not spectacu- 
lar, are takeable because of the in- 
different manner in which they're 
presented, 

High spot on the bill is the so- 
phisticated set of ditties emanating 
from Eddie Brandt and Lee Fowler. 
These two boys work smoothly and 
offer original tunes that call for 
hearty applause. Spotted toward 
the end of the program, their turn 
stops the show. Zanette and Coles 
are no better than average as a 
dance team, but must be given 
credit for having to work on an ex- 
ceptionally small floor. 

Quiet dance melodies by the 
Hollywood Yachtmen combine a 
nice blend of harmony and rhythm. 


White’s ‘Mystery’ Organ 

Lew White, organist, who closed 
this last week at the Center, N, Y., 
ig introducing a new creation of 
the ‘Electrovox.’ RCA Victor's new 
color organ will be featured with 
the new instrument. 

Rubey Cowan of NBC will handle 
the road dates. Mystery angle is 
to be played up in the presentations, 
either for theatres, auditoriums, etc. 
White is now supervising final as- 
sembly work at ERPI studios. 











Most Played on Air 





To familiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air arou.d 
New York, the following is the 
listing of the songs most played 
on the cross-country networks 
last week, in relative standing, 
according to the approximate 
number of combined plugs on 
WEAF, WJZ, and WABC. 


All My Eggs in One Basket 
I’m Shootin’ High 

Gonna Write Myself a Letter 
Let Yourself Go 


Alone 
Lights Out 
Cling To Me 


Let’s Face The Musio 
Please Believe Me 

You Hit The Spot 

What’s Name of That Song 
Lovely Lady 

Alone at Table For Two 
Rendezvous in Honolulu 
Goody Goody 

It’s Been So Long 
Beautiful Lady in Blue 
Yours Truly is Truly Yours 
Wake Up and Sing 

West Wind 

We Saw The Sea 

If You Love Me 

With All My Heart 
Breakin’ In Pair of Shoes 
Wah Hoo 


WALDORF-ASTORIA 


(NEW YORK) 


After essaying a hybrid dance- 
rumba combo batoned by Xavier 
Cugat, the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria’s 
Empire room has brought in Or- 
ville Knapp from the Beverly-Wil- 
shire hotel on the Coast, by way of 
engagements in Denver, Galveston 
and Houston. First time east pro- 
fessionally, Knapp has come to at- 
tention long since via the ether with 
his unique style of soft, smooth 
dansapation, the distinguishing in- 
strumentation feature of which has 
been the use of the steel guitar in 
the arrangement. It’s a style for a 
dance band originating with Knapp 
which has been widely adapted by 
others. 

Knapp’s is an ideal hotel band, 
soft and rhythmic but unobtrusive. 
In a conservative hostelry like the 
Waldorf-Astoria that’s a must 
prerequisite, yet it commands the 
customers to get up on the floor. 
Surrounding variety show is in 
line with the Waldorf’s policy of 
supplementary talent to augment 
dansapation. Enrica and Novello, 
ballroom dancers, are standards 
who have been around New York 
for seasons, and evidence their 
plastic versatility by going from 
such extremes as the Hollywood 
restaurant on Broadway into the 
more fashionable hotels. Team looks 
nice and dresses smartly, support- 
ing their terp tricks with a show- 
manly investiture. Corinna Mura is 
a Spanish songstress; Magnante 
specializes on the piano accordion 
and ‘The Mysterious’ Dr. Sydney 
Ross (the Dr. is a Ph.D.) isa table- 
worker with magic and ‘scientific 
palm reading’ whose gervices are 
complimentary. 

Knapp’s team of 14 includes Edith 
Caldwell and Leighton Noble for 
the vocal interludes, and, with the 
maestro also comprising a vocal trio 
for the mike lyrics. The boys are 
smartly dressed in white ties and 
tail-less tails (the only variation 
on orthodox formal getup) while 
Knapp, conversely, features a ma- 
roon tux and black tie for his up- 
front stick-waving. He also essav: 
occasional sax interludes. He is 
the brother of Evalyn Knapp, pic- 
ture actress, now married and re- 
tired, Abel, 














PARADISE 


(NEW YORK) 


New show at the Paradise has 
the makings of a fast floor enter- 
tainment. It needs cutting. Runs 
almost an hour and a half but with 
pruning and priming it'll shape up 
very okay. Already some acts have 
been eliminated and Georgie Hale, 
the stager, should whip it into good 
shape in short order. 

Eddie Garr is the star and the hit 
of the show, a clever mime whose 
facial and characteristic mimicries 
are at times almost uncanny in their 
startling resemblances to the orig- 
inals. In the next-to-shut groove 
he’s a socko topper-offer to the pro- 
ceedings, 

Mickey Alpert is the m.c. He’s:a 
vet floor show pacer, particularly 
known around Philly and Atlantic 
City and handles the proceedings 
nicely, 

The personne! highlights are sun- 
dry, Georgie Tapps with his Astaire- 
ing is a punchy interlude. More 
poised and at ease in top hat and 
tails, the young tapster gives out to 
hearty returns. Further up the bill 
are Sam, Ted and Ray doubling from 
‘Scandals.’ Harlemese trio of male 
steppers likewise run the gaumet of 
the hoofology libretto. Early in the 
proceedings are the Robbins Family, 
a barnyard billing for a nice three- 
some of acro-dancers, two men and 
a woman. They do whirlwind splits 

(Continued on page 49) ‘ 
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AFM Revokes Lee Bureau's Agcy, 
License on Line Charge Squawk 





Swing Stuff 


Personals 

Paul Whiteman introduces Red 
Norvo’s swingsters Sunday (15)... 
Teddy Wilson has left the Famous 
Door, N. Y....Benny Goodman trio 
discs topping sales in England... 
Adrian Rollini lined up with Decca. 
...-Roy Eldrige, Chu Berry, Buster 
Bailey, John Kirby, all from Flet- 
cher Henderson’s ork, and drum- 
mer Sidney Catlett beating it out 
at the Delysa breakfast dances in 
Chicago....They call Eldridge ‘Lit- 
tle Jazz.’...Norvo has left Jack 
Dempsey’s chop house, claiming a 
bum deal. This one and only swing 
xylophonist was featured by Eddie 
Duchin at the Yale prom and played 
Franklin Hall from two to seven 
a. m. following....Louis Prima mak- 
ing more shorts in Hollywood.... 
Yank Lawson riding the trumpet 
and Maddie Matlock the clarinet 
with Bob Crosby at the New 
Yorker....Three out of four of the 
Van Epps freres now with Ray 
Noble. 
Air Session 


The feature department of WOR, 
under Jerry Danzig, is readying a 
jam-session for March 12 at 10:30 
p. m. over the Mutual system. In- 
tent on supplying the public with a 
ready-made definition of swing, 
Marshall Stearns and K. K. Hansen 
were lined up to put a finger on the 
jam, Final compromise between 
shrewd business-man Hansen and 
swing-devotee Stearns has led to a 
mixed group, with Louis Armstrong, 
Bud Freeman, Teddy Wilson, Van 
Epps, Joe Marsala and Bunny Beri- 
gan propping the swing angle at 
present. With Stearns as m.c. in- 
troducing Hansen, the two will face 
the tough assignment of defining 
swing by example. 


Wax Works 


Brunswick hit the swing spot with 
Frankie ‘Trumbauer’s ‘I Hope 
jabriel Likes My Music,’ and 
‘Breakin’ In a New Pair of Shoes.’ 
With a fine arrangement and a solid 
rhythm section composed of George 
Van Epps, Roy Bargy, Art Miller, 
and Stan King, who deliver a sur- 
prising amount of lift, this disc sur- 
prised the more finicky jitter-bugs. 
The jibes of Jack Teagarden fol- 
lowed by some lowdown solo licks 
in the ‘Gabried’ intro are tops. 
Johnny Mintz plays some crack 
clarinet while Charlie Teagarden 
gets in his usual crisp corneting. If 
Trumbauer spent more time listen- 
ing to Chu Berry, this platter would 
have been standout. On Vocalion, 
Stuff Smith gets off on ‘Eggs in a 
Basket’ and ‘Gabriel.’ Trumpeter 
Jonah Jones gets the rating on this 
record. The Columbia duet of Joe 
Venuti and Russ Morgan playing 
‘Red Velvet’ and ‘Black Satin’ needs 
filling. As a disc, it’s too much of a 
good thing. 

On Victor, Fats Waller plays 
some fine piano in ‘That Never to be 
Forgotten Night,’ and ‘Oh, Looka 
There.” The guitar with Fats is 
aces, with Rudy Powell carving 
some great riffs on the black stick. 
The sweeter titles Fats gets, the 
more swing he develops. Tommy 
Dorsey’s ‘Every Minute of the Hour’ 
has a neat trumpet chorus by Sier- 
ling Bowes that shows plenty feel- 
ing plus the Berigan brilliance. 
Edyth Wright handles the vocal 
with a little less fire than usual, but 
the old slip horn of Tommy leads a 
great brass section. 

On Decca, Jimmy Lunceford’s 
‘My Blue Heaven,’ rates at the top. 
This ork by the beauty and orig- 
inality of its arrangements plus 
well-drilled execution, is getting the 
play that Ellington used to have 


for the same quality. The Red 
Norvo ‘Decca Stomp’ is a relief 
from a series of pops which is 


plenty swing. This is the ‘Honey- 
suckle Rose’ ‘Lady Be Good’ combo 
which happened to get waxed at the 
last minute. Cleo Brown is still 
knocking 'em over with her latest 
“You're My Fever,’ and ‘New Pair of 
Shoes.’ The rhythm section makes 
the disc. 
On the Air 
The Teagarden brothers got off at 
the last Whiteman hour, playing 
‘Swing Mr. Charley,’ and ad libbing 
a lot of jibes in the old Texas man- 
ner, It’s a great number to spot the 
Whiteman swing talent. 
The Instrumentalists gave out a 
real jani session at their Friday (6) 





noon airing. This NBC house band 


* 





Los Angeles, March 10. 
American Federation of Musicians 
notified Thomas Lee artist bureau 
March 5 that its license to manage 
and book union bands or musicians 
had been revoked. Specific viola. 


tion cited was that adjunct of Lee's 
KHJ had made line charge conces- 
sions in order to sell talent, 

Offense occurred at Wilshire Bowl, 
where Sterling Young, managed by 
Lee bureau, remotes to KHJ. 
outfit manages around a 
bands on the Coast. 

Bob Braun, manager of the bu- 
reau, declined to make a statement 
regarding what counter action 
would be taken, He said the ruling 
was recently initiated and that he 
was not entirely familiar with its 
workings. 

Lee bureau is charged with using 
line charge as a leverage to spot 
bands for remote broadcasts to 
KHJ. It was pointed out by Cliff 
Webster, biz rep of Musicians’ Pro- 
tective Association, local 47, who 
filed the complaint, that line 
charges were quoted considerably 
higher for bands not booked by the 
bureau as against their own crews. 
This constitutes an out-and-out 
violation of the Federation's stat- 
utes on remote broadcasts, Webster 
said, 


Lee 
dozen 





carries some fine swingsters. Even 
the announcer got so excited that 
he wanted to play himself. 

Bob Crosby’s bunch did a job on 

‘Muskrat Ramble’ with Eddie Miller 
on tenor, Yank Lawson on trumpet, 
and Ward Silloway cutting a good 
coda on the slip-horn. Matlock, 
Kincade, and Bowers are handling 
arrangements that are tops. Hilton 
Lamare handles some scat vocals 
while Ray Beaduc beats the calf 
skin. 
Fletcher Henderson is coming in 
better with more balance and drive. 
Chu Berry’s ‘Christopher Colombo’ 
is used as a signature and rates 
with the best. ‘Rhythm In My Nur- 
sery Rimes’ was Buster Bailey's 
number all the way, with ‘Little 
Jazz’ Eldredge cutting loose on 
‘Blue Lou.” 





WTIC, Hartford, dropped Cheerio 
to make way for local commercial. 
Fan clamor reached such a height 
within three days that station was 
compelled to return Cheerio, 


ey 
NOTES AZ) 


Ray Neblie’s Latest! 
“The Touch of Your Lips” 
2 


Farley and Riley’s 
“I'm Gonna Clap My 
Hands” 

s 


Spina and Burke's 
“So This Is Heaven” 
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From the music film ‘Dancing Feet” 
“Everytime | Look at You” 
“Dancing Feet” 

. 


Louls Armstrong's New Swing Hit! 
“Ol’ Man Mose” 


JSANTLY BROS -JOY « 








I619 BROADWAY, N.V.C. 








e FEIST @ 
HITS OF THE.HOUR 





From the Ambassador Hotel in 
New York City Via the CBS 
Net work 


You Hear the Delightful 
Music of 


VINCENT LOPEZ 


and His Orchestra Featuring 
England’s Newest Song Sensation 
“THE WHEEL OF THE WAG*": 
IS BROKEN” 

“ITS BEEN SO LONG” 
“IT’S GREAT TO BE IN LOVE 
AGAIN” 

“WITH ALL MY HEART” 
“BREAKIN’ IN A PAIR OF 
SHOES” 
and the New Hit from California 
“HAWAIIAN PARADISE” 





Se) FELIS T. Inc. 








1629 Broaowny-New York 
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Music Copyright Hearings 





(Continued from page 47) 


the song and dance man put on a 
much more entertaining perform- 
ance than the Stein Songster. 

Obviously bored by frequent 10- 
minute orations by Chairman Siro- 
vich, Cohan gagged his way through 
an hour on the witness stand dur- 
ing which the technical subject of 
copyright was pretty well forgot- 
ten. Except for declaring the 
Duffy bill will severely injure both 
the Society and the writers, Co- 
han had little to tell the committee 
about the matter of modernizing 
antiquated copyright statutes. 

Opening with the remark that 
he had ‘no particular statement’ to 
make, Cohan informed the legisla- 
tors he was motivated in appearing 
by resentment at the tag ‘racket- 
eers’ which has been given ASCAP. 
He told the committee that ‘the 
only men who are for the Duffy 
bill are men who aren't creators’ 
and added that tunesmiths ‘only 
want what's coming to us.’ 

As the committeemen joined Co- 
han in shelving temporarily the 
question of legislative phraseology, 
the audience heard the ‘outstanding 
figure in American theatre’ 
(Gene Buck's description) modestly 
declare he is only ‘a handy man to 
have around, and admit that while 
he hasn't studied the Duffy, Daly or 


the 


Sirovich copyright bills, ‘I know 
sill Daly and Bill Duffy,’ 
For Or Against 
After one of Sirovich’s arm- 
waving speeches, Cohan panicked 
the committee with the query, 
‘What I wan’t to know is are you 
for us or against us? Later the 
legislaters were highly amused at 
Cohan'’s explanation that ‘Over 


There’ was ‘just a bugle call.’ 
han observed, ‘If I didn't 
Thursday, somebody else 
have written it Friday.’ 
As committee showed more 
terest in Cohan's background 
in copyright, Congressman Burr- 
wood Daly inquired, ‘Didn’t you 
write ‘Always Leave Them Laugh- 
ing When You Say Good-Bye”? and 
Cohan shot back, ‘Is that a hint?’ 
In a few moments he left the wit- 
ness stand, while several legislators 
rushed out into the corridor to join 
him in posing for photogs. 
Explaining that the Society had 
enabled writers to curb exploitation, 
Cohan testified that until ASCAP 
was organized he never received ‘a 
single dollar’ out of performing 
rights to his works. He told the 
legislators, ‘I haven’t written any- 
thing for the past few years. I 
did write a song about the Con- 
stitution, but I'm not the _ poet 
laureate, I’m just a handy man to 


Co- 
write it 
would 


in- 
than 








ROBBINS CHATS 


Chicago is “Going For” 


FREDDY MARTIN 
and His Orchestra 


now at the Aragon Ballroom 
in Chicago and broadcasting 
via WOR. 
Freddy is “going for’’ these 
new hits: 
“LOVELY LADY” 
“I'M SHOOTING HIGH” 
a7 OST” 


“WELCOME STRANGER” 
“ALONE” 
“THE OLD OAK TREE” 


“ROLL ALONG PRAIRIE 
MOON” 


ROBBINS 


MUSIC CORPORATION 
199 SEVENTH AVENUE -NEW YORK 











THE BEST IN MUSIC 





Just Released from 
‘FOLLOW THE FLEET’ 
Words and Music by 
IRVING BERLIN 


e 
BUT WHERE ARE YOU? 


LET’S FACE THE MUSIC 
AND DANCE 


M PUTTING ALL MY EGGS 
IN ONE BASKET 


LET YOURSELF GO 
I'D RATHER LEAD A BAND 
WE SAW THE SEA 
GET THEE BEHIND ME, 
*ATAN 


SA 
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|atre operators were acting in 


have around; at least that’s what 
Sol Bloom says. 

The principal testimony of the 
week was produced by E. Claude 
Mills, general manager of ASCAP, 
who was on the stand and in the 
middle of a 15-minute recital of his 
rise from the seventh grade to di- 
rector of the copyright pool, when 
the week’s sessions ended. 

Opposing American adherence to 
the world copyright union, Mills re- 
peated earlier arguments that the 
Duffy bill was intended to benefit 
users of music, would deprive 
creators of protection, and _ by 
eliminating the $250 minimum in- 
fringement penalty would ruin the 
Society. Like Buck and Nathan 
Burkan, he assailed broadcasters 
and other music users while defend- 
ing ASCAP’s conduct and tacties. 

The broadcasting industry and 
affiliated enterprises grossed well 
over $600,000,000 last year but paid 
less than $3,000,000 for their music, 
Mills testified, adding that only 1c 


out of every $47 taken in by film 
exhibitors reaches the copyright 
pool. Broadcasters took in $80,- 
000,000, power companies pocketed 
$50,000,000, and radio set makers 
snared $500,000,000, Mills declared, 


lending force to his argument that 








} What It Is 





Stuff (Onyx Club) Smith's 
definition of swing: 

‘It’s rhythm that vibrates 
through the body until it sends 
you.’ 


otel Men Show 
Fight in Philly 


Union Situas 











Philadelphia, March 10. _ 


Wide open war of music union 
against local niteries, hotels and 
radio stations, after flaring last 


week, has again settled inte threat 
of instant renewal. United and de- 





Nite Club Reviews 


(Continued from page 48) 


and wings. They should drop the 
‘family’ part of the billing. 

In between all this is a succession 
of more terp stuff. Probably the 








| chief shortcoming is the overdose of 


terps. It's a dancing show and 
while that’s okay as a general thing, 
in the niteries particularly where 
the customers’ eye, rather than ear, 
appeal, is to be preferred, there’s a 
bit too much as presently routined. 

Bunny Lee tees off with ‘Buy 
American.’ The new crop of Para- 
dise girls impress right off with 
their s.a. They’re a corking collec- 
tion of lookers, 

After the Robbins,’ ‘Two Silhou- 
ettes in the Moon’ makes for an im- 


| pressive tableau. Then Tavps. Then 


Alpert in a specialty’ with Kathryn 
Rand, a personality looker, first ir 
‘Easter Parade’ and topped by ‘Ge’ 
a Kick Out of You,’ featuring Miss 





termined front presented by com- |} 
bined adversaries seems to have 
surprised and upset the union exec- 
utive committee and its attitude 
now appears considerably more 
conciliatory. 

Situation is extended and com- 
| plicated, but in general its prin- 


| 


ASCAP’s rates are not exorbitant. | 
What Writers Got 
‘The 45,000 members of our so- | 


|ciety received only $2,680,406.46 out 
|} of what must have been $1,060,000.- 


|} 000 worth of business, Mills said 
indignantly. 

Ironically assuming that the 
broadcasters, hotelmen, and _  the- 


rood 
faith, Mills expressed surprise that 
‘peculiarly the proponents of the 
idea that the United States should 
adhere to the copyright union were 
the American Hotel Association, 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters, and the motion picture ex- 
hibitors.” He pointed out that the 
Duffy bill started out to be an act 
authorizing the President to de- 
clare American entry into the 
union, but turned out to be legisla- 
tion exploiting creators of music. 

The Society avowedly is charg- 
ing ‘all the traffic will bear,’ Mills 
conceded in denouncing foes of the 
bill. ‘We've charged all we can get 
and always will,’ he said, adding, 
‘I think I’ve done a lousy job.’ 

Despite a general agreement that 
hearings would be eonfined strictly 
to legislative issues, the committee 
found ample time during the week 
to ramble far afield and exchange 
views on such heterogeneous top- 
ics as California oranges, mothers- 
in-law, Italian press censorship, 
the New York building strike and 
the relative merits of Milwaukee 
and Philadelphia beer. 

Criticism of the conduct of the 
hearings was expressed repeatedly 
by Congressman O'Malley, of Wis- 
econsin, and Church, of Iillinois. The 
Wisconsinite, a persistent critic of 
ASCAP, endeavored to check the 
oratorical outbursts from loquacious 
committeemen by observing, ‘I am 
always confused at these hearings 
as to who is testifying,’ while 
Church infuriated Sirovich by de- 
scribing the s\-sions as ‘a show.’ 


PAR SETTLES MUSIC 





Chicago, March 10. 

Mario (Don Mario) Alvarez last 
week through his attorney, Harold 
Fein, got a check for $4,000 from 
Paramount Pictures and Famous 
Music Co. as 
in his suit against the picture and 
music company for copyright 
fringement. 

Mario claimed that the Paramount- 
Famous tune, ‘Little White Gar- 





denia,’ infringed on his song, ‘In the 
Looking Glass.’ 


BRIGODE IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, March 10. 
Ace Brigode's orchestra opens 
March 22 until May 2 at the Island 


Queen ballroom here, which is being 


redecorated by the Coney Island 
Amus. Co. for the new season. 
| With Brigode’s orchestra _ are 
Sylvia Rhodes, Bill Dinkle, Benn; 
Benedict and Four Aces. 


KNAPP ON BRUNSWICK 
Orville Knapp’s orchestra is slated 
for some Brunswick © recordings. 

Band, from the Coast, Is now at 
| New York's Waldorf-Astoria hotel. 
1 Knapp. previously disked for 
| Decca. 


| showdown 


SUIT FOR $4,000 


| club 





| says 


payment for a release | 


in- | one. 


have to hire a standby band for the | 


| 


| 


| 


familiar with it. Union refused 
that, okaying only a standby band 
|Crawford then replaced the union 
band with non-unioners. 

Frasetto is now back at the 


| Pottstown, 


cipal points are as follows: 

On the matter of benefits by night 
shows and bands, to which 
steadfastly opposed, a 
was reached last week 
when the union refused permission 
to Joe Frasetto to play one at Hotel 
Pennsylvania. House fired band 
and put in a non-union outfit. As 
numerous other spots in town 
seemed on verge of doing likewise, 
union backed down temporarily and 
Frasetto is back in pending arbitra- 
tion. 

After refusal of union to allow 
LeRoy Wilson to play an engage- 
ment at Arcadia International with 
out-of-town musicians, bandleader 
took the matter to Joserh N. Weber, 


union is 


who reversed the local union, and 
Wilson is now at the nitery. 
Possible union affiliation with 


American Federation of Actors was 
voted favorably upon at the union's 
general monthly meeting last week, 
and it is expected to go through. 
Variety of disputes with the 
brothers Levy, operating WCAU 
and KYW, over music in two sta- 
tions, are still pending. Rumor 
that the union’s President, Tomei, 
quietly made offer of $250 to any 
musicians who report cases of their 
leader having played under-scale 
engagements in last couple of years, 
with prospective fine against leader 
in such cases generally understood 
to be $1,000, is denied at the union. 
On the subject of benefits, it 
seems inevitable that niteries and 
hotels will sooner or later have to 
go to bat with the union. Since 
latter is so unalterably opposed to 
its members being forced to con- 
tribute their services gratis for any 
person with drag who asks, and 
with certain hotel and nitery men 
apparently set on playing such 
shows, a battle has to come. 
Crawford’s Stand 


What apparently put the union 
officials back on their heels was 
the instantaneous militant stand 
taken by other hotel and _ nitery 
men when Daniel Crawford, Jr., of 
the Hfotel Pennsylvania, showed 
fight. According to Crawford, be- 
fore he gives in on subject he'll put 
every union employee in the hotel 
out and, if that fails to work, he 
he’s ready to’ shutter the 
nitery indefinitely. 

Specifically, the dispute between 
Crawford and the union appears to 
get down to pretty fine points. The 
benefit in question, which caused 
last week’s flareup, was a paying 
Union notified hotel it 


okayed that, but 
Frasetto, the regular 
bandleader, and two key men would 
have to play the show as they were 


show. Crawford 


specified 


¢ 


Pensylvania, pending settlement 0 


management's difference wit h 


union. There's been no deadline set 
for ending the dispute, but Crawford 
has indicated he’s ready to ta 

whole matter to Wehbe He ] 

he is unable to come to any term 
with Tomei, the local prez 


LeRoy Wil Ws en- 
the Arcadia 
union nixed him be- 
had a local, as well 
Union claimed 


In regard to 
gagement at 
tional, the 
cause he 
license. 
local musician 


that made him 


would | 


29 nd ) 


Rand's high kicks. 


Nancy Lee leads ‘Two old Ladie 
lin the Shoe,’ effective productio1 
|flash with a hotcha Park avenue 
| top-off.. Vera Niva, vodka song- 
| Stress with loads of s.a., does mike 
|pops to a nice score. Opens with 
‘Bublichka,’ then ‘Alone’ and ‘Oh 


Chichorni.” Sam, Ted and Ray, and 
another production flash, ‘Lovin’ in 
Rhythm,’ an effective highlight. 
Features some daring hands-and 
gloves costuming: okay. Gar wowed 


i 
| 
} 


‘em and could have moved in his 
hed and retired on the floor. ‘Gar- 
den in Versailles’ is an aesthetic 


finale, with the cellophane costum- 
ing highlighting this part of it. 

Hale has done a fine job on the 
| whole and the selection of the cos- 
tuming and outfitting also rates 
bend. Dave Franklin did the special 
song material, all*consistently good. 
Charles Dornberger, long at the Mt. 
Royal hotel, Montreal, batons f- 
the show and also for the dansapa- 
tion. a difficult chore but qualifvin: 
handily in both respects. Abel. 


ONYX CLUB 


(NEW YORK) 

the most distinguished 
billings for contemporaneous col- 
ored talent are the tags on Stuff 
Smith at the Onyx and, further east 
on West 52d street, ‘Poison’ Gard- 





Two of 


|ner, WHN pianologist, who also 
holds forth at a_ boite in New 
York’s Montmartre sector. At the 


Onyx, Stuff Smith and his sextet oi 
jamsters give out murderous licks. 
The feature is Stuff himself, who 
has plenty thereof on the swing 
style, and his chief mayhemism of 


tempos, Jonah (Elliott) Jones. 
Jonah is a _ personality trumpet 
tooter whose glims and go0o0-g00 


mannerisms par his phenomenal 
cornet work. On the latter he hits a 
high-W above Q. or something, and 
regularly seems to engender his 
blood-pressure by climbing the pitch 
into altitudes. Stuff is a mean, 
Joe Venutiesque jazz fiddler. 

As a team they’re a worthy suc- 


cessor to Riley and Farley, wh 
made the Onyx the wow swin: 
madhouse of New York until ‘The 


Music Goes Round’ took 'em off int« 
wider fields. On the subject of 
double-billing Riley and _ Farley, 
Stuff Smith and Jonah Jones ma: 
well share the topline because of 
Jones’ distinctive assistance. 
Already Brunswick recording art- 
ists (as against Decca, which 
nabbed Riley-Farley), Smith's the- 
matic, ‘I’se a-Mugegin’, bids fair fe 
popularity. It’s a corking swingo. 
Their own version of “Music Goes 
Round’ is done in satiric burlesque 
manner against a _ bolero-funereal 
background which gives humorous 
|nuance to a ditty that long drove 
ithe Onyxers nerts. Johnny Wash- 
|ineton shines here at the traps; 
sobby sennett, guitar; Lawrence 
‘Smith, mean piano, and Mack 
Walker, at the swollen fiddle, 





The club has tilted its minimum 
from $1 to $1.50, but no couvert at 
jany time. Frank Froeba holds over 
lwith his corking piano interludes 
| The Onyx still remains one of the 
important capitals of the swin: 
world. Abel. 





Harmon Nelson doing piano-song 
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Music Men Would Open Membership to 
Book Publishers, Other Copyr't Holders 


+ ee oo 


Revamped Music Publishers Proe- 
tective Association will eventually 
enlarge its scope so as to allow for 
the entry of the general book pub- 
Under the policy 
which it will follow its 
new name, the National Association 


lishing industry. 


as soon as 


of Copyright Owners, Inc., has been 


legally approved the organization 
will make a strong bid for mem- 
bership among music book publish- 
ers. If the recruiting in the latter 
camp proves_ successful, the 
NACO’s membership rolls will be 
made open to other phases of the 


book publishing trade. 

Meanwhile the NACO’s campaign 
for membership will be confined to 
the music publishing business in its 


various ramifications, with stress 
laid on winning the support of the 
standard publishers. After the 
music division has been well or- 
ganized it is proposed to go after 
not only the various other classes 
of book publishers who control 


copyrights, but the publishers of 
newspapers, periodicals, art reprints 
and designs. Also commercial 
photograph syndicates. 


FEMME IMPS APPEAR 
AT OWN RISK IN N. 0. 


New Orleans, March 10, 


impersonators who parade 








Female 
the stage of the Wonder Bar or any 
other night spot here do so at their 
own peril and at the risk of arrest 


each time they appear, Judge Glea- 
son ruled in Civil Court here March 
5 in refusing to grant Emile Morlet, 
proprietor of the bar, an injunctio 
restraining Superintendent of Police 
Reyer from arresting his perform- 
ers, 

The court concurred in the view 
of Henry B. Curtis, assistant city 
attorney, that ‘entertainment by 
female impersonators is conducive 
to immorality and may easily be 
classed as a disturbance of the 
peace,’ a major cause given in the 
arrests hitherto made. Curtis in his 
affidavit said that the place was a 
bad influence on the youth of the 
city whom it numbers among its 
customers, ‘especially boys and girls 
under 18 who frequent it.’ 





F. Day Opens U.S. Unit; 
Campbell Planning Same 


Frederick E. M. Day, London 
music publisher, has organized 
Francis, Day & Hunter, Inc., as an 
American subsidiary with himself, 
John Abbott of FD&H (London), 
and Julian T, Abeles, their Ameri- 
can attorney, as directors. Abeles 
will function for the U. S. branch of 
FD&H as he did for Campbell-Con- 
nelly, Ltd., the American branch 
of C-C., 

Jimmy Campbell is currently in 
the U. S with the intention of open- 
ing a New York office. This means 
the Abeles will only legally repre- 
sent C-C and concentrate more on 
FD&H's American music publish- 
ing activities, song placements, 
copyrights, ete. 








| routine in Hollywood Roosevelt 

hotel Cinegrill, Hollywood. Succeeds 

Eadie Adams, tied up in picture 

work Nelson later takes his band 

into hotel's Blossom Room. 

local license to enable him to play | 
concert engagements while he was 

student at Curtis Institute of Mu- 

sic here several years ago, and that 

he’d just never let it lapse. He 

claimed he was really a member of 

the Pottstown union, where all his 

men come from. Weber backed 

him on that point and Tomei was | 


ae such he had to hire local men. | forced to let him come in with his 


Wilson claimed he only took 


the ‘regular band. 


| 
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UNIT REVIEWS 





TOP HAT REVUE 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 

Lincoln, March 8. 

Harry Clark got the 
when he put out ‘Top Hat.” A 
more apt title would be ‘Sawdust.’ 
It’s strictly a novelty unit, and so 
much emphasis is laid that way it’s 
difficult to remember any other sort 
of turn. Where most of the units 
treking through have been of the 


dance and ditty type, ‘Top Hat’ will 
be a welcome relief, and where the 
family turns out for the ho it’] 
fit admirably. Other ty] idi 
ence may | ome extremely bored 
with it 

Travel in this part of the yun 
try being seriousl) im] d by t 
flooded rivers of the Vicinil riat 
came in minus lit comedy act and 
is showing the I es bill n 





nounces a D 
champ, who 


R somewhere be- 
ios SOIMCW HCI 


and 


tween hers kK. C. and couldn't 
make it across the ice. To make 
up for his absence, Freddie Eaton, 


emsee, and Howard Fuller, member 
of a perch act, try comedy via the 


stooge method but it’s like four- 
day-old milk in the hot sun. 
Music, usually the last thing 


thought of on one of these opuses, | 
is very good and with the addition 


of six hou men here is above 
average It's Bill Martin's band| 
and fronted by Eaton, who looks 
like a McCoy director, minus the} 


St. Vitus technique which strikes 
most of those who are assigned a} 
baton in these parts. Dressing and| 
scenery are good, and if it’s blondes 
that they want ‘Hat’ has ‘em, and| 
lookers, too. 

A blare by the band makes way, 
as the show starts, for the Nancy 
Tate quintet, or Five Top Hatters, 
two lads and three girls. It’s hoof- 
ing and fast. Then Frank Santry, 
juggler, clips off the usual stunts. 
He tries the ciggie manipulation and 
is very obviously pulling 'em out of 
his coat tail to the first five rows. 
His close with a pinwheel rolling on 
the brim of an open umbrella under 
blue lights, is good. 





Joyce Barker, shim-shammer, 
steps out of the line for no good} 
reason. Recovering from an injury | 


to her hip, she was in no condition | 
yto stand the acro finish, Mack and 
and song, are pretty 
good. Even they are blonde. One 
of the feature acts, Howard Fuller! 
and Sister, perch and using a 20- | 
foot swaying pole, is next. Fuller 
does some nice work at the top and | 
it’s different. There’s no under- 
stander and the pole isn’t guyed—| 
being dependent on a small heavy 
base. Sells the sway better. 


Anita Muth, doll-like singer, | 
peddles a couple of numbers, ‘Mason| 
Street Blues’ and ‘Music Goes} 
Round.’ Has looks and poise, but} 
would do better without that mike. 
Her voice, unless watched, can get 
adenoidal, but she did a good job 
here. A Russ dance by Jack Mack 
would be just as well out. He 
works too hard at it to sell. 

Togo, jap juggler and rope walker, 
fs the feature. He does the slide 
from the balcony for a finish after 
a top spinning buildup. His an- 
nouncements' regarding big 
stage and picture work would be 
better in the mouth of the m.c., 
Togo not benefiting as it 
Two Jacks and a Queen, 








trio of 


terpers, close and then finale. Time, 
52 minutes. 
Company manager is Howard 


Fuller and the show was produced 
by Harry Clark, out of the remnants 
of the old ‘Ritz Carleton Blondes’ 
unit. Business fair here. Barn. 


circus bug} 


| may 


| along. 


LET’S HAVE A PARTY 


(ORPHEUM, WINNIPEG) 


Winnipeg, March 5. 

This Cushman unit, on the 
as Bill Arms’ No. 1 
ent from the general run of units 
playing this house for the past few 


weeks. That fact is its chief claim 





to recognition. Built more asa ul 
than as a vaudeville show, acts in 
it intermingle througho with a 
minimum of talent util 1 for a 
maxin , 
Al l ) 11a 
nh vias 3 ia il! 
par D- 
] i i i i i 
i I i ii 
Ne) \ i 1 
l »ppli- 
) Ss a ind 
? int erture and Kammenol- 
Ostrow by Rubensteir Band is an 
asset, with four local union tooters 
adding to the show value here. A 
line of girls also add interest, but 


they need a rehearsal. They could 
use a routine, but for the stix they 
fill the requirements as is. 
Dennise Bruneau dresses up her 
acrobatics so that they show to best 
advantage and also 
rcross the lights Faith Carlton is 
on later to double with Miss 
neau in an effective manner, while 
her solo toe tapping helps things 
Their duo to ‘Poet and Peas- 
ant’ number is as good as it is dif- 
ferent. Elaine and Douglas, with 
elaborate electrical paraphernalia, 
put themselves across in a big way. 
Although what they do has been 
done plenty of times before its the 
dressing up and effectiveness there- 
of that loosens up the neighbors. 
Lighting effects add color and help 


sells 


to impress as well. The p.a. sys- 
tem they carry with them sends 


Elaine’s mellow voice out across the 
lights smoothly. Their several 
banjos are showy and add a big 
time touch. Douglas doubles as m.c, 
and band leader spot in an intelli- 
gent manner. 
Billy Raymond, 


doing blackface, 


|} garners plenty of laughs as he goes 


well-known sermon from 
book, and the act 
clicks pienty. Although it at times 
borders too close to the religious 
angle, it drags out the laughs. 
Frankie ‘Klondike’ Sterling, left- 
hands the uke and gets his har- 
monica numbers across because his 
smile takes with the customers. 
The whole affair, while possibly 
unimpressive technically, should 


into the 
the telephone 


play a good tune at the box office, | 


and that’s what counts, 


JAN GARBER UNIT 


(STANLEY, PITTS.) 
Pittsburgh, March 6. 
Condensed into an half hour band 
act, Jan Garber's outfit would be a 
cinch. But as a 60-minute unit it’s 
something else again. Right now 
there’s not enough variety, for Gar- 
ber sticks too close to his radio or- 
chestral guns, and the sameness 


tends to grow monotonous about 
time | midway. | 

There's the bona fide nucleus for 
a sock unit in the aggregation, but 
stands.| Garber needs to get himself a couple 
the eye rather 
Spotted wisely among | 
specialists, 


}of acts, items for 
than the ear, 
the overabundant vocal 





road | 
show, is differ- | 


herself | 


Bru- | 





Food, Anyhow 





Chicago, March 10. 
Owner of a unit playing a 
| midwest date on a 50-50 deal 
got so desperate due to lack 
} of customers, he demanded a 
50% split on the take of the 
candy machines in the lobby. 











portant, adversely, however, is the 
succession of singers that the unit 
spills for the first half hour. One 


and there isn’t a number in the 
|opening section that doesn’t wind 
up with a vocal refrain None is 
ally poor but after the first couple 
they become curiously inettfect 
the result of doubtful gene 
Best of lot are Lee Bennett pone 
ind Charlie Foster, 16-year-old 


youngster Garber picked up in 
Carolina a year ago and who has 
developed into saleable material 

First and practically only visua 
|excitement in unit comes about in 
|} the middle with arrival of dance 
team of Lorraine Santschi and 
Josephine Buckley. Girls, one a 
blonde and other a brunette, are 
lookers with a load of personalits 
and lots of talent and come up with 
a turn that has class written all 
| over it. 
| which leads them into a refined ver- 
sion of the Hawaiian wiggles for a 
|} solid exit. They're on again neat 
ithe close, costumed differently, for 
ia swell high-kicking item that adds 
immeasurably to their original im- 
pression. 

Comedy is confined to Garber 
himself, with his talking fiddle bit; 
Rudy Rudisill, bald-headed pianist 
who gets laughs with his falling 
toupe and trick key pounding, and 
in apple-cheeked trumpet player 
who cuts some collegiate capers 
that are drawn out too much, how- 
ever. 
sion at the violin and shows that he 
still knows how to fiddle. 

Other specialists, all of them on 
the vocal end, include Lew Palmer, 
Judy Randall, a good-looking blonde 
who does three numbers, and 
Georgia Larue, latter a seven-year- 
old whom Garber introduces as a 
protege from Toledo, O. Tot sounds 


| 


winds up after two songs in a neat 
stretch of tap dancing that sends 
her off to solid reception. 


For a finish, too, Garber might 
pick something more showy. Pres- 


ent curtain, quite ragged, doesn’t 
send the band off advantageously. 
Cohen. 


Saranac Lake 


By Chris Hagedorn 

Herman Levine, of the N. V. A. 
Fund's N. Y. office, here on a two- 
day vacash,. 

Jack Edwards, of 
Carroll and Darrell 
new arrival last week. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Frank left 
this week after spending 10 days 











and Edwards, 


Palmer, 

Fifi Climas celebrated a birthday. 

Thomas Vicks is leaving Saranac 
Lake, 

Garry Sitgreaves, who was suc- 
cessfully operated on last week, is 
up to dining-room for one meal. 
Eddie Ross, ditto. 


they might mean the difference. Ray 
Musically, Garber has an outfit} with his family in town, has been 
that ranks with the best. Tempo|getting some grand reports from his 


might be varied a bit, 


basically important. What is im- 








The THEATRE 





BOOKING 


of the STARS’ 


AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46" 


ST. NEW YORK 


Biyant 9-7800 





J. 
GENERAL 


SIDNEY H. 


BOOKING 


LUBIN 


MANAGER 


PIERMONT 


MANAGER 








but that’s not 


doctors. 

Bee Lee and her room-mate, Syl- 
via Abbott, are both feeling fine 
and looking swell. 

Warner Club 
cards, 


donated playing 
; NVA Patients 
Harry Gorden, Dick Moore, Ben 


greaves, Herbert Elder, 
Jess Rosenberg, Robert Faricy, Joe 
Dabrowski, Sally Rogone, Oscar 
Davis, George Wicks, Milton Pollak, 
William Canton, Thomas Abbott. 
John Louden, William Janney, Jack 
Edwards, Max Pfeffer, Ford Ray- 
| mond, Thomas Kerns, Alice Carmon, 
Ninna Morse, Sylvia Abbott, Bea- 
| trice Lee, Elizabeth Rogers, Fifi Cli- 
|mas, Marion Cannon, Nellie Queall: 


Fred Rith, 





| Doris Connes, Marya Blake. Gladys 
| Palmer, 3etty Huntington, Rita 
| Preftacy, Margaret Newell, Mario 
Green, Marie Bianchi, Doris Gas- 
coigne, Hazel Gladstone, Hanna 
Zimmerman, Ethel Clouds, Dorothy 
Kruse. 
Chi $ 
tevens Names 





Chicago, March 10. 
Stevens hotel is going after smart 
supper club biz and has Ramon and 
Renita booked in for 19 weeks open- 
ing April 15. Also dickering for a 
name band and may also 
Jose Manzanares as the g 
rumba combo. Manzanares is cur- 
recently etherizing for Ford 
Ramon and FPenita are current! 
in Palm Beach at Joe Zelli’s niter; 


bring in 


tango- 





Their first is a smart waltz | 


Garber also has a serious ses- | 


a bit adenoidal in her singing, but | 


Edwards and 


visiting Mrs. Franks’ sister, Gladys | 


Ketchem, who is residing | 


Schaefer, Fred Bachman, Armond 
Monte, Chris Hagedorn, Robert | 
Merrick, Eddie Ross, Garry Sid- 


| NEW 


--.- = 


ACTS 





FAY and WELLINGTON 

REVUE (5) 

Dances, Music 
1415 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Grand O. H., N. Y. 

If snapped up by tighter routining, 
| these dances could mean something, 
| but as now presented all 
i seem wasted. 


|} managing to keep the stage filled 


| with hoofing, the turn fell short of 
follows the other in rapid succession | 


any desired sock. 
Opening doesn’t mean much. All 


ire on stage informally when cur- 
tains open, two coming forward for 
1 standard tap routine, as the rest 
fade They endeavor to work casual 

orv threads into the stepping, but 
it’s trite and has no punch. Second | 


ippearance carries on. the 
idea, and still it doesn’t jell. 
One fellow 
novelty, the 
fare, and 
tion, delivery is mild. 
tial tunes are handed out. 
member specializes in character 
dancing, and a girl presents acro- 
batic .turns for her solo. No par- 
ticular taste to. the costuming, with 
the men never getting together on 
either formal or street garb. Brel. 


break in the dance 
manipula- 
Usual 


only 


while it’s good 


DANCE MERRY-GO-ROUND (5) 
Flash Act 
11 Mins.; Full 
Grand O. H., New York 

Quintet numbers tour steppers 
| (mixed) and a singer (male) who 
}doubles on the piano. Unreeled 
nicely as a G.O.H. close, with the 
leye-filling duties being fulfilled via 
| Okay terpsing plus four changes of 
| costume on the part of the girls, and 
three on the part of the males. 

Tapping is the standout division, 
vith the male duo showing off best. 
| Individual specialties serve mainly 
|as breaks, except for the singer, who 
| stresses his solo chores and acquits 
| himself ably. Costumes add strongly 
! to an okay impression. Edqga. 


15 YEARS AGO 





(From Variety and Clipper) 


Society of Authors, 
and Publishers an- 
first dividend would be 
|}paid in March, After that quar- 
terly. But it was planned to hold 
out $200,000 as a war fund, 


American 
| Composers 
| nounced 


Chicago grand opera got $380,- 
|000 for 43 performances at the Man- 
hattan, N. Y. But in the red. Sala- 


ries too high. 





Metro opened ‘Four Horsemen’ 
at the Lyric to a $15,000 week. 


Plans being completed for a 
‘film hock shop.’ To give financial 
aid to promising productions short 
of funds. New idea then, 


| 


| 
t 
| 


Keith theatres installing safes 
backstage. Siage doormen §re- 
ceived and deposited valuables. 
| Due to many dressing room rob- 
} beries. 


BV: 
club, 


A. was planning a country 





Ballard-Muggivan merged Sells- 
Floto, Wallace-Hagenbeck and Rob- 
inson’s circuses for opening in 
Chicago, making a 130-car outfit. To 
be split into three units after 
ing St. Louis. 


play- 


Luba Mereoff turn split into three 
singles. Mother, son and daughter 
going their separate ways. Ben tried 
out at the American roof ina single, 
Hit was his Ted Lewis imitash. 


Shubert 


vaudeville idea finally 
officially called off. Had been dead 
from the start, but they didn't 


know it. 


In Philadelphia De Wolf Hopper | 


protested against a projected 


man mass meeting. Mayor called | 
meeting off. 
Marcus Loew announced he | 


would have 95 theatres by next sea- 


Eva 


meerts 


Tanguay doing two Sunday 


almost every week end 


With her cabaret salary it added up 
about $3,500 a week, 

Adelaide Tierrmann , widow of the 
late magacian, trying to 
of his 


KECT)) 


relations tram icine ‘The 
: 7 ns a asf 


(Continued on page 6)) 





efforts 
Act was used to close 
}a four-act program here, and while 





same | . 
| salvation. 


plays the accordion for | 


mar- | 
Another | 








| brings it around okay. 





Ger- | 


DAGMAR and CO. (4) 
Magic 

18 Mins.; Full 

Grand O. H., New York 


Quantity, if not quality, Is gen. 
erously dished out in this one, espe- 
cially in the fore portion. Audience 
here didn’t always follow the gallop 
and a couple of tucks [tn the reper- 
toire wouldn’t hurt. Homestretch 
however, slows down, and this is 
where Dagmar exhibits his best 
salesmanship. 

Unlimbers with seven or eight 
standard stunts which come in such 
staccato tempo that 
times fails to 
completely. 


Dagmar some- 
conceal the wires 
Distinct cleavage then 
takes place, and the finale draws up 


with two surefire items that spell 


One of these is a ringing goblet 
that chimes out the numbers on 


cards passed to the 
delivers 


audience and 
‘answers’ to questions. 
Other is a Houdini in which one of 
the femme partners is sealed in a 
trunk, with a volunteer from beyond 
the footlights to supervise. When 
the box is opened, Dagmar, and not 
the femme, appears. 

Used as a lengthy No. 1 here, and 
new to the files, though it 
size up that way. 


doesn't 
Edga, 


JANE WITHERS 


Songs, Dances, Talk 
15 Mins.; One 
Oriental, Chicago 

Here's a picture name who really 
does an act. This kid gets out there 
and delivers legitimate entertain- 
ment. 

In the first place, Jane Winters is 
costumed smartly with an eye to 
general popular appeal in a semi- 
comic dress that makes her look her 
age. She starts right in with a 
song from her picture, ‘Paddy 
O'Day,’ which she sells niftily in 
Irish brogue. Then into a series of 
imitations of Pitts, Garbo, Vallee 
and Crosby which get by neatly, and 
winds up with a smashing impres- 
sion of Shirley Temple _ singing 
‘Lollipop.’ Iixtremely clever bit 
from every angle. 

Off and back again later in this 
show for a tap and dancing number, 
which she sold to this audience like 
a finished trouper. Gold. 


KEMPER and HAGGERTY 
Comics 
15 Mins.; One 

Grand O. H., N. Y. 

There’s pep in this act. It’s hoke 
stuff for the most part, but landed 
solidly here, 

First the two men appear as col- 
legiates, but one changes later to 
another guise for gagged nonsense. 
They present the old hallucination 
bit, in which they enter a bar, drink, 
indulge in a shooting fray, and fold 
up in jail. All done in an imaginary 
vein, but built into loud laughs. 


G. O. H. saw much the same thing 
on last week’s bill, but did not seem 
to mind the repetition. When things 
do retard, the short one hands out 
a buriesqued version of ‘Pony Boy.’ 
It's used frequently in the act, but 
Bral. 


FOUR CHARLTONS 
Gymnastics 

5 Mins.; Full 

Grand O. H., N. Y. 


Act is composed of three girls and 
a man, presented as an opener here. 
One girl supplies most of the 
muscular power, with the others 
using her to demonstrate their bal- 
ancing feats. All the feats are de- 
livered neatly and there's little time 
lost. Following some standard 
pyramiding, group clinches its 
stunts with a suspended twirling 
flash from a center bar. 





They wear white union suits, 
topped with silver skull caps, and 
make a nice appearance. The man 
is really incidental to the act, the 


three girls seeming to arrest most 
} attention 
It’s a good opener. Bral. 
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WHITEY” ROBERTS 
Doubling at Tabor Theatre 
Last Week, Roxy, Salt Lake City 
Week March i3, Tower, K. €. 
Week March 20, Uptown, Chi. 
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Fischer-French 
Casino Form 
Own Agency 


jhe International Theatrical Corp. 
has been organized by Clifford C. | 
Fischer in association with Louis | 
F. Blumenthal 


thal) and Jack Shapiro, owners and | 


(Haring & Blumen- 


managers of the French Casinos 


in New York, 
Latter spot, the old Prince Edward 


Miami and London. 


theatre, opens next month. Fischer 
is associated with the F.C.’s as sole 
revue producer and entrepreneur. 


The booking agency, as the In- 
ternational Theatrical Corp, ‘name 


implies, is a supplementary exten- 
sion of their activities, although it 
marks Fischer’s active return to in- 
ternational booking. That was long 
his prime business and he still con- 
trols the Agence Artistes des 
Champs-Elysees, Paris, formerly 
known as the William Morris agen- 
cy because of the affiliations be- 
tween the Morris office, Fischer and 
Henry Lartigue. Latter has since 
become a show producer in Paris 
and at the French spas, leaving 
Georges Boronski in active charge 
of the Paris agency, which will be 
absorbed into the new International 
Corp. 

Fischer has already set up an of- 
fice in N. Y., in the French Casino 
Bldg., and will establish a London 
branch when he arrives there. 
Fischer sails Saturday (14) with the 
‘Folies Parisienne’ revue, which just 
closed at the Miami French Casino, 
to install it as the opening attrac- 
tion at the new London Casino. 
There he will close with a promi- 
nent vaudeville agent to come into 
the organization. 

Fischer when, originally asso- 
ciated with J. C. Stein, of the Mu- 
sic Corp. of America, had plans for 
an international band booking 
agency. The new corporation will 
essay the same idea that MCA now 
has as regards foreign and U. §. 
band bookings. 


Paul Lukas, John Boles 





Compleiing Vaude Tours 


Paul Lukas, whose personal ap- 
pearance tour was interrupted when 
he was recalled to the Paramount 
studio, is going out again on stage 
dates. He has been booked for the 
Met, Boston, week of March 20, 
with the Earle, Washington, to fol- 
low on March 27. 

Eddie Resnick, on the Coast, ar- 
ranging tour’ through William 
Morris office, 


Chicago, March 10. 


cancelling a week at the 
John Boles starting 
Friday (13), it now develops that 
Boles can make the date. The star, 
playing Detroit this week, received 
orders to return to the Coast for 
Twentieth-Fox and had B&K can- 
cel the Chicago date. 

Twentieth has now postponed the 
picture it wanted Boles for, enab- 
ling him to play the date here after 
all. 


After 
Chicago for 


ee 


Pop Cameron’s Syracuse 
Nitery Try Goes Boom 


Syracuse, N. Y., March 10. 


Attempt of Charles T. ‘Pop’ 
Cameron of vaudeville’s Four 
Camerons to give Syracuse some 


night life has ended in a move by 
creditors to have the former pro- 
prietor of Cameron's Casino declared 
a bankrupt in a petition filed In U. S. 
District Court. 

Cameron, who profitably operated 
a spot on the St. Lawrence river last 
summer, took over the Cafe Dewitt, 





Talent Copyright 


—_---_ 


London, March 2. 

Variety Artists’ Federation 
has made a request to the Brit- 
ish government to place before 
the International Copyright 
Conference to be held at Brus- 
sels this year a resolution de- 
signed to protect variety per- 
formers against pirating. 

By the terms of the resolu- 
tion, which is still in a more 
or less incomplete form, it will 


not be permissible for mimics 
to give impersonations of w.k. 
artists. 











AFA WILL SEEK 
“CLOSED SHOP’ IN 


N. Y. NITERIES 


of 


organize 


Federation Actors 
effort 
nitery performers in N. 
(7) in the 


aimed to better 


American 
renewed to 
Y., resulted 


Saturday passing of 


i) 


resolution working 


moral conditions in the 
AFA 


attended its mass meeting in Union 


and 


arets. estimated that 


laid before the attendance and 
unanimously passed. 

One point in the AFA’s program 
calls for a maximum of three shows 
a day in niteries, Second calls for 
a minimum wage of $25 weekly for 
principals; third, for safe and clean 
dressing rooms, and last for uniform 
play or pay contracts, with imme- 
diate payment of salaries in cash 
to performers immediately after the 
last show of the week. 

AFA especially takes exception to 
the dressing rooms now in vogue in 
a number of spots, claiming that 
many of them haven’t doors, with 
the result that performers are fre- 
quently bothered by drunks and 
sometimes robbed, 

An effort will be made by the AFA 
to sign up all New York niteries as 
‘closed shops.’ Only nitery to sign 
so far is the American Music Hall, 
converted church playing old mel- 
lers, which went union last week as 
to stage hands and musicians. 

Ralph Whitehead, who presided 
at the mass meeting in place of 
Rudy Vallee, president, leaves Fri- 
day (13) for a swing around the 
country to organize nitery enter- 
tainers in the other keys, as well as 
set up AFA branches in San Fran- 
cisco and Los Angeles, 





Gus Edwards’ Auditions 


Either Boots MeKenna or Carl 
Randall will get the dance director's 
job at Gus Edwards’ Showindow 





(Moss’ Broadway), New York, 
both heel ’n’ toe instructors pres- 
ently being under consideration. 


House opens on or about April 6 
with its straight vaude, two-a-day 
policy. 

Auditions of new talent com- 
menced this week, with Edwards 
weeding ’em out for acting, writing 
and composing jobs. Edwards will 
book the shows and stage, though 


will not perform himself, 
| 





New Unit 


Ken Nichols and Eddie Myers are 
partners in a new unit, ‘A Broad 
Abroad,’ which opens Saturday (14) 
City. Comedy headliners 
Blair, 

Others In cast include Sanami and 
Michi, Rodian Dancers, Ray Renard, 
Three Queens, George 
Mimi Rollins and the 
Dancing Debutantes. 


12 McCabe 


Special 





Julian Brown's $250,000 white ele- 
phant, last fall and tried everything 


| terial is by Nichols, 





from vaudeville to ‘The Drunkard’ in | 


an attempt to find a paying policy. | 


He folded about a month ago. 





Doubling Up on Booking 
Seattle, March 10. 
Rex (Sterling), only vaude up- 
town theatre in town, is now being 
booked jointly by Bert Levey and 
Edward J. Fisher. 
Vaude shows play house every 


other week, altepeating with Cush- 
man units, 


MRS, HARRIS’ PARTNER 
New Orleans, March 1¢. 

Peppino, whose partner, Rhoda, 
left him recently to go to Germany 
with her husband, has joined the 
Phil Harris troupe and will team 
up with Mrs. Harris as his partner. 
They plan to rehearse for a month 
and join the Harris outfit in Cin- 
cinnati. 

Prior to her marriage to the or- 
chestra jeader and m.c., Mrs. Harris 
was a @ancer in Australia. 





cab- | 


church, N. Y., when its progr: yas | 
hurch, Y., when its program w 8 | moned 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 





|} liams agency of New York. National | | 
|claims to 
; tract. 


; open, National received a wire from 


Balto Agcy. Charges Ails 
Feigned Illness to Cancel 


| 
} 
Baltimore, March 10. 

Natinal Agency here is filing a | 
complaint with the American Fed- | 
eration of Actors and starting a suit 
against Roscoe Ails, charging him 
with jumping a nitery date here for 
which he had been signed. The | 


| comic-dancer and his partner, Betty | 


Lewis, were booked into the Lord} 
Balto hotel at $150 for week of Feb. 
21, through the Bert Jonas-Joe Wil- 
signatured 


have a con- | 


Day before Ails was scheduled to 


|} Ails stating he had slipped and in- 


| act. 


ary but $60 which the Lord Balto 
hotel spent on advertising the ap- 
| pearance of Ails. 


the | 


AUDIENCE RIOTS AT 


{ 


over 500 | 


|} jured a 
vised 





at the Hollywood theatre, Atlantic | 


Haggerty, | 


are | 
Charles Kemper and O'Donnell and | 


Total take, however, was $65, 
‘leaving Black holding the bag. 
Guy Lombardo’s band goes into 





ma- | 





vertebrae, and doctors ad- | 
he couldn’t work for few 
weeks. The agency obtained another 


Later, National claims it discov- 
ered that Ails was working at the 
Kkenmore hotel, Albany. Complain- 
ant not only asks for the $150 sal- 





B’KLYN FOX AM SHOW 


More 


50 


emergency 


than policemen, 
call, 
fight 


Monday 


sum- 


by an were 


! 
| 
needed to stop a general at} 


the Fox, Brooklyn, night 


(9), which followed the vegetable- 


throwing and heckling of a group 
of youths in the balcony of a ca- 
pacity house. Eight boys were ar- 
rested, six of them booked for dis- 
orderly conduct, while the other two, 
under 16, were held on charges of 
juvenile delinquency. 

Entire jam was aired over WMCA, 
which broadcasts the regular Mon- 


day night amateur shows at the 
lox. 
Kids started to toss vegetables 


at Donn Kerr. pro m.c., after a pro- 
cession of what they apparently 
considered inferior simon-pures. 
Their aim, however, was as bad as 
the amateurs, none of the fruit 
reaching a human either on the 
stage or in the audience. Ushers 
tried to stop the kids, but to no 
avail, and Charles F, Dowe, house 
manager, summoned a_ patrolman. 
Latter teok one glimpse of the scene 
and sent in a riot call, two emer- 
gency squads and three radio pa- 
trols responding. Until the army of 
cops arrived the lone policeman took 
a shellacking from the hecklers. 
Only one injury in the fight was 
reported, the lacerated scalp of one 
of the prisoners, who was given 
hospital treatment before being 
booked for disorderly conduct. Ex- 
cept for a slight interruption, the 
amateur show continued during the 
riot, confined to the balcony and 
involving around 50 people. 








Albany, March 10. 

Albany amateurs laid an egg for 
Manager Harry Black at the RKO 
Palace Friday night (6). Black 
guaranteed a $100 prize for the win- 
ning group in the Junior Film Guild 
annual one-act play contest, the 
finals to be at a special perform- 
ance at the Palace, 

Finalists were the Collegians, a 
group of State College for Teachers’ 
students, and the Grinton Players. 
The Grintons won. 








ihe Paramount, N. Y., for two weeks 
stay the latter part of April, definite 
date hinging on the deluxer’s picture | 
bookings. Music Corporation of 
America set the deal. 

Fred Waring’s orchestra opens at 
the Par today (Wednesday) with 
Klondike Annie,’ Mae West starre! 


F&M May Build Vaud 
Unit Around Tomlin 


‘With My Head On My Saddle’ is 
the title of Pinky ‘Tomlin’s new 
song, which he'll introduce in his | 
third week at the Roxy. It’s prob- | 
able that Fanchon & Marco 
build a unit around him for ensuing 
eastern stage dates. 

Later Tomlin goes 
Coast. 


will | 


the 
i 


back to 


Par Entering Low 





Priced Unit 


Field as Own Theatre Booker: 


Freed Show, 


Love in Dec. 





Former booking head of 
defunct vaudeville circuit now 
has two weeks of time. 

‘I get more attention from 
agents and actors now than 
when I had 40 weeks,’ he de- 


clares. 











BENNY HIS OWN 


OPPOSISH IN 
BALTO 


Baltimore, March 


zQ. 


Jack Benny will 


here when he plays Loew's Century | 


week of March 20. will 


Airing 


| probably be from the old legit Audi- 


torium, Jello (bis radio sponsor) 
distributors having virtually closed 
a deal for the theatre for the night 
of March 22. 

It will be the first time in this 
town that a radio name will play 
opposition to himself, by giving a 
free broadcast in one house and 
playing to paid audiences at an- 
other same evening. Besides this, 
Loew’s Century will also advertise 
Jello in its newspaper copy on 
Benny’s appearance, 

Benny’s unit, including Mary 
Livingston, Stuart Morgan Danc- 
ers, Georges Metaxa and the Lia- 
zeed Arabs, will get $12,500 net for 
the week at the Century. 





Harry Rogers Teams 
With Rodney Pantages 


Chicago, March 10, 

After many years in vaude as a 
producer, Harry Rogers has teamed 
with Rodney Pantages in the or- 
ganization of a talent agency with 
offices in Hollywood, Chicago and 
New York. 

Acts the agency has lined up for 
vaude and ether dates are Edward 
Everett Horton, George Raft, Jack 
Oakie, James Dunn and Sally Eilers, 
Jane Withers, 





Det.’s Name Parade 


Detroit, March 10. 
Starting with the Il Milano pro- 


duction of ‘Rigoletto’ Friday (13), 
Fox theatre here opens a long 
stretch of attractions. 

Following ‘Rigoletto’ in virtually 
consecutive weeks come Ben 
3ernie, Jan Garber, Eddie Duchin 
and Fats Waller bands; Dave Ap- 


polon unit, Jack Benny, and Dickie 
Moore. Phil Baker is playing the- 
atre currently. 





Par Books Perkins’ Ams 


Ray Perkins, amateur unit goes 
into the Oriental, Chicago, week of 
April 10. Show was produced by 
Maurice Golden, with Jierman 
Citron agenting. 


In setting the Perkins’ tyros, | 
| Paramount is for the first time com- 
|mitting itself to play ams. other 
than Major Bowes.’ 

STILL OUT 
Seattle. Mare!) 19, 

No stage shows as steady diet in 
sight at Paramount or any lo 
| Evergreen-Hamrick house, report 
Frank Newman, §S&r., back from 
F-WC mect. 

Single bills to continue at ith 
Ave. theatre. 

Ams. in Salt Lake 
Salt Lake City, March 19. 

Second appearance of a Major 

sowes’ unit in Salt Lake opened 
Monday (9) for a four-day run at 


the Victory. 


Ted Mack {s the gong-ringer. 


broadcast from | 


$175-Per-Day, Starts 





° icin 

First major circuit attempt to 
enter the low priced unit booking 
field will be made by Paramount 
shortly, when it routes a 19-people 
show headed by Carl Freed’s har- 
monica band through the _ south. 
reed’s unit, due to its comparative- 
ly expensive setup, will pave the 
way at the rate of $175 a day in 
theatres operated by Paramount 
partners and subsidiaries Par 
eventually expects to book $150-a- 
day type units regularly. 

From present indications, though 
the route has not been completed, 
Freed will get from eight to 10 
weeks of one and two-day stands. 
1 It will be a 45-minute show, com- 
| prising a seven-piece band besides 
|the harmonicaists, a line of six 
girls and Phil King. 

In the event the Paramount route 
is not consecutive, Freed’s unit ex- 
i} pects to fill-in between Par book- 
|ings with percentage dates. Entire 
|show will travel in cars owned by 
| Freed. 

Direct Booking 

! Booking of the unit was direct 
between Freed and Charles J. lree- 


man of Par’s New York booking of- 


fice. It is Freeman’s intention, in 
the event the Freed experiment 
proves’ successful, to recruit as 
many standard acts as possible to 
follow suit. 

At the present time, Paramount 
affiliated theatres in the smaller 


towns playing stage shows are be- 
ing booked by independents. Par, 
a couple of months ago, started to 


consolidate the bookings of these 
houses in its own booking office. 
One result of this was the switch 


in the bookings of Shea's, Toronto, 
and Loew's, Montreal, from the 
William Morris office to Freeman's 
book. These houses are operated 
by Famous Players-Canadian. 

Major portion of Freed’s one and 
two-day time will be in the Wilby- 
Kincey theatres, working south 
from the Carolinas, and in the In- 
terstate’s smaller houses. 


‘2 WPA Vaude Units for 
| Syracuse, One at Admish 


Syracuse, March 10. 

New vaudeville project of the 
WPA for this district was approved 
last week by Eric Branham, Al- 
bany director, and Gevurge M. Gatts, 
state director. Two units will be 
produced immediately. 

One unit will pe small and geared 
strictly to play schools, hospitals 
and institutions gratis. Second will 
be in presentation style and will 
perform before paid audiences at 
the WPA’s Civic theatre here, This 
show will include a line of 12 to 16 
girls, plus an erchestra, besides the 
principals. 

Acis will be recruited from such 
towr.s where there are no theatre 
piojects, as well as Syracuse, in- 
cluding Utica and Rochester. Au- 
ditions of talent are already under- 
way. 

Paul Poole, former vaude pro- 
ducer, is supervising the project 
here, with Sam Saperstein named as 
his business manager. 


Nother Am Unit Going 
Into Roxy, N. Y., at 66 

















toxy, -N. Y. has signed with 

Jowes’' for another unit of ams. 
Placed No. 1 the week of Feb. 21. 

House is taking a second Bowes’ 


init for Holy Week in April at $6,- 
0°00 on the week and no split. Roxy 
which of the various 
units now on the road it will 


doesn't know 


Bow es’ 


get, if any of these, or whether 
Bowes will throw together a fresh 
bunch o ams. The No. 1 unit at the 
house was augmented by several 
amateur acts which had not been 
on the road. 
G-S CASTER EAST 
Chicago, March 19. 

Michael Todd to New York this 
week to conclude casting arrange- 
fments for production of “The 


Mikado.’ 

Gilbert & Sullivan operetta will be 
| produced in both full-length and 60- 
ijminute versions for legit and pres 
entation houses, 
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show, whether ful! or split week 


Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (MARCH 13) 
THIS WEEK (MARCH 6) 


Numerals in connection with bills pelow inoicate opening day ot 














BOSTON 
Keith’s (12) 
tebe Barri Girls 
shayne & Armstr’g 

‘ Fredericks Co 

Nalph Bellamy 

Nirska 

Sims & Bailey 

Mella Kirk & H 

(5) 

H' wood Rest'r’nt R 
CINCINNATI 
Keith’s (13) 

Bobby May 

Ross & Stone 

Sylvia Froos 

Barto & Mann 

(6) 

Daniels & Lyon 

Contin't’! Cavalc'de 
CLEVELAND 
Keith's (13) 

Cab Calloway Ore 

(6) 





Secrets 


TH’ wood 





COLUMBUS 
Keith’s (6) 
Nonchalants 


Bobby May 
Ross & Stone 
Thelma Leeds 


KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (13) 

E Carroll Vanities 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (13) 

Coconut Grove 

Eddie Peabody 

6) 

Ted Lewis Ore 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s (12-14) 

Noble Sissle Bd 


ROY 
Keith's (13-16) 
Mae Wynn 4 
Reynolds & White 
Carl Shaw Co 
Steve Evans 
Lester Cole Co 


tev 














See You Soon 


JACK POWELL 


Recently Returned from Europe 


Direction 
LEDDY & SMITH 

















Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (13) 
Honey Fam 
3 Fonzalls 
Street Singer 
Herman Timberg 
Lee & Louise Rev 
BALTIMORE 
Century (13) 
Andressens 
Roger Pryor 
Maud Hilton Co 
Fats Waller Orc 
DETROIT 
Fox (13) 
Milano Opera Co 





NORFOLK 


State (13) 
Dave Apollon Rev 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (13) 

Lime 3 

Xavier Cugat Ore 
WASHINGTON 

Fox (13) 

Jack Benny 

Mary Livingston 

Laizeed Arabs 

George Metaxa 

Stuart-Morgan Co 

Chicken Sis 





Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (11) 
Fred Waring Bd 


TON 
Metropolitan (13) 
il Armstrong Bd 
Mills Bros 
Pete Peaches & D 

CHICAGO 
Chicago (13) 
John Boles 
Frank Conville 
Freddie Zay 
Lathrop Bros & L 
Oriental (13) 





Howard & Shelton 


MONTREAL 

Loew's (13) 
Jules & Clifton 
Pat Henning Co 
Frank Gaby Co 
Ming & Toy 
Aaren & Broderick 
Harry Anger & Gis 

TORONTO 
Shea’s Hip (13) 
Ward & Milford 
M & L Robin 
Revel Baxter & D 
The Aristocrats 
Joe Morris Co 








Wilbur Cushman 





ABERDEEN 
Capitol (13-14) 
WH’ wood Holiday 
Johnnie Dunn 
Mildred Perlee 
Stalac Bros & P 
Syvble Lee 
Billy Thornton Co 
Spud Seal 
Stone & Kane 
toe Donaldson 
H'’ wood Ambass’d’s 
AMARILEO 
Fair (15-16) 
Cavalcade of Laffs 
Murand & Girton 
Charlie Brugge 
Evans & Rudie 


| 


6 Satinettes 
Stanley Meyer’s Bd 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
State (13-15) 
Mardi Gras Nights 
Glen Dale 
Hadiji Baba 3 
Shannon & Harris 
Jack Lowe 
Dorothy LaRue 
Bob South Co 
George LaTour 
Masaveraders Bd 
CHEYENNE 
America (19-20) 
March of Rhythm 
Jed Dooley Co 





Shay & Parker 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1501 Broadway, New York 


This Wk.: 


Jane Chesney, 


Rob’t Braine 





Leroy & Pals 
Danny Harris 
Dan & Ann Manos 
Mile Lila 
7 Play Boys 
BARABOO 
Al Ringling (16-17) 
Paris on Parade 
Ted & Art Miller 
Phil & Dolly 
Wells & Powell 
Jantz Sis 
Sanna & T.oomis 
§ Rhythm Steppers 
Rich’d Shannon Bd 
BEAUMONT 
Jefferson (15-17) 
C'edy Stars H' wood 
Browne & LaVelle 
Clifford Wayne 6 
Jerry & Jean 
Clarence & DeLores 
Grey Woif 
Iron Heart 
Little Deer 
Carlyle Wayne 
R Patrick Sutton 
Hollywood Co 
BILOXI 
Saenger (13-14) 
Sirens in Satin 
Shannon Stanley 
Billy Baird 
Comer & Parks 
2 Aristocrats Dance 
Faye Sis 
Langdon & Storey 


lane & Harper 

Rillv Joy 

St Clair Sis 

Clairs 

Juanita 

Waneta 

Billy Joy's Bd 

CRESTON 

Strand (16-17) 


Top Hat Rev 

Great Togo 

H'w’rd Fuller & Sis 
Mack & Miller 

Elmer Brown 

Nancy Tate 6 

Anita Muth 

Joyee Barker 

Dub Taylor 

Bill Martin’s Bd 

DULUTH 

Garrick (11-13) 

Chatterbox Rev 

Ait DeCarr & S 

Frazier Bros 

Capps Bros 

3 Doyle Sis 

Dally Capps 

Ann & C Howard 

7 Topical Tunesters 
FORT MADISON 

Fox-Strand (18-19) 

B’way Bandwagon 

Billy Farrell Co 

Siror 3 

Richardson 2 

Ude'l 2 

Rich Barnsdale 





Leroy & Sharp 


Harper Roisman 


HIBBING 
State (17-18) 
Blue Paradise Rev 
DeBarries Birds 

Carvelle Sis 
Carl Thorson 
Les Ni 
Margie 
Gay & 
Tony Fran 
Billy Burt 
Dot Higgins 
P’r'dise Rhythm 
KEOKUK 
Regent (15-16) 
Lets Have a Party 
6 Denise Dancers 
Billy Raymond Co 
Carlton Sis 
Frank Sterling 
Elaine & Douglas 
& Melody Men 
LACROSSE 
Majestic (14-15) 
Chatterbox Rev 
Al DeCarr & 8 


chols 
Richman 
Mar 4 


sco 


Bd 


Frazier Bros 
Capps Bros 
3 Doyle Sis 


Dolly Capps 
Ann & C Howard 
7 Tunesters 


LEWISTON 


Liberty (15-17) 
Town Scandals 
Joe & Ed Dayton 
Butters Tr 
Art Gleason 


| Phil Bernard 
| Mayfair Sis 
| Allyn & 


Gaudraux 
Joyce Rogers 
Town Crier’s Bd 
MACOMB 
Tilinois (16-17) 
Kit Kat Klub Rev 
3 Payne Bros 
2 Kanazawa 
Barney Star 
Ruth Sue Powell 
Wagner Sis 
Jeanette Lee 
Richardson Sis 
Paul Cholet 
6 Kittenettes 
Krazy Kat Bd 
MASON CITY 
Cecil (18-19) 
Mardi Gras Nights 
Glen Dale 
Hadji Baba 3 
Shannon & Harris 
Jack Lowe 
Dorothy LaRue 
Bob South Co 
George LaTour 
Masqueraders Bd 
MERIDIAN 
Temple (15-16) 
Sirens in Satin 
Shannon Stanley 
Silly Baird 
Comer & Parks 
3 Aristocrats Dance 
Faye Sis 
Langdon & Storey 
Leroy & Sharp 
6 Satinettes 
Stanley Meyer’s Bd 
MINO 


Japs 


State (17-18) 
H’ wood Holiday 
Johnnie Dunn 
Mildred Perlee 
Stalac Bros & P 
Syble Lee 

Billy Thornton Co 
Spud Seal 

Stone & Kane 
Joe Donaldson 
H’wood Amb’ss'd'rs 


MOLI? 
LeClaire (13-14) 
Lets Have a Party 
6 Denise Dancers 
Billy Raymond Co 
Cariton Sis 
Frank Sterling 
Elaine & Douglas 
8 Melody Men 

MONMOUTH 

Rivoli (18) 
Passing Parade 
Bradna Boys 
6 Gales 
Great Koban 
Chan Knoll 3 
Edithe Rogers 
D Sis 
Mickey Reynolds 
7 Rhythm Makers 

MUSKOGEE 

Ritz (18-19) 
Paris On Parade 
Ted & Art Miller 
Phil & Dolly 
Wells & Powell 
Jantz Sis 
Sanna & Loomis 
5 Rhythm Steppers 
Rich’d Shannon Bd 
OKLAHOMA CITY 

Oklahoma (12-14) 
Times Sa Topics 
Lorette Grey 

Lutes Bros 
Sherman & McVey 
Fenwick & Kocher 
Holst 2 

Ginger Stover 
Buddy Mack 








Glenn Mason 
Joe Clausers Co 
OTTUMWA 
Ottumwa (18-19) 
Top Hat Rev 
Great Togo 
H Fuller & Sis 
Mack & Miller 
Elmer Brown 
Nancy Tate 6 
Anita Muth 
Joyee Barker 
Dub Taylor 
Bill Martin's Bd 
PITTSBURGH 
Cozy (15-16) 
Passing Parade 
Bradna Boys 
6 Gales 
Great Koban 
Chan Knoll 3 
Edithe Rogers 
D Sis 
Mickey Reynolds 
7 Rhythm Makers 
SAPULPA 
Criterion (20-21) 
Fads & Fancies 
Gabby Bros 
Murdock & Mayo 
DeLouie & Milo 
Dale & Dean 
Tommey Seym< 
Myra Carol 
Doree & Hayward 
Louise DeLouie 
Jimmy Read 
SEATTLE 
Rex (12) 
Chicago Follies 
Col Ches Davis 
Henri Neiser 
Skating Swingers 
Bobby Bedford 
Bobby Dyer 
Ellison Sis 
Frank Peg Jones 
Emile Leone 3 
Ches Davis Bd 
SPOKANE 
Empress (13-16) 
March of Rhythm 
Jed Dooley Co 
Shay & Parker 
Iane & Harper 
Billy Joy 
St Clair 
Clairs 
Juanita 
Waneta 
Billy Joy’s Bd 
ST. LOUIS 
G. O. House (13-19) 
Fads & Fancies 
Gabby Bros 
Murdock & Milo 
Dale & Dean 
Tommy Seymour 
Myra Carol 
Doree & Hayward 
Louise DeLouie 
Jimmy Read 
TRINIDAD 
West (17-18) 
Cavaleade of Laffs 
Murand & Girton 
Charlie Brugge 
Evans & Rudie 
Leroy & Pals 
Danny Harris 
Dan & Ann Manos 
Mile Lila 
7 Play Boys 
VIRGINIA 
State (15-16) .. 
Blue Paradise Rev 
DeBarries Birds 
Carvelle Sis 
Carl Thorson 
Les Nichols 
Margie Richman 
Tony Francisco 
Billy Burt 
Dot Higgins 
Gay & Marcia 
WATERI.00 
Paramount (13-15) 
Kit Kat Klub Rev 
3 Payne Bros 
2 Kanazawa Japs 
Barney Star 
Ruth Sue Powell 
Wagner Sis 
Jeanette Lee 
Richardson Sig 
Paul Cholet 
6 Kittenettes 
Krazy Kat Ba 
WICHITA 
Orpheum (15-17) 
Rainbow Rev 
Fiddlers 3 


yur 


Sis 


Orloff 3 
Hashi & Osal 
Marlene Sis 


Connie Mitchell 
Jimmy Mack 
Black Panther 
7 Sirens Sync’p'tion 
WINNIPEG 
Orpheum (16-21) 
Times Sq Topics 
Lorette Grey 
Lutes Bros 
Sherman & McVey 
Fenwick & Kocher 
Holst 2 
Ginger Stover 
Buddy Mack 





Glenn Mason 
Joe Clausers Co 





Independent 





CHICAGO 
State Lake 
N T G Rev 
2 Slate Bros 
tito Rio 
Fay Carroll 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (13) 
Bebe Daniels 
Ben Lyon 
Lamberti 


(7) 





KANSAS CITY, MO 
Tower (13) 
Rielly Thrower & L 

Whitey Roberts 
Medley & Duprey 
Jack Carson 
LOUISVILLE 
Nationaal (13-16) 
F & M Britton Bd 
3 Lorraine Sis 
NASHVILLE 
Princess (17-19) 
Homer Coghill 











Buddy Rogers 
Jeanie Lang 

Cookie Bowers 
Miriam Verne 


Ore 








Bill Steele 


Connor Fam Harry Holmes 
Chas Althoff irvine Edwerds 
Gautier’s Dogs tochelle Bros & B 
PHILADELPHIA | Roberta 

Earle (13) (6) 


Riley & Farley 
Ada Browa 
Herman Timberg 
Audrey Parker 


| Tim Herbert 


Raymond Wilbert 
Helen Reynolds Co 
PITTSBU RGH 
Stanley (13) 
Xavier Cugat Co 
Georges & Jalna 

Lime 3 
(6) 


Jan Garber Ore 
READING 
Aster (6) 

De Costa 3 

‘Whitey’ & Ford 





Worth Wyle & H 
California Rev 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (13) 
4 Antelaks 
John Tio 
3 Wiere Bros 
June Knight 
6 


Large & Morgner 
Xaviar Cugat Orc 
Georges & Jaina 
Carroll & Howe 





London 





Trocadero 
Larry Adler 
Billy Bennett 
Lajos Barsony 
d’ Alba 


Week of March 9 


Maurice 
TOTTENHAM 
COURT ROAD 
Paramount 
3 Veronas 





Provincial 





CARDIFF 
Capitol 
‘Songs From Films’ 
16 Mastersingers 

Elaine Robinson 

David Evans 
Eric Palmer 
EDINBURGH 
Theatre Royal 
Horace Goldin 
Herbert & Hatton 
Jock McKay 
D Hare & Pianist 
GLASGOW 
I’'aramount 
Rawicz & Landauer 
LEEDS 
Paramount 
Charlie Kunz 





Week of March 9 


LIVERPOOL 
Paramount 

J Hylton Boys 
Shakespeare 
Harry Lauder 
Wheeler & Wilson 
Charles Norman 
Terry Wilson 
Alvarez Bros 


3 Calores 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount 

Magyar Tr 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 

F A Mangan Co 


Mrs 





Germany 





BRESLAU 
Kaiserkrone 
Le Davies 
Hanns Laube 
Trude Lehmann 
Fred Kronstroem 
May & May 
Ibolika Zilzer 
Liebich 
Fred Will Bert 
I. Fluher 
W Hartstein Tr 
Hitjo 
Young Ryle 
3 Warells 
Werner Voelker 
Elly Neubeck 
Le Steur 
Wappemhof 
Ariston Stanley Co 
Francie Dorny 
Einfeldt 
Eva & Ly 
Gatti 
K Lord 
Joe Milton 
DRESDEN 
Albert 
Barracetas 
Beetz & Partner 
Bernt & Gloria 
8 Brox 
3 Cartellas 
Cliff Aeros 
Lou & Will Co 
Rogall 
Molkow Ballet 
McSovereign 
Emil Stammer 
Esplanade 
Bert & Parley 
Bronia Borgis 
Ari Vater 
Charlotte Arno 
Re 


Brick Boys 
Brunau & Partner 
Emmy & Louis 
Hanley’s Dogs 
Georg Kroenlein 
Margot LaMarr 
Basia Ossipowna 
Tr Roloft 
Rheinterrassen 
Borry 3 
Jonny Gueldner 
Curt Jurisch 
2 Justins 
Killy Mork Co 
Vaterland 
Greenway Ballet 
R Kistenmacher 
L M Lommel 
Mercedes 





Month of March 


immy Petko 
Nino & L Sereno 
Smittie 
HANNOVER 
Tivoli 
Tos Ambatos 
Wilhelm Bendow 
Edith v. Ebeling 
H Fuerstenberg 
Robby Holms 
Ballet A Warden 
LEIPZIG 
Central 
3 Ardigos 
3 Blonds 
Dolly Fischer 
Grant & Mosley 
yeorg Miller 
Evelyn Roberty 
Rolf Romany 
Elsa Thaler Ballet 
Vino Ballet 
Drei Linden 
Emil Reimers Co 
Decoy & Resy 
2 Dewills 
Dschapur 
Erichsen & M 
Rudi & Jack 
Streeth & Streeth 
Eden 
Alice Basener 
Cubany & Lilja 
4 Ettol Girls 
Hiddessen 
Nick & Neel 
Beta Smaro 
Stary & Kott 
Steff- & Stone 
Van de Velde Coe 
Heinz Vogel 
Hanni Weise ' 
Kristall Palast 
3 Bennos 
Will T Carr 
Cooke’s Ponies 
3 Franklins 
Teddy Heinz 
Raja & Ranjo Co 
Sherrier & Gould 
2 Singing Fools 
2 Vegas 
24 Gypsy Musicians 
MUENCHEN 
Circus Krone 
Adriana & Charly 
9 Allisons 
Polo Rivel & Tr 
Gibson Co 
3 Jaenecke 
Tr Naito 
Nena & Paulette 
Wassilliams Co 
Klein & Wicky 





Cabarets 





Archmont 
David Howell 

Bal Musette 
Ann Kennedy 
Flo Hill 
Georgie Daniels 
Gordon Davis 
Bobby Leonard 
Tommy Martin 
Parisian Serenadere 


Barrel of Fun 


Ed & Morton Beck 
Bobby Tremaine 
Percy Stoner 
Beachcomber Bar 
Rex Evans 
Marion Butler 
Leslie Litamy 
Ann Suter 

Bill’s Gay 90's 
Joe E Howard 
Kay Parsons 
Gus Wicke 
Will Ward 
Bill Lorraine 
Ed Furman 
Ethel Gilbert 
Jerry White 
Paul Davin 


Black Cat 





Ted Lewis 
Congolina 
Amanda Randolph 
Stump & Stumpy 
| Dot Sauliter 
3 Tom Cats 
Lonny Simmons & 
Rhythm Kittens 


Cafe Trouville 
Burt Stevens Ore 
Caliente 


Alice Lawlor 
Joyce Santeli 





NEW YORK CITY 


Cecily Rogers 
Violet Arnold 
Chie Goldman 
Terry Gray 
Skippy Smith Ore 


Casino Venezia 


John di Michael 
F Bracciante Ens 


Chateau Moderne 
Billy Castle 
Elena McCoy 
Muriel Rogers 
Fnk McFarlane O 


Chez Josy Baker 


Josephine Baker 
Willem Van Loon 
Gene Ashley 

Alice Delano Weeks 
Ray Benson Orc 
Antobal's Cubans 


Clab Cliquot 
‘Contin’t’l Variet's’ 
Vera Strilska 
Janey Dolova 
Tonsie Say 
Maxine Dailmer 
Bonnie Beard 
Valia Valentinova 


Vava Prazvenks 


Pola Montoya 
Sasha Poleschuck 
Col F Maybohm 


Club Gaucho 
Dimitri 
Virgil 
Persa Ravel 
Los Gauchos 
Rilla Dau 
Munoz & Bolau 


Club Richman 


Lee Carr 
James Sherry 
Harry Bernie 





George Oliver 
Freddie Monroe 
Jack Mayo Ore 


Club Sharon 


Jean Abbott 
Kay Harris 
Al Appollon Ore 


Cocoanut Grove 
Jean McCulley 
Raye Prince & C 
Dick Messner Ore 


Connie’s Inna 
Anise & Aland 
Hotcha Drew 
Maxie Armstrong 
Eddie Green 
James Anderson 
Kaluha 
Don Redman Bd 

Delmonico’s 


Murray Alan 
Jay Mills Orc 


Jack Dempsey’s 
Dorothy Williams 
Carol Chapelle 
Heat Waves 
Jan Brunesco Bd 


‘Eighteen’ Club 


Jimmie Rogers 
Mary Mercer 

El Chico 
Consuelo Morena 
Portia Portar 
Emile de Torre Orc 


El Toreador 


Ramon & Lucinda 
Toreador 4 
Fermin & Gloria 
Fantasia Novoa 
Medaro 

Don Gilberto Ore 


El Morocco 
Ernie Holst Ore 


Famous Door 


Red McKenzie Bd 
French Casino 
‘Folies de Femmes’ 

Emilee Adreon 

10 Argentina Ladies 

Alphonse Berg 

3 Bredwins 

Georges Bruyais 

Choppy 

M’rg’erite DuFresne 

Estelle & LeRoy 

Marita Farell 

Cilly Feindt 

Dany Flore 

Little Fred 

Vera Nargo 

Orbal 

Mile Paris 

Piroska 

Andre Randall 

Sherkot 

Sonia Gansser & A 

Jack Denny’s Ore 

Vincent Travers Ore 

Russell Patterson's 
Personettes 


Gino’s Cedar Gard'n 


Filberto Toselli 
Don Martin Ore 


Gloria Palast 
Paul Tremaine Ore 


Gr’nwich Vill. Inn 
Albert Pryme 
Elena McCoy 

Pat Clayton 
Lillian Cairnes 
Antony Tosca Ore 


Gypsy Tavern 
Bert Linden 
Aida Luciano 
Bukku 
Chubby Ross 
Jules Keaton Oro 


Jim Healey’s 
Jack White 
Kay Hamilton 
Vincent Padula Ore 


Anna Held’s 


Anna Held Jr 
Hilda Elfonte 
Irene Burke 
Ruth Templeton 
Lindy Lou 
‘Toots’ 
Sunny Lambert 
Paul Bass Ore 
Hickory House 
Kirby Walker 
Marjorie Naylor 
Francetta Malloy 
Ted Lane 
Arthur Gansfried E 
Wingy Manone Bd 
H’lyw’d Restaurant 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Benny Fields 
Jack Waldron 
Billie Burns 
Denny White 
Charlot Lamberton 
Mitzi Haynes 
Marion Martin 
Rose Blane 
Cass Dailey 
E Jelesnick Oro 
Hotel Ambassador 
Clara Belle Walsh 
Maria & Floria 
Fred Lowery 
Maxine Tappen 
Vincent Bragale 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Astor 
Jack Berger Ore 
Hotel Barbizon-P’za 
Ivor Peterson 
Hotel Biltmore 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Linda Lee 
Goft & Kerr 
Nadine & Giraldo 
Hotel Buckingham 
Bob Fram 
Patricia Leeds 


Hotel Commodore 


John Johnson Ore 
tuth & BK Ambrose 
Terry Green 


Claire Vermonte 


Hotel Edison 
Sammy Wilson Ore 
Mac Coogan 
Frank Cornwell 8 
Hotel Essex Uouse 
Musical Rogues 

Hotel Fifth Ave 


P Handelman Ore 
Music Masters 


Hotel Gotham 
Raoul Lipoff Ore 
Hotel Gov Clinten 
Eddie Lane Ore 
Hotel Gr’t North’rn 
A Ferdinando Orc 

Hotel Lexington 


Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
Eugene Jelesnick Or 
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Hotel Lincoln 
Loretta Lee 
Barker 3 
Isham Jones Ore 

Hotel Lombardy 
Teri Josefovits 

Hotel Madison 
Val Olman Orc 

Hotel Meurice 
Mimi Muriel 
Sylvia Light 

Hotel McAlpin 
Enoch Light Orc 
Mary Danis 

Hotel Montclair 
Don Richards Ore 
Coral Islanders 
Lillian Kenny 
Jaysnof Sis 
Hotel New 
Bob Crosby 
Vera Van 
Frank Tennill 
Ray Baduc 
Leons 
Scrippy & Pals 

Hotel Paramount 
Phil Traversi Ore 
Hotel Park Lane 
Max tergere Orc 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Hal Kemp Ore 
Knott & Towne 
Yost’s Calif Co 

Hotel Pierre 
Pancho Ore 
Gregori Franzell Or 

Hotel Plaza 
Eve Symington 
Lydia & Joresca 
Henry King Orc 
George Sterney Ore 


Hotel Ritz-Carlton 


Yorker 
Ore 


Arman Vecsey Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Esther Velas Ens 


Guy Lombardo Ore 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Dwight Fiske 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Habaneras Orc 
Hotel Shelton 
Bert King Orc 


Hotel Sherry- 
Netherland 


‘Russian Eagle’ 
Alex Buncheuchou 
Gypsy Choir 

lidia Sadovskaia 
Jemme Hurok 
Raphael 


Hotel St. Morits 
Nikita Balieff 
‘Chauve Souris Rev’ 
Dorothy Foa 
Ron Perry Ore 
Sunny Rice 
Irene Antarova 
Andrea Salama 
Leo Resnick 
Leon Navara Ore 


Hotel St. Regis 
Kay Thompson 
Hartmanns 
Jules Lande Ore 
Emil Coleman Ore 


Hotel Taft 


Geo Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 


Hotel Vanderbilt 


Murray Dancers 
Bernie Dolen Ore 
Motel Waldorf- 
Astoria 


Corinna Mura 
Enrico & Novello 
Dr. Ross 

Charles Magnanti 
Orville Knapp Ore 
Michael Zarin Bd 


Hotel Warwick 
Arthur Skrilow Orc 


Hotel Weylin 


Charlie Wright 
Bobby Brooks Ore 


House of Morgan 


Lillian Roth 
Clifford Newdahl 
Cari Randall 
Phyliss Cameron 
Don Alberto Ore 
Lou Bring Orc 
Howard’s Showboat 
Joe Howard 
Joe Ricardel 
Walter Lopez Ens 
Jimmy Kelly's 
John Rockwood 
Evelyn Wilson 
Mary Lane 
Janice Andre 
Warren & Bodie 
Carter & Schaub 
Midgie Parks 
Joan Miller 
Billy Mack 
Mary Bartun 
3 Raymonds 
Danny Higgins 
Dorothy Dorr 
Kitty Mulligan 
Gene Walter 
Joe Ricardel Ore 
Joe Capella Ore 
Kit Kat 
Alfredo Allman 
Toots & Al 
Aida Ward 
Donna Clara 
Jackie Maviley 
Bob Hargrave Orc 


La Rue 
Costain & Crane 
Marie Almonte 
Nick Vouzen Ba 
Eddie Davis Ore 

Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Nan Blackstone 
Billy Reed 
Kirk, Mills, H’ ward 
Wilson B & M 
Mimi Rollins 
Princess Ahi 
Wm Farmer Oro 
Madeleine's 

Jack and Jill 
Lucille Jarrett 
Damar Ore 
Joe Gray 3 
Man-About-Town 
Al Manuti Ore 
Maisonette Russe 
Codolban Ore 
George Orda 
Jasha Nazarenko 
3oris Belostozsky 
Nadia Kortez 


Mon Paris 


Jimmy Rogers 
Versatile & 


No. 1 fifth Ave 
Michael Tegnor 
Vivian Howard 
Joe Lilley 
Harold Woodail 
Hazel Websier 


New Montmartre 


Misa Maxwell 
Jacques Fray’s Ore 


Normandie 
Hal Hope Orc 
Old Koumanian 


Thais 
Sadie Banks 
Jack Hirsch 
Russian Gypsy 8 
Mickey Mallory 
Sol Schneider 
Roumania Gypsies 
Onyx Club 
Stuff Smith Bd 


Paradise 
Eddie Garr 
Georgie Tapps 
Tic Toc Girls 
Mickey Alpert 
Sam Ted & Ray 
Vera Niva 
Kathryn Rand 
Nancy Lee 
Betty Kean 
Robbins Fam 
C Dornberger Ore 

Place Elegante 
Tommy Millis 
Steve Lenti 
Eddie Blanchard 
Bill Farrell 
Benn Kaufft 
Irve Harris 
Leo Lazaro Ore 

Rainbow Grill 
Hollyn & C Kehr 
Jaime tousseaux 
Nancy Noland 
Ruby Newman Ore 

Rainbow Room 
Glen Gray 
Casa Loma Org- 
Sheila Barrett 
Jack Holland 
June Hart 
Pee Wee Hunt 
Kenny Sargent 
Nancy Noland 
Nano Rodrigo Bd 
Russian Kretchman 
Gypsy Markoff 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Nicholas Vosiliefft 
Mura Toumanova 
Dario Birse 
Orlik & Lolik 


Mischa 
Nicholas Matthey 
Gleb Yellin Ore 


Russian Troyka 
Amstel’s Bd 
San Souci 
Jerry Blaine Ore 


Bismarck Hotel 
Dorothy Miller 
Phil LeVant Ore 

Blackhawk 
Will Osborne Ore 
Dick & Dot Rogers 

Chez Paree 
Sylvia Froos 
Jack Gilford 
The Theodores 
The Biltmorettes 
Johnny Wells 
Milton Berle 
Henry Busse Ore 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
DeMarcos 
Anna Fulton 
Kavelin Orc 


Continental Room 
(Stevens Hotel) 

Larry Blake 

Sonya & Romero 

2 BEileens 

Harry Sosnik Oro 


College inn 


Mary Ann Hewes 
Evelyn Chandier 
George Olsen 
Ethel Shutta 


Colony Club 
Lili Bernard 
Flo Henry 
Babs Wisner 
Edna Rush 
Rhythmeers Oro 


Colosimo’s 
Wally Vernon 
Maggie McGuire 
Don Donna & Don 
Don Enrico 
Countess Alebassi 
Faith Bacon 
Bob Tinsleys Ore 


Congress Hotel 

(Urban Room) 
Benny Goodman 
Helen Ward 
Gene Kruppa 
Leon & Mace 
Art Barnett 

Club Alabam 
Elliott Sis 
Anthony Marks 
LeMarge Sis 
Effie Burton 
Ginger Woods 
Art Williams 

Club Minuet 
Danny Beck 
Flo Ash 
Virginia James 
Shirley Handler 
Adelinna Dossena 
Lew Sales Orc 

8 Deuces Cafe 
Art Tatum 
Zutty 

Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 


——=== 

Barry Winton Ore Ship's Grill 
Monte Rosa Pd Evans 

Herrera Ore walke ef N, x. 


Roscoe Ails 
Mammy Jinny 
Helen Stone 
Clark & Verdi 
Anthony Trini Ore 
Betty Lewis 


Small’s Paradise 
Charlie Johnson Ore 
Patmire & Valez 
Chunk Robinson 
Ollie Potters 
Arnette 
3 Blink Boys 
Amos Bonds 
Marion Heirston 


Stork Club 
Teddy Lynch 
Gus Martel Ore 
N Brandwynne Ore 
Tony’s 
Beatrice Kay 
Town Bar 
Gypsy Erma 
Brook 2 
Ann Kennedy 
Barbara LaVorte 
Gordon Davis 
Chubby Smith 
Thomashetsky’s 
Harry Littman Ore 
Ches Doherty Rev 
Ubangi 
Gladys Bentley Rev 
Pearl Baines 
Ray White 
3 Melody Maids 
Avon Long 
Hot Foot Watson 
Lucky Sis 
3 Lang Sis 
Edna Mae Holly 


Ken & Ben 
Willie Bryant Ore 
Versailles 

Nerma ‘Terris 

Roc KY 

Helen Gray 

Brito’'s Rumba Bd 

Jos Smith Orc 
Village Barna 

Roy Cropper 

Kirk & Lawrence 


Mildred Bragdon 
Collette & Barry 

Milton Mann Oro 
Village Nut Club 
Riviera 
Lou 
Iris 


Boys 
Raymond 
Ray 

Dickie Wells 

Kenny Watts 

Shim Sham 


Wivel 


Marianne 

Ernie Maran 
Boring & Lazar 
Betty Bear 
Baron Gyldenkorn 
Naina Kinova 
Frank LaSalle Ore 
Bob Lee 

Wynne Rolph 


Rev 





CHICAGO 


Pat O'Malley 

Magda Neeld 

Peggy Dell 

Alec Templeton 

Effie Atherton 

Clive Erard 

Merry Macs 

Freddy Schweitzer 

Georgie Lyons 

Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 

Bernie Cummins OF 

Dorothy Crane 

Bliss Lewis & Ash 

Johnny Rexola Co 

Harriett Smith Gis 
Hi-Hat 

Freddy Bernard 

McNally Sis 

Nancy Kelly 

Cliff Winehill 

Syd Lang Orc 

Paddock Club 

Mary Stone 

Andy Rice 

Claire Powell 

Ann Rush 

Jean Kirk 

Jess Johnson Ore 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Bob Hall 
Manya & Drigo 
Giovanni 
Freddy Dosh 
Manhattan 4 
Abbott Dancers 
Ted Weems Ore 
Rainbo-Casino 
Alta Warshawski 
Sanne & Loomis 
Richard Ware 
Woods & Bray 
Cariton Kelsey Ore 
Royale Frolics 
Dolly Kay 
Henri Lishon 
Nell Kelly 
Una Cooper 
Rarbara McDonald 
Sid Tomack 


Terrace Gardens 
(Hotel Morrison) 
Ted Lewis Co 

3 Byrons 

Rex Weber 

Art Jarrett 
Rosalean & Seville 
Kings Jesters 
Rudy Bale 

885 Club 
Carroll & Gorman 
Trudy Davidson 
Eddie South 
Via Lago 

“Pep’ Smith 
Aimes & Vivienne 
Ruth Ennis 

Dolly Doline 
Farrell Sis 
Flo Ray 
Ed Kraus Ore 





Jack Hylton 


‘Smart Set'—Gayety, 


City, N. J 


‘High 


Mon. and Tues.: 
City, Pa., Wed.: 





and Sat, 


‘Ginger Snaps’—Troc, 


Sol Wagner Ore 


Independent Burlesque 


Week of March 15 


Baltimore. 
Philadelphia. 


‘Vanity Fair’—Republic, N. Y. C. 

‘Ann Corio and Her Girls in Blue’— 
Werba's, Brooktyn. 

‘Novelties of 1936'—Hudson, Union 


‘Flying High’—Variety, Pittsburgh. 
Jinks’—Howard, Boston. 
‘Jolly Girls’—Empire, 
‘They're Off'—Gayety, Washington. 
‘Night Birds’—Lyric, 
New 
Majestic, 
Pa., Thurs.; Orpheum, Reading, Pa., F: 


Newark. 


Allentown, Fa., 
Fam, Mahanoy 
Williamsport 
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OPPOSE H'WOOD HIJACKING 





White Horse Inn Into Center, N. Y., 
Reverting House Again to Legit 


London, March 10. 
Professor Stern sails for New 
York June 15 to do the decor of 
‘White Horse Inn’ at the Center 
theatre in Rockefeller Center. 
is understood here to be definitely 
get for opening on Labor Day. It 


Show 


was produced here five years ago at 
the Coliseum by Sir Oswald Stoll. 


‘Horse’ in New York will be pro- 
duced by Rowland Stebbins. Simi- 
lar production to the London re- 
vival will be used here. Erik Char- 
rell, who staged it both in London 
and Berlin, will do the same in 
America. 

Warner Bros. is said to be bank- 
rolling. 

The Center theatre reverts again 
to legit with ‘White Horse Inn’ after 
trying it for a season as a straight 
picture house. Originally the Radio 
City Roxy theatre, it was re- 
christened the Center with films and 
presentations, then went into legit 
for ‘The Great Waltz,’ which lasted 
into a second season. When ‘Waltz’ 
departed last fall the Center tried 
band presentations with films, but 
these were abandoned in favor of 
straight pix. 


Grossmith Gets 


Permit to Stay 
Thru ‘Day Run 


Although he had been notified 
that his application for an extension 
was denied, Lawrence Grossmith 
will not be required to leave Amer- 
ica until after the run of ‘Call It a 
Day,’ Morosco, N. Y. That virtually 
means that the British actor may 
remain over here indefinitely, since 
the play is a hit and is slated to 
run through next summer, 

Congressman Emanuel Celler and 
Sol Bloom interceded on Grossmith’s 
behalf, it is understood, after the 
Theatre Guild requested that an ex- 
ception to the alien rule be made 
eo that the cast of ‘Day’ remain in- 
tact. Fact that the Englishman 
could have qualified for resident 
alien classification was a point in 
his favor. Grossmith, who is one of 
the oldest and most familiar British 
actors on Broadway, was abroad 
when the alien laws were revised 
and was automatically barred from 
such rating. 

He treated the matter lightly and 
opined that he probably wouldn't 
have been permitted to sail Sat- 
urday (7) as first ordered because 
he hadn’t paid his income tax vet. 








NOMINATING GROUP TO | 
BE NAMED BY EQUITY 


| 


| ment, 
Equity'’s quarterly meeting will be | 


} 
make | 
Ten | 


held next Monday 
hotel, N. Y. It will be a two-way 
session, first order of business be- 
ing the selection of a nominating | 
committee which will later 
selections for the council. 
members of that pody go in and a 
similar number retire annually if 
not re-elected. Meeting will also 
take up other matters and, if there 


(16) at the Astor 


is time, ‘informal discussions’ will 
be in order. 

Suggestions made at one of the 
informal affairs recently relative to 
changes in the makeup of the nom- 


inating committee and naming of 
councillors were tabled by the coun- 
cil and there will be no change from 


the usual precedure 


Officers are not up for balloting. 
present incumbents having been 
elected for a three-year term which 


cxpires next year. 





+ 








Explanation 


Sidney Howard, 
Dramatists Guild, 
York’s drama critics to 
luncheon at the Algonquin 
Monday (9) and explained the 


prez of the 
invited New 


playwrights’ position in play 
production and on the new 
contract. 

Present with Howard was 


Morris L. Ernst, attorney. 














JONES IN PIX, 
DROPS C. C. 
FEST 


Denver, Mar. 10. 

Robert Edmond Jones, who has 
directed the Central City Play Fes- 
tival since its inception in 1932, will 
be unable to return and supervise 
it this year. Jones is in Hollywood 
producing pictures for Pioneer, and 
delays have necessitated him ex- 
tending his contract there. 

Jones has had full charge of the 
Central City production every year, 
four having been presented in the 
58-year-old theatre. Members of 
the Central City Opera House As- 
sociation are looking for a stellar 
director to stage this year’s play. 





Annual festivals were begun in 
1932 with Lillian Gish in ‘Camille.’ 
Next year Gladys Swarthout and 
Richard Bonelli were featured in 
‘The Merry Widow.’ In 1933 Walter 
Huston, Kenneth MacKenna, and 
Nan Sutherland played ‘Othello,’ 
and last year Jones produced ‘Cen- 
tral City Nights.’ a revue based on 
productions in the theatre years 
ago. 


HUSTON IN ‘OTHELLO’ 





AS BROADWAY ENCORE 


Hollywood, March 10. 
With Walter Huston in the title 
role, Robert Edmond Jones will pro- 


duce ‘Othello’ in New York next 
fall, under the management of Max 


withdrew, 


irestraining picture companies from 


'season and it may be off entirely. 


——___— 
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| Want Pact with Coast on| 


Actors—‘Jubilee’s’ Forced 
Fold and $70,000 Loss on 
Mary Boland Departure) 





‘MY FLOWER GARDEN’ | 





Abrupt closing of ‘Jubilee’ 
Saturday (7) at the Imperial, 
after its star player, 


last 
N. Y., | 
Mary Boland, | 


has set Broadway show- 


;}men speculating on regulations to | 
| protect the stage from the Holly- | 
| 
| 


wood talent maw. Operetta was'| 
rated a cinch through the season 
but how much of that was depend- 
ent on the cast remaining intact 
was not realized until the gross | 
nosed-dived brutally. 

Equity was approached with the 
suggestion that it might consider the 
situation on the grounds that 200 
persons were forced out of engage- 
ments, probably until next season, 
through one actress leaving the 
show. Officials of the actors’ asso- 
ciation opined that, although it 
might eventually solve the problem 
with the aid of the Screen Actors 
Cuild, the latter may not be strong 
enough at this time to do anything. 
A gentlemen’s agreement, with the 
Hays office figuring, might be 
worked out, it is felt. Equity people 
point out that through their insist- 


ence the legit code more or less pro- 
tected stage casts, with provisions 


engaging members of legit show 
casts during the run of the play. 
With the NRA out, no attempt to 
continue that restriction has been 
made, although Equity adopted some 
of the code rules, such as salary 
minimums, 
Revue Off 

Some showmen have declared 
themselves against engaging Holly- 
| wood actors, formerly of Broadway 
or otherwise, unless the _ talent 
agrees to remain during the New 
York and possible road runs. One 
manager who planned a revue this 
| spring set the show back until next 


Case of Miss Boland is not charge- 





Gordon. Shakespearean play was 
directed and produced by Jones in 


Central City, Col., in 1934, with | 
Huston in the same role. 
Nan Sunderland (Mrs. Huston) |! 

| 


will portray Desdemona in the Jones 
production, 





‘G. V. Follies’ Again 


Al Jones will leave for Hollywood | 
this week on a talent hunt, with the 
idea of resuming the ‘Greenwich 
Village Follies’ next season. 

Title was used by the Shuberts 
for a time under a royalty arrange- 


Jones and Morris 
also be inter- 


controlled by 
Latter will 
in the new revue edition, 


Inc., 
Green. 
ested 


Fields’ Layoff Idea 


‘The Fields Beyond,’ which opened 


at the Mansfield, N. Y., Friday (6) 
announced a third matinee this week 
instead of Monday night, then the 
management stated there would be 
no performances this we ek at 
but resumption next week after 

ript changes 

At Equit was said tha j 
nly four ] mances were piayed 
(includir paid prev V) 
piica } concess oul 
likel ne I granted R mor 
Hewitt, 1} te was not 
by Eq I ss f ‘ 
being ¢ f he by Francis PF 

t i he Sho 

pah ha ra i doubtful 


| she would continue beyond that date | 


|mitments but felt the urge to 
turn to the Coast and ‘see my flower 


but belongs to the Bohemians, | 


able entirely to her. ‘Jubilee’ was 
presented by Sam H. Harris and 
Max Gordon, with Metro financing. 
Managers agreed to the actress’ 











‘Withdrawal of Picture Backing 
Mentioned as Possible, but Mors. 


Reaction on 


3 Sign Up 





Thus far three _ producing 
firms have signed the new 
Dramatists’ Guild contract. 
First to sign up was the The- 
atre Union, 14th St. (N. Y.) 
group. 

Dramatists’ Guild doesn't 
feel that it ™ significant that 
only the irio of signatures 
have come threngh thus far. 
They feel that the managers 


wiil naturally squawk and fight 
for a while but will eventually 
line up. Also point out that 
this is the time of year when 
new plays are very seldom 
bought, anyway, so producers 
are holding out, they feel, fos 
a possible change of front. 











stipulation that her contract expire | 
on Feb. 15 with the expectation that 
if the show was successful. Claimed | 
Miss Boland had no picture com- | 
re- 


garden.’ 
Harris had a similar experience 
with the same actress. After she 
withdrew from ‘Face the Music,’ in 
}/1932 that show stopped within two 
| weeks. 
‘Jubilee’ 





wound up about $70,000 | 
in the red. Final week’s added ex- 
pense included remainder of a four 
week salary guarantee for Laura 
Hope Crews, who replaced Miss Bo- | 


land, plus her return fare to the 
Coast. Also the return fare to Hol- 
‘lywood for June Knight and the re- 
turn transportation to England of 
Derek Williams. 

Reported that the Shuberts are 
considering ‘Jubilee’ for the road 
next season. 

Salvatori on Own 
Chicago, March 19. 

] Salvatori is planning to o1 
ganize his own production of ‘From 
Out of the Darkne 4 "\ itt n by 

Ilas set a tentative open- 
ing date for April 12 at the Stude- 
baker theatre. This would be the 

rst premiere Chicago has d 

\ ] j 
& if s h ke S 





EQUITY’S NEW 
RULES FOR 
ARTIES 


concerning 
little 
solidified by 


New 


sionals 


rules profes- 


appearing in theatre 
companies were 
this week. tegu- 
lations apply the 


the Los Angeles district in particu- 


Equity’s council 


mostly to coast, 


lar, where actors are known to have 
appeared sans salary for the pur- 
pose of catching the e,e of picture 
casters. Half a dozen so-called lit- 
tle theatres have been taking ad- 
vantage of players’ willingness to 
go on without renumeration but it 
is claimed that only two such ven- 
tures are bona-fide. 

Hereafter little theatres must 
qualify with Equity, proving that 
they are what they claim to be. One 
proof is that tickets of admission 
must be tax-exempt, since the gov- 
ernment rates little theatres as edu- 
cational. Shows so qualified may 
engage one or more Equity players 
providing the minimum salary of 
$40 weekly is paid. 

All other ventures claiming to be 


little theatres must have entire 
100% Equity casts or no Equity | 
members at all. That would take | 


in amateur groups operating for the 
purpose of profit. Minimum salaries 
are also required. 


‘Jumbo’ to Stay in N. Y. 


Till May; A. C. Deal Off. 


Atlantic City’s Civic 
has been angling for ‘Jumbo’ 
all-summer attraction, but the plan 
was stalled when Billy Rose sought 
a guarantee, 


Circus musical is planned for con- | 


|tinuance at the Hippodrome, N. Y., 
until mid-May. Incomplete plans 
eall for it touring under canvas 


thereafter 


New ‘Sailor’ Start 


‘Sailor Beware,’ with Audre\ 
Christie and Bruce McFarlane, ori 
inal leads, and others of that cast 
present, is due to open in Philadel- 

lia nex week Jules Leventhal 

rmer Jersey stock manager and 
partner of O. I Wee, has the ven- 
ture Pla was out before but 
dodzed Philly and Boston because of 
possibic el trouble. 

3 ind yp at Pittsburgh 

) ] eason, costumes and 
heir left there but retrieved 
veek up the payment of ‘ne 
= dt ] D ] | ‘ 
s d ead s ted in 
ist be 
ed he Phi shioy £g 


Auditorium | 
as an 


New Contract Mild 


Possibility of 
withdrawing financing of 
Broadway productions is one 
,aftermath of the newly promulgated 


picture money 
from 


stage 


playwright’s contract, as drawn up 
by the Dramatists’ Guild without 
managerial participation. Picture 


Guild’s idea of 
as objectionable, 


channels report the 
equalizing royalties 


| Film people say it is okay for 
name authors to get top coin, but 
| they cannot figure newcomers in 
| the writing field getting equal com- 
| pensation. Publicity was given the 
opinion of one picture producer, 
Sam Goldwyn, who _ stated he 
favored the new contract and its 


straight royalties, both for stage and 
screen. Pointed out, however, that 
Goldwyn does not participate in 
Broadway production. Goldwyn 
said he thought the chances for bet- 
ter financial returns to authors 
should result in freshened interest 
on the part of writers and indicated 
he might enter the Broadway field 
next season. 

Otherwise the reaction in mana- 
gerial circles is comparatively mild. 
This is as expected, because new 
production has slowed down to a 
walk. However, a determined un- 
dercurrent opposing the Guild's 
dictums is developing, mostly among 
;younger producers. Group of the 
latter conferred last week and de- 
}clared they could not operate along 
| the lines laid down by the contract. 
| They figure that it is hard enough 
to raise capital to produce plays and 
| that the new restrictions will make 
}it virtually impossible. 





New Committee 
Theatre League’s board 
gether and widened its committee 
assigned to consider the contract, 
adding some of the younger man- 
agers. There will be meetings to- 
day and Thursday (12) and after 
the latter session it is expected the 
showmen will come forward with an 
| amended form of Guild contract. 

Some showmen insist they will 
not produce plays by Guild writers 
and they will ‘not even read the 
scripts.’ Despite the claim that out- 
side backing will not be obtainable 
for plays by newcomers, it is from 
that source that other managers 
figure they may beat the contract 
restrictions. If they do secure piays 
from outside sources, of course, 
managers will go on the Guild’s ‘bad 
standing list.’ 


PROTEST CIVIC AUD 
COMPETISH IN ST. L. 


got to- 








St. Louis, March 10. 


Municipal Auditorium Commis- 


sion has an appeal from the pri- 


vately-owned Arena to remove the 
$5,000,000 


| from 


auditorium 
the 
tax-paying houses. 


municipal 


competition with Arena 


|and other 

Protest of the Reorganization In- 
vestment Co., operator of the Arena, 
has been sent to city officials. 
Letter of protest claims the Arena 


cannot be operated profitably in 
competition with the auditorium on 
local shows, bike races, horse shows, 
rodeos, circuses, et as the city 
rental fees are lower because of no 
laxe to pay. 
Philadelphia, Mare} 
Né rle in ball ol t 
sno heir ed m it- 
m, advar ! for At Hlome 
Ab 1d = ert mu i I 
re 4 r fortnigl i 
Iles il transcriptions of songs 
ind from show were passed 
to lo I s ition for airinn lis 
i ¢ is p position all around. 
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Biz in Pittsburgh, Washington 
Very Good; Both 2 Week Stands? 


+ 
Bs 








plot revolving around the _ school 
teachers and their charges. There's 
a mild love story sprinkled through 
it and there’s just enough ‘social 
import’ to interest the would-be in- 
tellectuals, a combination which, 
commercially, is tough to beat. It’s 
the same kind of sugar-coated ‘so- 
cial consciousness’ which put ‘Dead 


Washington and Pittsburgh will 
be established as two week stands 
next season. Several hits current 
on Broadway are to double the 
usual week booking for the 
capital and smoky city, which are 


one 


regarded by showmen this season dD . ys 
te d a cross between “Topaze’ and ‘Grand 


as the strongest legit towns out-/ pote.’ 
side of New York. Not only have 


dled simply sans revolving stage or 
platforms. This is done through the 
use of a large blackboard back- 
ground in eight slices, which is 
leasily manipulated to give various 
| separate short scenes in various di- 
mensions. 

As produced at 
|Light and Virgil Geddes hetween 
When word was received from)them managed to imbue the pro- 
Washington Saturday (7) that/qduction with a lot of life and ac- 
‘Idiot's Delight’ was sold out in ad-/tion. The play went over, on open- 
‘ance for the current week’s en-|ing night, despite a lot of physical 
gagement, it occasioned no special |handicaps which are awfully vert 
surprise to those in the know mena oA stg Rg Being on heen oe 
reference was made to the erearred The actors have to be chosen as 
drawn in both stands earlier in the/ayajlable from the unemployed 
season by ‘Victoria Regina’ (Helen}ranks, meaning, mostly, incom- | 
Hayes) and ‘Juliet’ (Katharine Cor- |petents. There are half a dozen here 

nell). ‘Delight’ (Alfred Lunt and|Who are really fine and who 
, y > to were > ‘ 975 
Lyne Fontauhe) is scaled Ot 98.18 land roles are handled by people 
top, as were most of the shows pre- | who couldn’t pass average thespic 
viously. It will approximate $20,- | tests. 
000. That is partly credited to The-| Ait five o'clock on the day the 
atre Guild subscriptions, which will|show opened the stagehands’ union 
use up about one-third of the ca-;sent a completely new crew down, 
pacity. because stage hands can’t afford to 
Not generally known that one un- work at the lowly top rate the gov- 
. A 7 P ernment is paying the actors (wha 
tried play got $15,000 on its week in|). grateful for it), so the union 
Washington last fall. Play WasS|jets the men work only a few hours 
‘Room Service’ (also known as ‘Sing'a week. This means several crews 
Before Breakfast’). Play was not 


for each show and, in this instance, 
regarded in shape for Broadway and 


a green bunch just a couple hours 
withdrawn after the try-out dates. 


before opening. So some of the 
Only recently ‘Sweet Aloes’ man- scenery didn’t go where it should, 
aged around $9,000 for its Wash- 


grosses in both spots been consist- 





ently comparable with Broadway 


for name attractions but some of 


the new shows, sans big town suc- 
cess rating, have garnered unusual | 


Daly’s, 
takings there. 





End’ over. As a play, actually, it is | i 
|want nothing éxcept free space. 


or how it should, and some of it 
began shifting in the middle of 
scenes, 

The Project has no budget for 
advertising, so can’t let anyone know 
about its plays when it wants to, ex- 
cept directly. Most of the news- 
papers don’t review the plays. Audi- 
ence, between the acts, was told to 
please write letters asking the pa- 
pers to be kinder in alloting the 
project shows space, Maybe the au- 
dience will and maybe the news- 
papers will], but the latter are bound 
to feel that they are being paid for 
advertising commercial shows and. 
the same commercial shows are con- 
stantly squawking about not get- 
ting sufficient free space. Yet the 





project plays are competition, but 


The project bosses have banned 


It is multi-scened, although han- lat least three plays in production 


; and now have a program note read- 


| ing: 


| 


James | production, 





‘The viewpoint expressed in 
this play is not necessarily that of 
the W. P. A. or any other agency 
of the government.’ Which means 
that the boys just don’t dare to let 
go with any opinionated or gutsy 
when and if they 
want to. 

The tickets were printed wrong, 
to read ‘63d street, west of Broad- 
way,’ although they should have 
read, ‘east of Broadway.’ But they 
have to stay that way because it 
would take too many authorization 
slips, signed and countersigned, and 


| triplicated and signed again, to get 


any changes made. 
There are probably 20 more points | 


de. | like that to be made, but these tell | 
lserve a much better fate. But both | the story. 


Re ‘Chalk Dust,’ there is to be 
added that James Bay’s settings are 
exceptional; James Light's direction 
is in the tradition of his best work 
at the old Provincetown Playhouse; 
Shimen Ruskin, a fugitive from the 


Royal Cafe on Second avenue, in 
his first English speaking role, 
makes a distinctly strong impres- 


sion as a student; very interesting 
character portrayals are turned in 
by Faith Avery, Georgiana Brand, 
Eugenia Woods, Bertha Willsea, 
Violet McKinley, Lisa Rembova, Je- 
rome Sheldon, George Yesner, Dor- 
othy Readick. Kauf. 





ington week. It opened on Broad- 
way last Wednesday (4) at the 
Booth, 

Both cities have only one legit 
theatre each, which doubtless fig- 


Plays on Broadway 





ures in the prosperous business. 
Formerly both towns’ supported 
three legiters. Drop in the number 
of road shows during the depresh 
caused the United Booking Office to 


SAINT JOAN 


Katharine Cornell presents revival of 
Bernard Shaw’s drama; at Martin Beck, 
N. Y¥., March 9, 36, features Arthur Byron, 


concentrate on the National, Wash-j| Brian Aherne, Maurice Evans, Charles 

¢ Waldron, Eduardo Ciannelli, George 

ington, and Nixon, Pittsburgh. Coulouris and Miss Cornell; staged by 
Whether another theatre in both Guthrie McClintic; $3.30 top. 

ve : _| Captain Baudricourt.........< Joseph Holland 

stands will be used next season has| His Steward.............: Arthur Chatterton 

not been reported thus far. BOON ose sbsgersbedcecies Katharine Cornell 


Bertrand de Poulengey...Tyrone Power, Jr. 
Monseigneur de la Tremouille.Chas.. Dalton 
The Archbishop of Rheims..Chas. Waldron 
i 


Guiid offices in New York state 
it is the first time advance capacity 


sale has been attained by it since | Gifics ae OS pserppipaperrs: 2 yg cones 
‘Strange Interlude.’ Likely an extra | Captain la Hire... .....eeeeesss Barry Kelly 
matinee of ‘Delight’ will be played | Hucness de la remouilis MTT? Bvans 
Friday (13). Ruth March or Lois Jameson 
Understood that both the Na- | pumolesr-srrssereeeseees iiverd Brae oe 
tional, operated by Steven Cochran, | Richard de Beauchamp........ Brian Aherne 
and the Nixon, managed by Harry | fom" 4 Storumber..-°-Gtoree Comlouris 
Brown, are under lease to Marcus Peter Cauchon...........Eduardo Ciannelli 
Heiman and Leonard E. Bergman. | oiton John D’Estivet...... Joseph Halland 
Both were formerly in the Erlanger | Canon de Courcelles........ ..Irving Morrow 
string. The U.B.O. is in on the | Brother Martin Ladvenu....John Cromwell | 
profits of both, however. English Soldier......... bgp Sateen 
3entleman of 1920......./ Arthur Chatterton 





Court Ladies..Hilde Albers, Anne Froelick 
Courties and Soldiers 
Richard Graham, David Orrick, William 
Roehrick, Hudson Shotwell, Kurt Stain- 
hard, Fred Thompson. 


WPA REVIEW 
CHALK DUST 





Katharine Cornell modestly pre- 


Experimental Theatre (Federal Theatre, ©"tS herself in reviving Shaw's play 
Project) drama in three acts (14 scenes), | glorifying France’s revered Maid of 


by Harold A. Clarke and Maxwell Nurn- 


berg; at Experimental (Daly's 63d St.) the-|Orleans, by featuring six other 


atre, N. Y., March 4, ’36; staged by James iain 
Light; sets, Howard Bay; managing = players and naming herself last. But 
ducer, Virgil Geddes; 55c top. 


there is plenty of the colorful star 











‘Joan’ was originally presented 
here by the Theatre Guiid at the 
Garrick (razed) in 1924, and was 
moved to the Empire, with Winifred 
Lenihan in the name part. Latter 
Was a second choice. Miss Cornell 
was sought for the role but was un- 
available. It has doubtless been in 
her mind to enact Joan of Arc ever 
since. She has given it a superior 
presentation and a far stronger 
playing cast than the original. 

Highlight scenes are the end of 


act one, when the maid infuses the 
insipid Dolphin with her soldierly 
courage and religious zeal; the cleri- 
cal court scene in which she is ex- 
communicated as a heretic and 
burned at the stake by the English: 
the dream scene at the close when she 
returns, sheathed in silver armor, 
to hear herself cannonized as Saint 
Joan, four centuries after her death. 





The author is known for his habit 
,of making his characters garrulous, 
but the 
any point. 


| Arthur Byron, reclaimed from 
Hollywood, appears in the last act 
as the inquisitor for the church. His 
address to the ‘court’ is the longest 
in the play. Charles Waldron’s 
archbishop, Maurice Evans’ Dolphin 
and Brian Aherne’s Warwick are 
among the other standout per- 
formances, but over all shines Miss 
Cornell. Ibee. 











maid does not seem so at} 








Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Latest brush between the Boston Shubert office and local crix came 
recently when Elliot Norton of the Boston Post called for ducats to catch 
‘Cyrano,’ which he had missed because of a New York weekend show- 
catching trip. Norton was told that he could ‘come down and take a 
chance’ if he wanted to. 

Norton, who had planned to take his wife with him, could not envision 
himself cooling heels in the lobby while ducats were unearthed, When 
he asked about the next night, he got the same silent treatment. Plenty 
burned Norton penned A. G. Munro, Hub Shubert manager, a hot note 
calling attention to the unprecedented treatment of a local critic. He 
received no reply, written or oral. 

In Boston, Norton has declined to comment on the alleged friction in 
any way. He makes the second Boston critic in trouble with the Shu- 
berts, other being George Holland of the American, who has been banned 
from all Shubert shows for more than a year because he panned one of 
their shows. 








‘Danger—Men Working,’ closed after tryout by Raymond Moore, is 
touted as good for next season. Play was held back from Broadway for 
third act revision. It opened in Baltimore, then went to Philadelphia, 
There, after playing one week, it laid off while a new lead was inserted 
and the play was redirected. 

Reopening in Philly for a second time, play’s chances looked good, but 
further work on the script seemed advisable, 

Among those graduating this week from the American Academy of 
Dramatic Arts are Flavia Flavin, daughter of Martin Flavin, playwright, 
and Phyliss Langner, daughter of Lawrence Langner, of the Theatre 
Guild. Both plan to continue on the stage, 

Class this year numbers 56, one of the iargest on record. It’s the in- 
stitution’s 62d year. Training period covers a two-year stretch. 

The 48th Street theatre, N. Y., is back to the Leblang estate for oper- 
ation. House was secured on a rental basis when ‘A Slight Case of 
Murde’ opened there early in the season. Howard Lindsay and several 
others were concerned in handling the legiter, 

Lease had a cancellation clause and notice of discontinuance was dated 
last Saturday. 


Elliot Mason used a cane at the opening of ‘Sweet Aloes,’ Booth, N. Y, 
She has a small part, appearing in the first act only, yet a special slip 
was inserted in the programs stating that she suffered an accident dur- 
ing rehearsals. 

Note was inserted at the insistence of Lee Ephraim, who presents the 
English play. 





Advertising matter for both road companies of ‘Personal Appearance,’ 
now carries the title ‘Personal Appearance’ or ‘How Far Is the Barn?’. 

Explanation is that in several spots attraction played people started 
calling the showhouse asking which film stars were making personal 
appearanées at the theatre, 


Theatre Authority share of the recent Treasurers’ club (N, Y.) benefit 
performance amounted to $390, which the box office men paid. Club, 
however, made applicaion for a refund and, at last week’s TA meeting 
that request was granted and the money was returned, 

Proceeds are applied in total to the sick and burial fund of the club. 


George M. Cohan was ill when he opened his ‘Dear Old Darling’ at the 
Alvin, N. Y¥., last week. Early in the day he was caught by ptomaine 
poisoning and was distressed for days. 

Although the star made known his indisposition he refused to post- 
pone the premiere. 


Morris Gest is understood to be on his own now with ‘Lady Precious 
Stream,’ which moved from the Booth to the 49th Street, N. Y., last week. 
Lee Shubert was originally associated with Gest on the import, 

Play may stay another month and is then due to tour, 


the weather with neuritis since 
He will 


Billy Gaxton, who has been under 
‘Anything Goes’ closed in Detroit, sails for Mexico this week. 
be aboard one of Bob Hague’s tankers. 

Madeline Cameron, who is Mrs. Gaxton, will accompany him, 





woman, but has nothing to do with 
‘Bitter Sweet,’ operetta in which 
ivelyn Laye first appeared on this 
side. Its author, Joyce Carey, ap- 
pears in the cast under her real 
name, Her comedy is too light- 
weight. She could have injected 
more humor in the story but chose 
to stress the sentimental side. 


young scholar who comes to the 
stodgy small town to brighten 
things. He gets tangled up in the 
home of the college president, dom- 
inated by the Mrs. Prez. lt takes 
him three acts to blow, but he man- 
ages it on the final third act cur- 
tain. 

teed Brown, Jr., in the lead role 
as Philip is not especially suited| Belinda Warren is a_ cultured 
to the part, playing it with a suave} beauty and it is difficult to believe 
Jimmy Nalker mannerism, but/ she is to have a baby, whose father 
gives a good impression of himself|is wed to a barren woman. She 
nevertheless. Properly spotted he/agrees to relinquish the child so 
ough to go places. Rest of the cast) that the title may be carried on. 











Cast: Herschel Coopér, George Smithfield, is uneven, Merle Maddern is suf-| pw ear ‘ > , F 
William Hitch, Faith Avery, Georgiana |4uring. the long performance, start- THE FIELDS BEYOND | ficiently heinous as the mother-in- 4 ad tee elapee, with Linda in 
Brand, Lida McMillan, Katherine Standing, ing at 8 m. and tain dow Drama in tl ( penpage ‘La : New York and married to prosper- 
Shimen Ruskin, Frederic Giuliano, Mitchell g Pp. m. and curtain down at PP ver hy iree acts four scenes) pre-|law; Helen Claire is pretty, if not} ous, generous Jim Barker. He is 
Grayson, Eugenia Woods, John Adair, | 11.05, which impresses as a mem- |x. ¥ Mare rongg Hewitt at Mansfield. | convincing, as Vera, the girl; Jean| puzzled over her moods, realizing 

er sea, ole cKinley isa eta s * : “, a y Francis! Brig t 4 > ‘ ‘ ‘ iat down’ 
Rembova, Alan MacAteer, John’ Carr, orable evening in the theatre. “pte staged by Milton Smith; set, cag ge wells, mew 4 ab that she often ‘walks out on him,’ 
Jerome Sheldon, George Yesner, George There is only one other feminine ag A Armistead: $3.20 top. sree id sister; ichnarc vert oes brooding over her secret, which she 
Pembroke, Dorothy Readick, Amelia Ro- ua, obertson Reynolds, D.D.Herbert Duffy; well as the other boy; Clarence never discloses 
mapo, Beth Cantreau, Frances Victcry,|Part in the show, a bit, all the Maud Reynolds.........0+.. Merle Maddern| Chase is oke in a bit; rest of the i. 

H Li 
Trudy Goldrich, Louise Kirby, Eleanor |<. = ities C Vera Reynolds............ -...-Helen Claire} cast doesn’t really belon but ow Linda’s mind is placed at 
Scherr, Roslyn’ Gilbert, Maryn Myers, |WOmen save Miss Cornell being at- | Roberta Reynolds... 0.0... Jean Briggs! goesn't: much Foie acon ease is naively explained. Lord and 
Arthur Singer, Monty Ash, Richard Huett,'mosphere and appearing fleetingly. | Miss Imoeene Clark..... Seseee ce een Sap) oe eee Teeeer, Lady Farrington come as dinner 
vorothy Nolan, Ymske Tyssen, Minnie ,, ic ‘ re Philip Cameron....... ++-.-Reed Prown, Jr. Program carries a note quoting 4/ guests A iniature of the boy 
Lithgow, Phillip C. Jones, Gordon Fitts. ;|Enactment of ‘Saint Joan’ is both Kar! von Ornsdorf.......... tichard Abert| couple of lines of Whitman The acothen Lit ‘a _— “ wr ne ed 
eneasiemate an mae - ’r. Richard Sawyer.. Josey ned noe on tn | e ainda and dissipates her 
an accom ylis e m : , were rrrre, ’ wh Roeder ( 2c tic E oe s owe 

Now that the: Federal Theatre |, 2 nme ot SRS SER eee Lansing. D.1....... Clarence Chase wt ge Men Pg te 4 cp py ic phobia over the misstep. Thé two 
-roject has launched five new plays |“**!8nment. Easy to understand | Donald Cummings, Ph.D...Clayton Collyer aoe, yet oo acarnes Shy E the | women talk it over, the titled Eng- 
. a. tllen ummi 3 4 : : Jo oet Ss W1SdC * visi ° ° j , ‘ —— 
m Broadway, it becomes clear that | Why she postponed the premiere last Fmaline aes ey ag y 7 ie Ravine sia gaye Bee vba. “i _ lishwoman guessing that Linda was 
the organization is too hampered | week, when her throat was rasped | M®tvey Merkie............... Jack Gilchrist the boy's mother. 
by its own restrictions and govern- ; with laryngitis, ; ;. | Gertrude Merkle...... Gwendoline Williams SWEET ALOES Meeting had been contrived by 
mental red tape to ever really ac- Bernard Shaw is known to be | ’ Tubbs Barrow, a friendly fellow 
complish anything of import to the | tough to handle when suggestion is | There isn’t much play here for | Comedy in three acts presented at the | who was in on the secret. He had 

alk Dust’ is a good case in|written longer plays than ‘Joan,” | a, . ey . es tten by Jay Mallory; staged | e tax, although why an Eng- 
P vé an, |authors manag ject ¢ by Tyrone G , > y Laye featured; | lis ‘ tal 

point. It is the fifth play of the | still ate serSormmanes nestadie > ; hanage to inject a bit of 95.90 too. Guthrie; Evely Laye featured;| ]ishman on a visit here should con- 
Project and the first of the Experi- | would have been more effective had | U° 4%4 4¢tion, but too late. Chances} esther Warren................ Elliot Mason | SUIt an American is a bit of stage 
mental Theatre. It is the first of the |some deletions been effected. For | 2" ‘Fresh Fields’ will wither rap- | Roee-.-..-....-.-++..+....Marjorie Martyn license. There isn't much more to 
~g five plays that is any good. It really | instance, in the second act, the long | idly. oe Site Date sehenunseeadene Bath Vivian the Story, other than Linda's peev- 
has a lot of intrinsic merit; it is scene between Eduardo Ciannelli as It’s a story of life j omat cat Tubbs Barrow........... "Rex. Harrien, | Hness when Jim suggests that she 
well written, beautifully staged, in- ' Bishop Peter. and Brian Aherne as , ; ; : mn & small COl-! Lord Farrington.............. Nicholas Joy|#©COMpany him on a trip to Lon- 
terestingly handled scenically and ,the Earl of Warwick, is way over- eg? town, and all the stock Situ- | Clara. ........+. .....-Myra Hampton don. At the end she changes her 
has a half dozen good performances. !gabby. Yet at that point Ciannclli ations are brought in. tut that's | jim" a TErererer rT Ty Trt " --John Litel| mind, not only raring to go but 
: ; - ro SS SOVTTITTrTT otro fenry \ . . ising . uy sing’ . 
Produced commercially by a com-|in agreeing to burn the witch, has | only the background. The real story| Mlorence Cudahy............. Doris Dalton | Promising no more ‘walking,’ for 
mercial manager, it would probably |his best innings. ie of a demon mothar-in-law-—~< a| MONG. ...0crcesccsscccccees Elizabeth Chase | the couple were on the verge ot 

be a click. As is, it stumbles over The German star, Elisabeth Berg- al , F . copa i Aer de yg Ln ts ep r e608 S58 Toyce Carey | Separation, 
itself on a couple of important | ner, now in London, is scheduled to all the stock situations around that on, Robert Melford..........2 John Emery Rex Harrison as Tubbs and Doris 
counts and will probably be lost in, film ‘ ; y _.|one are brought in, . Betwee premmiges Jalton as a woman ostheopath, sec- 
as cnedt Pp y 1 - ‘Joan, but was taken ill re 5 too. Between! London goes for some plays in a! ondary character . ide he light 

. . — . the two the audience is never es-| big way and Broadway wonder "teal ae te on” ea, tee 
In ‘Chalk Dust’ the authors (un- So much of middle age Catholic- | pecialiy resentful or anno ed. It’s} Why when they ar tr athe’ (ie einen ne, lanes baskene 

derstood to be two young men onjism is dealt with in the play|. : = | here ‘Sweet Al ae ransplanted |is played by John Litel, who has 
their first play) take the school sys~ |that it is surmised the author has |2¥8t @ matter of being pretty much whe oes, popular over} had better assignments. 
there, is another such, disti “tly : 
“m for a ride. Play is spotted in|changed his mind about eliminating | bored. paddies io tee oe ; stinctly Miss Laye is lovely to look upon 
. » - . : ' - ‘ . and she is on sta > , at 
metropolitan high school, with the portions for a camera version. Philip Cameron is a brilliant Title’ suggests a _ bitter-sweet ae, 2S 
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Managers Hot and Cold on Bars 


In Theatres: Manufacturer's Idea? 


es ie 9S aaa + 


introduced at Albany 
by Assemblyman Robert 
Jr., whereby New York 
would have the privilege 
of selling liquor under special li- 
eense, had varied reactions on 
Broadway. Some showmen favor the 
idea, others being mildly interested 
or opposed to it. 

One report is that a manufacturer 
of bar fixtures is in back of the plan, 
indicated by that 


Measure 
last week, 
Brownell, 
theatres 


firm 
trade 
quarterly is 
Brownell 


further 
gaging a legit 


published 


en- 
press agent. A 
magazine 
known to be 
bill. 

Cost of 
time for dispersing liquors and in- 
definite number of legit 
theatre may be open during the sea- j 
son, are factors which the ! 
booze thing a doubtful avenue of 
revenue, so far as the average legit 
showman is concerned. Proposal 
ealls for a license fee of $1.000 an- 
nually or $750 for months. 
There was some interest by 


backing the 
installing bars, limited 


weeks any 





make 


nine 
man- 

the 
was 


agers 


Metropolitan 


about a vear ago when 
Opera House 
granted a license, but 


shown that the 


when it 
Met also installed a 
kitchen, as required by law, the 
showmen chilled on the idea, 

It theatres could get special li- 
censes exempting theatres from be- 
ing required to serve food or install | 
equipped bars, some managers would | 
entertain the plan, but hardly other- | 
wise. Picture houses have exhibited 
little concern over the proposal. 

Assemblyman claims suburbanites | 
and visitors would 
in theatres, 


was 





welcome liquor | 
such places serving to | 
while away the time before the eur- | 
tain rises. Some managers, however. | 
think Americans are too exuberant 
when imbibing liquor and therefore 
not comparable to European theatre: 
equipped with bars. 
Current Kead Shows 
Week March 9 

‘At Home Abroad,’ Forrest, Phil- | 
adelphia. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Children’s Hour,’ 

Francisco. 

‘Cyrano’ (Walter 
American, St. Louis, 
s0n, Milwaukee, 12-14, 

‘Dodsworth’ (Walter 
Lyric, Knoxville, 
Chattanooga, 10; tyman Aude, 
Nashville, Fe Memorial Aude, 
Louisville, 12; English, Indianapolis, 
13-14, 

‘Ghosts’ (Nazimova), Auditorium, 
Sacremento, 9; Modesto, Modesto, 
10; Auditorium, San Jose, 11; 
White, Fresno, 12; Lobero, Santa 
Barbara, 13-14. 

‘Ghost Train,’ Copley, Boston. 

‘Great Waltz,’ Auditorium, 
cago. 

Hollywood Ballet, Temple, Birm- 
ingham, 13. 

‘Idiot’s Delight,’ 
ington. 

‘Night of Jan. 
Hollywood. 

‘Old Maid,’ White, 
; Auditorium, Long 





Curran, San 


9-11; David- 


Huston), 
Tenn., 9; 


Chi- 
National, Wash- 
16," E} 


Capitan, 


Fresno, Cal., 
Beach, 10; 


9 


Savoy, San Diego, 11; travel 12; | 
Orpheum, Phoenix, Ariz. 13; 
Strand, Tucson, 14. 

*Personal Appearance,’ Orpheum, 


Kansas City. 
‘Personal Appearance,’ Plymouth, 
Boston. 


‘Porgy and Bess,’ Cass, Detroit. | 


San Carlo 
Portland, 10-14. 

‘Squaring the Circle,’ Broad, Phil- 
adelphia. 

‘Three Men on a 
Cincinnati. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Garrick, 
Philadelphia. 

‘Three Men on a Herse,’ Madison 


Opera, Auditorium, 


Mansfield. O.. 9: Six Street. Cochoc- 
ton, 10; Roy, Portsmcuth, 11; Harti- 
man, Columbus, 12-14 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Chestnut, Phil- 
adelp _ia. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Opera House 
Lexington, Ky. 9: Fairbank 
Springfield, O., 10; Welk Zanes- 
ville, 11; Colonial, Akron, 12: Vi 
ginia, Wheeling. W. Va 13-14, 

‘Winterset,’ Shubert, Bi 

ENGAGEMENT 

Wm Danforth. Vera MN =, Re 
Cropper, John Che Marzgare 
Baum, Bertram Peacock, Burnside 
G. & S. revivals 

Maida Reade. ‘Larger 1 Life 

Audrey Christie, Bruce McFarlane 
Josephine Evans, Pau! Tuber, Joh 
Alexander, Edgar Nelson, ‘Sailor 

Beware’ (road), 


ij were 


| workers,’ 


Hampden), | 


Tivoli, | 





Censor Jury 


3oston, March IO. * 
move to ‘settle this 
State Administrator 
Edwards of the Massa- 
WPA announced that: 
taken over the federal 
project under his per- 
supervision pending a 
thorough investigation by 
Car! 


move 


In a 
mess,’ 
Paul 
chusetts 
he had 
theatre 
sonal 
his 
assistant, 

First was to establish 
an ‘impartial’ board of citizens 
to pass on all future WPA 
plays as censors. This is pre- 
what has been recom- 
mended for Bostou by the the- 
atregoers who object to the 
present city hall setup of ban- 
ning plays in the private legit 
field. Edwards plans to appoint 
five men to sit on the censor 
board, without pay. 


STOCK CO. ADDITIONS 
A WORRY IN SYRACUSE 


Syracuse, N. Y., dailies got 
steamed up last week because three 


> ape 
roLrers, 


cisely 











players not registered in that dis- 
trict were added to the WPA re- 
lief stock company there. At the 


New York offices of the project it 
was stated there was nothing ir- 
regular about the placements. Two 
of the players are from Albany, 
where there is no federal show 
project, and one from New York, 
while none registered in Syracuse 
were replaced, according to George 
W. Gatts, state director. 

Trio assigned to Syracuse are on 
a basis similar to actors known in 
stock as ‘jobbers,’ joining the com- 
pany for a limited period to appear 
in specifically named plays. They 
not regularly on the payroll 
are classified as ‘emergency 
directors having the lee- 
way to engage such people whether 
on the payroll or long as 


and 


not, so 


| within the 10% exemption limit pro- 


vided for the 
registered on 
ithe deadline. 

Players upstate and in other por- 


use 
home 


of persons not 
relief prior to 


tions of the country are paid $94 
;monthly for WPA show appear- 
iances. In New York city the 


; monthly wage is $103.40, 


- Pitt Starts 


Pittsburgh, March 10. 
Long-delayed WPA _ theatrical 
| project finally got under way here 
last week with the presentation of 
a makeshift vaude show, Unit was 
routed around town in available 
auditoriums and presented free of 
charge. So far, there have been 
no intimations that local federal-aid 
actors would attempt anything on 








a commercial. basis, although fhat 
may come later. 
Performers gave four’ shows. 


Couple of other vaudeville offerings 
are planned within the next few 
| weeks, 











Zatkin Quits 


Nathan Zatkin has resigned as 
press contact man for the WPA 
theatre project in New York. He 
said the relief show job required 
so much time that he was unable 
to handle other assignments, though 
the WPA post was a part time job. 








Phyllis Perlman was the p.a. when 
Elmer Rice was made regional di- 
rector, She resigned for the same | 
cause, plus the fact that, although | 
on the job seven weeks, she had re- 
ceived no pay, 





SPECIAL PLAY 


FOR C.C. CAMPS' 


Plans for a play especially: de- 
signed for showing in the CCC 
camps within New York state have 
been completed by the Federal 
Theatre Project. It is tentatively 
titled ‘Murder in the Camp.’ 

Company of 10 players will be 
toured, show being augmented by 30 
or more camp recruits, they to act 
as witnesses and jurors. Play may 


be presented in the center of the 
mess halls. 
State project is also readying 


shows to be given in towns adjacent 
to the camps. There is no plan to 
play camps generally, as was done 
during last summer and fall. Such 
touring was called off as imprac- 
tical, 


ERLANGER’S BUFFALO 
SET FOR WPA SHOWS 


Buffalo, March 10. 

Erlanger’s, a comparatively new 
legit theatre here, has been secured 
by the WPA for relief show pres- 
entations. Federal project is not 
under way in this city, so far as 
shows are concerned, but registra- 
tion of players is being made and 
rehearsals may start soon. 

To date the WPA has had a 
marionette outfit made up of four 
units operating in the Buffalo dis- 
trict: Units have been giving his- 
torical subjects in schools, hospital 
wards and other spots. One unit 
boasts of the only ‘Negro puppets,’ 
play given being called ‘The Inven- 
tion of the Cotton Gin.’ Marionette 
shows are occasionally augmented 
by vaude acts, 


Chi Duo Starts 


Chicago, March 10. 

Both Chicago WPA theatres are 
now in action. Blackstone opened 
Monday (9) with Hoyt’s 1890 farce 
of ‘A Texas Steer,’ and the Great 
Northern’s to open tonight (10), 
with Ibsen’s sociological argument, 
‘An Enemy of the People,’ known 
here to present generation only in 
Russian, via the Moscow Art Play- 
ers. 

Seats are free for those on relief 
at both houses. 

New explanation of the long de- 
lay on the Ibsen work is that cos- 
tumes and props ‘in the period’ had 











Forge Repercussions in Mass. 


Have Motherwell Reported Out, 
Gatts and Gallagher to Replace 





All in Fun 


Dayton, O., March 10. 


Local WPA Players, prom- 
ised release of ‘Duley.’ have 
been waiting three weeks fo. 
the script. 

In the meantime they ars 


reading ‘The Old Soak’ to keep 
busy, with no intention of pro- 
ducing it. 














to be bought from Norway. 


COCHRAN WORKING ON 
ANNUAL STOCK SEASON 


Washington, March 10, 


Rumors that the 1936 season of 
the National Theatre Players, an- 
nual local stock company, will be 


ymbination 
restaurant in 


skipped in favor of a ec 
summer theatre and 
nearby Maryland aré denied by 
Steve Cochran, who has presented 
the company for 11 consecutive sea- 
sons. 

Stock season this year, as in the 
past, is dependent upon the length 
of the regular season. House lacks 
a cooling system and it has become 
increasingly tough to sustain the 
end of the annual 10-week stock 
in hot weather. Plans are going 
ahead for the usual season, with 
names imported for leads. Possi- 
bility of roadshows lasting into June 
may cause abandoning of the ven- 
ture, however. 

Plans for a summer theatre at 
Griffith Farms, across the D. C. Line 
in Maryland, are on the rocks, but 
Cochran is still in the market for 
a spot to play shows barred here 
by the strict child labor laws. Coch- 
ran insists the latter would have 
no effect on his National Theatre 
Players, which would be in their 
seventh week before the rural stunt 
got under way. 


In Carolinas: 


Charlotte, N. C., March 109. 

News of federal theatre projects 
in the Carolinas: 

‘The Drunkard’ is current offering 
of the Asheville group. 

‘Jefferson Davis,’ touring show, 
with Guy Standing, Jr., heading a 
east of 34 actors, will play Chapel 
Hill March 24, 

Recently developed projects are 
announced by Frederick H. Koch, 
regional advisor for the Carolinas 
and Virginia, as including a chil- 
dren’s theatre, a little theatre guild, 
a negro theatre, and a puppet 
group. Children’s theatre is at 
Rocky Mount. Four people will di- 
rect. At Raleigh funds have been 
provided for a new little theatre 
organization. Robert Griffin heads 
the negro theatre project just get- 
ting under way at Durham, Joseph 
B. Christmas is organizing chil- 
dren’s groups among negroes at 
Raleigh. 








WPA SHOWS WILL PROBABLY CONTINUE 


Horse,’ Cox, | 


sonably sure that Works 
Administration relief 
until June 30 


Tt is rea 
Progre SS 


shows will continue 


and. dependent on Congress, may be 
further extended. Fact that the 
eash alloited to the Federal Theatre 
Proje ) Ne York will have been 
ised up by the middle of May, is a 
matte ‘ s edule, 

General plan followed when the 
WPA set up called for each 
} ‘ esti } _ dae »p to 
\! 4 } j he ce. 
ert f e i ! e coin 

} to « on. | s te 
ne t ded Viti f : addi i} 
lloime eavired it < der- 
sto 1 | ming Re- 
ee ’ need n Washingt 
¢17 000 000.000 of the $4,800,000,- 
000 WPA fund is still on hand. 

It « indicated that WPA project 
iD < 1} not last more than four 
weells Ne Yor} These new 

iplays projected by e federal the- 


| Man 


TILL JUNE 30 AND MAY 





atre arm have received most of the | 
press mention, although the other 
units, taken over when the govern- 
ment replaced the emergency relief 
continued those in 
camps spotted elsewhere. 
N. Y. Plays 
Together Chillun’ was | 
after 
Harlem, 


opens 


have 
have 


bureaus, 
the CCC 


‘Walk 
withdrawn 
Lafayette, 


month at the 

and ‘Conjure 
there 
gets 


one 


tonight 
Macbeth’ 


Dies’ 


Same house soon 


with a colored cast next. ‘American 
Holiday’ is closing at the Manhat- 
tan, which gets ‘Murder in The 


Cathedral,’ probably next weer 


‘Chalk Dust’ got some attention on 





opening at Dalv's 63rd da 

, } + , ? 
veek, but another play ° ie and 
The Grove’ is being readied to re- 


| place it. 


€,,7 tf 


Doubtful if Destiny,’ 


Bronx 


‘Woman of 
which Willis 
will outlast the others. It is a 


out anagerial auspices, 


opened at the 


undet ili 


with 


E EXTENDED 


second play ‘Ileaven and 
been held up at the 
(called 


Latter’s 
Earth’ 
Shubert- Teller 


1 . 
las 
Symphony 
building 


now) Brooklyn, because of 
| violation Play is still in rehearsal 
the company being paid the 


same as though 


If there is 


appearing 


any . ifie aowl 


the numbei of persons employed on 
the Federal Theatre Proje wil 
probably be among non-relie work- 
e! eat project bh £ ‘ eg OT 
of the ital to | ¢ et n that 
basis There ij ! r comp i 
ion for non-relief be S espe i] 
on e administ on end 
jne jliving i j ; 1 it, 
j tarted a mpus ove al- 
eg ] ensol p W snin on 
over ‘Ethiopia ! ur long play- 
is finall carded to ope t the 
Biltmore, Saturda (14). Attraction 
called ‘Triple A, Piou ed Under’ 
and based on the governme 


agricultural 


program, 





> Sisters 


Boston, March 10. 

Week-end repercussions of the re- 
cent Massachusetts ban of the WPA 
version of ‘Valley brought 
about a drastic shakeup in top crust 
personnel of the Federal theatre 
project. Hiram K Motherwell 
regional director has been asked by 
Washington to hand in his 
following his attempt to dismiss 
Laurence A. Hansen, state dire: 


Forge’ 


hips, 


tor. 


Accredited to R. C. Branion, per- 
sonal rep of Administrator Harry L. 
Hopkins is this statement: ‘Moth- 
erwell has been pulled off, and he 
has gone to New York. My guess 
is that he will not have anything 
to do with the Massachusetts situa- 
tion, at least pending the investiga- 
tion 1 was ordered to make of the 
whole matter.’ 

Branion is now in temporary 
charge of the theatre program in 
Massachusetts, his first move being 
to take ‘Forge’ off the road. 

Hansen, who was asked to quit 
by Motherwell, has asked for a con- 
gressional investigation of Mother- 
well’s handling of federal funds in 
producing and road showing ‘Forge.’ 
Bert Sabourin is acting state di- 
rector, taking Hansen’s berth. 
George Gatts, New York state 
supervisor, is slated to take over 
Motherwell’s reins this week. 

Shakeup is a result of friction be- 
tween Motherwell and Hansen, 
brought to a head by recent banning 
of the play by Plymouth and Lex- 
ington, Mass., where local authori- 
ties declared the dialog obscene and 
some of the situations immoral. 

Losses 

Hansen claims that the govern- 
ment, as angel for the show, has 
already sunk $22,000 or more in the 





production. ‘Direct labor’ ran to 
$15,027.78; ‘indirect labor,’ $2,064; 
material and equipment, $3,954. 
Road nut for the unit was just short 
| of $3,000, he says. 
| Nut at Leominster, where the 
| show first charged admission, was 


| about $1,300 and the take, $23. At 


| Fitchburg, Mass., ‘Forge’ garnered 
$96. 
Dialog revisions were made fol- 


lowing the Plymouth and Lexington 
bans, before the play was shown at 
etiher Fitchburg or Leominster. 


In New York 

Stated in the WPA theatre project 
offices in New York that Motherwell 
remains as New England regional 
director, with George W. Gatts act- 
ing Massassachusetts director. 
Latter, however, also retains his 
post as New York state director. 

Leonard Gallagher, formerly in an 
administrative post when Earle 
Boothe was in charge of the relief 
shows, was slated to take over the 
Mass. state federal relief show di- 
rectorship. He visited Washington 
Sunday (8) to confer with Hallie 
Flanagan and Jacob Baker, later 
going on to Boston with Gatts. 


ALBANY IS DROPPED 
FROM PROJECT SETUP 


Albany, N. Y., {s out so far as fed- 
eral theatre project shows are con- 
cerned. That was decided on when 
calls for registration revealed very 
few unemployed theatre people 
there who qualified by having been 
on home relief by Nov. 1, 1935. 

It is planned to requisition those 
| stage people from Albany and vi- 
cinity for use in WPA 











drama or 


| vaudeville units in other parts of 
the state. Also proposed to tour 
one of the units in ‘The Old Maid,’ 
showing in cities where the project 
has not been set up, such as Al- 
bany, Binghamton, Elmira, Uticz 


and Schenectady. 
Syracuse Vaude 
N. Y., March 10. 


been 
Sape: stein busi- 


Syracuse, 
Poole 
Joseph 
and Edward Funda 


director. of the WPA’s local 


Paul 


supervisor 


appointed 


has 


ness mahacer, 


vaudeville project which is expected 
5 Sons, 


from 


announced, 


employment to 135 pet 
Vaude will 
three to 18 acts, it is 
and state tours are contemplated. 
Palmerton, assistant state di- 
rector of Federal Theatre Pro- 


i ject, is here to assist in Jaunching. 


units consist of 


Guy 


the 


~~ 


ae on Sonera nc EPRI act 


retin ase 


ee 





Na a aeenanmieaaal 











VARIETY 





Wednesday, March 11, 1936 





eS 
ee ee 











a 


Plays Out of Town 





IDIOT’S DELIGHT 


Washington, March 190. 
Comedy-drama in three acts (five scenes) 
by Robert E. Sherwcod; presented by The- 
atre Guild; features Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne; directed by Bretaigne Windust; 


setting, Lee Simonson; dances, Morgan 
Lewis; production conceived and_= super- 
vised by Lunt and Fontanne; at Nationsl 
theatre, Washington, March 9, '36; $2.75 
top. 


Dumptsy. George Meader 


Signor Palota... 


..Stephen Sandes 


Donald Navedel......... ..Barry Thomson | havoc he has precipitated, reach the 
Pittaluga....--..-+0+++++3, oa encnee | parting of the ways. The American 
Cane ee Edward. Raquello | impresario does his best to keep all 
Dr. Waldersee Sydney Greenstreet | concerned from fiving at everybody 
Mr. Cherry Bretaigne Windust | e)se’s throat. And the six blond! 
— ie de | chorines decide that Italian officer: 
rc ai Re ca Jacqueline Paige | are the handsomest men on earth. 
Beulah. Connie Crowell | Deftly fostered by the surround- 
mane meagrere¥ eg = — line circumstances, yet distinctly | 
ae RARE MM ire I fe 'p glin | separate, is a sophisticated romance 
a Eo Be i , Ruth Timmers | beiween Lunt, as the impresario, 
Ist Officer. .Alan Hewitt | and Fontanne, as the Russian mys- 
2d Officer -Winston Ross] tary woman. She's a dead ringer 


Bush 


oe pp NOE Tomasse Tittoni | £or Garbo. Lunt is convinced that | He certainly strikes an authentic | 
Gutltedy. ©...0 sss: ‘Richard Whorf | she is the little hoofer with whom | note in the presentation of his char- 
Signor Rossi........+++2++++: Le Roi Operti| he slept in an Omaha hotel—which | acters—a Polish family of Chicagos 
Signora Rossi.......+. Frnestine De B-exet she finally turns out. to be. Her! northwest side. 
Major... ‘Cana? a gradual breakdown amply provides | Play is a choice bit of Americana 
oe. sereeseeesseess** "i vnn Fontanne | for several scenes of the sort which, | for the historians. It does to Chicago 
Achille Weber.......++++: Francis Compton | if they hadn't been present, would/ what ‘Once in a Lifetime’ did to 
3 eet ES have had Lunt-Fontanne fans de-| Hollywood. Dialog is fast, clever 
First appearance of Lunt and | manding their money back. land. in spots, riotous, but would 
Fontanne in the Capital in three| The highlights arc equally divided | need about 100% laundering for pic- 


years drew 
the most brilliant audience 
season. Combination of Lunt as an 
ex-circus barker and Fontanne as a 
blond Russian Garbo had the house 
all but cheering at the finale. 

Play is along Grand Hotel lines. 
concerning reactions of a score of 
people of a half dozen nationalities, 
caught in an Alpine resort at the 
start of the next world war. W hile 
predominantly a comedy, spiced with 
plenty of smart lines, it is painted 
against a tense background which 
breaks through in the last act to 
give the finish a smashing melo- 
dramatic climax. 

Mixture of humor and tragedy 
had the audience frankly puzzled at 
first, but through intensifying each 
as the action progresses, they are 
maintained as a contrast which is, 
at times, superh. Sophisticated note, 
supplied chiefly by Lunt and Fon- 
tanne, keeps the play from slipping 
in either—direction and ties it into 
one of the cleverest socks at the 
absurd inevitabilities of war that 
the stage has produced. 

All action takes place in the cock- 
tail lounge of the Hotel Monte 
Gabriel, in the Italian Alps over- 
looking the Swiss and Austrian bor- 
ders, within the space of 24 hours. 
Things are pretty quiet until im- 
pending war causes Rome to order 
all travelers held up at the border. 
3y nightfall, the hotel is full. 

Unwilling guests include Dr. Wal- 
dersee, German scientist who wants 
to get to Switzerland to consum- 
mate his cancer experiments; Mr. 
and Mrs. Cherry, English honey- 
mooners who were just.married in 
Florence; Harry Van, American 
song and dance man, and his six 
devastating blonds; Achille Weber, 
international munitions king, and 
Irene, his mysterious and exotic 
traveling companion. Already on 


the scene are Donald Navadel, 
American ‘social manager’ of the 
hotel; Dumptsy, philosophical little 


waiter who found himself an Italian 
when Italy annexed his mountain 
peak; Capt. Locicero, military officer 
of the town, and Quillery, fiery, 
pathetically sincere disciple of ‘the 
revolution.’ 

Author Sherwood makes the most 
of his obvious opportunities in pit- 
ting his characters against one 
other, both in light banter and in 
inevitable clashes of temperament. 
Personalities are intensified as the 
situation becomes more acute—as 
airplanes whirr overhead, as reports 
come through that Paris has been 
bombed and as war is declared be- 
tween France and Italy. Honey- 
mooners recoil as their dreams are 


a complete sell-out and | 


| does a 


shattered by bitterness on all sides. 

The scientist, first annoyed at the 
stupidity of it all, abandons himself 
to the patriotism he can't escape. 


uniform. The Marxian pacifist loses 
his temper and is shot by « firing 
squad. The munitions-maker, who 
claims he has merely provided the 
‘toys’ the world demands, and the 
Russian woman-of-the-world, who 
paints too vivid a-picture of the 








between comedy and 
which Lunt 
‘Puttin’ on the 
Ritz,’ a la Harry Richman, and is 
earried off-stage bodily by his six 
high-kickers; the graphic word pic- 
ture painted by Fontanne of the 
probable deaths of the honeymoon- 
ers, and the finale, in which the 
curtain comes down on Lunt and 
Fontanne sitting at the piano sing- 
ing ‘Onward Christian Soldiers,’ 
while guns roar and bombs shatter 
the windows of the hotel. 

A tendency of the number of 
characters and problems to confuse 
the audience early in the play is 
overcome by permitting none of the 
lesser threads to become more than 
atmospheric complications. Granting 
that it is a Herculean task, Lunt 
and Fantanne keep their roles, upon 
which the structure of the play de- 
pends, always ddminant. 

The production, although packed 
with action and business, was al- 
most entirely without first-night 
trouble. The single set is a mod- 
ernistic interior with huge glass 
windows, Venetian blinds and stair- 
ease rising to upper entrance. 
Craig. 


revue in 
parody on 


STAR SPANGLED 


New Haven, March 5. 
Comedy in three acts by Robert Ardrey: 
presented and staged by Arthur Hopkins; 
Setting designed by Raymond Sovey. At 
Shubert, New Haven, March 5, '86; $2.20 
top 
Mrs. Mary Dzieszienewski 

Natasha Boleslavsky 

Gregory ) {George Tobias 
Stan iach } Millard Mitchell 
Vincent (Her Children | Yarson Kanin 


Anna | Mariorie Triesault 
Prof. Niebieski..... eecens ike Ivan Triesault 
Se «++++.Miehael Visaroff 
See eeeeeseseeeesss-DOnald Arbury 
eee sosveeesess-kGdward Craven 


Longevity of this new Hopkins 
production depends on what can be 
done with the last act. Indications, 
at opening here, are that Hopkins is 
rushing it to Broadway a bit too 
soon. Unquestionably the material 
is there for a knockout, but it’s 
doubtful if a three-day tryout here 
is time enough for sufficient revision 
before hitting the metropolis. 

Premiere was in reverse English. 
Instead of starting mild and build- 
ing to a smash, play opens with a 
wow act one, act two is just a 
breather and act three, although a 
setup over the second act, never 
reaches the speed or entertainment 
of the initial session. Maybe it’s 
just the remarkable pace of act one 
that makes the balance seem like a 
letdown. At any rate, the play 
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Of Course They Buy Their 
Small Size Shoes 


1 to 4~—AA to D 


... from New York's Largest 
Manufacturer of Small Sizes! 








Opera Length Hose, in all colors, 2.50 a pr., 28.00 doz. 








“Ingenues,” 
“I. Miller Beautiful” models, 11.75, 12.75, 13.75 
“I. Miller DeLuxe” models, 14.75 and up 


I. MILLER 


1552 BROADWAY 


8.75 











|__ oe STANDARD the world over OF PERFECTION in FEMININE FOOTWEAR 








The submissive little waiter dons a | 


melodrama, | ture : . , 
of the | Causing most discussion will be the| kick lies in its juicy phrasing. 
| impromptu 


LEGETEMATE 





Didn’t Pan Out 





Legit agent had a cast lined 
up for a play called ‘Home, 
Sweet Home,’ then suddenly 
declared the show off. Quer- 
ied why, he explained that a 
gold mine from which ore was 
extracted had _ been 





to be 
flooded. 

The expected gold was to 
have supplied the coin to back 
the production. 











misses being a wow by just the 
margin of that last act 
| Trouble is that the script. 1s not 


well spaced—most 
erowded into act one, 
drama angle overboard in act 


with 


| A responsive audience that was de- 


cidedly for the show in its early | 
stages lost enthusiasm during the 
last ten minutes and_ practically 


| donned mittens for the final curtain 
As a first attempt, Ardrey has 
done a capable job of playwrighting 


possibilities, as a lot of its 


Plot is off the beaten path, intro- 


ducing a Lithuanian widow and her 
four Lith-Polish- grown children, 


whose name Dzieszienewstki is such 
a tongue-twisting handicap they 
change to individual monickers 
more suitable to their particular 
ideals and ambitions. Gregory be- 
comes a professional killer; Stan 
branches out as a dumb Texas 
League ball-player with big-league 


cal arena as a candidate for an im- 
portant office and Anna crashes 
the stage door of a four-a-day house 
as Anna LaFrance, ham dancer. 
Over this brood hovers the mother, 
comely matron of 46 and a constant 
menace to her family’s peace of 
mind through her amorous leanings. 
Play opens with Gregory slipping 
into the household on a two-day 
‘vacation’ from prison in Michigan 
City, where he has served eight 
years of a ten-year stretch for a 
killing. Jail officials don't know 
he’s left, but he manages the brief 
getaway in order to bump off the 
man who sent him to the pen. 
Vincent is in the closing stages of 
his campaign for office and he fears 
his chances will be ruined if the 
voting public gets wind that his 


invited him to the family home for 
Sunday dinner in order to receive 
Czysko’s endorsement. The two 
strike a bargain on political back- 
ing, but later Czysko sells out to 
another group, leaving Vincent 
minus his all-important support. 
Czysko is ‘father’ to the Polish 
settlement in more than one sense 
of the word and, when Vincent 
learns that the politician is the real 
father of the supposed daughter of 
a famous killer, he uses the know- 
ledge as a club to gain Czysko's 
backing. 

Meanwhile it develops that Czy- 
sko is the man Gregory is looking 
for and, when the two meet in the 
family parlor, Gregory attempts to 
knock the politician off but is pre- 
vented by his mother, who says 
Czysko is her ‘sweet patootie’ and 
the father of Gregory's sister, Anna. 
It’s only a gag, but it gives Czysko 
a chance to clear out, while Gregory 
goes into a fit of remorse over his 
mother’s supposed depravity. Family 
finally sells Gregory the idea of re- 
turning peacefully to prison to 
finish out his two remaining years, 
Vincent sees clear political sailing 
ahead due to his hold on Czysko and 
Anna decides to quit show business 
and settle down to a quiet life with 
the unglamorous Steve, a neighbor- 
hood youth. p 

Casting of the play is a work of 
art, only room for improvement be- 
ing in the role of Prof. Niebieski. 
As Gregory, the simple-minded 
killer who talks nonchalantly about 
murder but is shocked by his 
mother’s moral behavior and his 
brother’s profanity, George Tobias 
makes the audience believe that 
such a character really exists. He 
slips a few notches in the closing 





minutes of the play, but the fault is 
more with the lines than in his act- 
ing. Most consistently natural 
characterization of the play is 
offered by Millard Mitchell as the 


Michaei Visaroff makes a_ swell 
Czysko, Natasha Boleslavsky is a 
natural as the widowed mother and 


Garson Kanin and Marjorie Lytell, 
as her remaining two children, fit. 
Play is well staged. A clever bit 


of stagecraft is injected by allowing 
a vital telephone conversation to e2 


| through in its native tongue 
(Polish), leaving the audience to 


Zuess the details while 
general idea. Director 
most of the comedy 


sensing the 
has made the 
possibilities and 


has produced a laugh show that 
should stand among the toppers, es- 
pecially if they find the answer to 
that last act. Single setting is 





typical, Bone. 


of the comedy is | 
the i 
three. | 


aspirations; Vincent hits the politi- | 


dumb Stan, would-be diamond star. | 


ee 
— 





PROMISE 


London, Feb. 27. 

Play in three acts, adapted by H. M. 
Harwood, from the’ French by Henri Bern- 
stein. Presented by Moss Empires and 
Howard & Wyndham Tours, Ltd. at 
Shaftesbury, London, Feb. 26, ‘36, Pro- 
duction by the author, 
Toni Flammery.....+.+es.es+ Francis James 
Emile Delbar......-sée5. Ralph Richardson 
Therese Delbar..........Madge Titheradge 
Solange .....+..+-. acide ce Wivbéses ite eee 
Thierry Ketler...cccssassoves Robert Harris 
Catherine .Edna Best 
Gustave Boggetti 





a quarter of a 
French 


than 
Bernstein, 


more 
Henri 


For 
century 
has occupied a 
theatre. 
that 
| deep into human consciousness, 
the 
move 


dramatist, 
the His pen is a 
itself 


His 
men 


place in 


surgical lancet buries 


medium is theatre, where 


jand women swiftiy under 


;} emotional urge. 

‘Promise’ is typically Bernstein, 
and the adaptation by H. M. Har- 
| wood is an excellent piece of work. 
Once again Bernstein draws a por- 
trait of a woman, somewhat exag- 
processes, but nevertheless a person 
unstable approach to 
youth is a fascinating 
With a few 
that physical 
partly 


whose 
death of her 
study. 

indicates 


character 


strokes he 


itransitions are 


her violent 


Thus he pleads for understand- 


for 


icies, 


to destroy the happiness of those 
closest to her, inspire contempt and 
hate, 

A third act, which is scarcely 
more than an epilog, reveals the 
woman as lonely and miserable, but 
reconciled to a changed emotional 
life. Her bitterness has evaporated. 


more kindly understanding. 
flame has burned itself out. 
None can deny the 
effectiveness of such a character, 
nor the difficulties of its delineation. 
Mary Boland in ‘The Green Bay 


farcical counterpart of Madge Tith- 
eradge as Mme. Delbar in ‘Promise.’ 
The more stern and dramatic Bern- 
stein conception cails for acting of 
ithe highest order. 
| does a fine job. 

Author wastes little time in get- 
| ting to the crux of his drama. He 
|} has conceived a Parisian household, 





brother is an escaped killer. He is | headed by an aging barrister. Mme. | 
seeking the support of a crooked | Delbar, his wife, is the mother of 
politician named Czysko and he has |two daughters, the elder from a 


previous marriage. Both girls are in 
their twenties and both of marriage- 
able age. Engagement of the younger | 
has been announced and the wed- | 


ding day set. Half-sisters are of 
opposite natures, the younger a 


dashing, fearless and restless type, 
and a spoiled and selfish child under 
her mother’s dominance. Adroitly, a 
sympathy is established between the 
brow-beaten husband and his step- 
daughter, who have common ground 
in the misery of Mme. Deibar’s ir- 
repressible energy and tyranny. 

Prospective bridegroom is an at- 
tractive young commercial artist. He 
visions a hectic future, destructive 
of ambition and happiness. His love 
switches from the younger to the 
elder sister. The engagement is 
broken. 

Play is concerned with the read- 


foremost 


gerated in her middle aged thought | 

| 
the 
deft | 


accountable | 
mental inconsisten- | 


ing and mercy for a character who, | 
to be judged solely by her attempts | 


Her last years will be graced with | 
The | theatre, 


Tree’ in New York was the excellent 
' 


| 
Miss Titheradge ; man. 

| 

| 


EUROPE 


Paris, Feb. 26. 
play by Maurice Rost 
by Guslave Quinson at Pig 


Three act 
presented 
Paris. 

eam: a Baumer, 
Squinquel, arguerite Valmont oF , 
Robian, Denise Grey, Andree Poe 
Andrevor, _ Magdany, Regina Capello’ 
Chabrier, Varenne Marty, Glori, Bertie. 
Leo Peltier. , 


and 
alle, 


Arquilliere, Jose 





Gustave Quinson, producer is the 
star of this piece. He has taken ove 
the Rothschild-built white elephant, 
ithe Pigalle, sobered down its fan- 
| tastic decoration, installed between. 
| the-acts distractions for the guests 
and put on a play in verse by 
| Maurice Rostand. Real show is off 
| the stage, for the Rostand opus isn’t 

much as entertainment. 
| It’s a naive expression of faith in 
|} the peace of the world. Shows, in 
' symbol, the rival peoples fraterniz- 
ing, and it even idealizes Hitler. 
| Not even local pacifists can swallow 
; it, although they all have praise for 

the author's high ideals. Unless the 
public, overwhelmed by its desire 

for peace and fear of war, takes a 

freak fancy to this one, Quinson 
/ will have to try another soon if he 
wants to keep his new plaything 
open, Stern. 


r 





LA FOLLE DU CIEL 


(‘Heavenly Fool’) 
Paris, Feb. 26. 
play in two parts and ten scenes, 
Lenormand, presented by Georges 
Pitoeff at the Mathurins Paris. Stars 
Ludmilla Pieoeff. Incidental music by 
Darius Milmaud. 


Fairy 
iby H. R, 


A symbolic play of great beauty, 
| based on a Nordic legend of a sea- 





gull changed into woman. Atmos- 
phere of the Arctic regions, of 
| trolls, penguins and the aurora 


| borealis, made to live by one of the 
| most fantastic personalities of the 
| Paris stage, Ludmilla Pitoeff. 

Fine stuff, but not commercial 
Stern. 


theatrical | 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Bitter Stream’ (‘Sons of Rome’)— 
Theatre Union. 

‘Summer Wives’—Jack Linder. 

‘On Your Toes’—Dwight D. Wi- 


‘Larger Than Life’—Crosby Gaige. 

‘Her Weekend’—Anne Nichols. 

‘Sailor Beware’ (road)—Jules Lev- 
; enthal. 


| ainitmeion 


Beverly Hills, March 10. 
New little theatre, to cost $80,000, 
will be erected here by Theatre Arts, 
Ine, 
Shirley D. Parker heads the 
project, with Dickson Morgan listed 
as managing director. 


‘Wife’ Put Off 


‘A Dangerous Wife,’ which has 
three authors, Arthur Eddy of the 
Film Daily, William A. Orr of the 
Metro production department at the 
home office, and Borden Chase, a 
Hollywood writer, has been post- 
poned until the fall, 

Play was acquired some months 








justment of the relationships of the 
characters. Logically, but not with- 
out upheaval, the pieces are re- 
arranged t» a new pattern. Play ends | 
on a note of complete frustration of | 
the mother’s attempt to rule the 
lives of youth. Younger sister leaves 
for a probable engagement to a 
wealthy sportsman: the elder sister 
and the artist marry despite protest: 
and the father gently embraces his 
exhausted wife, at last reconciled to 
more mature interests. 

Writing is workmanlike and thea- 





trically effective, and the dialog 
passages are direct and pointed. 
Characters, however, are drawn 


from imagination, rather than from 
life, and the play’s appeal is rem- 
iniscent of a more artificial theatre 
than the stage of today. 
Although designed primarily to 
give Miss Titheradge the principal 
| opportunities, others of the cast take 
|equal honors with her in the acting. 
Ralph Richardson as the husband. 
Edna Best as the elder sister and 
Ann Todd as the younger, give ex- 
eellent  charecterizations. Robert | 
| Harris succeeds in creating unusual | 
sympathy in the role of the artist. 
Play is handsomely mounted in a 
| Single interior set, built in perspec- 
tive. 


| ‘Ty . 2 
Promise’ is 








; distinetly worth see- 
ing although not likely to have a 
hrena canars P ¢ ” 
broad general appeal. Flin. 


ago by Joseph A. Deutsch. 


‘Road’ in Albany 


Albany, March 10. 
The Capitol, Albany legit house, 
closed stock quit two weeks ago, 
will reopen March 14 with Chaplin's 





‘Modern Times.’ Booking is for a 
week ani at 40c top. 
‘Tobacco Road’ company is due 


to play three days after the Chap- 
lin picture, the firgt touring show 
to play the Capitol in two years, 














“JUMBO” - NEW YORK 
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said :— 
juggling act 


“and Stan 
that is 


Kavanagh 


both as expe 
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| STAN KAVANAGH 


EDITH J. R. ISAACS, Tieatre Arts 


ZIEGFELD FOLLIES, WINTER GARDEN, NEW YORK 


s Monthiy, “Broadway in Review,” 
adding to good measure with a 
rt and as funny as it could be.’ 
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Four Philly Houses 


Lit, All Oke: 


‘Horse’ $17,600, ‘Road’ Slips, $10,500 


Philadelphia, March 10. 

Many times Philly nixes Broad- 
ways verdict on shows, especially 
of the flip, fast type, but in the 
ease of ‘Three Men on a Horse,’ 
this town has strung along with the 
crowd and the comedy looks set 
here for a nice long run. _ Last 
week’s big hit about $17,600 and 
that wasn’t far from capacity 
for the Garrick at the scale ($2.50 
top). B.o. line didn’t break all week 
and advance is big and nicely dis- 
tributed. Count ‘Three Men’ in 
definitely until May, and mebbe 
more. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ which moved last 
week to the Chestnut, is off from its 
original terrific pace but still floating 
along to nice trade. It will seem 
a shame to take it out this Satur- 
day, as skedded. Difficulty is to 
find a third home for it here. It 
moved from the Forrest to make 
room for ‘At Home Abroad’ and 
will have to vacate the Chestnut 
next week to make way for ‘Win- 
terset.’ The Broad, mentioned at 
one time, gets ‘Sailor Beware’ next 
week for a run and the Garrick is 
sewed up. Erlanger has Chaplin's 
‘Modern Times’ pic for another 
fortnight and that’s the list, with 
the Shubert and Walnut not avail- 
able. 

‘Road’ might go out of town a 
week and then return to the For- 
rest. Last week’s $10,500 looked 
okay for the show's fourth week in 
town. 

Sale for ‘At Home Abroad,’ which 
opened last night at the Chestnut 
was fair but the musical ought to 
get two nice weeks. Opening night 
quite light downstairs, 

This is the first week since the 
holidays to find four legit houses 
here lighted and busy. Fourth is 
the Broad with ‘Squaring the Cir- 
cle” This one opened at the same 
house last fall. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Three Men on a Horse’ (Gar- 
rick, ist week). Walloped' to a 
whale of a big $17,600 and set for a 


long stay. 

‘Tobacco Road’ (Chestnut 1st 
week). After three big weeks at the 
Forrest moved here and got a nice 
$10,500. Skedded to leave Saturday. 
because no house in town available 
for another move. ‘Winterset’ due 
here Monday for two weeks, 

‘Squaring the Circle’ (Broad, 1st 


week). Return engagement for this 
one which opened here last fall. 


Claimed to be getting by with be- 
tween $4,000 and $5.000. Staying 
this week, then ‘Sailor Beware.’ 


. APPEARANCE’ 
$7500, N. G.. PITT. 


Pittsburgh, March 10. 

Broadway reps apparently mean 
Jess than nothing around here un- 
less there’s a name in the cast. 
‘Personal Appearance’ is a case in 
point. No. 2 east, headed by 
Barbara Brown, played the Nixon 
last week and, despite a brisk ex- 
ploitation campaign emphasizing 
the show's long run in New York 
and an attractive bargain scale 
($2.20 at night with a $1.10 Wednes- 
day matinee), show couldn't collect 
more than a mediocre $7,500. 

This is a curious town for legit. 
Give ’em a smash comedy at a popu- 
lar price and because it’s nameless 
and the admission is reasonable, they 
figure it's a dog and stay away. Got 
S8Well notices, too, but no help. 

Nixon is without a tenant this 
week, first session since before the 
first of the vear that the house has 
been dark. Relights Monday night 
(146) with ‘Idiot’s Delight’ under 
subscription auspices followed by 
‘Three Men on a Horse,’ a two- 
week possibility since March 30 is 
tentatively open. Not in years has 
the local legit site been open for 
Holy Week but house will chance it 
next month with ‘Winterset,’ com- 
ing in April 6 under subscription 
auspices, and ‘At Home Abroad’ 
April 13. Pitt Cap and Gown show 
is booked for -the week of April 20, 
With the sixth subscription offering, 
as yet unannounced, probably wind- 
ing up the season. 

Estimates for Last Week 

P ‘Personal Appearance’ (Nixon: 
- 100; $2.24). Not much response 
for this one despite its Broadway 
yep, rave notices and the season’s 
lowest legit scale. Around $7,500, 
phat ordinary. Wednesday mat at 
$1 top big but nights way off, 
barticularly in baleony and gallery. 
Nixon is dark this week, first time 
“ince before the first of the year. 





+ 





‘APPEARANCE’ $11,200 


St. Louis Puts Show Over on Good 
Exploit Campaign 


St. Louis, March 10. 
Gladys George in ‘Personal Ap- 
pearance’ finished a one week 


run 
at the American Theatre with a 
satisfactory approximate $11,200. 
Despite beginning of Lent and 


worry over income taxes, Mgr. Paul 


Beisman said business was good. 
Beisman obtained space in every 
paper in town on interviews with 


the star, as well at feature stories. 
One of the best space grabbing 
campaigns house had in a long time. 

Walter Hampden in ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac’ began a three day en- 
gagement at the American, Monday 
(9), with the house scaled from 84c. 
to $2.75. 





BELT COLD 10 
WINTERSET 


Boston, March 10. 

‘Winterset,’ playing in the heart 
of the Sacco-Vanzetti belt, where 
the case is still regarded as one of 
those things, is not getting a cer- 
tain stratum of carriage trade which 
a quality production of this type 
would ordinarily get. Generally 
speaking the S-V case is looked 
upon here as an over-rated judicial- 
criminal incident, therefore’ the 
‘message’ of the Anderson piece is 
not at all tempting to the typical 
Hub theatregoer,. 

Ace staging and acting, however, 
is attracting an average b.o. throng. 

‘Personal Appearance’ opened 
Monday night (9) at the Plymouth. 
‘On Your Toes,’ new musical, is 
slated to open at the Shubert, Sat- 
urday, March 21. Met Opera plays 
one week at the Opera House, start- 
ing March 23. 

Mary Young and John Craig, 2nd, 
are planning a world premiere of 
‘Kifth Nurse’ at the Copley, follow- 
ing the end of the current ‘Ghost 
Train’ run. John Houston and Griff 
Morris are authors, and Bela Lu- 
gosi has been invited to star. 

Lent has had no perceptible effect 
on legit here. 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Winterset’ (Colonial, $2.75, first 
week). Got enthusiastic notices 
locally. Garnered about $10,000. 


One more week. 


‘Jan. 16° Off to 
9G Start, L. A.: 
Maid, $14,500 


Los Angeles, March 10. 

Healthy pickings for the two legit 
productions in town last week, with 
‘The Old Maid,’ winding up two 
weeks at the Biltmore, copping 
most of the gravy. 

‘Night of January 16’ got away to 
a good start at the El Capitan, with 
filmites eagerly proffering their serv- 
ices to sit as jurors in the play. 
Opus, which originally flopped here 
under the title of ‘Woman on Trial,’ 
when presented at the Hollywood 
Playhouse, looks good for an easy 
four weeks. 

Biltmore is 








dark this week, re- 
a week, 
on the 
and a 
closing 


‘Ghosts’ for 
performances 
and 24 

the 


Nazimova’ in 
plus extra 
nights of March 23 
special matinee on 
afternoon. 

Estimates for Last Week 





geles (C-1,656; $2.65). Winding up 
two weeks, jess one day, comedy 
| arew heavily at matinees and with 
lsubstantial night trade had no 


‘trouble garnering $14,500 on last 
|stanza. House dark currently. 
‘Night of January 16,’ El Capitan, 
Hollywood (D-1,571; $1.65). They 
like mystery here, particularly 
when it’s offered at the El Capitan. 
Other Hollywood houses don't fig- 
ure so much. Opening stanza hit a 
;neat $9,000, which is plenty oke. 








SACCO-VANZETT! 


lighting next Monday (16) with Alla | 


‘The Old Maid,’ Biltmore, Los An- | 


Hampden $8,000 


b Cincinnati, March 10. 

| Nice advance sale and fast start 
|for ‘Three Men on a Horse,’ which 
| opened at the Cox Sunday (8) night 
, for a tortnight’s stay with $2.75 
;night top and $1.65 high’ for Wed. 
|and Sat. matinees. 

| On three night performances and 
|/a@ matinee last week at $2.50 top, 
|W alter Hampden in ‘Cyrano’ drew 
}a dandy approximate $8,000. In 
|previous full week ‘Personal Ap- 
pearance’- estimated a limp $6,000. 


‘Boy-Girl $11,500, 
‘Great Waltz’ 196 
Chi Biz on Slide 


Chicago, March 10. 

Federal relief project comes to the 
fore in the loop this week as far as 
new attractions are concerned. 
While the rest of the managers are 
ducking the possibilities of a Lenten 
box-office kick-back, the WPA runs 
into the breach with two shows. 
| First opened last night (Monday) 
at the Blackstone with the revival 
of the old Charles Hoyt farce, 
‘Texas Steer,’ while tonight (Tues- 
day) sees the opening of revival of 
Ibsen’s ‘Enemy of the People’ at the 
Great Northern. 

Regular legit list is reduced to a 
mere couple: ‘Great Waltz’ and ‘Boy 
Meets Girl.’ ‘Porgy and Bess’ had a 
smashing run at the Erlanger in 
three capacity and near-capacity 
weeks. Could have stayed longer, 
and probably would have made ar- 
rangements to do so had the first 
week been as strong as the final 
session. 

Next standard piece for the town 
arrives on Monday (16) with the 
Walter Hampden ‘Cyrano de Berg- 
erac’ at the Grand for two weeks. 
House then darkens until April 12, 
when ‘At Home Abroad’ lights the 
; spot. 











Estimates for Last Week 
‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Selwyn (1,000; 
$2.75) (8th week). Settling down for 


a real run now that the pace is 
building to a steady high-money 
gross. Running around $11,500, 


powerful. 

‘Great Waltz,’ Auditorium (4,000; 
$2.75) (11th week). Musical gem of 
the season for run and money. 
Nicked a neat $19,000 last week, 
highly satisfactory. Four more 
weeks, 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Erlanger (1,200; 
$2.75). Withdrew after three top 
gross sessions and off to Detroit. 
Built to whanging $16,000 on final 
session, 





WPA Attractions 

‘Enemy of the People’ Great 
Northern.: Federal play reopens big 
musieal barn which has been closed 
four years. 75c. top. 

‘Texas Steer,’ Blackstone. Farce 
revival opened last night (Monday) 
at 75c. top. 


DAYTON DATES 
Dayton, O., March 10. 

Dayton goes on the legit map for 
| two days April 6 and 7 when Wal- 
‘ter Huston appears at the Victory 
in ‘Dodsworth.’ 

Date for ‘Personal Appearance’ 
has been set for the same house 
April 2 to 16. 


| a 
| 











George Pyper Honored 
Salt Lake City, March 10. 
George D. Pyper, for more than 
30 years manager of the old Salt 
Lake theatre, was presented Sat- 
urday (7) with a life membership 
in the local No, 99 theatrical union. 
Presentation was made on the 
74th anniversary of the dedication 
of the theatre. 








= —? 


Biz on Broadway Drops Off Again; 


Cohan's Darling’ 


Starts Oke $11,000 





New lows for the season were 
marked up by most of Broadway's 
successes last week. It was a shock | 
to managers when shows which had } 
been approximating capacity slipped 
as much as $2,000 under the off 
trade of the previous week. 


It is nothing unusual for legits | 
to drop steadily from Washington’s | 
Birthday on until Merch 15, the fed- } 
eral income tax deadline, and Lent 
doesn't help any. Decline was given 


further impetus, however, by the 
elevator and service employees 
strike, which has been vexing 


apartment house dwellers in N. Y. 

Business this week will probably 
see further dips in attendance, but 
next week should see a recovery, 
granting the strike conditions aren't 
more severe. A settlement is un- 
derstood nearing. Winter vacation- 
ists are starting to return, and that 
should help, too. 

Week-end trade was much better 
than the earlier days last week in- 
dicated and the leaders sold out. 
There were no sudden closings 
Saturday, and none are definitely 
carded this week. 

‘Dear Old Darling’ had a hearty 
premiere at the Alvin last week but, 
entering when attendance was on 
the downgrade, the first week was 
$11,000, under expectations. ‘Sweet 
Aloes,’ at the Booth, is a doubtful 
English import. ‘The Fields Beyond,’ 
Mansfield, was panned. No per- 
formance this week, but manage- 
ment plans to reopen. Of the other 
newer plays ‘The Postman Always 
Rings Twice’ was quoted at over 
$6,000, but needs better money. 
‘Love on a Dole’ is weak at less than 
$5,000, and will move to another 
house. 

Three matinees, no Monday night 
idea has been further extended, half 
a dozen shows now being on that 
basis. 

Musicals continue the hardest hit, 
but the closing of two last week is 
expected to help the four survivors. 

No new shows are carded for 
Broadway next week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (16th 
week) (C-1,059; $3.85). Monday of 
last week was decidedly off, but 
picked up in pace and got around 
$18,000. 

‘Call It a Day,’ Morosco (7th week) 
(C-961; $3.30). Extra matinee last 
week helped gross to about §$16,- 
500; Guild has two current comedy 
winners, ‘Day’ and ‘End of Sum- 
mer.’ 

‘Case of Clyde Griffiths,’ Barry- 
more (ist week) (D-1,096; $3.30). 
Presented by Group Theatre and 
Milton Shubert; written by Erwin 
Piscator and Lena Goldschmidt; 
opens tonight. 

‘Children’s Hour,’ Elliot (69th 
week) (D-957; $3.30). Somewhat 
affected by elevator strike, but 
matinee strength keeping holdover 
in profit division. 


‘Co-Respondent Unknown,’ Ritz 
(5th week) (CD-918; $3.30). Was 
improving until conditions inter- 
fered; approximated $6,000 last 


week to probable profit. 

‘Dead End,’ Belasco (20th week) 
(D-1,000; $3.30). Dipped under 
$15,000 for the first time this win- 
ter; off with field early last week 
but closed to capacity. 

‘Dear Old Darling,’ Alvin (2d 
week) (C-1,355; $3.30). Drew favor- 
able press; business first week un- 
der expectations, though profitable 
at around $11,000 

‘End of ctummer,’ Guild (4th 
week) (C-914; $3.30). Virtually 
getting capacity with subscriptions 
in first five weeks; approximately 
$14,500. 

‘Ethan Frome,’ National (9th 
week) (C-957; $3.30). Felt the 
strike as much as others and 
dipped; slightly over $10,000; should 
last well into spring, however. 

‘First Lady,’ Music Box (16th 
week) (C-1,000; $3.30). Socked by 





Louisville Goes Full Week Stand 
For Road,’ but Biz Way Off, $6,100 


Louisville, March 10. 
the first time in years Louis- 


ville had a legitimate show in for a| 
Road,’ | 
lead | 


| 

| 

{ . 

| For 
' 

| full week stand. ‘Tobacco 
with Charles Timblin in the 
role. was the attraction at the Me- 
morial Audtiorium last week. 


'bh.o., however, grossing only 
f¢ six night and two matinee per- 
formances. Show received a lot of 


| publicity, particularly after a local 
lcivic organization protested to the 
| mayor, asking 
| Irving Becker, 


that it be 
company manager, 


invited a committee from the club} 
and | 


lio «6attend «the performance 


° . . } 
jurged them to bring their wives) 
Only one mem- | 
‘ber of the committee accepted, and|to Tuncheon clubs, etc., 
i week, 


|along as his guests. 


ihe wrote a letter to local news- 


Play was a disappointment at the | 
$6,100 | 


papers later stating that he could | 
see nothing wrong with the play. 
Curious sidelight on the engage- 
ment was the fact that colored pat- 
rons were more numerous than they | 


| 


have been for the usual traveling | 
jattractions here. Show is about 
‘pore white trash’ and has no col- | 
ored characters. | 
‘Dodsworth’ is set for a matinee 
land night performance Thursday | 
(12) and, from advance saie and 


reservations should do almost as| 


| much business on the date as ‘Road’ | 
closed. | did on its full week. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Tobacco Road’ (Auditorium; 2,350- 


$2.20 top). Got publicity, but with | 
lreverse English effect, Only $6,100 | 
at the gate. Timblin made talks 


during the | 
. i 
but no aice, 





} more; 


strike first four days, but closed 
week with a rush and topped $15,- 
000; about $2,000 under previous 
pace, 

‘Fresh Fields,’ Empire (sth week) 
(D-1,099; $3.30). Modest money for 
English comedy, which may last 
into spring; around $4,500. 

‘Jumbo,’ Hippodrome (17th week) 
(M-4,327; $3.30). Box office receipts 
around $30,000 and, with radio coin, 
weekly takings approximate $37,- 
500, 

‘Lady Precious Stream,’ 49th 
(7th week) (D-700; $3.30). 
novelty not so good after moving 
here from Booth; $2,500 estimated, 
but costs little to operate. 

‘Libel,’ Henry Miller (13th week) 
(D-944; $3.30). Polite English court- 
room meller not much affected last 
week; bettered $8,500 and operated 
to profit. 

‘Love on the Dole,’ Shubert (3rd 
week) (CD-1,368; $3.30). Despite 
press attention this British poverty 
play attracting smali coin; less 
than $5,000 indicated last week; 
‘Idiot’s Delight’ due soon. 

‘May Wine,’ St. James (15th week) 
(M-1,520; $3.85). Operating nut re- 
vised downward and _ chorusless 
musical bettering even break around 
$9,000. 

‘Moon Over Mulberry St.,’ 44th 
St. (27th week) (D-1,325; $3.30). 
Cut rater did not drop much and 
isn't getting much; around $3,000 
last week. 

*‘Mulatto,’ Vanderbilt (21st week) 
(D-804; $3.30), Ditto for mixed cast 
drama. 

‘Night of Jan. 16th,’ Ambassador 
(26th week) (D-1,156; $2.75). Com- 
pletes sixth month this week; profit- 
able trade but down to around 
$7,000; last weeks announced. 

‘One Good Year,’ Fulton (16th 
week) (C-913; $3.30). Low grosser 
manages to get by; estimated 
around $3,000; costs little. 

‘Postman Always Rings Twice,’ 
Lyceum (3rd week) (D-957: $3.30). 
Quoted over $6,000, with fairly good 
week-end; must improve to operate 
profitably. 

‘Pride and Prejudice,’ Plymouth 
(19th week) (D-1,046; $3.30). 
Slipped with others last week, with 
takings around $12,000 mark; low- 
est gross to date. 

‘Russet Mantle,’ Masque (8th 
week) (C-900; $3.30). Felt the bad 
going, too, with gross approximat- 
ing $6,000; has been doing moder- 
ately well. 

‘Star Spangled,’ Golden (1st 
week) (D-1,046; $3.30). Presented by 
Arthur Hopkins; written by Robert 
Ardrey; well regarded at try-out; 
opened last night. 

‘Sweet Aloes,’ Booth (2nd week) 
(CD-708; $3.30). Opened last mid- 
week to mild press; fair Saturday, 
but staying chances in doubt. 

‘Scandals,’ New Amsterdam (12th 
week) (R-1,717; $4.40). With mu- 
sical field narrowed way down, re- 
vue should pick up; under $17,000 
last week. 

‘The Fields Beyond,’ Mansfield. 
Opened late last week and rated 
doubtful; no performances this 
week but claimed resumption next 
week. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Play- 
house (59th week) (C-869; $3.30). 
Lowest figure of engagement last 
week; about $9,500; long run com- 
edy should come back; company 
touring Midwest topped $17,000.. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (119th 
week) (C-1,017; $1.65). Still making 
money here and out of town; paced 
over $8,060 last week. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst 
(12th week) (D-1,118; $3.30). Af- 
fected only in the number of stan- 
dees present; even topped most 
musicals last week, with gross bet- 
ter than $23,000. 

‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ Winter Garden 
(7th week) (R-1,425: $5.50). Dis- 
tinctly under expectations so far, 
but should benefit by musical scarc- 
ity; $29,000 claimed last week. 

Revivals 

‘Saint Joan, Martin Beck; illness 
of Katharine Cornell set opening 
back until Monday (9%). Highly 


lauded, 
WPA 

‘Conjure Man Dies,’ Lafayette; 
Harlem relief unit opened new 
show tonight; ‘Walk Together 
Chillun’ closed Saturday. 

‘American Holiday,’ Manhattan; 
will be followed by ‘Murder in The 
Cathedral’ next week, 

‘Chalk Dust,’ Daly’s 63rd Street 
(Experimental theatre); rather well 
regarded, 


St. 
Chinese 


‘Woman of Destiny,’ Willis 
(Bronx); managerial relief try-out. 
\‘Triple A Ploughed Under,’ Bilt- 


living newspaper’ slated to 
J 


open Saturday. 





DETROIT THEATRE UNION 


Detroit, March 10. 
With its first production, ‘Peace 
on Earth,’ a success the New Thea- 
tre Union here is now working on 
Clifford Odet’s ‘Awake and Sing.’ 
Edwin Gramercy, who directed 
the first play, will also be in charge 
of the new production. 
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Half a Dozen $100,000 Tours This Year 
By Individual Concert Attractions 


Top earners in concert field this Russian Operas to CBS 





winter include Kirsten Flagstad, 
* Nelson Eddy, Jascha Heifetz, Serge 


‘ : im Operas by  Shostakovitch and 
Rachmaninoff, Fritz Kreisler, most alt Krennikov will be broadcast over 
of whom are in the average $100,000 | CBS on March 22 and April 5 from 
gross earnings class. with an ap-| Moscow. First of a series of three 


proximate quota of 50 personal dates | was aired last Sunday (8) with cer- 


filled. Names of Lawrence Tibbett, | tain portions of ‘Song of the River 
Lily Pons and Grace Moore are| Don’ chorus from ‘Quiet Flows the 
missing because of their week]; Don.’ It was played by the Soviet 
broadcast chores and picture assign- | Radio Commission's Symphony or- | 


ments, which curtailed lengthy | chestra, with duets by Victor Men- 

touring schedules. |shinin and Maria Gagarina, and | 
Miss Flagstad who's rated No. 1| solos by Sergei Sladkopevtsev. 

diva this year will have filled over! Programs are in co-operation with 

50 engagements by the end of the} the Russian Broadcasting Company. 


season, with gross intake set at ap- - 


‘oximately $100,000. She's also tie ‘. 
racine pro Bo tie a, a a saat: Kansas City Karl Krueger 
Burns at Music Critic; 


ropolitan Opera, N. Y., it being only 
her second and considered 
a sure-fire draw for all perform- 
ances. On the road, she’s 
steady sell-out. Her tour next sea- | 
son is to be shortened somewhat, s¢ 
the personal ap- 
business and wear herself Kansas Citv, March 10. | 

Luigi Vaiani, music critic of the | 
Journal-Post, has been barred from 
rehearsals of the Kansas City Phil- 
harmonie orchestra because of com- 
ments made by him on the orches- 
tra’s performances during the pres- 
ent season which upset Karl Krue- 
ger, conductor. At the Thursday 
rehearsal Brown Schoenheit, or- 
chestra manager, informed Vaiani ! 
that because of his criticisms of the 
orchestra and because he was 
‘against Mr. Krueger’ he was not 
welcome at the rehearsal, and that 
the conductor had instructed that 
he scram or otherwise the rehearsal 
would be stopped. 

Next day Vaiani and W. Laurence 
Dickey, editor of the Journal-Post, 
who accompanied him to the re- 
hearsal hall, were advised that Paul 
ironer, orchestra chairman, had in- 
structed that either Vaiani be ad- 
mitted or that all rehearsals for the 
remainder of the season be con- 
ducted with no _ visitors present. 
Conductor Krueger chose the lat- 
ter plan. 

Vaiani has been music critie for 
the paper for 14 years. 


season, 


been a | 


as not to overdo 
pearance 
out. 

Eddy’s rise to the first group has 
been due largely to his film clicks. 
On tour he’s filled 48 dates which 
also places him in the coin class of 
concert names. He's the matinee idol 
magnet in the hinterland especially. 

Of the instrumentalists, Heifetz, 
Rachmaninoff and Kreisler have been 
the big performers. Heifetz played 
45 eoncerts; Rachmaninoff, 32, and 
Kreisler, 48. Their earnings are 
slightly less than the $100,000 mark, 
but they’re close. 

Of the novelties, the Vienna Boys’ 
Choir in 138-weeks of touring has 
grossed around $60,000. 


RICHARD CROOKS TOP 
NAME AT COLUMBIA, S.C. 


Spartanburg, S. C., March 10. 

Columbia, S. C., holds its second 
annual musical festival April 3-4. 
Bookings include “Richard Crooks, 
National Symphony with Hans 
Kindler, and Shandon Choral So- 
ciety of 125 singers, plus Harold 
Bauer, pianist. 

Tickets start at 75 cents and 
range to two bucks, with a season 
pasteboard for three dollars. 


Tiller at the Opera 


Paris, March 2. 

Tiller specialist, Helena Greasley, 
has crashed the hitherto sacred 
ballet of the Paris: Opera to give 
lessons in kicking to the girls who 
up to now have done nothing but 
classic toe stuff. 

English line work was required 
for a gala at the Opera in which 
the ballet was to work. Miss 
Greasley, who puts on the dances 
at the Casino de Paris and who 
learned her stuff from John Tiller, 
was summoned. 











Massine on Own? 


Miami, March 10. 

Leonide Massine here with Monte 
Carlo Ballet Russe is reported 
forming his own company next win- 
ter, with Serge Lifar in the person- 
nel. Entire troupe will be formed in 
Europe, though a few U. S. dancers 
may be selected. First appearance 
would be in January, probably in 
Paris. 

Massine is chief choreographer 
with De Basil's company. 











Tacoma WPA Concerts 


Tacoma, March 10. 

WPA’s Tacoma concert band and 
orchestra is completing bookings for 
various dates. Already the Federal 
relief orchestra has played at va- 
rious CCC camps. Veterans’ dances 
and civic clubs. The band will play 
summer dates in parks and on pub- 
lic squares. 

Arnold Leverenz, supervisor, is 
using city hall annex for rehearsals. 





Sun Outdraws Concert 
St. Louis, March 10. 


Second annual St. Louis Sym-/|No admission charges have as yet 
phony Orchestra pension fund, | been made for concerts held, 


headlined by George Gershwin, was 
enriched around $2,200 (net) Sunday 
(1) in Opera House of Municipal 
Auditorium. While sum _ realized 
this year was trifle below that of 
last year it is believed that fine 
Spring day, after weeks of severe 
weather, served to cut down attend- 
ance. 

Balcony and gallery of opera 
house was sold out but lower floor 





Phila. Orch. Date Changes 


Philadelphia, March 10. 

Changes in itinerary for Philadel- 
phia Orchestra's forthcoming tour 
include addition of date in Evans- 
ville, April 19. Altered dates are 
Birmingham instead of Shreveport, 
April 22; Little Rock instead of 
Tulsa, April 23; El Paso, April 
instead of April 26; Milwaukee from 


25, 





was only comfortably filled, Gersh- | May 10 to May 11. 

win, who donated services, won Still under negotiation are dates 
ovation with his ‘Concerto in F” and | for Minneapolis, May 10; Phoenix, 
leading ork with ‘Porgy § andj| April 26; Lincoln or MHoldredge 


Bess’ suite. 
of Vladimir 


Symphony under baton | (Neb.), 


May 7. 
Golschmann played | 





> Tschaikowsky’s ‘Pathetic’ symphony. | ‘Miss Mocre of the Met’ 
Grace Moore's billing while tour- | 
. ° ing for the next few weeks plays 
Tito Schipa Settles fe the Metropolitan Opera Co. with 
Washington, March 10. | radio and screen credits in smater 
Tito Schipa, Los Angeles opera | type. 


warbler, agreed to pay the Federal) ‘This despite she’s done only two 
Government a little more than half | wet, appearances this vear at 

of what was demanded in back} fet, : 
taxes for 1932, while his wife, Aas | 

toinetie, made a like settlement of | 

a contested deficiency assessment. | 


Ted Shawn and his company of 

a $619 claim|eight male dancersy have 

wife sliced a booked to show April % at Jerusa- 
‘jem Temple, New Orleans. 


down to $390 and his 
$591 bill down to $362. 


the | 


been | 


250 TOUR WITH MET 


Rochester, Baltimore To 
Be Visited 





Boston, 


| When the Metropolitan Opera, N. 
Y. begins its annual spring tour 
next week, there'll be approxi- 
mately 250 in the company includ- 
ing 60 singers, 40 ballet dancers and 
symphony of 75 pieces, plus stage- 
hands and assistants. 


Dates include Boston, March 22- 





| 28; Rochester, March 30 and Balti- 
| more, April 2-3-4, 





87 NIGHTS FOR ST LOUIS; 


SCHWAB AGAIN HEADS 


March 10. 
will open 
and season 


St. Louis, 
Municipal season 
Friday evening, June 5, 
will run for 87 consecutive 
an increase of three over number 


opera 


nights, | 


12 productions, with opening pres- | 


entation having run of 10 evenings. 
Repertory this year will include 
many of favorite operettas, includ- 
ing lighter musical plays, a comic 


| 

during last few years. There will be 
| . . 

opera and possibly a premiere pro- 


Bars Rehearsal Visits | orcs, 270 Possitiy, & premie 


Laurence Schwab, Broadwa&y pro- 
ducer, who became with 
Municipal Opera organization last 


associated 


rector. His casting director, Rich- 
tions of stage, screen and radio per- 
formers during winter with view of 
introducing new personalities in 
casts this summer. 
are expected to be seen from week 
to. week, 


Rose 
(Continued from page 1) 


of topflight talent, Offers of $10,000 to 
$15,000 will be made to people such 
as Mae West, Fred Astaire, Grace 
Moore, Burns and Allen, Whiteman, 


Lombardo, Vallee, Jack Benny, 
Major Bowes, Wayne King, Glen 
Gray and Ray Noble. Rose will 


function through two or three of 
the major booking agencies. notably 
William Morris, Jr. and Johnny 
Hyde of the Moon's office. 

Among the sundry stunts which 
Rose will contrive will be an out- 
door theatre-restaurant to seat 
5,000, a sort of open-air version of 
his Casino dé Paree. 

Show itself will be labeled 
‘Frontier Frolics’ (unless another 
title suggests itself) and may ulti- 
mately be toured for further insti- 
tutional ballyhoo on behalf of the 
Texas-Oklahoma sector. Both states 
are to be Ned Alvordized with 
paper, ‘For education go to Dal- 
las, for entertainment come to Fort 
Worth.’ 

The Texas Centennial at Dallas 
opens June 6 and runs until Nov. 
15. It may-be run into a second 
year, aS was the Chicago expo. The 
Fort Worth celebration is merely 
an entertainment proposition under 
the tag of ‘Frontier Centennial.’ 
It opens July 1 and runs until 
Oct. 15. Cities are 37 miles apart 
and competitive in their rivalry 
and home-town pride, 





Hollywood, March 10. 

Rufus LeMaire returned yester- 
ped (Monday) from Fort Worth 
where he made a deal for Billy 
tose to produce a western show for 
the Fort Worth Frontier Celebra- 
tion, running 122 days starting July 
1, which is three weeks after the 
Texas Centennial in Dallas opens. 
Rose will get $100,000 for his work. 
Many headliners will be used, re- 
gardless of price, and change every 
week or two, with LeMaire, who 
leaves Metro Friday (14) for the 





Kirstein to Coast 


Lincoln Kirstein, director of 
American Ballet flies to the Coast 
this week to huddle on film deals. 
MGM and Radio are reported inter- 
ested in using the U. S. troupe in a 
musical. 

Also arrangements are to be made 
for the company to appear in Holly- 
wood Bowl this summer, under 
| George Balanchine's direction. Dr. 
Bender is accompanying 





| Milton 
Kirstein. 





Israels’ Ethiop Spiel 

Josef Israels II, returned to New 
| York fr». a lecture tour this week. 
| Talked on his recent Ethiopian ex- 
perience. He appeared as far west 
|}as Salt Lake City. 

Following a few days lay-over, he 
| goes out again to fill a few more 
platform dates, 


New principals | 
’ | All last week letters came in 


| year, again will be productions di- | 


ard Berger, has been holding audi- | 


| ment would be a futile 


| there 


10,060 Seats for Opera 
Lincoln, March 10. 

So-called Chicago Civic Opera 
|with Coe Glade, will give a per- 
formance here in the Coliseum, | 
March 31. This is promotion ol 
Mrs. Florence Gardnet who has 
been handling affairs of this kind 
for the past five years. It is the 
first opera here in more than two 
years. 

Large seating capacity of the 
Coliseum (10,000) makes possible a 
low price range and a resultant pull 
from music lovers all over Ne- 


| waengler. as 
Toscanini as general musical direc- | 


Coe Glade Heads 


Touring Opera Co, 





Now Five Opera Companies Out of Chicago 
—Some Tabloid 





braska. 


Furtwaengler of Berlin 
Draws Fire; Friends Say 
Criticism Unwarranted 


Since announcing Wilhelm Furt- 


successor to 


New York Philharmonic 
members of the board 
swamped with 


tor of the 
Symphony, 
have been protests. 
to the 
the forthcoming 
one from the 
and that 


effect that 


standpoint of attendance, 


was general dislike 
lof the newly appointed director 
coming from Germany. 





agency business, to do the booking. | 


| 








At one point it was rumored that 
theeboard would have to change its 
decision. To offset the 
board made public a cable from the 
leader who's now in Cairo, Egypt: 

‘IT am not Berlin 
but conduct as guest. My 
only music.’ 

Appointment was made with Tos- 
canini’s personal approval, he 


squawks 


chief of Opera, 


job is 


as- 


serting that Furtawengler is one of 


the foremost living conductors 
day, and that New York music 
lovers would be well served. Furt- 
waengler as a matter of fact 


to- 


also musicians. Toscanini is gen- 
erally credited with being very lib- 
eral on political and humanitarian 
matters, 


Damrosch’s New Tune 


Walter Damrosch 
orchestra of 80 pieces on April 3 at 
the Metropolitan Opera, N. Y., hon- 
oring the National 
Music Educators. Will direct 
new composition ‘Abraham Lincoln’ 


Arturo | 


engase- | 


because 


has | 
only recently been restored to favor | 
in Berlin as he contended Jews were | 


will direct an}! 


Conference of 
his 


> —_——— 


| 

| Chicago, March 10. 

| Coe Glade is to head a grand 
| opera company bearing her name. 


| Says she has ample finances, a Mid- 
|} dle West route already booked, ‘Car. 
men’ and 


ind 


‘Rigoletto’ in rehearsal 
complete casi 
March 23 at 
Orpheum with ‘Carmen.’ 

Isaac Van Grove is to head or- 
and to 


With open 


Alii 


Minn ‘Apo 


set for 


‘hestra stage revivals fo 
She lists as under con- 
Matyas, Helen Freund. 
bank, Turner, Sid- 


ney Raynor, Joseph Royer, F 


Glade outfit. 
itract Maria 
Janet ah Lola 
rederic 
City 
Lundgren as 
Matyas, 
Freund in J. B. 
roster, and Royer 
in A. F. Thaviu's tab ‘Rigoletto.’ 
toute after Minneapolis is given 
is St. Paul, Des Moines, Davenport, 


Jencks, all 1935 singers in 
Harviet 
dancer. 


and 


Opera, and 


principal Misses 
Fairbank, 
DeWKevser's 


also, 


Dubuque, Cedar Rapids, Rochestet 

(Minn.), Omaha and Lincoln. 
Addition of Miss Glade’s ven- 

ture—which will be billed as Chi- 


cago Opera Productions — makes 
‘our grand-opera troupes in activity 
in the Mid-West De- 
Kevser’s Chicago Carlo, 
and Detroit others, 
PW A’s 


“pro)j- 


territory. B. 
Opera, 
Civie are 


This takes no 


San 
the 


account of 


‘Carmen’ through the Peoria 


ect.’ 


Suggests Bill Robinson 
‘For German Summer Event 


German art representatives are in 
| New York lining up dance attrac- 
|} tions for summer festivals on the 


other side. One impresario recom- 
mended Martha Graham, No. 1 mod- 
| ernist, and Bill 
| Meanwhile, Russia's contemplated 
| summer dance session has been can- 
celled altogether for this year. 
Visiting agents are reported having 


tobinson, 


|trouble getting dance headliners to 
| journey across this summer. More 
j}activity and less politics in U.S.A, 


| Martha Graham Clings to 
| Policy of Strict Dignity 


Martha Graham departs on a 
cross-country tour this week, which 
will take her to the Coast under 
Frances Hawkins direction. 

She's nixed all requests for 
hoo stunts while touring. Has new 
photographs taken in action but 
that’s the only unbending she'll per- 
mit, 


bally- 





for baritone solo, chorus and or- 

chestra, which is based on Walt AN ’ 

Whitman's poem, ‘Oh Captain, My | N ARBOR'S BIG SPLURGE 

Captain.’ we : ss ’ 
NBC orchestra will play, ana! ily Pons, _Stokowski and Eight 

Theodore Webb will sing the solo! Soloists at Festival 


part. Chorus is to be comprised of 
400 high school students. 





Lillian Shapero on Own 


Lillian Shapero, former Martha 
Graham dancer, will present a dance 
program Sunday night, March 22, at 
the Civic Repertory. She created 
the dances for the Yiddish Art The- 
atre, including ‘Yoshe Kalb.’ 

Maurice Rauch will accompany 
her. 





Strike 


(Continued from page 1) 


whence is drawn a sizable portion 


of the patronage. Those houses 
where strikebreakers or volunteer 
elevator chauffeurs man the lifts 


usually warn tenants to be back be- 
fore midnight, or else. 
enough to keep 'em in the nabe pic- 
ture houses for their 
wants. 

Theatres complained there was no 
authority in back of the newspaper 
yarns and protest from the Theatre 
League resulted in a 
check up on the source. 


t nderstood 


promise to 


the report emanated 
from a ticket agency. The brokers 
were affected by cancellations when 
elevators in class apartment houses 
stopped running. However it was 
indicated the report may have been 


inspired. Although it was claimed | 
advance sales had been affected, 


promise of settlement of the strike 


jearly this week, cleared the atmos- 
phere. 


That's | 


amusement | 


Detroit, 

Headed by Lily Pons, nine solo- 
ists will take part in the annual 
Ann Arbor May Festival. Leopold 
Stokowski and the 100-piece Phil- 
adelphia Symph will give six con- 
certs during the fete, including 
Verdi's ‘Requiem,’ with cast of oper- 
atic singers, and Elgar's ‘Caracta- 
cus.’ 

Other soloists include Rose Bamp- 
ton, Paul Althouse, Efrem Zimbalist, 
Giovanni Martinelli, Jeanette Vree- 
land, Keith Kalkner, Harold Bauer 
and Palmer Christian, organist. The 
University Choral Union will par- 
ticipate in two programs, while Juva 
Higbee will present a young people's 
|chorus in an afternoon concert. 
| Miss Pons appeared in the 1931 fes- 

tival, 


March 10. 





| “i 

| . 

| Nashville’s lst Ballet Taste 

Nashville, March 109. 
Basil's Ballet Russe 
house at its one per- 
formance at Ryman Auditorium here 

| March 2, 

| De Basil ballet is the first organi- 

{zation presenting the classic dance 

ito visit Nashville since the Pavley- 

|Oukrainsky and Pavlowa companies 


j 


| were touring, 


| Col. W. de 
;}drew a $3,200 


Carola Goya's appearance in Salt 
; Lake City March 19 in Kingsbury 
hall on the University of Utah 
campus is sponsored by the exten- 
sion division of the  universit) 
| Beatrice Burford, harpist, assisti! 

‘the senorita, 
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Pantomime Flop a Mystery 
—Soerrowing for King’s 
Death Over—‘Follow Sun’ 


FENGLISH LEGIT BIZ OKA 








$25,000, playing twice daily. Al- 
though making money, biz not up to 
usual annual panto takings. 
‘Fritzi,’ Shaftesbury. Terminated 
| eight weeks’ run after transferring 
from the Adelphi to make room for 


| the Cochran revue, but never in the 
money. Title and everything else 
against it. Closed to $3,000, to be 


replaced by ‘Promise,’ 
Bernstein play. 

‘Jack and the Beanstalk,’ 
Lane. Just terminated 
and a half weeks to disappointing 
trade, with management seriously 
thinking of abandoning annual pan- 
tomime policy. Estimated drop is 


new Henri 


Drury 
eight 


$26,500, ‘Night Must Fall’: around $25,000, which is plenty con- 


$6,000, ‘Please Teacher’ 
$15,000, ‘Seeing Siars’ 
$12,500, ‘Three Men’ $10,- 
000, All Capacity 


MUCH OPTIMISM 


London, March 2. 

Business as a whole in West End 
legit is pretty well set, with the 
outlook better Top 
ple are still abstaining, but grad- 
ually coming out of their retire- 
ment. 

There is an air of optimism among 
producers which plainly reveals the 
outlook to be 
Primary reason for this attitude is 
the King’s special wish that normal 
conditions should prevail as quickly 
as possible, with the people in gen- 


eral taking the hint. 

Most surprising thing this year 
has been the pantomime flop. This 
seems to have been a local calamity, 
as reports from the provinces are 
that, with the exception of the 
King’s funeral week, panto business 
has been normal, Not so in the 
West End. The two annuals at 
Drury Lane and the Lyceum were 


than ever. peo- 


most encouraging. 


both hit during the calamitous 
period and stayed that way, with no 
sign of recovery. This resulted in 


the Drury Lane folding after eight 
and a half weeks, and the Lyceum 
lingering for two and a half weeks 
more, making record short runs for 
both houses. 

Show people with a _ thorough 
knowledge of the business are at a 
loss to account for these flops; al- 
though some claim it is due to 
present day kids having become too 
sophisticated. Situation is so pre- 
carious that there is serious talk of 
there being no pantomime in the 
West End next year, which would be 
unprecedented, Last year they were 
Okay, 


Approximate Grosses 
(At $5 to the £1) 


‘Anthony and Anna,’ Whitehall 
(15th week), Flopped to $2,000 on 
opening, but to keep the house open 
management came to arrangements 
With the cast to work on percent- 
age. Luck of show seems to have 
changed, and cast now getting 50% 
above salary, about $5,000, 

‘Catiline,’ Royalty (2nd week). 
This less known Ibsen work does 
not seem to have caught on. Doing 
a bare $2,000, which is n. g., even 
for this out of the way house. Will 
linger a while, till management gets 
something else. 

‘At the Silver Swan,’ Palace (2nd 
week). Old fashioned musical by a 
new producing company, starring 
Delysia. Despite a galaxy of names, 
seems doomed to failure. First week 
well below $6,000, which is way in 
red. 

‘Distinguished Gathering,’ Cam- 
bridge (13th week). Transferred 
from St. Martin's, and here on a 
percentage arrangement, but 
maki:g money. Around $3,000, less 
than an even break. Waiting to pick 
up, with chances slim. 

‘Espionage,’ Apollo (18th week). 
Still yielding good profit at around 
$6,000. Not intended to stay much 
longer, with closing date probably 
around middle March and Walter 
Hackett, author, already framing a 
new vehicle. 

‘Follow the Sun,’ Adelphi 
week). This is one of C. B. Coch- 
ran'’s most ambitious revues, cost- 
ing $100,000 before curtain rise, and 
is definitely in the money. There 
are always adverse rumors about 
Cochran's big shows, and this is no 
exception. Depite scandalmongers, 
show is doing absolute capacity 
nights, playing to $3,600 nightly 
With slightly less for matinees. Top- 
ping $26,500 and heading all West 

End grosses. 

‘Forty Thieves,’ Lyceum (8th 
week), Around $20,000 and has done 


(4th 


not ; 


sidering that in years gone by 
profits were around $50,000 yearly. 

‘Lady Precious tream,’ Little 
(2nd year). One of those prestige 
things which takes little to operate. 





Hence the length of run. Doing 
| $2,500 and getting by. 

| “Mary Tudor,’ Playhouse. Cele- 
brating 100th performance this 


week, but not much cause for cele- 
bration as not a big money maker, 
although not expensive to operate. 
Flora Robson only name in cast. On 
a two-for-one basis, making slight 
profit at $3,500. Likely to linger. 

‘Nina,’ Criterion (22nd week). 
Weak vehicle served to introduce 
Lucie Mannheim, latest German 
refugee. Has fared well, at times 
doing near $6,000, but now dropped 
to $4,000, which still profitable. 
Closing in a fortnight. 

‘Night Must Fall,’ Duchess (44th 
week). Still very much alive. Has 
been one of the season's hits, and 
will pack ’em in as long as Emlyn 
Williams, author and leading man, 
cares to stay. Show will go to 
America this year, conditional on 
Williams playing his original role. 
Steady $6,000, which is practically 
capacity here, 


‘No Exit,’ St. Martin’s (2nd 
week). Looks like a fair sized 


click, as is type of mystery which 
has following. First week’s take 
under $4,500, but house is small, 
which makes it fair going. 

‘Petticoat Fever,’ Daly’s (2nd 
week). Dennis King’s show was not 
well liked by the critics, with most 
of them displeased by King’s rendi- 
tion of the comedy role. Not doing 
much, and not likely to stay long. 

‘Please Teacher,’ Hippodrome 
(21st week). Still doing real busi- 
ness. With exception of mourning 
period has been grossing steady 
$15,000 per week. Will stay till early 
summer, when Bobby Howes in- 
tends a trip to America to appear in 
‘Yes, Madam,’ his former Hippo- 
drome show. Tour will be under 
direction of Jack Walier and Jack 
Curtis. 

‘Romeo and Juliet,” New (18th 
week). With John Gielgud and 
Laurence Olivier alternating as 
Romeo, has attracted plenty of fol- 


lowing. Over $12,500 weekly, and 
no sign of slackening. Looks good 


for some months. 

‘Russian Ballet,’ Duke of York’s 
(10th week). Markova-Anton Dolin 
season, with management claiming 
good grosses, but really just fair at 
around $4,000, even at two-for-one, 
Being replaced by a three week’s 
season of Fay Marbe recital, sup- 
ported by Jack Harris band from 
Cafe de Paris. 

‘Seeing Stars,’ Gaiety (16th week). 
Loss of leading lady, Florence Des- 
mond, through illness, has made lit- 


tle difference to the take. Still 
around $12,500, which is $3,500 
profit weekly. Looks good for some 
time. 


‘Someone At The Door,’ Comedy 
(34th week). Two-for-one house, 
with small overhead. Show has 
made some money, but is now 
hovering around $3,000, which barely 
covers the overhead, despite actors 
being on a cut; folding in three 
weeks. 

‘Storm In a Teacup,’ Haymarket 
(4th week). Transferred from the 
Royalty and looks in for a stay. Do- 
ing $6,000 and building. With little 
overhead, seems sure for a long run. 

1066 and All That,’ Strand (42nd 
week). In the money after a slow 
opening. Doing around $7,500, with 
$6,000 the getting-out figure. 

‘The Dominant Sex,’ Aldwych. In 
its second year, and has made some 
coin, but not much. At present 
lingering to around $4,000 and with 
Cast on a cut and house doing two- 
for-one, about breaking even. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Wynd- 
hams (2nd week). Seems to have set 
the town agog. Libraries have 
bought for eight weeks, having in- 
vested $32,000 at the rate of $4,000 
weekly. Yoing eapacity, which is 
close to $10,000. Jack Waller and 
Alex Yokel all smiles. 

‘The Limping Man,’ Sayville (iith 
week). Transferred from the Phoe- 
nix, where it played two-for-one, 
with similar policy here. Limping 
badly despite cuts in salary and 
admission erica: $3,500, with man- 
agement looking for a new produc- 
tion. a 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ Phoenix (ith 
week). Noel Coward series of plays. 











TWO FAIR, ONE 


NSG IN LONDON 


——_-—- 


London, March 10. 
‘Dusty Ermine,’ 
opened at the Comedy Friday (6). 
It has 


played, 


comedy drama, 


witty dialog and is 
although it seems psycho- 
Likely to turn out 
a commercially salable play. 

‘Children to Bless You’ opened at 
Ambassador’s Tuesday (3). It isa 
partially amusing comedy, which 
was well received by the first night- 
ers, mostly due to good acting. 

‘Red Night’ opened at Queen’s 
Wednesday (4). It is a war play and 
a sort of cross between ‘Journey’s 
End’ and ‘Better Ole.’ Not likely to 
get anywhere. Robert Donat 
financed it and stars in it, which 
may help it at the b. o, for a while. 


PALLADIUM POLICY 
SET FOR THE YEAR 


London, March 2, 
policy for this year 


logically wrong. 





Palladium 
is now complete. 


New ‘Crazy’ show which opens 
March 11, with the theatre closed 
the first two days of the week for 
final rehearsals. Show stays till be- 
ginning of June and then house runs 
a couple of months of straight 
vaudeville, figuring it is in a posi- 
tion to get American topliners for 
these months. 

Early August 
show goes in, 


another ‘Crazy’ 
with the usual gang, 
and several American attractions. 
Flanagan and Allen, who are the 
Palladium’s resident comics, are in 
the present show, as well as in the 
August one. During the time the 
Palladium plays vaudeville, the 
team is to make another picture 
for Julius Hagen, which will either 
be an original titled ‘Moneymakers,’ 
or a story based on the comedian’s 
song ‘Underneath the Arches.’ 


New German Plays 


Berlin, March 2. 
‘Ein Maedel von Heute’ (‘A Girl of 
Today’), musical by Neumann- 
North and Herbert Walter, at Comic 
Opera, Berlin. 
‘Anna and Adalbert,’? comedy by 





Siegmund Graff, at Theatre am 
Schiffbauerdamm, Berlin. 
‘Drei Kline Fraeuleins’ (‘Three 


Little Ladies’), operetta by Thea 
Halton, music by Siegfried Schultz, 
at Bielefeld Municipality Theatre. 

‘Ein Sekretaer der Sich Pitter 
Nennt’ (‘A Secretary Who 
Himself Pitter’), comedy by A. 
Schmolz, at Stralsund. 

‘Heirat mit Hindernissen’ (‘Mar- 
riage with Handicaps’), comedy by 
Schmolz and Rister, at Heidelberg 
Town Theatre. 

‘Schwiegersoehne’ (‘Sons in Law’). 
drama by Alexander Paul, at Land- 
wehrkasino Berlin. 





Coward always attracts for a time) 
and with him  personal-ing and 
Gertrude Lawrence co-starred, 
house is packing ’em. Doing steady 
$15,000, capacity. Will undoubtedly 
continue healthily till closing, which 
is in five weeks. 

‘Tovarich,’ Lyric (46th week). No 


sign of weakening. Like all other 
West End attractions it suffered 
with the King’s demise, but soon 


got inte stride again : nd now doing 
around $8,500. Looks like running 
well into the summer. 


‘Tulip Time,’ Aihambra (26th 
week). Has made a moderate 
amount of money on a 14 shows 
weekly basis. Sometimes taking 
were as high as $16,000, but now 
well on the decline, with grosses 


nearer $9,000. Cast on cut and man- 
agement dickering with Jack Taylor 
to play his last year's Blackpool 
revue here, which is at 
touring. 

‘Twenty to One,’ Coliseum (16th 
week). Another of Stoll’s twice- 
nightly shows in the West End; in 


the money in its earlier career but | 


now near the $16,000 mark. 
house expensive to operate, 
hot. New show likely soon. 


not so 


well | 


Calls } 


present | 


With | 


| “~ Culture League 


as 130,000 Members: 


Berlin, March 2. 

Hans Hinkel of the Reichs The- 
atre Chamber, gives the number of 
'members of the Jewish Culture 
League as 130,000. He also states 
that 90% of Jewish actors are 
incorporated in it and only 
| percentage has left Germany 
1933. 

All performances of 
are still prohibited. 


Paris Annual 
Theatre Strike 





since 


this group 








London, March 10. 


Alhambra and ABC in Paris from 
| March 20 on have been notified of 
possible cancellation, due to a pro- 
jected theatre strike in the French 


capital, which would shutter ail 


houses there. 
Theatres in all branches of the 
amusement industry in Paris are 


preparing to shutter, it is under- 
stood, 
Paris, March 10. 

Annual threat of a theatre strike 
here is really serious this time, and 
looks like it may go through unless 
some governmental concession by 
way of lower taxes is granted show- 
men within the next few days. 

Political situation here is gener- 
ally mixed up, anyway, now, with 
elections due, giving the theatre 
owners an excellent chance, they 
feel, to obtain their objective. All 
houses, both film and stage, are 
lined up in the present move. 


NEW THEATRE GROUP 
GETS ROME START 


tome, March 1, 

Dramatic Company of the New 
Theatre, whose motto is ‘Nothing 
Experimental,’ but whose aim is to 
give all worthy new Italian play- 
wrights a break, will start its sea- 
son at the Elisio Theatre. Blay 
chosen for opening is ‘Lunga marcia 
di ritorno’ (‘Long Way Back’) by 
Mario Federicj, who is general di- 
rector of the company. Anton 
Bragaglia will direct. 

Later in the season company will 
devote an evening to three one- 
acters, written—one each—by Luigi 
Pirandello, Massimo Bontempelli, 
and Rosso di San Secondo. Mario 
Pompei and Virgilio Marchi will be 
the directors. 











Back to Legit 


Melbourne, Feb. 11. 

Williamson-Tait’s arty pix try at 
the Comedy comes out this week, 
with a return to legit proposed. Try 
was only so-so on biz. ‘Night Must 
Fall’ will be the new legit, with 
Ethel Morrison, Elane Hammil, and 
Lloyd Lamble featured. 


BIG ANZAC G-S BIZ 
Sydney, Feb. 11. 

Gilbert - Sullivan season just 
closed a run of 18 weeks to absolute 
capacity. Towards the  season’s 
close daily mats came into vogue to 
cope with the biz. 

Troupe will go out on the road 
for Williamson-Tait. 


Kreutzberg to Italy 
Harald Kreutzberg touring under 
| Frances Hawkins list this year, re- 
'turns to Europe on 
series of concert dates, with Italian 
dates set during Easter week. 











| Next year, he goes to South | 
America for a first visit, which may | 
|} keep him so oceunied that he won't! 


| 


| be able to appear in the U 





now 
a small ' 


countries, 


— 


BUT YOU HAVE 
A LOT OF FUN 


March 2. 
all German 


Berlin, 
The one real goal of 


vaude acts, bookings in foreign 


has lost all temptation re- 


cently. With so much fuss about 
getting a date abroad, real trouble 
only starts at that point. It’s the 
visa, the labor permit, the permis- 
sion from the home organization 
‘Reichsfachschaft Deutsche Artistik’ 
to accept the engagement—and still 
more trouble. 

Supposing the date is in Latvia, 
Estland, Poland or Finland it’s sure 
to be a great difficulty to take the 
money earned there out of that 





Threat Again 


All acts bocked from here for the} 


country. Riga, for instance, with 
its many cabarets and the Circus 
Salamonsky, which books many 
acrobatic acts from here, does not 
permit money to be taken out. So, 
as in Soviet-Russia, all the coin 
has to be spent in the country where 
earned. 

Similar restrictions L.. Hungary, 
which under no conditions will per- 
mit its pengoes to go out of the 
country. Austria has lately been 
more complaisant in this respect and 
likewise Denmark and the two other 
Scandinavian countries, Sweden and 
Norway. 

But granted that these countries 
will allow part of the salary to be 
taken out, more trouble starts when 
the acts come home and exchange 
their earnings. Then they discover 
that the Austrian. shilling, the 
Polish zloty, the Danish krone and 
the Latvia lat is only a fraction of 
the German mark. 





Bergner’s Illness 
Costs Cochran 1006, 
Novello Rushed In 


London, March 10. 

Elisabeth Bergner’s new play, 
written by J, M. Barrie, has been 
temporarily abandoned due to her 
with C. B. Cochran taking 
it on the chin for an approximate 
$100,000, not to count possible 
profits. 


Cochran had already arranged for 
a seven-week $70,000 library deal 
on the play. 





illness, 


New Ivor Novello show, ‘The 
Happy Hypocrite,’ adapted by 
Clemence Dane from Max Beer- 


bohm’s novel of the same name, and 
scheduled for a 12-week provincial 
tour, is being rushed to rehearsals 
for His wanecititeniie s to fill the void, 


‘Goes’ hail xe Click 


Sydney, Feb. 11. 
‘Anything Goes,’ first of the new 


Williamson-Tait legits, premiered 
here Feb. 8, and got a splendid re- 
ception. Harry Langdon, Lilian 
Perka, and Cis and Buddy Rogers 
in the leads, met with success. 

New show is well staged and car- 
ries a fine ballet. Show will run 
many weeks here to solid biz. 


ee 


Midget Suit 


Paris, March 2. 
Albert Krauze, midget dancer 
from Lithuania, is suing a local 
circus for firing him after having 
imported him especially to Paris. 
Krauze got the air after a fight 
with the circus owner, who objected 
to the midget using a brand new 
costume in rehearsal. 


NO TRICK 
Melbourne, Feb. i. 
Dante, magician, was given a 

















April 3 for a} 
| ing 


judgment in a case arising over 
breach of contract agreement cover- 


publicity for his recent tour 

| here. 
Howard Porter asked the court 
to grant him $225 for work ale 


ledgedly done for the magish. 
Court said no. 
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Authors’ Meeting March 30 
Authors’ League and Authors’ 


Guild both will have special meet- 
ings on March 30 to vote on new 
constitution and by-laws. Principal 
changes are a matter of new ar- 
rangement for payment of dues and 
transfer to the League of a lot of 
powers now exercised separately by 
the various Guilds. 

Centralization of powers the 
League Council has long been 
bruited and becomes necessary, it 
is claimed, with the widening of the 


Nips Jinx 


Clare Sheridan, from Lon- 
don, sent her publisher, Put- 
nam’s, a cable squawking about 
the release date of her new 
book, ‘Offspring.’ Set for March 
13, which is Friday, and Miss 
Sheridan just couldn't take it. 
Date was switched to 
March 17. 





in 











M. L. Annenberg Expands 


organization to guilds taking in 
practically all writing branches, and Expansion of the publishing prop- 
with the fact that members now | erties of Radio Guide, owned by M. 
practically are forced to belong to|L. Annenberg, is currently afoot, 
several different guilds if work- | with an unnamed film fan mag} 
ing in more than one writing me-|slated for appearance April 24. | 
dium. Editing will be ‘done by Ernest V. |] 
New manner of dues payment is | Hey who is resigning his east- | 
completely radical. Instead of the! ern editorship of Photoplay and 
flat yearly payment of $25 a year,| Movie Mirror (both Macfadden). | 
as at present, members would pay | pub will come out monthly and sell ; 
$10 a year minimum, wiih the'scale | for 10¢. 
sliding up on members who earn Later a romance and other mags | 
more. Those earning less than) wij] also be added, but no date} 
$2,500 a year from writing (regular | definitely set on these as yet. Rx. | 
salaries excluded) would pay the | pansion brings Ed Zoty, erstwhile 
$10 fee, others would pay more on | for some of the 


circulation manager 


, 
seven ciasses 
vel i | Mact 


a graduating scale, in s ‘adden mags and more recently 


a Rie sige se Ler gtd esit publisher of Mademoiselle, in as 
members of the Dramatists Guilds | Annenberg's circulation manager. 
psi also to be. assembled 15 Opening of a New York advertising 
similar manner on a graduating : ‘ ‘ . 
seals office has resulted in the appoint- 
en, ment of Jack Hamilton as manager. 
; Walter Ramsey is replacing Ern- 
Injunction vs. Pub. Denied est Heyn as editor of Photoplay and 
Important decision, from thej|Movie Mirror, fan mags. 
standpoint of free press, was made | Rape 
in N. Y. Supreme Court last week Ahearn’s ‘Charity Girl’ 
ay eens rhage ney ed denied | The second day after Danny 
the demand by W illiam Stern tor an Ahearn, author of ‘How to Commit 
ee oni “Ser: ae obeyed book | , Murder and Get Away With It,’ 
publishers, of Edward Levinson’s | 


got out of 
he placed his newest book, 

‘Charity Girl,’ a novel, with Macau- 
| leys for immediate publication. San- 
|ford Greenburger agented. 


; "ate ic |}and quondam scenarist, 
book, ‘I Break Strikes.’ Stern is | Elmira, 
« 


suing for $1,000 damages, claiming | 
the use of his name and portrait in 
the book is unauthorized and dam- 


ageng. ; _ | Ahearn, who became entangled 

According to Justice Collins,| with the law after an avowed ref- 
‘Stern does not claim irreparable | ormation, finished the book while 
damages; indeed his demand of | in prison and, with the advance 
$1,000 indicates that such amount | money, plans to essay a Hollywood 
will compensate him, But apart | try once again. And, of course, to 
from serious procedural questions, | avoid any more complications with 
there is the more fundamental | tne guthorities. 


problem concerning the validity of 

the claim. ivievance is the the ; ‘ 

alleged atiadttee book en ex- | Mencken's Reportorial Job 
poses strike-breaking practices em- | H. L. Mencken will briefly ce 
ploys his portrait Aue uaend pi Nae | turn to newspaper reportorial work 
nection with strike-breaking rack- | When ne pietibeny Republican and 
s “pags nerd canta that | Democratic presidential-nominating 
eteering and falsely represents that 


he was convicted of homicide. The | Sao ais suas Sat me 

conviction was upset. The defend- | Balto Eve Sun, sheet he served in 

ant should correct the text to in- ney, Catty SAS OS scribbling, and 

dicate that the Sabian in: | for which he has written weekly 

cleared ef the charge; this the de- | Senet ner editorials for past 
» : ; twenty years. 


wore sae ae pte -< me J Coverage this summer will be first 
‘the s use | a; +15 
| dispatch-filing for a paper Mencken 
of the picture and name of Stern, — © per 


CHATTER 


Joe Applegate now Sunday edi- 
tor of the Brooklyn Times Union. 


William LaVarre to South Amer- 
ica in April for year’s exploration. 


Austrian feminist, 
on first visit 


Gina Kaus, 
editor and novelist, 
here, 

Book-of-the-Month’s Aprii choice 
is Peter Freuchen’s ‘Arctic Adven- 
ture.’ 





| Max Miller to make first public | 
appearance here at Barbizon Plaza | 


March 13. 

Dan Totheroh in Los Angeles, pre- 
paring to depart for Bali to write 
another play. 


‘Six Lost Women,’ first novel by 
| Louis Sobol, will be issued by Ken- 
dall & Sharpe. 

Annual handbook on pro baseball, 
published by the St. 
News, is out. 

Friends tossed coming out party 
for Mary Graham Bonner on publi- 
cation of her ‘Rainbow at Night.’ 

Heads of Simon & Schuster va- 
ecationing down South. Schuster 
in South Carolina and Simon in 
Florida. ad 

George Schreiber to go to Wash- 
ington to caricature some more 
lawmakers for Washington Weekly 
section of The Nation. 

‘City For Conquest,’ new tome by 
Aben Kandell, published by Covici- 
Freide. Also in the Hungarian by 
Athenaeum of Budapest. 

Literary Guild’s selection for May 
is called ‘Beyond Sing the Woods,’ 
and is by ‘Trygve Gulbranssen, 
young Norwegian writer. 

Earle H. Balch, head of editorial 
departments of Minton, Balch and 
Putnam’s, to England on his an- 
nual material-gathering jaunt. 


Wallace Sullivan had just made 
deposit of $8,500, proceeds of sale 
of his story, ‘Libel Lady,’ to Met- 
ro, when bandits stuck up the 
Hollywood bank. 

Somerset Maughan told Coast 
newsmen his visit was to help Los 
Angeles clean up its indebtedness 
through purchase of garden seed. 
Author is on round-world cruise, 


Time mag will run double truck 
of candid camera pics from the 
cinema lots from time to time, and 
has sent Peter Stackpole, staff 
photog, to Coast on the assignment. 

Clifton Fadiman, New Yorker 
book critic, 
Goldwyn’s staff as editorial coun- 
selor in New York. Fadiman will 
work with William H., Hawkins, Jr. 


Doubleday, Doran and Hamish 





| has done since he sat in on Demo- 


Justice Collins pointed out that | 
ati nvention i hicago in ’32. 
‘care should be taken not to unduly = se ee 
interfere with the constitutional M H o Fi 
rights of free publication and writ- ussey Heads Own Firm 
ing.’ Barrows Mussey is the new presi- 


dent of Loring & Mussey, having 
succeeded Percy Loring, who re- 
cently joined the staff of Viking 
Press. Firm name of Loring & 
Mussey to be changed in near fu- 
ture. 

| Mussey to also act as treasurer; 
Virginia T. H. Mussey as v.p., and 
Harry Berkowitz as secretary. 


Civil suit itself was heard gt 
Magistrate’s Court by Judge Louis 
B. Brodsky later in the week, with 
decision reserved. Understood this 
is due to the current strike situa- 
tion in New York, with the Magis- 
trate preferring to wait for a less 
troublesome moment. 


GOP Buying Anti-FDOR Tomes 





The Republican National Commit- | Airplane Co.’s Travel Mag 
tee last week purchased 2..0,600 | Pan American Airways, Inc., has 
copies of ‘Hell Bent for Election,’ | introduced travel mag called New 
tome by James P. Warburg, econ- | Horizons. Mag to be distributed 
omist who served on President|through co-op mailing plan. Wil- 
Roosevelt's ‘brain-trust’ advisory | liam Ivan is ed; C. L. Mortimer, ad- 
group for spell after F.D.R. as- | vertising manager, and Robert E. 
sumed office three years ago. War- Fulton, Jr., art editor. 

burg left after pout over money} First issue includes articles by 
policies, and has since been a/| Rex Beach, Burton Holmes, Daniel 
caustic critic of the New Deal; his) Sayre and Claudia Cranston. 

‘Heil Bent’ is an especially bitter 


condemnation of the Administration. Chas. Ray’s Own Fan Mag 


The GOP will strew around cop-| (Charles lay, recently affiliated 
les of the book where it thinks it| with Hollywood Life on Coast has 
will win most readers and hence 


withdrawn and will publish his own 


hypo Republican cause in next elec- 


fan sheet titled Charles tay s 
; d 4jerre S > seten ‘ » ° pie -: “ 
» eg Se 000 tase : ae Siceeters | Molrwoud. Today. Wilt be. dia- 
é 1é8 t ‘oY Ss . 7 . . . 
Mat enligy ] shesaipenat tributed free in cinema colony, with 
book. Buyer is one of leading lights leals ; stati 4 
: ; deals on for several outside papers 
in the Liberty League lineup. to use it as an insert } 
Two publications tae GO! os mel Tab will specialize on open forum 
terested in, and which it may buy | ¢,... .;,.; ; 
. Se s , | i airing of squawks. 
in large lots, are ‘Without Grease, ts 
by Frank Ml. Kent, syndicated poli- . ‘ 
BE a ~ bea Se wage Pango nilaeeg gl Wilder Tells What’s Lacking 
tical writer on Balto Sun, and ‘The Lécturing in Pasadena. Cal - 
4 } 4 asc sna, é s+ CO * 
Gay Reformer,’ by Mauriiz Hall- . . ‘ 
sont yerwmes nani xf ’ as — munity Playhouse before small 
‘en, c ‘lalist on same sheet, : " 
& j}crowd of intellectuals, Thornton 
: , | Wilder voiced opinion that while 
Ribbers Seek Material motion pictures must be accepted 


Bond Street Club of New York is | as one of the great arts, 
again issuing Bawl Street Journal, ; never be successful, 
its yearly burlesque issue of Wall|of the author, until writers are given 
Street Journal, and offering prizes;more say-so in ultimate unfolding 
for contributions. There wiii be 35) of siory on screen. 
awards ranging from $20 to $59 and | 
totaling $1,000. | 

Material submitted can be in| 
form of news advertisements, in- | 
quiring investor items, editorials, Smashing Novels. Publication 
etc. Jokes, fiction or poetry are;use novels in western, 
definitely out. and detective fields in 
Editor of this year’s issue is John} from 20,000 to 50,000 words. 
Straley. Deadline:is May 9%. Cliff Campbell editing. 


they would 
from viewpoint 


New Pulp to Use Novels 
Chesterfield Publications, 
sponsoring a new 





A. 


Inc., is 
mag to be called 
to 
adventure 
lengths of 


Hamilton, of London, have aban- 
doned their international aviation 
book prize contest. Reason given 
by sponsors was lack of worthy 
manuscripts. 


15 YEARS AGO 


(Continued from page 50) 
Great Herrmann.’ Was doing magic 
herself, 





Eddie Cantor squashed plans to 
take his show to Chicago for a sum- 
mer run. Said he needed a long va- 
cation, 





Michael Fokine, who was suffer- 
ing from a stage fall, was going to 
Paris with his wife, Vera. To dance 
over there. 


ithel Barrymore confirmed her 


separation from Russell Colt, 





Ethel Levy was playing the Or- 
pheum, Brooklyn, First time there 
in 14 years. 





0 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 





' 
| (C. A. Bradenburg, the Philadelphia 
|museum man, was trying to locate 
;a glass eater on some show. Adver- 
tised ‘he bites, chews, swallows and 
digests’ all kinds of glass, 


N. Y. Eden Musee was dickering 
with McKee Rankin to put a wax 
works show into his California thea- 
tre, Frisco. Free to night patrons, 
but a fee during the day, 


John L. Sullivan opened to 4,000 
persons at the Central, Philadelphia. 
There were only four women pres- 
ent, two of them colored, 





Seeking to execute a judgment 
against Bartley Campbell, and being 
inable to get through the stage door, 
Chicago constables went over the 


Louis Sporting | 


goes over to Samuel | 
; the stage. 


———= 





Best Sellers 


ee 





‘The Hurricane’ ($2.50).... 
It Can't Happen Here’ ($2. 


2 50 











Best Sellers for the week ending March 7, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 


Fiction 
‘The Last Puritan’ COR. GEE aactase 
4 Chas. Nordhoft and James M. Hall 


eee ee eee eeeee 


‘Faster, Faster’ ($2.50) ...cceceeececceneeeeenees . By E, M. Delafield 
‘If I Have Four — ($2.50) ...........-.By Josephine Lawrence 
‘The Exile’ ($2.50) .......- ° beds pa tees Ceesee .By Pearl S, Buck 
sad: Fiction 
‘North to the Orient’ ($2.50). cgecessecs By Anne Morrow Lindbergh 
‘Life With Father’ ($2.00) ....seeccessseececccees By Clarence Day 
‘Man the Unknown)!’ ($3.50) wocceceseceeseseessenns By Alexis Carrell 
‘Mrs. Astor’s Horse’ ($3.00). .cccccccccsessccenes By Stanley Walker 
‘Hell Bent for Election’ (50C).....-.seeeeeees By James P, Warburg 
‘The Way of a Transgressor’ ($3.00)..........4-. By Negley Farson 


-By George Santayana 


.- By Sinclair Lewig 

















Fi iction and F ims 


By WOLFE KAUFMAN 
Cerf, the Author 
Bennett Cerf, who has thus far 
been content with being a publisher, 
now blooms forth as an author 
(even if vicariously). In other words, 


he’s a compiler, or anthologist. The 
occasion is an extra-sized book 


titled ‘The Bedside Book of Famous 
American Stories’ (Random House; 
$3), and it is edited by Angus Bur- 
rell and Cerf. There are 67 Ameri- 
can short stories and it is the Book 
of the Month Club’s choice for 
March. 

In this book, Cerf again shows his 
unusually keen nose for knowledge 
of what the general public likes. He 
manages to make it a distinctive 
anthology because he includes in it 
material not generally found in vol- 
umes of this kind. The choice is 
wide, going all the way back to 
Washington Irving and Nathaniel 
Hawthorne and comes clear down to 
today, including the best of the 
modern writers and at least one 
of the phoney literary greats of the 
moment, Collection manages to give 
the impression that it consists 
merely of 67 favorite stories of the 
compiler and that it was a happy- 
go-lucky piling up of good yarns. 
That's the best any such collection 
can be asked to do—even if, quite 
obviously, at close study of the table 
of contents, it isn’t so, since there 





orchestra rail and gained access to 
During a performance, 





Austin & Stone found a new gag 
for their museum. Oyster opening 
contest using local stars, Contests 
pulmotored museum biz. 





Alaska got its first theatre—a 
variety house—in Juneau City. 
Opened Jan. 6, ’86. Seated 350. 
Monthly change of bill if the boat 
got in. Opener was four girls and 
two men. 





George W. Childs, Philadelphia 
philanthropist, contributed $75 to 
the Actors’ fund. 


Selina Dolaro took a benefit In 
N. Y. Show started 11 P.M, to at- 
tract professionals, 





Fannie Mills was announced to be 
married at the Little Church Around 
the Corner. The street was packed, 
but she didn’t show up. Museum 
freak with feet the size of small 
valises. Not a bad looker. 


Amateurs were rehearsing a can- 
tata in Windsor, Can., when someone 
shouted ‘Fire.’ Really was one, but 
the audience got out unhurt except 
one man who had his chin cut off 
by a large sheet of plate glass. 


Hunkie, a small elephant in the 
Doris show got loose in Indianapolis, 
Butted her way through the build- 
ing. Badly cut by a barbed wire 
fence, chased around by her trainer 





and raced back to her stall, glad to 
be home again. Butted a new hole 
in the building to get back, 


Indianapolis Elks bought a box for 
a local benefit. Set in the emblem 
| of the order, and some flowers. Just 


for advertisement. Not uncommon 
then, 





Forepaugh show developed a new 
idea in free shows for the coming 
season, Daily race between four 
hot air bags. Austin and Stone, who 
planned to take out tenter counting 
on an Amazon street parade, 





Circus season getting ripe with 
trek to start in April. Chief in- 
terest was in the routes, 





| of jokes, 








is a distinct line. Anguss Buri 
English prof at Columbia U, 


Lope de Vega’s Plays 


Lope de Vega, one of the two out- 
standing writers in Spanish history 
(Cervantes was the other one), is 
also generally ranked as one of the 
major writers of his age (the late 
16th century) in any language. His 
works, however, are not generally 
well known and have managed to be 
passed up by the world at large. A 
number of his plays are now pub- 
lished again in ‘Four Plays’ (Scrib- 
ner’s; $2.75). John Garrett Under- 
hill has put them into English and 
they are lovely, if a bit too fragile 
for this age. 

Plays in the volume are 
tainty for Doubt,’ 
Greatest Alcade,’ ‘The Gardener's 
Dog’ and ‘Fuente Ovejuna.’ Last- 
named is the most solid and inter- 
esting, though none of the quartet 
is really groomed for today's thea- 
tre. Book will have more import to 
collectors of drama books and li- 
braries than anything else. 

More Scully Fun 

Frank Scully, merry monarch of 
bedside humor (and he uses the 
word in all innocence) has a third 
volume of thisa and thata now and 
has switched from ‘Fun in Bed’ and 
‘More Fun in Bed’ to ‘Bedside 
Manna’ (Simon and Schuster; $2). 

It is, as usual, a mad collection 
games and cartoons, It 
tells how to pass the time merrily 
while assigned to bed during illness. 
Frank should know about that; he’s 
had to take it long enough. There 
are, as usual, pieces by practically 
every w.k. humorous writer in the 
country and a few not so w.k. There 
are, as usual, cartoons from all the 
top comic artists. There are, as 
usual, games and puzzles from— 
well, no one but Frank could dig 
them up. And no one but Frank 
could compound them as merrily 
as he does into one volume, 


ell is 





‘A Cer- 
‘The King the 





Omnibus of Crime 

Dorothy Sayers is admittedly the 
top cop’n’rebber’ writer today; 
everyone knows it. So the publica- 
tion of her newest book ‘Gaudy 
Night’ (Harcourt- Brace; $2.50) 
should be a big event. Instead of 
which, it is a disappointment. Miss 
Sayers has begun to take herself 
just a bit too seriously. Her book 
runs to 470 pages and is chuck full 
of character delineation and other 
chat completely beyond the ken of 
the story involved. It's still a good 
mystery well puzzled, but it’s lost 
in a mass of fancy verbiage. Maybe, 
in her next book, Miss Sayers will 
forget that the boys call her the 
best writer of this type of story, 
and then, if she just writes like she 
did in her early books, there will 
be a book worth reading. This one 
could make a film. 

Achmed Abdullah and Anthony 
Abbott are both well-knowns in the 
writing racket, so a _ book 
authored by them ought to be some- 
thing. Such a book is ‘Flower of the 
Gods’ (Green Circle; $2). It has all 
the makings, but fails to come 
through, perhaps because each of 
the writers was leaning on the 
other, It’s an action-mystic story of 
East and West which contains too 
much mysticism and insufficient 
action. Not a film. 

A highly amusing new whodunit 


co- 


character is introduced in ‘The 
Ticking Terror Murders’ (Crime 
Club; $2) by Darwin Teilhet. The 


Baron von Kaz is a detective who 
will be heard from again and again. 
Or should be. This time he is wan- 
dering around the picture mob in 
Carmel, solving puzzling murders 
accurately and, which is more to the 
point, amusingly. He’s a real crea- 
tion and should click after another 
book or two, into the big sale co! 
umns. Could be filmed. 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritien theatrical news ttems as pub- 
Hshed during the week in the daily papers of Neu York, Chicago, San 
Francisco, Hollywood and London, VakriteTy takes no credit for these 
news items; each has teen rewritten from a daily paper. 








East 


Abe Miller, 52, of Brooklyn, sen- 
tenced to four months in the city 
prison last week. Disorderly con- 
duct arising from a theatre scrap. 

Henry E. Bruckman, of N. Y. 
police force, succeeds Mulrooney as 
head of state liquor control, 
Howard off ‘Hamlet’ 





Leslie until 
October. 

Last Saturday (7) police gave an 
entertainment at Proctor’s, 58th St., 
for neighborhood kids. Only propa- 
ganda was one short chat on safety. 

Leonard Sillman now plans his 
‘New Faces of 1936’ for the Van- 
derbilt. That means ‘Mulatto’ will 
have to take it on the lam again, 

Equity rules that all little theatre 
players must receive the standard 
minimum pay. 

Tom Weatherly and Harry Bestry 
split. 

G-Men grab two men and a truck- 
load of sweeps tickets at headquar- 
ters of American Contest Corp. As- 
sert many are fakes and that the 
contests conducted for fraternal or- 
ganizations were a blind for han- 
dling of counterfeits. 

sill at Albany would permit bars 
in theatres. Nine months’ license 
would be $750, and the full year 
$1,000. 

Claude Alviene talking about an 
all-femme show for spring. Writ- 
ten, played and staged by women, 

Kirsten Flagstad sang Swedish 
folk songs to the youngsters in a 
kindergarten last Wednesday (4). 

Radio Institute last week regarded 
the ‘multipactor’ of Philo T. Farns- 
worth. Said to amplify one elec- 
tron to 1,000,000 in millionth part of 
a second. Thinks something can be 
done about it. 

Lawrence Grossmith’s labor per- 
mit extended and he will remain in 
‘Call It a Day.’ 

Theatre Union renames ‘Sons of 
Rome.’ Now it’s ‘Bitter Stream.’ 

New drunk driving traffic court in 
operation last week. Uniform fine 
for first offenders is $100. Handling 
only cases of alleged intoxication. 

Supposed clearing house of a 
chain of race track bookies in West- 
chester raided Thursday. Six of 
seven arrested held for the grand 
jury. 

Road company being selected to 
tour ‘Mulatto.’ ‘ 

Safety crusaders to war on 
streamlined autos. Say low-hung 
cars reduce visibility. 

Robert Sterling to put a new kink 
into the cut rate ducat when he 
opens ‘Lady Luck’ at the Adelphi. 
Will distribute coupons good for $1 
toward the purchase of $2.20 seats. 
Such purchasers eligible to compete 
for 51 prizes to be awarded every 
three months for best critiques. Top 
is $1,000. 

American Arbitration Assn. found 
for Shea and Raymond in their dis- 
pute with George White. Find that 
the dance team was hired for the 
run of ‘Scandals’ and must be 
played or paid to the end of the run. 
Roderick Stevens, Marcus Heiman 
and George Libby sat. 


Theatre Authority, Inc., an- 
nounces the distribution of $10,000 
to theatrical charities from ap- 


proved benefits. Formed to prevent 
chiseling and to obtain a percentage 
for actor benefits. 

Tito Schipa and his Mrs. settle 
their 1932 income tax dispute. He 
will pay $390 and she kicks in with 
$362, marked down from $591 

R. H. Burnside to sponsor a sea- 
son of Gilbert and- Sullivan revivals. 
Theatre not yet selected. 

Ethel Barrymore theatre lost 
nearly three rows of front seats for 
‘The Case of Clyde Griffiths.’ 

Gladys Shelly engaged for Hamil- 
ton Lewis straw hat at Essex, Lake 
Champlain, next summer, Now in 


‘Moon Over Mulberry Street.’ 
Arnaud & Connors’ Associates 
planning a _ spring. revue, ‘Hello, 


Goodbye,’ the tentative title. McEl- 
bert Moore and Ear) Crooker dished 
it up. 

Theatre stars horning in on serv- 
ice strike by running elevators in 
the apartment houses they tenant. 
Rudy Vallee takes another slant. 
Says he’s a union man himself and 
won't take sides, 

Theatre Collective changes ‘Doc- 
tors All’ to ‘The Pastry Baker.’ 

Mickey Mouse in the Brooklyn 

police court last Thursday on a pol- 
icy charge. But it was not Disney's 
rodent. He's a Negro who says he’s 
been known by that name for 35 
years. 
; Anti-Nazi League threatens to 
Hoyeott N. Y¥, Philharmonic-Sym- 
phony unless Furtwaengler takes 
OUL Citizenship papers. 

Mrs. Grace Prior, 37, former 
actress, convicted of manslaughter 
in the killing of Geo. A. Frame, of 
Boston. To be sentenced April 6. 

_ Amateur gag hits clothes model- 
ing. Department store now running 
a contest for amateur models. 

Krimsky & Bannister removed 
ae offices to the American Music 

all. 


Edith J. R. Isaacs, editor of The- 





; Has to hustle as it’s for the 





i 


atre Arts monthly, to get a dinner 
at Town Hall Sunday (15). It’s the 
20th anni of the mag, 

Dorothy Dickson, dancer, divorced 
from Carl Hyson, dancer and pro- 
ducer, in London, Friday (6). Duo 
has been abroad for the past 16 
years, 

Mrs, James F.. Looram, of League 
of Decency, finds objectionable films 
on the wane. Gives the League the 
credit. 

‘Fresh Fields’ drops 
nights for Thursday mats. 

Fifi D’Orsay blows a London pic- 
ture contract to stay in N. Y. and 
take out her final citizenship papers 
March 21. She’s Canadian born. 

‘Parsifal’ for a Met mat March 21. 
Benetit for N. Y. Kindergarten as- 
sociation. Fremstadt’s first Kundry 
here, 

State Relief Fund to get the pro- 
ceeds of the Drama Study Club’s 


Monday 


annual luncheon at the Astor next 
Friday. 
United Theatre, co-op group to 


Ha- 
actors as one of 


traditions of the 
for 


carry on the 
bima, looking 
the essentials. 

Lucrezia Bori’s final performance 
at the Met March 29. Will be her 
farewell to the boards, too. 

Dr. Otto Wick, director of the 
Liederkranz, has resigned to gain 
time for his opera, ‘The Lone Star.’ 
Texas 
Centennial. 

Realty company asks court to re- 
quire Dorothy Russell to turn over 
to it a diamond and emerald ring 
on an unpaid judgment of $1,511 for 
rent. Court holds decision. Ring 
was Miss Russell’s mother’s and 
was given Mrs. Dorothy Benjamin 
Caruso by the late Alexander Moore. 
Miss Russell recovered it from Mrs. 
Caruso on the allegation her step- 
father had no right to dispose of it. 

Edward Johnson, gen. mgr. of 
the Met., will revert to type next 
Monday (16). Will sing in ‘Pelleas’ 
with Bori. 

Eddie Davis, of the niteries, at 
Carnegie Hall Sunday (8), but did 
not sing his usual repertory. Hall 
management bothered, but finally 
agreed to let him go on and get a 
medal awarded by N. Y. Music 
Schools. 

Negro Theatre of the Federal 
Project switches to ‘Conjure Man 
Dies’ tonight (Wednesday). 

Model of a ‘cosmosarium’ on dis- 
play at the Hayden planetarium, 
N. Y. It’s the converse of the plane- 
tarium, Shows the earth revolving 
in space in the form of a 20-foot 


globe, 
N. Y. Dancing Teachers at 
March meeting, report a_ trend 


toward the old fashioned square 
dances, On the other hand, they ex- 
ploited a 10 step tango. 

John C. Wilson arranges to bring 
over Noel Coward’s one-acters in 
October with the author and Ger- 
trude Lawrence. In exchange he’s 
taking back ‘Ethan Frome’ and also 
considering ‘Anteroom,’ by Kate 
O'Brien. 

Billy Rose back in town with con- 
tracts to stage a centennial show at 
Fort Worth, Tex., in opposition to 
the big affair at Dallas. Starts July 1 
with a frontier town reconstruction. 
a girl show and concessions. Says 
$5,000,000 will be spent. 

Carol Sax bought ‘Life Comes to 
This’ from Mary McD. Avelson for 
fall production. May give it a spring 
tryout on the Coast. 

Franz Werfel awarded a medal 
by the N. Y. Jewish Forum ‘for dis- 
tinction as a novelist and play- 
wright.’ Accepted by proxy. 

Grace Moore made honorary life 
member of Tennessee State Society 
in Washington, D. C, Born in 
Tenn. 

WPA Theatre Project told to stop 
hiring. Funds grow low. 

Maurice Chevalier in an auto 
smash in France Friday. Unhurt, 
but four were injured. 

‘Russet Mantle’ to be played 
Sunday for Stage Relief benefit. 

Police renew drive on_ the- 
atres admitting unaccompanied 
minors. Staten Island ignored 
in new move, but 18 theatres 
in other boroughs figure in 
42 summonses” served Saturday. 
Since Jan. 4 total has been 293 sum- 
monses to 128 theatres. Cracking 
down on ‘professional buyers,’ who 
stand in lobby and buy tickets for 
kids. Held an evasion. 

‘Mr. Bock Beer’ selected from lo- 
cal goats in Central Park last Sat- 


urday, To compete next Saturday 
with billies from other boroughs. 
Under sunervision of Brewers’ 


Board of Trade. 

‘On Your Toes’ set for the Im- 
perial April 11. 

W.P.A. music project to trv sym- 
hony ceneerts at Sie. top in N. T. 


” 
v 


‘Fields Beyond’ shut Monday for | 


revision. 

Cosmopolitan Players, Newark 
eroup, to invade N. Y. Has taken 
the Comedy theatre for four weeks. 
Opens Monday (16). 

Gale at Miami flattened a carny 
Monday (9). Many slightly burt. 


Fay Templeton a guest at Engle- | 


wood home of Actors’ Fund. 
Jack Dempsey had a kidnap scare 


GASTY NOT VERY NASTY, 
QUIT TO PRIMO IN STH 


By JACK PULASKI 

Isodoro Gastanaga quit in the fifth 
round at the Garden Friday night 
(6), about half the distance he was 
carded to box with Primo Carnera. 
The guy’s left eyebrow was split 
and, although the referee didn’t 
think it was an injury serious 
enough to stop the battle, Izzy in- 
sisted on resigning. 

Izzy is the fellow Mike Jacobs 
slated as an opponent for Joe Louis. 








, Knight, 


That match was to have been staged 
in Havana, but a political upheaval 


| down there made it doubtful if 
jenough customers would attend, 
jand Jacobs bowed out. The Cubans 
|were quite upset about it, but they | 
|} would have been more sore at Mike 
| had the fight come off, for Louis 


would have taken Gosty in a couple 
of minutes. 

There were more people in attend- 
ance than usual at the Garden this 
season, but they didn’t get much 
excitement for their coin. The $5.75 
top applied, and that’s too much for 
| what was served up. Boxing Com- 
| mish toyed with the idea that the 
|heavies in the main event were un- 
|der similar management, but no- 
body could prove it and the yarn 
reacted as ballyhoo. 

Primo didn’t seem friendly to the 
Spaniard, but he was confident—he 
always seems that way when he’s 
winning. Carnera used his elbows, 
as he always does. Pokes with his 
ham-like left fist constituted his best 
work. Gastanaga tossed some wild 
rights, several connecting and shak- 
ing up the huge Italian, but his left 
was more accurate, especially when 
he sank hooks into Primo’s bread- 
basket, That worried Carnera some- 
what, for when Izzy's lamp started 
leaking he called it to the attention 
of the ref who momentarily stepped 
in, looked it over then waved the 
men together again, 

During the match a feminine fan 
complained of interference, but not 
from the fighters. Garden has the 
cute idea of parking photographers 
on chairs directly behind the work- 
ing press. Picture guys stand up to 
take shots, obstructing the view of 
those in front. Girl arose and 
bawled out the camera guys, but it 
didn’t do much good. 

This Friday’s (13) card is topped 
by what may be the best match of 
the winter—Jock McAvoy, the Eng- 
lish knocker-outer, meeting John 
Henry Lewis for the light heavy- 
weight title. Lewis got the crown 
early in the winter when Bob Olin 
used the poor judgment to meet the 
colored man from the Coast in St. 
Louis. Olin got the title from 
Maxey Rosenbloom, whom the 
judges figured had it too long. 








last week. Snatcher wanted the 
19-month-old Joan, 

Boys in the balcony of Fox Brook- 
lyn Monday night didn’t like the 
amateurs. Riot call turned in and 
eight arrests made. Two of those 
ninched were under 16 and sent to 
juvenile court. None of the actors 
hit in the barrage of vegetables, 





Coast 


Kathleen Burke and Jose Fernan- 
dez, ballet dancer, filled in L, A. no- 
tice of intention to wed, 

Foster father of Wendy Barrie 
suicide in Hong Kong. He was crim- 
inal attorney in Far East. 

Suit brought against Mrs. Dor- 
othy Coslow, former wife of Sam 
Coslow, for allegedly failing to pay 
attorneys who handled divorce ac- 
tion against song writer. 

Spunky, film lioness, shot by 
prospector near Bakersfield. Miner 
unaware that $80 bounty for killing 
lions does not apply on animals 
reared in captivity. 

Jean Armand and Camden F. 
publicity man and actor, 
respectively, lost their suit to col- 
lect wages allegedly due from War- 
ren Millais, Hollywood stage pro- 
ducer. 

Suit for $26,250 damages filed in 
L. A. by Jean Joyce, actress, against 
Thomas R. Conway, Jr., for injuries 
received in auto crash. 

Phyllis Flanaghan, film dancer, 

(Continued on page 63) 


~ BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cunningham, 
daughter, in Chicago, 
Father is staff announcer with Co- 
lumbia-WBBM in Chicago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Stockwell, 


son, March 6, in Hollywoed. Fatner 











lis film actor-singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hall Baetz, daugh- 
eas March 3, in Los Angeles. Father 
iis manager the- 
latre there. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Jack Pepper, daugh- 
iter, in Chicago, March 7. 
in vaudeville. Mrs, Pepper 
been in vaudeville also. 


of Fox Wilshire 


has 


March 3./; 


Servicemen’s Strike Hits B'way 
Paramount, CBS Home; No Violence 





Self-Styled M.C. Jailed 


er 


Isadore Rubin, 25, 
have worked as an m.c. in various 
nite clubs in Chicago and Atlantic 
City, was sentenced to Sing Sing for 
a term of from 


who claims to 





tnree 


to six years 

iby Judge Cornelius F. Collins in| 
General Sessions, N. Y., March 5. 

| He had pleaded guilty to compul- 


| Sory prostitution. Rubin had previ- 


ously served six months for passing 


|rubber checks in New Orleans. 

| The defendant admitted he had 
induced June O’Brien, a cabaret |! 
singer, to accompany him to New 


York on the promise of obtaining a 
job for her on Broadway. When 
they arrived here, he placed her in 
a bawdy house at Lake Ronkon- 
koma, L. I., and also in a house on 
West 135th street. When arrested 
he admitted he was getting a share 
of the earnings of four other girls 
|placed through a bordello ‘bookie,’ 








Miami Beach Steps 
All Games; Report 
$2,800 Holdup Cause 


Miami Beach, March 10. 

Wide open up to now, this Ameri- 
can playground has suddenly 
clamped down the lid on gambling. 
‘Close ’em up. All of them!’ was 
the drastic order down the police 
dept. line to the cop walking a beat. 

If necessary, 40 extra policemen 
will be given special duty to enforce 
the order to stifle the whirr of rou- 
lette wheels, the click of dice and 
the clink of poker chips in the 
town’s gaming rooms. 

H. V. Yocum, beach police chiéf, 
said ‘The lid has been clamped 
down on gambling, and all gambling 
laws will be enforced. It is true 
that gambling has been going on 
and will probably continue, but if 
we find it, we will arrest all opera- 
tors and confiscate equipment.’ 

Reason for the sudden shutdown 
is not certain, but reports have it 
that the holdup of a $2,800 winner 
in a South Beach resort prompted 
the action. 

Miami proper is also feeling a let- 
down with local police orders out to 
curb gambling, but not quite as 
strictly as the beach edict. Clubs 
on the mainland are still going, but 
the smaller operators have folded 
their tents. 

Hialeah Park has closed its win- 
ter race meet and Tropical has only 
three weeks left, so the boys who 
depend on lady luck for a livelihood 
are fortunate things didn’t happen 
this way sooner. 


‘Ike and Mike’ Given 
30 Days in Workhouse 


Joe Conti, 48, barber, and Jack 
Greenberg, 49, were sentenced last 
week to the Workhouse for 30 days 
by Magistrate Anthony F. Burke in 
West Side Court, N. Y., on the 
charge of being disorderly persons. 
30th have long criminal records. 

They are known to the detectives 
of the Pickpocket Squad as ‘Ike 
and Mike’; they are inseparable and 
their criminal records show that 
they teamed up 20 years ago. 

Chris. Hodge, lieut. of detectives, 
saw ‘Ike and Mike’ on the subway 
platform at Times Square during 
theatre time. Hodge arrested them 
when they dug into an aged man’s 
hip pocket. 





Band Leader Cleared 
Of Disorderly Conduct 


Bob Fallon, orchestra leader, last 
week was freed in West Side Court, 
New York, by Magistrate Anthony 
F, Burke on two charges of disor- 
derly conduct. With Fallon when he 





In N. Y. for Pandering | 
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Building servicemen’s strike in 
New York spread yesterday (Tues- 
;}day) to Broadway, for the first time 
i it began 10 first 


| since 
building the 


days ago, 
pulled being 
All the elevator opera- 


to be 


Paramount. 
j 


j}tors and starters walked out early 


jin the morning, with the result that, 


for the first hour, office-wortérs, 
| Paramount employees a 
' 


| to climb stairs, 
j 
A 


nd execs had 


partial strike was reported at 
the Astor hotel, where a few house- 
}men went on the picket line in the 
| morning instead of reporting for 
work. Elevator operators, however, 


remained on the job, with no strikes 
reported at any of the other hotels 
in the Broadway district. Other 
than at the Taft, among the first 
affected. 

Another show biz building to suf- 


fer from the strike yesterday was 
the structure tenanted by the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System at 485 
Madison Ave. 

Strike-breakers were rushed into 
the Paramount and CBS buildings, 


with each of the 16 Par elevators 
manned by two men, one to operate 
and the other to guard against 
violence, plus about 15 guards in 
the lobby. A policeman was sta- 
tioned at the.entrance. CBS also 
has an extra cordon around the 
control rooms to guard against any 
sabotage, 

The RKO and RCA Buildings in 
Radio City, the servicemen’s union 
declares, will be yanked, as will be 
'the Bond, Loew’s and Brill Build- 
ings, directly on Broadway. 

No trouble was reported yester- 
day, however. 

Extension of the elevator strike 
to the building occupied by Station 
WMCA brought up an unusual point 
yesterday when, on the plea of 
Donald Flamm to the union, the lat- 
ter gave WMCA preferential rating 
as a public utility. An elevator opera- 
tor appeared at the building to mana 
lift for the sole purpose of servicing 
WMCA, 

Recognition by the union of the 
special status of a radio station is 
deemed unique in unionism. 

Later in the day, however, the 
building brought in scabs to operate 
and thereupon the union called out 
the union operator that had been as- 
signed for WMCA’s benefit. 

Warner Bros. faces no threat of 
a strike by elevator operators hay- 
ing signed up with the Building 
Service Employees Union, Local 32B. 


CENTRAL PARK CASINO 
ASSETS UP AT AUCTION 


Dieppe Corp., operator of the Cen- 
tral Park Casino, N. Y., which be- 
comes non-existent March 16, will 
dispose at public auction on that 
date all assets of the former swank 








‘roadhouse’ in the park. Frederick 
H. Cunningham, trustee, and Ber- 
nard L. Miller, attorney for the 


trustee, are liquidating the inn un- 
der 77b. 

Liabilities are around $200,000, 
half of that for U.S. and city taxes. 
About 25% of the remaining $109,- 
000 is due for liquors, etc., and the 
rest equally divided among the 
sundry tradesmen, A creditors’ 
committee had been operating the 
spot in the hope of salvage, but 
Park Commissioner Robert Moses’ 
court victory outlawing the Casino, 
in favor of a public playground, dis- 
poses of the ultra nitery which had 
commanded so much attention as 
the favorite haunt of Jimmy Walker 
under the Sid Solomon managerial 
regime, 





MARRIAGES 


Robert Hitchcock Rubin to Mary 
Topping at Harrison, N. Y.. March 
3. He is son of J. Robert Rubin, 





a v.p. of Metro, Bride is N. Y. so- 
was arrested was Vincent Moore, | .ipty girl 
who described himself as a free Alyce Fields, dancer, to Ralph R 
|lance reporter. Moore was al80/ysartin, press agent, March 4, in 
| freed. New York. 
The pair were arrested by Patrol- | Betty Gordon, film player, to 


| man Schuchman of the 
| Street station. Schuchman was the 


lcomplaintant. The additional charge 


} 
\ 


the latter made an indecent gesture 
toward him. 


West 47th j 


of disorderly conduct against Fallon | Onslow 


Frank Edmond, dancer, March 3, in 

Los Angeles. 
Anne Buchanan, 

Stevens, 


stage actress, to 
film and legit 


wag lodged by Rudolph Muller, Jr.,| player, March 4, in Las Vegas, Nev. 
3 years old, who testified that he | 
Father is | had been struck by Fallon and that | Fort Worth, Tex., 


Mackey to Heta Legett, In 
March 9. Groom 
(film) thea- 
artiet. 


Larry 


is manager of Arcadia 
tre, Philly. Bride is an 


™~ 
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Ed Perkins, in from the Coast] star Charles Ruggles. Tentative title | fear that Hollywood version of his | lio poe “a ompt 1 ion of Breslau ra- M. H. Aylesworth mugged at air- 
on radio accounts he exploits} is ‘The World Unmasked. work, to be known as ‘Zero Hour,’ | pe ¥ ngpaddcne se radio plays re- | port with Mickey Mouse dolls, 
abroad, sailed suddenly for Paris Shooting has started on Herbert} won't do it justice, pe og ine than 900 scrips, most| Nat Levine talked Peter B. Kyne 

Tent : : : ry ab ook Py ° : 4 »% 4 - rie ‘eS “se | tnt , . of . p iN s 
last Friday on radio and concert} Wilcox’s production of ‘The Three United Artists exploitation de- | is Be aea vid with experiences dul | into another series of ‘Cappies.’ 
bookings. Maxims’ with Anna Neagle, Tullio | partment working overtime, with 3 ae ba Re A ‘ _ eins Jeanne Madden's Warner pact al- 

Mare Lachmann, returned from] Carminati and Leslie Banks. ‘Dark Angel’ opening March 38, f th ‘ao ‘lin "mane "tee efor lows her to leap back into opera. 

‘ - 1 . . . » > s “oo aa , : . 
the Coast. has opened a new office. Next Embassy production will be | ‘Modern Times’ probably on March | H: b ep in tate theatre, off to | Albert E. Levoy and his bride 
Harry Davies is re-associating|q new play by Noel Streatfield,| 4. and maybe ‘Things to Come,’ | ly abt oy yheg fa stage a new version ot | back from Honolulu honeymoon, 
himself with Lachmann in publicity|*yisdom Teeth, starring Ronald | March 5. biog »bel’s : 5a bipe reemeneng s Revenge at} Claude Ezrell here from Dallas 
and exploitation. Adam and Beatrix Thompson. ———_—__—_——_—__——_——— R 3 eee T ayhouse.. on product-banknight pow-wows. 

The Arthur Israels had a belated La Meri giving a fortnight’s dance # te naar heatre Chamber ruled Lincoln Quarberg pinech-hitting 
house- warming, with the Par at-| recital at the Savoy, pending pro- Ba timore [to thea ay wrights who send in scripts | for Mark Larkin, downed by flu. 
torney figuring out the Bingo game] quetion there of the new William ; to theatres or playbrokers must be David Selznick signed Feodor 
used in theatres as a means Of| Waiker-Richard Freeman revue, By Albert Scharper, Jr. ab a reply within one month and| Chaliapin, Jr., to acting contract. 
amusing the guests. ‘Spread It Abroad.’ Pees la definite answer within the second Mervyn LeRoy, with his wife, en 

The Monte Prosers (Julie Jenner) Lice Brother of Rod Collier died. | month after receipt. route to New York, thence abroad. 

motoring to Florida for vacash now | August Nolte a pop. his “irst. Great Britain provided the largest Bob Burns bedded with attack of 
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three different newsreel editors con- month ‘ film-test stunt for Loew theatres. in place of Pola Negri for the new William J. Perlman, playwright- 

verged _ me city. However, it Herc McIntyre, Universal, doing Four major Maryland racetracks Hans Albers film ¢Savoy 217,’ had} producer, recovering from heart at- 
wae only a br ief vacation that took elass preview of ‘Magnificent Ob- will install the ‘electric eye,’ which | t® rush through her work in order! tack. 
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Satevepost typewriter out of the|Cjinesound. It’s a secret milk daily to add weight. | Eddie Paikot at Wells College,|-.... °° ~~ *™ . 

1 , . . o whe Pa : ie _— “ , Raa a . rite o*,) minor op. 
rae tee ainevalie alm | Another new pic theatre will _Mark Vance joining the Tom N. Y., directing old meller, ‘Streets Lambert Hillyer took a lamp on 

alter P. Chrysler almost copped | shortly go up in Sydney if present | Fizdale publicity organization | of New York. | Pr % . - 
first ions he - . : : I 4 D344! i the conk and had to get emergencs 
. "iy xk at the square dance con- | plans go through. Backers of the | Howard Crary back in town after! ! itts Cap and Gown Club will hospital aid 5 
— 5 teat ay ereeti , Liberty the ones interested. | fying trip around the country. have first student-written show this | Clarence Brown flew in from New 
Amos ‘n’ An VY greeting their pals | | For tv-seven Cluh, « omprising pub- Senator Murphy picking up some | year since 19°8. | Tart ‘ - ri for hi next 
ac ar +4 me - | ae . | ‘ ° rs ” ee Pa 0 o ‘ea stories 5 *t 
of last year but still broadcasting | licity men and theatre managers, | Midwest dates on his Way to Eng- Virginia Sims and Mrs. Mern MG ae teen eal 
secretly. | staged their annual show. Charles | and. Bogue, minus appendix, sharine | ~pa1.), 4c... ; eee eae oe 
mm} een o ° “ | an ’ Sharing Ralph Staub Metro directo re 
he Harold Llovds lived on nut | Farrell was guest of honor. Felix Mendelsohn ogling the tour} Same hospital room n tl t 15 . . . : id 
Pee 2 ~—— ° | “ae . ee ee ‘ . . atis li : ars ago, aS it aiile- 
sandwiches for four days. No bet, Snider-Dean got away to a nice| books for a flip through southern Johnny Harris one of guidine basa , ere F _— TWhalhare 
just an idea ohooe oh de BATe. 49 F's 6S payee on sd pares teers ee v.. _& Tleramen. he sold Ivvinge Thalbere 
Sit ett SEES : j; stare Withh vanessa Crsi-G) at thes "tts. ignts behind new Breakfast Club! v;, , i ‘eR ae Roe cerial 
New bungalow spot. Desert Re- | Mayfair, Sydney. Jack Percival has Charlie Althoff back in the loop! just organized here abr Ph tot ae da ra ‘en 
‘o vied teat @waek : aes Pee GE Ne tao > @ eont 4 siete : ae Spoitis of Reg Denny's four- 
treat, ope ned Inst week, owned by | been appointed publicist for the cir- | for a confab with a prospective irom Morn to Midnicht next- | . jetcekae << bare MG's ‘Romeo and 
Louis B. Mayer. leu it. | ether sponsor. to-last Playhouse production this? ] li : mae f 9 h ; aa oe n of 
. s 7 a Pra) . : . . ul ‘ ilis I 72 ) ‘Ss yu re ratio 
If the weather keeps up. it o-oo Polly Moran due any minute for | Jean Prignano and Ethel Linton | season opens April 7 tr sted ea netie ’ “L  aontifi 1 wit! 
‘ Yon} . ee ao : P ‘ - . _.* : Henn ‘ I » ide er vil 
around 110 dezrees daily, the sea-'| Frank Neil and will open in Mel- |; Halperin opening a ladies appai Mirst downtown house to ceive un! ih ti si oe 
son will do a fast fold. i. hourne Holly woodians here will! shop in Diana Court. Sunday shows for six-day wees ; 4 7 aa — it teaver to de 
ua 1 P : “A : “ . “ : ' Shes ay veck 18 ite > vet : ni » ’ 

Annual Desert Circus ran into a then in iclud * Charles Farrell, Helen | ¢ urt-Isen Thomas crashed the! George Jafie’s Ca: ino. a , rf S* he et ial ; D 

little trouble when the commiti Twelvecre: 1d Harry Langdon. ; front pages and the news servir« Grace and Charlie Herbert bacl Mihetues ~ me Wor i had 7} is a istar 

. “ ‘ . S « i by nit rec ‘ : n oor Pe LIS ASSISL i 

decided to ceisor costumes, Plents Hoyts appented to a nabe council | with his lean+year marriages for the! at Towne Club. sueceedin: Je} Cj Dorian, direct and he 4a 
- 33.2 . ° ae . . , itin . l \ hal as 9 i < ‘ 
of burns. to pronibic leasing of an open au- Jhecee Cirillo Brothers, slanchard and eddy White ‘the part 








awe 


Se ene am NR ae Rem Tym 








TT 


> 


Om yw 














| 





Mexico, 
e got in. 
his illness, 
1-Fox pay- 
new night 
new mus- 
1g for few 
0 join the 
i€ bowling 
> to the 
ig aboard 
another 
Island for 
iS director 
opean trip 
Republie 
1 after 14 
Frisco on 
over new 
m Seatile 
nolulu for 
after film 
r Meyers 
‘cosmetic 
Ip week's 
int studio 
m Broad- 
st to dis- 
50 years 
vin, here 
» becomes 
costumes 
z injured 
week p.a, 
ns retires 
or week's 
, 
lson sell- 
e. 


party 
p. 
‘dat air- 
lis, 

B. Kyne 
vies.’ 
pact al- 
opera, 

lis bride 
moon, 

n Dallas 
wows. 
h-hitting 


re- 


ittack of 
indiges- 


Iracula's 
ked out 


ywright- 
leart at- 


Arizona 
rlen of 


000 for 
Wendell 


r three 
ind the 


p from 
David 


ights to 
Life of 


Chuck 
r after- 


80-acre 
took on 


spanish, 
n ‘Sut- 


1 Buda- 
‘or Carl 


1e0 and 
due to 


imp on 
ergency 


m New 
is next 
or, re- 
i cam- 
talbers 
serial. 
four- 
PO and 
tion of 
d with 


to de 
it, Di- 
‘istan 
he a 

















Pe 








OUTDOORS 





VARIETY 








_—— 
-_-_-_ 


OBITUARIES 


GEORGE ROSEY 


George Rosey, 77, died Feb. 17 in | 


Mt. Sinai hospital, New York. He 
spent over 50 years of his musical 
eareer in the United States. 

In his early years he was known 
as an arranger, originally under the 
signature of George M. Rosenberg, 
but few ever spoke of him except 





a composer. 


| productions, @ied in Cleveland, 
March 7, at a Legion meeting. 

He recently had been connected 

with the McDowell school of Music 





in Cleveland. 

| 

ISIDORE GARILICK 
Hoffman, and his son, William H.! Isidore Garilick, 46, manager of 


Wilson, survive. | the Artef players, died March 3 on 


Cleveland 100-Day Exposition 


Local Business Puts Up $1,500,000 Fund— 
Counting G. O. P.ers Expect 4,000,000 Visit 








| his way to the theatre, dying before 





| Anson 


FRANK KARRINGTON 
Frank Karrington, 78, who made | 
his professional debut in 1882, died 
in Cornwall, N. Y., March 5. Had 
he lived until the ninth he would | 
have celebrated his 79th birthday. | 
His first season was with Rhea in 


Pond. He was with the 


the ambulance arrived. 

He had been for many years road 
manager for the late Jacob Adler. 
Survived by his widow. 


HARRY H. McDERMITT 





His widow, a daughter, a son, two | 


as Rosey, and he accepted the ; Harry (Heavy) McDermitt, 58, | 
changed name, fortunately before classical repertory, followed by an | widely known Canton concession- 
he commenced to make his mark as | engagement in ‘Her Atonement’ for | aire, died Feb. 27, at Canton, O. 


At his prime in the time of Sousa, 
it was natural that he should have 
scored a hit as a writer of marches 
and his ‘Honeymoon’ and ‘Handicap’ 








marches were long standard and | considerable work in pictures. JAMES B. TURBETT 
still remembered, but these shared Funeral services were held in New! James B. Turbett, 62, former stage 
success With his ‘Espinata’ waltzes, York under auspices of the Actors’ | actor and director and vice-presi- 
followed by ‘Lady Love,’ ‘Rendez- | Fund. dent of the Jam Handy Picture | 
vous’ and ‘Adoration’ all in the same eerie mies Service, Ine., Detroit, died March 5 
tempo. FRANK P. BRYAN in Atlanta. Burial_in Detroit, 

Four long-popular concert ballads Frank P. Bryan, 44, manager of His widow, Etta, survives. 
were ‘Maybe’ and ‘Believe,’ with | tne Warner Brothers Film Exchange | —" 
lyrics by Frank Tannehill, Jr.) pranch office at Charlotte, N. C., | HOWARD L. SPOHN 
‘Lovely Caprice’ to words by Ed-| ajeqg at Rockingham, N. C., Feb. | Howard L. Spohn, 55, vice-presi- 
ware. >: EREES, and ‘I Love My} 99 with a heart attack. He was |dent of Gardner Advertising Co., 
Girl’ for which Dave Reed, Jr., sup- | jy Rockingham on business and died | N. Y., died March 7 in a Lansing, 
plied a Sane He — first to ne in a hotel there. His wife was with | Mich., hospital. Burial in Findlay, 
gest the professional copies with , Ohio, March 9. 
orchestrations which revolutionized et 3ryan came to Charlotte from | 
trade methods. 3 : Richmond 15 years ago and was | AL WILSON 

. Hig to. survived py nis Son nigel |'manager of the First National Ex-| Al Wilson, comedian, dropped 
N, Rosenberg, with a financial , change until that company was con- ; dead in New York, March 6. | 
firm, | solidated with Warner Brothers six 

years ago. James Cameron, father of Mar- | 
JOSEF STRANSKY Peek = |jorie Cameron, in ‘Three Men on a 

Josef Stransky, 61, conductor of FRANK W. FLENNIKEN | Horse,’ touring, died in Dallas March 

the N. Y. Philharmonic from 1911 Frank W. Flenniken, 61, under- '4 and buried in Louisville. Deceased 


to 1923, died in New York March 6, 


Madison Sq. Company in ‘Esmeral- 


ida’ and played with Harry Lacey in 
i ‘The 


Other 
and 


major 
he did 


Planter’s Wife.’ 


engagements followed 


sisters and four brothers survive. | 
Burial was in Forest Hill cemetery, | 
Canton. 











" study for Lewis Morrison and actor | was well acquainted with profes- 
phone “er ne Berli } } in Lew Wallace’s stage production, | sionals. 
ag rom ss ~ whe os 7 ‘Ben Hur,’ died at Knoxville, Tenn., — 
1a ed a numbe. of importan > } . P 
: ie. (arom: &, m 9 w 
posts, he faced considerable criti- i Mrs. John Tiller, 69, widow of the 


cal opposition at his debut, but his 
audiences approved and eventually 
he broke down the clique. Trouble 
faced him anew when the war broke 
out, but he announced ‘he had ap- 
plied for citizenship and each Phil- 
harmonic concert during the war 
period was prefaced by the playing 
of the national anthem. 

He was the first classical conduc- 


A few years after appearing 
‘Ben Hur,’ Flenniken became head 
of the Frank Wallace Stock Co. and 
foured the United States. 

By turn he was a newspaper re- 
porter, actor, insurance 
and county official. 

ALBERT C. DAVIS 

Albert C. Davis, 60, died in the 

French hospital, N. Y., March 6, of 


salesman 


Tiller schools of dancing, died in 
| London, Feb. 24, of heart failure. 
| Since her husband’s death in 1925, 
|she carried on his training school. 
A. A. Phillips, father of Mondane 
| Phillips Halley, and widely known 
|to the dramatic profession, died in 
| his home in Kansas City Feb. 25. 








tor to introduce ragtime (in Dvor- : e : «ae Mother of Howard DeCourcy, 

ak’s New World symphony), on aj PHeumonia, pp mean a tee +s West Coast International News 
, a ¢ . ry « assé : 

concert program, and made a/| following a robbery and assau | Photos, died March 3 in Los An- 


spirited defense of this action, ac- 
claiming it the typical American 
rhythm. He retired about 10 years 
ago and devoted himself to art 
collection, becoming associated with 
a local firm. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Marie Johanna Doxrud, 


NAT HAINES 

Nat Haines, in private life Ed- 
ward (Toby) Henderson,  black- 
face comedian, died at his home in 
Kent, O., March 4, following several 
weeks illness. Ill health ended his 
stage career several years ago. 
Born in Kent, Henderson was a 
street car motorman in Pittsburgh 
when he leaped to stage fame over- 
night via an amateur night black- 
face act. 

He played with Chic Sale, Will 
Rogers and other stage stars and 
for years headed his own troupe of 
entertainers playing the major 
vaudeville circuits. 


Feb. 26 when he was left insensible 
in a vacant cellar. 

He had been an actor and stage 
in both legit and vaudeville. Re- 
cently he had been working in the 
finance department of the Emerg- 
ency Relief Board. 

His widow, Sally, survives. 
JOSEPH DUNFGE 

Dunfee, one-time 
aports and amusement 


Joseph 
and later a 


Dunfee, singer, died in Syracuse, 
March 4. At one time he operated 
the Arena A.C. fight club and later 
brought the Newark International 
League franchise to Syracuse. 

His widow and daughter, 
garet, survive. 

J. M. O'CONNELL 

J. M. O'Connell, a theatre man- 
ager of Halifax, N. S. and son of 
the late J. F. O’Connell, who had 





director for many years, appearing | 


| 
boxer | 


promoter and husband of Josephine , 


Mar- | 


Halifax | 


| geles, 


| o 


Mother of Morris McKenzie, of 
| the Hays office, died March 1, in 
| Pasadena. 


| George S. Scott, 64, father of Ran- 
| dolph Scott, the actor, died night of 
| March 5 of heart attack in Raleigh, 
reas Ges 





| Nephew of Sam Shain (Variety) 
died in Boston, March 6. 





Critics 


(Continued from page 1) 

| conceded to be the one who steamed 
up the whole eight o’clock issue, had 
nothing much to say but came back 
to his seat for the third act, point- 
ling out that it was the first third 
act he had seen this season be- 


} 
| 


He leaves his mother, his widow | operated two theatres in cause of aa early deadline. Brooks 
and a_ brother. for many years, died recently at) Atkinson of the N. Y. Times, also a 

Burial was in St. Patrick's | Halifax. | morning rag, is another ardent pro- 
cemetery in Kent. eight o’clocker. 


G. ORMOND PERLEY 
G. Ormond Perley, a female 
personator in musical revues 


im- 
and 






For some vears he was manager 
| of the Garrick, in Halifax, formerly 
| Strand. 

His mother survives. 


Critics’ Circle, which started the 
| whole thing, now says it is opposed 
to eight o'clock premieres before 
April 15, after which it wants all 


Greatest Un-Ease 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Russell Asay, aerialist, was 
pictured by his wife, Freda 
Small, who worked with him 
on the flying trapeze, as too 
drunk to fly through the air, 
in her plea for divorce, which 
was granted here. Couple had 
been married only four months. 
Wife told Judge Parker Wood, 


when Asay took a drink too 
many, he socked her because 
she refused to go into the air 
with him. Week before, the 
wife said, her spouse had 
dropped a man in _ practice 
while in same condition. 











Two 500-Mile Auto 


Races Year Planned |” 


| sored 





jing the 





For 2-Mi. L.A. Oval | 


Los Angeles, March 10. 
mile auto speedway, spon- 
by Hollywood group, is 
planned for Long Beach blvd., with 





Two 


} articles of incorporation to be filed 


in Sacramento next month. 
Proposed plan calls for two 500- 
mile auto classics yearly. 


$85,000 FOR COMFORT 


Utah Women Have Idea for State 
Fair Improvement 





Salt Lake City, March 10. 

Proposal to make the Utah State 
Fair less ‘horsey’ and more ‘cul- 
tural’ has been submitted to the 
fair board, endorsed by women from 
every part of Utah through officers 
and district presidents of the Utah 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. 

First point on the ladies’ plan is 
construction at a cost of $85,000 a 
women’s building, which would pro- 
vide rest room accommodations, 
said to be drastically needed for 
women visitors and would at the 
same time represent the cultural 
spirit of the annual event by hous- 
art exhibitors, flower and 
fruit shows, handicrafts and indus- 
trial arts pieces. 





Legion Circus 


St. Louis, March 10. 

American Legion circus, with pro 
acts, began 6-day stand at Coliseum 
Monday (9) before large crowd. 
Matinee and evening performances 
will be given. It is intention of 
local Legion body to make early 
Spring indoor circus annual event. 


News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 61) 
granted divorce in L. A. from Bub 
Flanaghan, stage comic. 

Wife of Erwin Nyiregyhazi, con- 
cert pianist, filed suit for divorce 





in L. A. : 
For repeatedly annoying Henry 
Mollison, English actor, Kay Con- 





| way, extra girl, sentenced to 90 days 


in jail. ' 
Amelita Galli-Curci and her hus- 
band, Homer Samuels, named in 


vaudeville, the past 25 years, died WILL DeBAR WIGGINS ; the managers to play ball. As to $54,750 damage suit following auto 
recently at Teaneck, N. J., where Will De Bar Wiggins, St. Louis Coleman's grievances, it is pointed | ¢ojlision in L. A. 
he had been making his home for |stage hand for 50 years, died at | out that Coleman is not a member | Jack Gallagher, stunt man, drew 
tseveral years. arnes Hospital last week, follow- | of the circle. Although he catches | jail term for failing to pay alimony 
le made his home in St. John, |ing brief illness. He was Once | apout two-thirds of the plays for | ‘to Faith Hampton, actress. : 
; j j SE and MPMO and : ’ Screen extra stabbed Chito 
3. previously, and started acting | president of IATSE and MP. anc|the Mirror, the paper’s second-| ,, 0 actor-brother of Gilbert 
wile in the Canadian Expedition- |also served as business agent and | ctyinger is the only staff member | Roland, in affray at Pioneer cast- 


3 
ary Foree during the world war, 


having been a lieutenant in a regi- | cal union. There were two early opening | 
ment based at St. John. He was a| A widow and daughter survive. | viene Jast week. ‘Sweet Aloes’ | 
member of a troupe which toured seh /opened at 8:15 catching everybody, | 
the Allied camps in England, RUBIN GOLDMARK including the critics, unaware. 
France and Belgium, and continued tubin Goldmark, 64, for the last | tiroyce was only about one-third 
on the stage as a professional after | 11 years head of the department giieg and only two or three of the 


the war, touring Canada and the 
wo. &. 


WILLIAM J. WILSON 


William J. Wilson, 62, died in| He founded the Bohemians, musi- two-thirds of the audience. Cur- 
Cleveland March 2. He had but re- | cal club. |tain was scheduled to go up at 8 
cently returned from England to eae sharp and actually went up about | 
- sagged ag gon a ee M ina Oger Sunda) five minutes late. Allegedly people | 
Mrs. Maude W, Cargould. May fisner, ‘, os4 . _s simer te ere ' » seate 

He staged a seat of shows for| March 1, after a 1 month's ill- , magpie a a pos ge 
the Cleveland Hippodrome around| ness, at the N.V.A. Sanitarium in eT ae a aaa 
1906 and went to the N. Y. Hippo- | Saranac Lake, N. Y. er or “ Je .? satharine Cornell 
drome to help with the staging The deceased was born in Elmira } a * a Aaken te 4 pc le os ial r} ; 
there, leaving that house to go to} Illinois. She played all the leading one caer . : ” oe yi 
the Drury Lane theatre, London, | vaudeville circuits in U. S. A. In- -_— came “9 rhs wv peeing geo 
which post he held for some °0 | terment in Saranac Lake, N. Y. ’ hese! . . clock oe pei ts =. — 
vears, managing and staging, but nos | ee me he Greaaee oe - a 
more importantly the latter. CLIFFORD CUNARD operative gesture 10 the morning 

In addition to Mrs. Cargould an- Clifford Cunard, 45, a tenor who | paper critics, but otherwise not. tq 
ether daughter, Mrs, Dorothy W.| had sung with numereus operatic | apps from the second night on. 


secretary of local branch of theatri- 





lof the Julliard 
| school, died in New York March 6. 
He was a nephew of Kar! Gold- 


| mark and a composer of some note. 


composition of 





belonging to the circle. 


critics were present when the cur- 
tain rose. 

At ‘Fresh Fields’ most of the 
critics were present but only about 


ing office. 
Freda and Russel Asay, aerial 
team, divorced in L. A. 
Fine of $50 hung on Buster, 


Keaton for doing 70 through school 
zone in Hollywood. 
Injuries received in auto accident 


ruined her dancing career. Patsy 
Conly charged in suit for $252,000 
filed in L. A. 

Marguerite Gatewood and Grace 


Davidson, dancers, 
for $11,000 damages against 


filed suit in L. A. | 
Richard | 


Cleveland, March 10. 

There's a 100-day exposition on 
tap for this city starting June 27 
under the billing ‘Great Lakes Ex- 
position,’ and radio is slated to get 
a niche that shows the promoters of 
this affair regard it as an ace come- 
on. Gimmick games, smut shows 
and flesh are being doused, a“ 
they’re generally standara 
ment for a thing of this kind. 
on the other hand, and this means 


radio in terms of big name talent 
Which commercial sponsors have 
heavily publicized and plugged 


through the whole gamut of blurb- 
ing, has intrigued the underwriters 
no end. One of their plans is to 
turn the Public Auditorium, a 
10,000-seater, into a virtual second 
Radio City replete with a gigantic 
broadcasting studio, amplifying, 
pickup and transmission apparatus, 
etc., for web programs, to pack ’em 


Although the names of the pro- 
grams and performers which will be 
on view are still not definitely set, 
Lincoln G. Dickey, g. m. of the 
expositilon, is dickering with NBC, 
CBS for cooperation. 

Local business firms have under- 


written the celebration to the tune 
of about $1,500,000. Because of the 
Republican national cx nvention, a 


happy subject for tie-ups with the 


|fair, around 4,000,000 visitors are ex- 


pected. Estimates place the total 
intake at a prospective $40,000,000, 
Some $340,000 has been allotted for 
entertainment, and placed in the 
hands of Frank Hines, former RKO 
manager. Among his duties will be 
the rather nettling task of filling the 
Stadium, a mammoth 90,000 seat af- 


fair which is part of the exhib 
| facilities. 
Total display units, including 


cafes, etc., in addition to the com- 
mercial booths, are placed at 300, 


Detroit a W. 0. 


Detroit, March 10. 

James M, Cole Circus is dickering 
with local Board of Commerce for 
site for winter quarters here. Cir- 
cus has been wintering at Penn 
Yan, N. Y., for several years, but 
because trend of biz is this way, 
circus wants to move to more cen- 
tral location. 

Will be first circus ever quartered 
in Detroit, and will move here im- 
mediately if proper land and build- 
ings are found. 











Puyallup Improves 


Tacoma, March 10. 

Western Washington Fair, state’s 
largest outdoor amusement, located 
at Puyallup, few miles from Ta- 
coma, announces the expenditure of 
$35,000 in improvements to the fair 
grounds this summer. An addi- 
tional grandstand to seat 2,500 will 
be erected at a cost of $25,000, and 
repair and other structures will cost 
$10,000, 





Easy at $100 


Norfolk, Va., March 10, 

One hundred smackers is the cost 
to Albert Brust, listed on police 
docket as carnival man, of convic- 
tion in police court here March 5 of 
driving an auto while possessed of 
the wrong kind of spirits. 

Arrested Feb. 25 as result of col- 
lision with machine driven by local 
, doctor. 


Date and Doings 
Waukon, Ia., March 19. 
Allamakee county fair has set 
dates of Sept. 8-11. Booked Wheeler 
‘nd Wheeler, entertainers; Lady 
Barbaias, Montfort sisters, 
iedina Alee, trapeze. 





circus; 


Intends opening the midway to 
| all comers. 
| ; ‘asin 
LEWIS BROS. ADVANCE 
Canton, O., March 10. 
Cc. S. Primrose has been re-en- 
eaced as general agent of the Lewis 
Pre circus, making his second 
in that capacity Harry L. Hamil- 
ton alse has been retained to handle 
advance press and special contacts, 
It will be his third season with the 
Lewis show. 


Advance of the Lewis show leaves 
ters at Jas Mich., 
Opening stand is the 


“on, 


vinter qual 


Ver | * ;7 
riy in April. 


home city of the show on Saturday, 


Stratler, assertedly responsible for | 
traffic accident. 

Suit filed in L. A. against Culver 
City Bus Company by Sonia Becker, 
concert singer, who asserts bus 
lurched, causing head injuries. 

Penhkruptey netitions filed by two 
studio technicians in L.A. Archie 
Dattlehaum ted liabilities of 
$1.176.25, no assets; William Von 
Brincken actor-technician $3 592.54 
liabilities against $950 assets. 

Filing damage suit in LA., Vir- 

inia Healy, formet cretary to 
Ken Mavnard, asked $11.500 for al- 
leved heatings western star and his 
iwife administered to her. 


| May 2. 
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You can use cosmetics all you wish—but 
guard against COSMETIC SKIN this easy way 


““"F USE cosmetics, as most girls do,” 
Sylvia Sidney tells you. But she 
knows that when rouge and powder are 
not thoroughly removed, they choke 
your pores—cause Cosmetic Skin. 


You don’t want to risk this modern > 


complexion trouble—dullness, enlarg- 
ing pores, tiny blemishes! Guard 
against it as Sylvia Sidney does—with 
Lux Toilet Soap. Its ACTIVE lather 


lar! Ann didht realize 




















goes pore-deep, removes every last trace 
of dust and dirt, stale rouge and 
powder... 


“T pat in Lux Toilet Soap’s creamy, 
luxurious lather—rinse with warm 
water, then cold,”’ Sylvia Sidney says. 
See what this simple care will do for 
you! Use Lux Toilet Soap before you 
put on fresh make-up—ALWAYS be- 
fore you go to bed at night. 
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